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Dedication 
 

This Book is dedicated to the professional Plumbing Engineers, Men & Women who volunteer their 
time, energy, and resources to their nonprofit associations and their families. They in many instances 
attend meeting at night and weekends, thus depriving their families of quality time with them.  They 
do this unselfishly giving back to the industry what they view is pay back for what they have taken 
out. 
 
This kind of sacrifice is what allows nonprofit organizations to flourish and be successful. The 
volunteer may be an officer, director, committee chairman or member at the local chapter level or 
national level. 
 
Volunteers who aspire to reach such position are dedicated to the betterment of the industry and go 
on to become industry leaders. The dedicated are usually those who themselves were mentored by 
dedicated individuals who have been there themselves, thus the personal gratifications ultimately 
lead to the success of the organization.  
 
I have been one of these people and know of the sacrifices endured by families of volunteers. I 
therefore thank my wife, Sylvia, our children, grandchildren and great grandchildren. 
 
- John Nussbaum IPP, FASSE, FASPE. ASPE Michigan Chapter Historian 
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In Memory of: 
John E. Matthews, PE, CIPE, FASSE 

1925-2004 
By John Nussbaum, FASSE 

 
Never to be forgotten, John E. Matthews a plumber’s plumbing engineer. That is 
how I will remember my friend and colleague for over twenty-six years. The 
plumbing industry has lost a most energetic and dedicated individual to its cause of 
protecting public health and safety through better plumbing. 
 
John Matthews was a man who led by example and that is what made him stand 
out as a leader in his chosen profession and career choices, which included the 
presidency of two local chapters of their national organizations; the American 
Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE) and the American Society of Sanitary 
Engineering (ASSE). John was elected to the National Board of Directors of ASPE 

as Secretary. While in that position he was instrumental in starting the Western Michigan Chapter of 
ASPE. John was a charter member and one of the founders of the Eastern Michigan Chapter. 
Besides being an active member of the American Society of Sanitary Engineering at the national 
level, John served on the Seal Control Board and as their Bylaws Chairperson for several years. His 
friendly demeanor made him a good negotiator and often helped him win people over to what he 
believed was best for the plumbing industry in protecting public health and safety. The ASSE 
Michigan Chapter created the John Matthews Award to be presented to the engineer fitting the ideals 
and high standards set by John Matthews. The award presented at the ASSE Awards Dinner, is 
presented to the candidate selected by the ASSE Michigan Chapter with recommendations from the 
ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter. 
 
After the passing of his devoted wife and confidante, John 
was quick to accept many committee positions for ASSE 
including the leadership role for the Code Study & 
Development Group of Southeastern Michigan. Formerly 
started by me in 1981, the committee today is a consensus 
made up of a cross section of the plumbing community 
including contractors, inspectors, manufacturers’ 
representatives, journey plumbers and plumbing design 
professionals. John was the spokesperson for this 
committee at the public code development hearings, 
presenting testimony to the International Plumbing Code 
Committee. John served a term on the Building Officials 
Code Administrators Plumbing Code Committee in the 80s. 
His expertise and knowledge of plumbing design, 
engineering and the plumbing code made him highly 
respectable within the plumbing industry and among his 
peers. John was a member of the State of Michigan 
Plumbing Code Committee and was the first recipient of 
ASSE’s Patrick J. Higgins Award, given to the individual 
contributing his time and efforts unselfishly to the code 
development process locally and nationally. 
 
John spent many days and hours with me at PMC Detroit writing and or proof-reading plumbing 
related articles, bylaws, historical documents along with planning the education programs and events 
designed to help and improve the plumbing industry. 
 
John Matthews will be missed but never forgotten. 
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In Memory of: 
Barry Pines, Master Plumber 

1943-2020 
By John Nussbaum, FASSE, ASSE  

 
Barry was a part time Plumbing Inspector for Pleasant Ridge Michigan while in 
business. Barry Pines, Richard Blackburn and Dan Murray were three inspectors 
who were inseparable for many years during the 1980’s and through the 1990’s.  
 
Barry Pines went from being in business and a part time inspector to work for 
Oakland Plumbing as an estimator and supervisor. When Barry became 
disenchanted in April of 2004 he decided to leave after being there for approximately 
14 years. When he called me for a recommendation, I sent him over to C&R 

Plumbing. I had called Charley Reynolds to tell him about Barry. He again for 15 years did the 
estimating and job supervision till his retirement. 
In1994 Barry Pines, Dan Murray, William Christ and Richard Blackburn put their talents together to 
build a working backflow testing stand on wheels for demonstration and teaching backflow. This was 
used at ASSE combined meetings with the MBPA and By Carl Schroeder at the Plumbing Center.  
 
In 1998 Barry Pines and Richard Blackburn established the Albert Cohen Award for Inspector of the 
Year Recipient. 
 
Barry Pines was recipient of the following local chapter awards:  
 

• John E. Matthews Award, (2003) 

• The L. Glen Shields Award: in (1999)  

• The John R. Nussbaum Lifetime Achievement Award: in (2015) 
 
While Barry was a member of the Tri County Plumbing Inspectors Association he brought them into 
the Michigan Plumbing Industry Coalition (EMPIC). The Code Study & Development Group started by 
John Nussbaum, Ronald George and Barry Pines. 
 
Barry was always there when called upon whether it be the Tri County Inspectors Association, ASSE 
or ASPE. He would mentor those who wanted to be more informed in the Plumbing Code and its 
application especially to new young inspectors and contractors. He was special. 
 
Barry and I had a good relationship over many years because we had the same interest that of the 
Plumbing Industry. I had his back and he had mine even when we disagreed with one another. I can 
recall an instance when Dan Murray and Richard Blackburn and I had a following out! It didn’t last 
long. Barry wasn’t going along with it and came to me saying I am with you John don’t back down 
your right. At the end of the day we would shake hands and joke about our differences. We would 
both stand our ground until the issues were settled. To this day there is no one that could measure up 
to Barry when it came to plumbing codes and standards. He will surely be missed by the many 
committees he served on both locally and nationally. 
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In Memory of: 
Edwin Hawley, CIPE/CPD 

1930-2019 
By John Nussbaum, FASSE 

 
Eastern Michigan Chapter of the American Society of 
Plumbing Engineers Remembers Edwin Hawley CIPE/CPD 
& Chapter Vice President Technical 1996-till he retired. He 
was an active board member during John Nussbaum’s term 
as President of the chapter. Edwin Passed away October 
19, 2019 at the age of 89. 
 
Edwin was one of our most active senior members for 40 
plus years. As Vice President Technical for most of those 
years, he only missed one official meeting. He also had 
with him an extra educational program, should a presenter 

not show up for any unforeseen reason. In 2009 he received ASPE/ASSE Engineer of the Year 
Award and in 2011 he was made a life member of ASPE. Edwin has written well over 100 technical 
articles for the ASPE News Eastern Michigan Chapter monthly news-letters. He keenly observed the 
guest presenters’ monthly programs and summarized their content for publication in the following 
month news- letter. He was highly liked and respected by the chapter’s membership, guest speakers 
and manufactures representative’s whom he liked to question about their products. People were 
drawn to him by his friendly smile and greeting. He will be remembered by those whom he gave 
advice to when asked, and those who felt he was a role model they could follow and learn from. 
Edwin will always be remembered by those of us whom enjoyed having him around as part of our 
professional lives. 
 
We are so grateful to have Edwin as part of our Chapter; he will not be forgotten. 

 

 
 

In Memory of: 
Barbara Watkins Jahns Sirotta 

1925-2009 
 
Barbara Watkins Jahns Sirotta was the first female President of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of 
ASPE. Barbara, 84, of Gulfport, Florida, died Monday, June 29th, 2009. A native of Michigan, Barbara 
moved to Florida in 1992. Survivors include her husband, Milton Sirotta, her son and daughter, Scott 
Watkins and Janice Watkins and three grandchildren. Barbara leaves a step daughter, Phyllis 
Feldman and a step-grandson. Barbara was preceded in death by her first husband Ross D. Watkins, 
and her second husband Richard H. Jahns. Interment will be in a family plot in Winn, Michigan. 
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In Memory of: 
George Edward Sanctorum 

1926-2013 
 

George Sanctorum was a Past President of the ASPE Eastern Michigan 
Chapter.  
 
George Sanctorum passed away on December 23, 2013. Age 87. Beloved 
husband of the late Helen. Loving father of Joseph (Carol), Janet Cooper, David 
(Diane), Mary (Paul) Visco and Anne (Tom) Lampert. Proud and loving 
grandfather of 11 and great-grandfather of 2. Also survived by his brother-in-law 
Steve Krelic.  
 
Mr. Sanctorum was a proud veteran of the U.S. Army and was a volunteer for 

many years at Mt. Clemens General Hospital. A respected mechanical engineer, Mr. Sanctorum 
founded Sanctorum & Associates in Fraser and Clinton Twp. George was interned with military 
honors, at Resurrection Cemetery in Clinton Township, Michigan. 
 

 
In Memory of: 
Paul Bladdick 

1943-2017 
By John Nussbaum, FASSE, FASPE 

 
Paul passed away on December 21, 2017 at the age of 74. He will be missed by 
those of us in the Plumbing, Engineering and Backflow community that he served 
over several decades. While a member of the Eastern Michigan chapter of the 
American Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE) he served on the Board of 
Directors in 2008 -2011 as the Administrative Secretary during my Presidency.  
 
Paul served on Code Study & Development Committee and the Eastern Michigan 
Plumbing Industry Coalition. He was a member of ASSE and served on many 
ASSE national committees. Paul was a FASSE. Paul served as president of the 

Michigan chapter of ASSE and the Michigan chapter of the American Back Prevention Association 
(ABPA) for several years. 
 
Paul Bladdick will be remembered for his leadership abilities and his willing to serve wherever and 
whenever asked. His friendly smile and mannerism was responsible for him having many friends 
throughout the plumbing and mechanical industry.  
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In Memory of: 
Patrick J. Higgins 

1951-2001 
By John Nussbaum, FASSE, ASSE and Mike Gillespie 

 
I met Pat Higgins back in 1973 at an Annual ASSE meeting; it was our first as 
we both had just became members of ASSE. Over the years we became good 
friends. We would meet at many plumbing industry events voicing our opinions 
and concerns regarding plumbing codes and standards. Mike Gillespie 
reminded me that Pat was always ready to give everyone he met a helping 
hand; it made no difference if it was standards, code, plumbing products or a 
personal question? He would share his Knowledge or direct you to where you 
could find the answers. Over the years Pat served on many industry 
organizations; PHCC, ASPE, ASTM, ASSE, NSF, ICC and IAPMO and was 
instrumental in the development of the strongest product standards and 
pluming code requirements. He also helped many manufacturers navigate the 

approval Process. 
 
Michigan Chapter ASSE President Barry Pines had Pat Higgins come in to speak in 1995 he again 
was here in1996 for Paul Bladdick President ASSE & Joe Hernandez ASPE President. 
 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE had 65 members to hear Patrick’s program on “Sanitary 
Design”, October of 1999 it was well received by those of us present. Again, we had Patrick on March 
of 2000, 55 of us enjoyed his presentation on “Plumbing Fixtures and Equipment Specifications”. 
Unfortunately, the plumbing industry lost a good friend and contributor when he suddenly passed 
away on November 28th, 2001. We all miss not only his presentations but his wit and humor that 
were part of it all.  Mike Gillespie and I are both proud to say Pat was a colleague and a friend of 
ours. 
 
The following information was compiled from his obituary in the SUPPLY HOUSE TIMES the Official 
Publication of the American Supply Association.  
 
Pat was 50 when he suddenly passed away. He was president of P. J. Higgins & Associates in 
Frederick, MD. During his 20 years his company provided consulting on plumbing codes, standards, 
product approval and regulatory approval to numerous industry companies and trade organizations. 
Pat was also a licensed plumber.  
 
His firm participated in the development of model and state plumbing codes and was liaison to many 
industry committees, including ASPE, ASSE and PHCC. He authored many publications and wrote 
for various trade magazines, Including Plumbing Engineer. 
 
“Pat Higgins was one of the plumbing industry’s most dedicated citizens,” said Jim Olsztynski,     
editor of Supply House Times. “Pat made as many friends in this industry as anyone I’ve ever 
known.” 
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About ASPE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The American Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE) is the international organization for 
professionals skilled in the design, specification and inspection of plumbing systems. ASPE is 
dedicated to the advancement of the science of plumbing engineering, to the professional growth and 
advancement of its members and the health, welfare and safety of the public. 
 
The Society disseminates technical data and information, sponsors activities that facilitate interaction 
with fellow professionals, and, through research and education, expands the base of knowledge of 
the plumbing engineering industry. ASPE members are leaders in innovative plumbing design, 
effective materials and energy use, and the application of advanced techniques throughout the world. 
 
Worldwide Membership - ASPE was founded in 1964 and currently has over 6,000 members. 
Internationally, ASPE members are located in the United States, Canada, Asia, Mexico, South and 
Central America, the South Pacific, Australia, Europe, Africa, Caribbean and the Middle East. They 
represent an extensive network of experienced engineers, designers, contractors, code officials, 
manufacturers, and manufacturer representatives interested in advancing their careers, their 
profession, and the industry. ASPE is at the forefront of technology. In addition, ASPE represents 
members and promotes the profession among all segments of the construction industry. 
 
ASPE Chapters - All members belong to ASPE worldwide and have the opportunity to belong to and 
participate in one of the 60+ state, provincial, or local chapters throughout the U.S. and Canada. 
ASPE chapters provide the major communication links and the first line of services and programs for 
the individual member. At chapter functions, members can network with others who represent all 
segments of the plumbing engineering, design, construction, and services industry. Chapters produce 
newsletters, conduct monthly technical meetings, and provide opportunities for education, 
professional development, and information sharing to help the membership stay abreast of current 
trends, code changes, and technologies in the plumbing engineering profession. 
 
Membership Communication - Communications with the membership is enhanced through the 
Society's news site, ASPE Pipeline, and monthly magazine, Plumbing Engineer, the official magazine 
of ASPE. 
 
Technical Publications - The Society maintains a comprehensive publishing program, spearheaded 
by the profession's basic reference text, the Plumbing Engineering Design Handbook. The Plumbing 
Engineering Design Handbook, published in four volumes, encompasses 50+ chapters providing 
comprehensive details of the accepted practices and design criteria used in the field of plumbing 
engineering. ASPE's published library of professional technical manuals and handbooks includes the 
Domestic Water Heating Design Manual, Engineering Plumbing Design, and The Plumbing 
Engineering and Design Handbook of Tables, the only plumbing reference tool of its kind. 

 
 
 
 

https://www.aspe.org/
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About ASPE 
 
Convention & Expo and Tech Symposium - The Society hosts biennial Conventions on even-
numbered years and Tech Symposium on odd-number years for professional plumbing engineers, 
designers, and contractors to improve their skills, learn original design concepts, and make important 
networking contacts to help them stay abreast of current trends, codes, and technologies. In 
conjunction with each Convention is the Expo, the largest gathering of plumbing engineering and 
design products, equipment, and services. Everything from pipes to pumps to fixtures, from 
compressors and computers to consulting services is on display to allow engineers and specifiers to 
view the newest and most innovative design materials available to them. In addition, the Society 
conducts a number of one- and two-day technical and professional development seminars in 
conjunction with our Chapters. 
 
Certified in Plumbing Design - ASPE sponsors a national certification program for engineers and 
designers of plumbing systems, which carries the designation "Certified in Plumbing Design" or CPD. 
The certification program provides the profession, the plumbing industry, and the general public with 
a single, comprehensive qualification of professional competence for engineers and designers of 
plumbing systems. The CPD, designed exclusively by and for plumbing engineers, tests hundreds of 
engineers and designers at centers throughout the United States annually. Created to provide a 
single, uniform, national credential in the field of engineered plumbing systems, the CPD program is 
not in any way connected to any state-regulated Professional Engineer (PE) registration. 
 
Codes and Legislation - The Society maintains liaisons with all plumbing industry and engineering-
related organizations, as well as provides code and representative liaisons with various federal, state, 
and local governmental agencies and departments. ASPE code and legislative liaisons are members 
of the coordinating committees for the many organizations promulgating national model codes and, 
when appropriate, coordinate code and legislative representation at the state and local level. 
 
Industry Affiliations - In 2011, ASPE became a Full member of the World Plumbing Council, an 
organization dedicated to uniting the worldwide plumbing industry to advance plumbing education 
and research and to ensure the public's health, safety, and welfare through safe water and sanitation 
practices. ASPE also is a member of the Plumbing Efficiency Research Coalition, which was created 
to conduct research projects that will support the development of water-efficient plumbing products 
and systems. 
 
ASPE Education & Research Foundation - The ASPE Education & Research Foundation, 
established in 1976, is the only independent, impartial organization involved in plumbing engineering 
and design research. The science of plumbing engineering affects everyone . . . from the quality of 
our drinking water to the conservation of our water resources to the building codes for plumbing 
systems . . . our lives are impacted daily by the advances made in plumbing engineering technology 
through the Foundation's research and development. 
 
More information can be found on the National website: www.aspe.org 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.aspe.org/
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ASPE EMC Historian Introduction 
My Plumbing Industry Involvement for 67 Years 

 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE, FASPE, ASPE EMC Historian 
 
My Plumbing Industry Accomplishments: 
 
Plumbing Engineering and Design: 
Michigan Licenses: Journey Plumber (1958), Master Plumber October 1967) 
General Plumbing and Contracting for (18 years) through May of (1986). Additional 
Michigan licenses are Mechanical all categories (1985) Boiler 2b (1982) and 

Residential Builders (1985). 
 
Education: 
Local 98, 5 year Apprenticeship and Training Program, U.S Navy Pipefitters School 4 Months, Class 
C Welding School 4 Months, U.S. Navy correspondence courses for advancement to Pipefitter 1rst 
Class, U.S Navy one year of college courses. Self - Educated through other professional trade and 
management association seminars and classes. 
 
Legislative / Codes and legislation: 
I and Ron George established the Code Study and Development Committee of Southeastern 
Michigan in 1988.This committee highly respected by the ICC remains an active consensus 
committee. Members of committee participate in the code development cycle locally and nationally. 
Members are appointed and halved served on the ICC national committees as well State of Michigan, 
ASSE and CSA committees. Until a few years ago I accompanied members to the hearings. I have 
been a member of the Joint Apprenticeship Training Committee at the Plumbing Industry Training 
Center where I was a consultant keeping them up to date with current codes and standards for 
journeymen and apprentices. I served on the Southfield Plumbing Code of Appeals Board since my 
appointment in 1979 and was reappointment again in 2003 
 
Leadership / Management in the Industry: 
I was the Executive Director of the Plumbing Heating Cooling Contractors Association from 1986 
through 2005 (19 years). I was the president of the association from 1977 – 1980.  
I served as a trustee of the Plumbing Heating Industry of Detroit from 1979 – 1986 serving as 
chairperson in 1985 & 1986. (7 years) 
 
In 1993 I and Ronald George established the Eastern Michigan Plumbing Industry Coalition which 
brought all the plumbing disciplines together to help in solving differences and working together on 
issues common to us all. MCA-Detroit activities, I’ve been a Consultant since 2002, to the 
professional organizations which I’ve belong to as described below. 
 
Professional Organizations: 
American Society of Sanitary Engineering, Joined the Michigan Chapter in March of 1973 it is (46) 
years this year) I served as Michigan Chapter President 1983 & 1984. I served as chapter secretary 
for many Years. I was ASSE’s International President 1990/1991and a speaker at the 2nd World 
Plumbing Conference in London England in 1990. I served on several ASSE national committees 
including the ASSE Seal Control Board for 3years. I established the committee that was successful in 
the development of the 50 Year Michigan Chapter History Book and Pictures of the Past Published in 
2004 & 2005. 
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ASPE EMC Historian Introduction 
My Plumbing Industry Involvement for 67 Years 

 
American Society of Plumbing Engineers, I joined the Eastern Michigan Chapter in November of 
1983 (36 years this year). I served as the chapter administrative secretary from December of 1995 
through May of 2005. I was elected the Eastern Michigan chapter president. I served as chapter 
president from 2005 through May of 2011. I again was elected to the position of Administrative 
Secretary (serving another 15 years). My accomplishments as the chapters president were many, 
what stands out was my leadership in motivating others to participate in continuing the success of the 
Eastern Michigan Chapter. 
 
American Backflow Prevention Association I joined the ABPA in 1979 and am a 32 year member 
through 2011. The Michigan Backflow Association (MBPA) was founded in 1992 and is an affiliate of 
ABPA. For many years I have been the chapter secretary. 
 
UA Plumbers Local 98, Joined the Plumbers Local in 1950 and remained an active member until 
2017. I am still currently a member in retirement.  
 
Awards over many years; 
While serving in the U.S Navy I advanced to the rank of 1rst Class Pipefitter in just over 3 years 
making me the youngest 1rst Class Pipefitter in the Navy.  
 
While serving on February 26, 1956 I received a letter of accommodation at Meritorious Mast. 
 
Michigan Chapter ASSE     Professional Licenses                
The L Glen Shields Award 1985    Journey Plumber 1958 
A Lifetime Achievement Award in 2006   Master Plumber 1967 

Boiler License 1982 
American Society of Sanitary Engineering  Residential Builders License 1985 
Fellowship Award 1991     Mechanical License all Categories 1985 
Henry B. Davis Award 1993     
 
Drinking Water and Backflow Prevention 
Citizen of the Year Award 1992 
 
Plumbing Heating Cooling Contractors  
AEC Spectrum Award for Outstanding Local PHCC Association Executive 1996 
 
Eastern Michigan Plumbing Industry Coalition 
Man of the Millennium Award 2004                                                                                                                       
Patrick J. Higgins Award in 2006 
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PHI/afield appeals bd. Nussbaum April, 03, 97, Friday 09:41 AM Szwed Marketing 
  

INDUSTRY LEADERS SERVE ON SOUTHFIELD APPEALS 
BOARD 

 
JOHN NUSSBAUM and RAY BRUNET 

 
What happens when an owner finds his building, has been designed within code, but with more 
fixtures that he thinks are needed?  
 
Or when, a formal code requirement appears to be a lot tougher than the actual use his building will 
be put to calls for? 
 
Or when as happened more recently, the developer of a movie theater in the Tel-12 Mall area felt that 
the 20 drinking fountains the code called for were in their judgment excessive? 
 
Ask John Nussbaum Plumbing Heating Contractors Association of Southeastern Michigan and (MCA) 
Detroit or Ray Brunett, Exec VP of Highland Park’s John E. Green Company. 
 
As new members of the City of Southfield Plumbing Appeals Board, they’ll tell you that’s why the 
group was formed back in 1979—to balance what’s –good for the public and what’s good for the 
Industry. 
 
Mandated by the Construction Act of 1972, the Board has the power to review appeals, review cod 
requirements and – if it’s called for and – if it’s called for waive the rules, or if that’s the case re-affirm 
the rules  
 
Nussbaum, a Southfield resident, has chaired the four member board from 1994 through 2003 (10 
years). 
 
Ray Brunett also is a Southfield resident. As a Governor Engler appointment he also heads the 
Michigan State Board of Mechanical Rules. 
 
“The code is there for good reasons” Nussbaum says. “All of us in the industry work to it. but in some 
cases it may call for more than what’s needed. 
 
And that, Nussbaum points out, is exactly why the Appeals board is there, protecting both the public 
and the provider’s interest.  
 
Brunett adds, “The board meets only when there are appeals. There is no schedule per se.” if the 
appeal fails, he says, it can always be carried to the state’s Construction Code Commission – the 
supreme court in construction matters.   
 
But what about those 20 drinking fountains at the Tel-12 movies? When the Board of Appeals pointed 
out that the movie house owners’ cola stand might appear to represent a conflict of interest, the 
movie folks agreed to serve a glass of water free f charge to those who want it. 
 
Offer accepted, the public’s interest still protects and the case closed, Brunett points out exactly as 
the act intended. 
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John Nussbaum and John Matthews Part of the Chapters 
History 1970’s through 1996 

John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE, FASPE, ASPE EMC Historian 
 

 
John Matthews and I met in the 1970’s while attending local, state and national code hearings. John 
Matthews a member of ASPE, and I a member of the Plumbing Heating & Cooling Contractors 
Association of Southeastern Michigan. We became good friends over the years. In November 1983 
while driving together to attend a meeting, Matthews handed me a membership application to join 
ASPE. I was quick to reply in the affirmative, providing J. Matthews would join ASSE, and there it was 
a bond that lasted until Matthews passed away on May 2nd in 2004. 
  
In 1991, while my being International President of ASSE I was approached by Albert M. Mahalak, the 
administrative secretary of the Michigan Chapter of ASPE. He asked, if I was elected to that position - 
would I accept the position in 1992, Ron George was to be elected President, I said yes. 
 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE was a stand-alone Engineering group holding monthly lunch 
and/or dinner educational meetings sponsored by the local manufacturing representatives. Likewise, 
the Michigan chapter of ASSE was also having educational dinner meetings.  The ASPE group 
seemed to have fewer members attending their meetings than ASSE. ASSE meetings were able to 
draw a larger group of members in attendance because of their make-up of Master Plumbers 
/Contractors, Journey Plumbers, Inspectors and design professionals. John Matthews being a well-
liked active member of both organizations drew attendees to the meetings. 
 
In 1994, both John Matthews and I were active locally and nationally. We were talking about the 
possibility of holding joint educational monthly meetings. It would be a hard sell because nowhere in 
the country was this taking place. We believed if it happened, both groups would benefit from it. J. 
Matthews was leaving it to me to get it done. J. Matthews was aware of my position within the 
Plumbing Heating Industry of Detroit (PHI).  My position there was that of PHI’s liaison to ASPE, 
ASSE, and the American Backflow Prevention Association, and for a number of years the Inspector 
Associations. 
 
He also was aware that it would bring about a better understanding of the role of the Master Plumber 
and that of the Design Professional. Master Plumbers have a large knowledge of plumbing codes and 
standards and the Plumbing Engineers have the ability to design and engineer within these 
requirements to meet the municipalities plan review process prior to starting construction. 
 
In 1996, Joe Hernandez became the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE president when I 
approached him with the idea of joint ASSE/ASPE meetings. He was originally hesitant to go along 
with it until I explained to him the benefits to both groups, and that the manufacturers’ representatives 
were on board with it because it would save them money; only having to fund one meeting a month 
instead of two. Joe then understood why, and we are great friends. The Eastern Michigan Chapter of 
ASPE is unique because it truly is a well-known and lasting Plumbing Industry endeavor.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
I have been written up in PM Engineer in January/February1996, Profile John Nussbaum: “Promoting 
the Best of Both Worlds” by – Renee Young and “On the Relationship Between Master Plumbers 
AND Plumbing Design Professionals” 
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Past President Report  

John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE/ASPE  
Plumbing Engineer 2013 ASPE Technical Symposium Preview 

 

Who will be the future leaders of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE and where will they come 
from? If you are wondering what prompted me to write on this particular subject now, answer is this; 
Having just returned from the ASPE Region II meeting I could not get over the fact that the different 
chapter representative attendees were the same ones we see annually. Society President, Bill 
Hughes was quick to question where the new and younger chapter presidents were with their new 
ideas and suggestions. They will have to face the challenge of recruiting talented and dedicated 
future leaders. 
 

The majority in attendance admitted to the recycling of their Officers and Directors. Jerome W. 
Valentie, P.E. of the Pittsburgh Chapter summed it up this way: Those under 35 years of age are not 
interested because of family obligations such as church, team sports, scouting, etc. Jerome is 
convinced it is necessary to pursue the 35 and older individuals, in addition to other plumbing 
disciplines, for increasing membership and leadership. Others in attendance echoed similar 
comments. President Bill Hughes mentioned that he too is faced with similar challenges when 
pursuing individuals to run for the ASPE National Society offices. 
 

We here in southeastern Michigan are encouraging those whom are eligible to take the CPD exam, 
for they ultimately will become the chapter’s future leaders charged with maintaining the continued 
successes of the chapter. 
 

Over the years the leadership of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE has been successful in 
encouraging individuals in all the plumbing and mechanical disciplines to become a member of one or 
more of these organizations, including being on the Board of Directors. This will better the industry 
through cooperation in solving plumbing and mechanical industry problems together. 
 

Contractor members, as well as their Journey and Master plumbers whom are doing plumbing code 
design and engineering are welcome to attend our educational meetings and become CPD certified. 
There has been a steady rise in the number of contractors doing design build work at the request of 
the consumer / owners and their representatives. We congratulate our latest members who recently 
became CPD certified, Pam Hartsell of Strategic Energy Solutions Inc. and Mark Lamberson of the 
Limbach Company. 
 
I was impressed by ESD’s speaker Dr. William A. Moylan FESD, PMP during an Affiliate Council 
meeting, who spoke of leadership in the Engineering Society of Detroit (ESD). Dr. Moylan was 
adamant about the need to look for and recognize those qualities that stand out in people who are 
successful leaders. Successful leaders are flexible, understanding, motivated optimistic and are good 
listeners/communicators. 
 
They in turn also have that ability to recognize those same people who could be mentored to lead 
and become the future leaders in our Associations, Societies, Organizations and Businesses. 
Let’s take a closer look at these qualities. Flexible: capable and ready to adjust to changing 
conditions. Understanding: knowing when to be patient, kind, sympathetic and emotional. Motivated: 
able to impel or to incite others to action. Optimistic: hopeful. A Good listener: able to pay attention, to 
heed. A Communicator: able to impart or convey, to make known, too converse to others. There are 
those who may not have all of the aforementioned qualities however, they may possess enough of 
them for you to recognize, to mentor and move to leadership roles. Your judgment and their 
willingness is what will make this process work. I am an example of that process. 
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Larry Keelan, The 1st Historian 
by John Nussbaum FASSE/FASPE 

 
I became a member of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE in 1983. John 
Matthews encouraged me to become a member and was quick to introduce me 
to Larry Keelan knowing that we both were actively involved in our respective 
associations. Larry with ASPE and I with ASSE since 1973. We both belonged 
and contributed to many other industry related associations. Over the many 
years I have known Larry I have admired his leadership qualities, teaching skills 
and sales abilities as a manufacturer’s representative. He has always been a 
pleasure to be around. His smile is quick to put you at ease. This is Larry 
Keelan who I am proud to say I am glad to know and admire. Larry’s Company 
is Larry Keelan & Associates going back more years than I can remember. 
 

About Larry Keelan: I am a where of the fact that Larry in 1974 was the one who headed up the 
organizational committee leading up to and securing an ASPE Charter. My sources informed me that 
it only took three or four meetings prior to achieving their goal of obtaining an ASPE Charter which 
they received December 13, 1975. Pictured below are Larry Keelan, George Williams, Roy Gilbert, 
George Sanctorum and Bob Olivier together during an organizational meeting in 1975. There were 25 
or 26 original charter members. Larry Keelan, John Matthews and Joe Hernandez stand out as two 
people who I personally knew over many years as original charter members. 
 
Larry has held a number of positions within the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE. 
 

• Corresponding Secretary for 13 years from 1974-1986 
 

• Vice President of Membership 1994-1997 
 

• Newsletter Editor in January1994 
 

• Affiliate-Liaison January 1999-December 1999 
 
Larry indicated to me he held the position of Chapter Historian for 5 years. My being the chapter’s 
executive secretary for several years, he felt I should be the one to retain the chapter’s history he was 
in position of, and presented it to me at my office at the Plumbing Heating Industry of Detroit on W.8 
Mile R. in Detroit.  
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ASPE EMC Charter 
 

 
 
Charter Signatories: 
Albert Fricker 
Bruce Dean 
Douglas Emery 
Edward Newcomb 
Gail Brovont 
Gary Ertman 
Gerald Potapa 
Gene Simo 
George Sanctorum 
George Williams 
John Bottom 
  
 

John Matthews 
Joseph Hernandez 
Larry Keelan 
Oliver Chayle 
Owen Young 
Robert Oliverieri 
Robert Stellwagen 
Roy Gilbert 
Sidney Holwerda 
Tom Osberger 
William Blumhardt 
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ASPE EMC History Brief 
Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE Founded in 1975 by a group of 16 plus dedicated engineers by 

John Nussbaum FASPE, Administrative Secretary - April 2014 
    
On Saturday, January 13, 2000, the Eastern Michigan Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing 
Engineers celebrated its 25th Silver Anniversary at the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club. 
Larry Keelan in November of 1974 organized and formed a committee with George Sanctorum, 
Robert Oliverieri, George Williams and Roy Gilbert (members at large of ASPE) regarding 
establishing a Michigan chapter. The first of 3 meetings were held at Topinka’s Country House July 
14, 1975. Ed Maybeck the Societies First Vice President outlined the goals and bylaws of ASPE. At 
the 2nd meeting 45 members and guest were accounted for. The chapter petition was circulated 
resulting in 12 signatures of full or associate members. Eight more were needed to establish the 
chapter and were obtained through personal contact at a later time. At the 3rd meeting held on 
October 13, 1975, in addition to the routine business and an excellent talk of Medical Gases, Officers 
and directors were elected. George Williams was elected President, of the Michigan chapter of ASPE 
consisting of 16 plus dedicated engineers. 1st Vice President Bruce Dean, 2nd Vice President Roy 
Gilbert, 3rd Vice president John Matthews, Secretary Gary Ertman, Treasurer Gene Simo. On 
December 13, 1975 a gala dinner-dance was held at the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club. At this dance, 
the new officers were installed and they signed the Chapter Charter. In addition to the officers, 16 
members also signed the Charter. (Information used in this paragraph came from the Eastern 
Michigan Chapter ASPE 1975--2000 25th Silver Anniversary Commemorative Book)   
 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE is a local chapter of the American Society of Plumbing 
Engineers. It is one of ten (10) Chapters in region 2 with Buffalo-Niagara, Central Indiana, Central 
Ohio, Cleveland Ohio, Johnstown, Pittsburgh, Rochester, Southwestern Ohio and Western Michigan.  
Region 2 Affiliates Liaison’ from the Michigan chapter of ASPE: Fred Taggart 1995,’1996, Gary 
Taggart, 1997-2003, Cynthia A. Zatto, 2009-2011 and Dann Holmes from 2011 to the present /2020.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Eastern Michigan Chapter Members 
  
The Eastern Michigan Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE) is a dedicated 
organization of professionals who are skilled in the design, specification and inspection of plumbing 
systems. EMC members are dedicated to the advancement of the science of plumbing engineering 
and professional growth in the advancement of its members through continued and updated 
educational resources. It prides itself on promoting and providing expertise by integration of 
education and experience.  Over the past several years many of the chapters aspiring younger 
plumbing designers have taken the CPD exam and have passed them to become CPD’s. This 
chapter prides itself in having a diversified membership.  
 
The Eastern Michigan chapter of ASPE has contributed much to the Plumbing & Mechanical Industry 
through its participation with the other plumbing and mechanical organizations in Southeastern 
Michigan.  
 
The Michigan Chapter of American Society of Sanitary Engineering (ASSE) since the early 
1970’s. John Nussbaum IPP-FASSE, John E. Matthews PE, CIPD/CPD, FASSE, Barry Pines 
CIPD/CPD, Paul Bladdick FASSE and Ronald L. George CIPD/CPD all Members of EMASPE 
chapter are or have been members of the ASSE Seal Board, Qualification Standards Committee, 
Plumbing Code Committee, and or the ASSE Product Plumbing Standards Committee. 
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ASPE EMC History Brief 
 
The Michigan Chapter of the American Backflow Prevention Association (ABPA) since the mid 
1970’s. Paul Bladdick FASSE, MBPA chapter PP and John Nussbaum IPP- FASSE over the years 
still serves as the MBPA’S administrative secretary. Paul Bladdick contributes Backflow and related 
plumbing articles to Plumbing Standards Magazine.  
 

The Eastern Michigan Plumbing Industry Coalition (EMPIC) since its founding in February of 
1993. John Nussbaum FASPE and Ronald L. George CPD were the founders of EMPIC. “EMPIC” 
Sponsored one of the largest Plumbing Products EXPO’s in Southeastern Michigan on Tuesday 
October 5, 1993 at the Southfield Civic Center Southfield Michigan. EMASPE was a large supporter 
and contributor along with list of other Plumbing Industry Organizations. 
                                                                                                                                                                          
State of Michigan and Local Inspector Associations since the Early 1980’s, Plumbing Inspectors 
Association of Michigan, the Tri County Plumbing Inspectors Association and the Down River 
Plumbing Inspectors Association. EMASPE have always supported the Inspector and governmental 
inanities.  By having EMASPE members belonging as associate members. When asked, EMASPE 
contributes resources in support of the inspector association’s meetings and events.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                       
State and Local Trade Associations associated with NAPHCC and MCAA Late 1970’s. John 
Nussbaum FASPE served as PHCCASM’s Executive Director from 1986 through 1999. John was 
retained as a consultant and liaison to all Plumbing Industry related Associations. 
                                                                                                                                                                        
The “Code Study & Development Group of Southeastern Michigan” had it’s beginning in 1987 
under the Plumbing Heating & Cooling Contractors Association of Southeastern Michigan John 
Nussbaum had one of his members David E. Sechlin of Detroit Mechanical appointed to the plumbing 
code committee and led his members in attending and participating at the BOCA -International 
Plumbing Code hearings (now the International Code Council). John Nussbaum and John Matthews 
PE met and became very close friends they teamed up and were together at code meetings over 
many years promoting code development and the promulgation of plumbing codes and the 
development of plumbing standards in Southeastern Michigan.  
                                                                                                                                                                             
The Eastern Michigan ASPE Chapter and the Michigan Chapter of ASHRAE have been holding 
joint meetings since 1989 when educational subjects are common to both groups. March 19, 2013, 
they joined together for presentations on the new ASHRE Standard 188P & Guideline 12 by Ed 
Lyczko PP ASSE and Ronald L. George CIPE/CPD. 
 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter prides itself on promoting and providing expertise by integration of 
education and experience, while at the same time encourages members to become CPD’S.  
 
Chapter meetings are held monthly September through May, the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  
 
The 16 initial founders of the Eastern Michigan ASPE chapter would be proud of the Chapters growth 
and accomplishments. A first-class chapter newsletter, a dedicated group of manufacturers’ 
representatives (affiliates) who unselfishly continue to support the chapter’s newsletter, tabletops at 
monthly meetings and seminars. This chapter is unique because of its membership makeup of the 
design professionals, plumbing & mechanical contractors, plumbing inspectors and journey & master 
plumbers. Its current Board of Directors is growing younger while being mentored by the older 
members of the board. This goes well for the future of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE.  
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ASPE EMC 25th Anniversary 
Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE Celebrates their 25th Anniversary 1975-2000 

by John Nussbaum FASPE, Administrative Secretary - April 2014 
    
PHI Contractors and Staff helped the Plumbing Design Professionals celebrate their 25th Anniversary 
as a chapter. The gala event took place Saturday, January 25th at the Grosse Point Yacht Club.  
 
Blue and White ASPE balloons accompanied by a black balloon signifying the black tie option for the 
evening, a silver balloon for the Silver Anniversary was also part of the table decorations. This was 
the idea of Jill Dirksen, a plumbing designer with Albert Kahn and associates. Jill along with Cindy 
Zatto of Van-Egmond Sales decorated the ballroom of the Yacht club for the gala.  
 
John Matthews, PE, CIPE, FASSE was the Master of Ceremonies for the evening. ASPE Region II 
Chairman Ed Ligget and his wife Irene came in from Ohio. Ed presented a plaque honoring the 25th 
Anniversary of the chapter to President Robert Fecso CIPE. 
 
Larry Keelan had Don Sampler and his wife come up from Atlanta GA. Don presented the Original 
Charter 25 years ago at the Yacht Club. Also, the evening’s entertainment, The Elan group, was 
Entertainment 25 years ago! You might call this a real home coming event. 
 
Over 131 people enjoyed an evening of fine food and drink and an hour of Cole Porter songs by the   
Elan Group and danced to the Music of Michael Wolverton. The Western Michigan Chapter President 
Paul Sisovsky CIPE, CPD and his wife remarked that they were delighted to be invited to this well 
planned and executed event and honored to be at the table of dignitaries hosting the party. Carl 
Evans commented how wonderful the women looked in their evening attire and men in their Tuxedos. 
All agreed that everyone had a good time. 
 
Bill James Plumbing and Heating, was in attendance with his wife Bonnie and four couples from his 
Company, including Brian D’Acenzo and Janet, Bill James Jr. and Marla, Becky Sharp and Bruce, 
and Hank Kopello and Jenny. 
 
Michael Herberholz, Centerline Piping, Inc., and George Dobrowski had three tables of ten filled. 
MDPMCA President Pete Malloy, Power Process Piping and president elect Chris Fitch, Weiss 
Construction and his wife Cindy, were in attendance. Ken and Patti Matsumoto attended, 
representing the W.J. O’Neil Company. 
 
PHI staff John and Sylvia Nussbaum the chapter’s administrative secretary, Mary and Joe Chapman 
President elect of ABPA, Stacey Ethridge and her fiancé Steve Birkenhauer, Tom Storey, Chris 
Freeman and Katy Hardy, Neal DeArmond, Grace Bopray and Dr. Weston Johnson, Molly Forward 
and Norm Henry PHI’s President Carl Evans. 
 
Western Mechanical’s Jim Mollicone and wife Maria, ASSE President Paul Bladdick & wife Lorrie, Jeff 
and Margie Vilisidies from MBPA were also in Attendance. And many other’s I did not recognize. 
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Plumbing Industry Training Center 
    
 
 
 
 

1911 Ring Drive, Troy, Michigan 
 
 
Plumbing Industry Training Center: The Plumbing Industry Training Center, an ISO Certified Facility, 
where Management and Labor work together to train apprentices to become highly skilled Journey 
Plumbers and offers night classes to upgrade the skills of Journey Plumbers in other classifications to 
the latest technologies and codes. The Training Center is viewed as the center of the Plumbing 
Industry. This is why the American Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE), American Society of 
Sanitary Engineering (ASSE) and the Michigan Backflow Prevention Association (MBPA) on occasion 
will provide an educational program for the Plumbing Industry.  
 
This state-of-the art facility offers the following; Medical Gas Training and Testing for Certification in 
Med Gas Brazing: There is a working mockup hospital within the building equipped for training.  
Backflow Training and testing for Certification of Journey Plumbers to be certified Backflow Testers: 
There are eight (8) stations equipped for training, testing and certifying of Testers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Picture: Training Center for Plumbers Local 98 and MCA Detroit 
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A Message from the ASPE EMC President 
    

Fellow, Board Members, Chapter Members and Friends,  
 

2020 has been a year like no other.  While the dams breeched and the wildfires 
blazed, we endured civil unrest and political drama.  We were held captive by a 
virus that had devastating mental, physical and economic effects – a Global 
Pandemic that upended our lives.  I can’t imagine living through a more stressful 
time, yet I know that times like these bring out the true greatness in people.  I see 
it all around me. 
 

When the 2020 ASPE Convention was cancelled, I was heartbroken.  Not only because I would miss 
out on a fun trip to New Orleans, but because I would miss out on that precious opportunity to be 
surrounded by my people – my ASPE Family, the ones who understand me and why I am so 
passionate about the Plumbing Industry.  Although we couldn’t be together in person, this year’s 
delegates still stepped up to the cause.  They attended the business meetings remotely and fulfilled 
their commitment to represent our Chapter.  It was an honor to be among them as we worked 
together to get two important Bylaw Amendments passed, helping to promote fairness in our election 
process and recognition for our senior members.  I am so proud of the work we did. 
 

ASPE National deserves especially important recognition this year for being so well prepared to help 
the local chapters transition to virtual meetings during quarantine.  Thanks to their preparedness, we 
were able to continue to offer the educational programs our members rely on.   This chapter has 
always been a role model for the ASPE organization for the value of our educational programs and 
the contribution of our amazing volunteers.  The virtual hosting services they provided allowed us to 
make the best of a difficult situation.   
 

We experienced some tragedies this year.  Our chapter lost of one of its longtime members, Barry 
Pines.  Barry was not only a fixture at our chapter meetings and vocal contributor to our technical 
discussions, he was a guiding light who helped others steer clear of trouble.  I am so grateful to have 
known him and called him my friend.  Our country lost The Notorious RBG.  Justice Ginsburg 
promoted equality at the highest level and blazed trails that made career success more attainable for 
all.  Her life’s work made the ASPE organization stronger.  
 

The words “they were us!” came to mind so many times as I read though years of newsletter articles.   
The passion and dedication of past Boards is evident in the words they penned and the photos they 
shared.  I hope you enjoy reliving some of those proud moments as you leaf through these pages.  A 
special Thank You goes out to Immediate Past President Theresa Card for all her hard work and the 
incredible patience she showed while compiling these pages. 
 

I am sincerely thankful to my fellow Board Members and Chapter Members for electing me as 
President.  I’ll admit, I had never planned on pursuing the position.  This year, though, Duty Called 
and I felt compelled to answer.  It is my privilege to serve in this role, taking up the reigns from so 
many talented and dedicated past leaders, and I am humbled by the honor.   
 

I also want to thank our Founding Chapter Board (who’s President I call “Dad”), and all the past 
Board Members and Volunteers for bringing this organization to life and sustaining its good work for 
so many years. 
 

As EMC Past President John Nussbaum always likes to say - “It’s your chapter!”  I am truly thankful 
for all the years I’ve had with my chapter here in Eastern Michigan, and look forward to many more! 
 

Happy 45th Anniversary ASPE EMC! 
 
Your Chapter President, 
Pam Hartsell 
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A Message from ASPE National 
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ASPE EMC Presidents 
 

    

    
George Williams 

1975-1978 
John E. Matthews 

1978-1980, 1989-1990, 
1990-1991 

Barbara (Watkins) 
(Jahns) Sirotta 

1980-1982 
 
 

Wilbert Leppanen 
1982-1984 

 

   
George Sanctorum 

1984-1986 
Albert M. Mahalak 

1986-1988, 1991-1992 
John Linton 
1988-1989 

 
 

Ronald L. George 
1992-1994, 2000-2001 

 

  

 
Robert Fecso 

1994-1996, 2001-2002 
Joseph Hernandez 

1996-1998, 2002-2003, 
2011-2014 

 
 

Esteban Cabello 
1998-2000, 2004-2006 

Doug Cryer 
2003-2004 
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ASPE EMC Presidents 
 
 

 

 

  
John Nussbaum 

2006-2011 
 
 

William Grayzar 
2014-2016 

Brianne Hall 
2016-2018 

Theresa (Allen) Card 
2018-2020 

 

   

Pam Hartsell 
2020-Present 
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ASPE EMC Past Board Members 
We have compiled this list to the best of our ability through old newsletters. We apologize if any 

person or office listed is incorrect or incomplete.  

 

VP Technical  VP Legislative   
Joe Hernandez 1994 -1996 John Matthews  1994 -2000 

Esteban Cabello 1996-1998 Jill Dirkson 2000 -2003 

Robert Fecso 1998 -2002 Ron George 2003 -2005 

Doug Cryer 2000 -2003 Barry Pines 2005 -2012 

Jill Dirkson 2003-2004 William Grayzar 2012 -2014 

Wes Patton 2004 -2005 Joe Hernandez,  2014 -2016 

Phillip McCrory 2005 -2011 William Grayzar 2016 -2020 

Edwin Hawley 2011 -2014   
Brianne Hall  2014-2016   
Theresa Card 2016 -2018   
Mark Lamberson 2018-2019   
Kristin Simoneaux 2019-2020   

    

VP Membership  Treasurer  
Larry Keelan Historian 1994 -1996 Dave Meek  1994 - 1996 

Scott Knight Historian 1997-2000 Eric Leuenberger 1996 - 2001 

Ross Beck 2001 -2004 Mark Fuller 2001 - 2002 

Brett Young 2004 -2005 Brett Young 2002 - 2004 

Cindy Zatto 2005 - 2011 Doug Cryer,  2004 - 2005 

Rick Johnston 2011 -2011 John Snyder 2005 - 2005 

Pam Hartsell 2011 -2014 Jill Dirkson 2005 - 2011 

Amanda Belcher 2014 -2016 Pam Hartsell 2012 - 2016 

Kristin Simoneaux  2016 - 2019 Hank Koppelo 2016 - 2019 

Frank Tistle, CWS 2019 - 2020 Pam Hartsell 2019 - 2020 

    

Newsletter/Web Editor  Affiliate Liaison  
Ron George 1994-1995 Larry Keelan 1998 - 2004 

Mark Evans 1995-1997 Cindy Zatto 2004 - 2014 

Vicki Hernandez 1997-1998 Dann Holmes 2011 - 2020 

Joe Hernandez 1998-2004   
Mary Chapman 2004-2011   
Theresa Green 2011-2020   

    

VP Education  Historian  
Ron George 1995 - 1999 Larry Keelan 1995 - 1997 

Esteban Cabello 2002 - 2003 Scott Knight 1997 - 2000 

William Grayzar 2003 - 2005 John Nussbaum 2000 - 2016 

Esteban Cabello 2011 - 2014 Larry Keelan 2014 - 2015 

Mark Lamberson 2014 - 2018 John Nussbaum 2015 - 2020 

Brianne Hall 2018 - 2020   
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ASPE EMC Past Board Members 
 

    

Administrative Secretary  Corresponding Secretary  
Gary Ertman 1975 - 1978 Larry Keelan 1975 - 1986 

John Nussbaum 1992 - 2005 George Johnston 1986 - 2011 

Chad Kudinger 2006 -2008 George Johnston II 2014 - 2020 

Paul Bladdick 2008 -2011   
John Nussbaum 2011 - 2015   
Pamela Hartsell 2015 - 2016   
Amanda Belcher 2016 - 2018   
Frank Tistle, CWS 2018 - 2019   
Hank Koppelo 2019 - 2020   

    

Night at the Races  Awards Nominations  
Norm Hall 1994 - 1997 Bob Burford  1996 - 1997 

Eric Leunberger 1997 - 1998 Bob Fecso 1997 - 1999 

Scott Knight Historian 1998 - 2003 Jill Dirkson 1999 - 2001 

Wes Patton 2003 - 2005 Ross Beck 2000 - 2001 

Joe Hernandez 2005 Tony Lechico 2001 - 2001 

  Joe Hernandez  2001 

    
Directors / Board 
Members  AYP Liaison  
David Rhodes 2008 - 2009 Theresa Card 2016 - 2018 

Jeremy Brown 2009 - 2012 Kari Rosteck 2018 - 2019 

Allen Verriest 2009 - 2011 George Bellman 2019 - 2020 

Dann Holmes 2011 - 2014   

Cindy Zatto 2011 - 2019 Contractor Liaison  
Michael Melaragni  2014 - 2020 Barry Pines 1998 - 2001 

Esteban Cabello 2014 - 2016 G.Dobrowitsky 2001 

Kristin Simoneaux  2015 - 2016 Barry Pines 2001 - 2006 

Joseph Hernandez 2016 - 2017   

Pam Hartsell 2017 - 2019 Hospitality  
Amanda Belcher 2017 - 2019 Alan Deal, PE 1995 - 1998 

Kari Rosteck 2019 - 2020 Cindy Zatto 1998 - 2005 

Mark Lamberson 2019 - 2020 R.L. Deppmann Co. 2005 
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ASPE EMC 2020-2021 Board of Directors 
    

President 
 

 
Pamela Hartsell, CPD, PMP 
 

Vice President, 
Technical 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, 

GPD, LEED AP BD+C 
 

Vice President, 
Legislative 

 
William Grayzar, CPD, GPD 

Vice President, 
Membership 

Kristin Simoneaux, PE, 
CPD, LEED AP 

Vice President,  
Education 

Theresa Card, PE, CPD, 
GPD, LEED AP BD+C 

 

Treasurer 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rachel Gendich 

Administrative Secretary 

Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, 
LEED AP BD+C, GGP 

Corresponding Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George Johnston II 
 

Affiliate Liaison 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dann Holmes 

 
ASPE Young Professional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

George Bellman 

 
Women of ASPE  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, 

GPD, LEED AP BD+C 

 
Website & Newsletter 

Editor 

Theresa Green 
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ASPE EMC Members 
Inducted into the Kenneth Wintink College of Fellows 

 
During each convention year, ASPE recognizes deserving members as ASPE Fellows. The 
individuals honored have made significant and exceptional contributions to the plumbing engineering 
profession, the Society, and the plumbing industry. A member conferred as an ASPE Fellow shall 
retain the designation as a lifetime honor and shall be permitted to use the designation FASPE – The 
Society’s Highest Honor. 

 
 

 
 
 

2008 – Esteban Cabello – Fellow ASPE 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

2012 – John Nussbaum – Fellow ASPE 
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ASPE EMC Life Members 
 

The Society’s Board of Directors, after nomination by a chapter Board of Directors, may grant upon 
verification of retirement, Life Membership status to any retired person who has been a Member in 
good standing continuously during the past ten (10) years and has demonstrated significant 
contributions to the chapter and the Society. The Life Member shall also have reached the age of 
sixty (60) years and no longer be active in the profession. All the rights and privileges of his/her 
membership shall also pertain to this membership category, except that Life Members shall not be 
required to pay annual dues. 

 

 
 
 

Edwin Hawley – Life Member 
 
 

 
 
 
George Sanctorum – Life Member 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Nussbaum – Life Member 
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ASPE EMC Members That Have Earned  
CPD & GPD Designations 

 
The Certified in Plumbing Design (CPD) program is an international certification program for 
engineers and designers of plumbing systems. Completion of the CPD program and examination 
confers upon the successful candidate the designation Certified in Plumbing Design (CPD). The 
certification program provides the profession, the plumbing industry, and the general public with a 
single, comprehensive qualification of professional competence for engineers and designers of 
plumbing systems.  
 
The Green Plumbing Design (GPD) certificate program, sponsored by the American Society of 
Plumbing Engineers and the International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials, is for 
engineers and designers with advanced skills in sustainable plumbing system design and consulting. 
Available only for engineers and designers who hold either the Certified in Plumbing Design (CPD) 
certification or a Professional Engineer (PE) license, the GPD certificate denotes professionals with a 
high level of experience and training in sustainable practices. The GPD designation signifies 
professionals who are dedicated to ensuring the efficient use of our precious water resources via 
water-conserving plumbing system designs for commercial and residential applications. 

 
Gregory Baranski, CPD 

Thomas Baranski, CPD 

Emory Bauer, CPD 

Steven Benaske, CPD 

Neal Bigelow, CPD 

Russell Brown, CPD 

Robert Burford, CPD 

James Busha, CPD 

Esteban Cabello, CPD 

Andrew Calcaterra, CPD 

Theresa Card, CPD, GPD 

Ronald Chapman, CPD 

David Cheshire, CPD 

Lawrence Christian, CPD 

Robert Ciesliga, CPD 

Ralph Climie, CPD 

Douglas Cryer, CPD 

George Dobrowitsky, CPD 

Douglas Drew, CPD 

William Edgerton, CPD 

Lawrence Fill, CPD 

Robert Frey, CPD 

Ronald George, CPD 

William Grayzar, CPD, GPD 

 

P Donald Gregorich, CPD 

Brianne Hall, CPD 

Pamela Hartsell, CPD 

Ford Haskins, CPD 

Edwin Hawley, CPD 

Paul Heil, CPD 

Michael Herberholz, CPD 

Joseph Hernandez, CPD 

William James, III, CPD 

David Jones, CPD 

Siraj Khan, CPD 

Kerry Klein, CPD 

Mark Koenig, CPD 

Dale Koller, CPD 

Hank Koppelo, CPD 

Daniel Krachon, CPD 

Mark Lamberson, CPD 

Douglas Lowe, CPD 

Houssein Madi, CPD 

William Mathisen, CPD 

Kenton Matsumoto, CPD 

Philip McCrory, CPD 

Sean McIntosh, CPD 

Michael Melaragni, CPD 

 

Vincenzo Melonio, CPD 

David Murray, CPD 

Sanjay Murty, CPD 

David Newton, CPD 

Brenda Pesmark, , CPD  

Barry Pines, CPD 

Robert Roop, CPD 

Kristin Simoneaux, CPD 

John Snyder, CPD 

R. Stroshane, CPD 

Lee Sun, CPD 

Charles Swindel, CPD 

Robert Teifer, CPD 

Gilbert Wilkinson, CPD 

Casimir Zalewski, CPD 
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ASPE EMC Members That Have Served  
on a National Level 

 
The following is a list of EMC Members who have not only volunteered their time on the Local Level 
of ASPE, but also at the National Level. This list is not exhaustive but is based on the information we 
have been able to gather. We apologize for any member who is not listed here but also served on a 
National Committee or Group. 
 
ASPE National Board of Directors: 
- Brianne Hall – VP Legislative (2018-2022) 
- John E. Matthews – Secretary (1984-1986)  
- Ron George – VP Education (2000-2002) 
- Jill Dirksen – Technical Director (2004-2006) 
 
ASPE Technical Symposium 
- Esteban Cabello - Co-Chairman 2009 Tech Symposium – Dearborn, MI 
 
Design Standards Committee: 
- Jeremy Brown (2018-2020) 
- Brianne Hall (2018-2020) 
- Ron George (1994-2002) 

 
Long Range Planning Committee: 
- William Grayzar (2016-2020) 
- Pamela Hartsell (2018-2020) 
 
Technical & Research Committee: 
- Brianne Hall (2014-2020) 
 
Legislative Committee: 
- William Grayzar (2016-2020) 
- Brianne Hall (2018-2020) 
 
Education Committee: 
- Ron George (1992-2002) Chairman (1994-2000) 
- Esteban Cabello (1998-2004) 
 
Bylaws Committee: 
- William Grayzar (2014-2020) 
- John Matthews (1984-1998)  
 
Nominating Committee: 
- William Grayzar (2016-2020) 
 
College Curriculum Committee: 
- Ron George (1998-2002) 
 
Professional Engineering Working Group: 
- Brianne Hall (2016-2020) 
 
Affiliate Advisory Committee: 
- Dann Holmes (2018-2020) 
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ASPE EMC Members That Have Served  
on a National Level 

 
Women of ASPE Committee: 
- Theresa Card (2016-2020) 
 
ASPE Young Professionals Committee: 
- Theresa Card (2013-2018) 
 
Region 2 Affiliate Liaisons: 
- Fred Taggart (1995-1996) 
- Gary Taggart (1997-2003) 
- Cynthia Zatto (2009-2011) 
- Dann Holmes (2011-2020) 
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ASPE EMC Awards 
 

Chapter Award of Merit 

• 1989/1990 – John E. Matthews, President 

• 1992/1993 – Wilbert Leppanen, President 

• 1993/1994 – Wilbert Leppanen, President 

• 2003/2004 – Doug Cryer, President 

• 2006/2007 – John Nussbaum, President 

• 2007/2008 – John Nussbaum, President 

• 2008/2009 – John Nussbaum, President 

• 2009/2010 – John Nussbaum, President 

• 2010/2011 – John Nussbaum, President 

• 2013/2014 – Joseph Hernandez, President 

• 2014/2015 – William Grayzar, President 

• 2015/2016 – William Grayzar, President 

• 2017/2018 – Brianne Hall, President 

• 2018/2019 – Theresa Card, President 

• 2019/2020 – Theresa Card, President 
 
 
Chapter Awards 

• 1994 – ASPE Membership Growth Award 

• 1994 – ASPE Membership Retention Award 

• 2000 – ASPE Membership Growth Award  

• 2000 – Chairman’s Award for Outstanding Performance by An ASPE Chapter and The 
Continued Overall Excellence and Success of its Technical Programming 

• 2007 – Certificate of Appreciation – for Commitment and Dedication to the Growth, Health and 
Prosperity of the Society for Its Sponsorship and Support of the 2005-2006 Plumbing 
Engineering Design Handbook: Volume 2 Plumbing Systems 

• 2009 – Special Award of Accomplishment – Best Annual Report 

• 2009 – Certificate of Appreciation – for the Chapter’s Commitment and Dedication to the 
Growth, Health and Prosperity of the Society for its Diamond Sponsorship of 2009 Technical 
Symposium 

• 2009 – Certificate of Appreciation – for the Chapter’s Commitment, Dedication and 
Contributions to the Overall Success of the 2009 ASPE technical Symposium 

• 2009 – ASPE as Forever Engraved in the ASPE Building: In Recognition for Its Commitment 
and Dedication to the Growth, Health and Prosperity of the Society for the Forgiveness of All 
Its Past Dues Rebates that Made it Possible for the Society to Purchase its Own Office 
Building 

• 2009 – Director’s Award – For Outstanding Performance by an ASPE Chapter in its Support 
and Growth of the Society and Furthering of the Education of the Engineering Profession 
through its Development, Implementation and Continued Presentation of a Basic and 
Advanced ASPE Handbook Course and its Design Class 

• 2010 – Director’s Award - Outstanding Performance by an ASPE Chapter in Its Support and 
Growth of Society and Furthering of the Education of its Members and the Engineering 
Community Through its Development, Implementation and Continued Presentation of the 
ASPE Handbook and Vendor Classes 

• 2012 – ASPE Membership Growth Award 

• 2012 – ASPE Membership Retention Award 
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ASPE EMC Awards 
 

• 2014 – ASPE Membership Retention Award 

• 2014 – Research Foundation Certificate of Appreciation 

• 2016 – ASPE Membership Retention Award 

• 2016 – ASPE Membership Growth Award 

• 2016 – Director’s Award – Outstanding Performance by an ASPE Chapter for Support and 
Involvement with the State of Michigan Issues on Water Quality 

• 2017 – Director’s Award – Outstanding Performance in the Advancement of the Plumbing 
Industry and for Extending the Goals and Principles of the Society 

• 2018 – ASPE Membership Retention Award 

• 2019 – Director’s Award – Excellence in Education for Promoting the Best of ASE technical 
Programming and Inclusion of Professional Associations 

• 2019 – Director’s Award – Appreciation for Outstanding Performance by an ASPE Chapter in 
Their Development of AYP and WOA Programs and Events 

• 2020 – Director’s Award – Appreciation for Continued Education and Professional Outreach 
Efforts 

 
 
Individual Awards 

• 1983 – Special Member – John Nussbaum 

• 1996 – Certificate of Appreciation – “Exploring New Horizons” Presenter – John Nussbaum 

• 2001 – ASPE Certificate of Merit for Outstanding Service & Accomplishments – John 
Nussbaum 

• 2016 – Peter Warshaw Award for Service on the Society’s Behalf – Dann Holmes 

• 2018 – Special Award of Appreciation – Brianne Hall 

• 2019 – Award of Excellence Challenge Coin Recipients: Brianne Hall, Bill Grayzar, Dann 
Holmes, Pamela Hartsell, Theresa Card 
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EMC Special Members Recognition 
 

Eastern Michigan ASPE chapter members over the years have accomplished noteworthy 
achievements within ASPE, the community they live or work in or the plumbing industry in general 

that protects the health and safety of the general public worldwide. 
 

These are just a few of the many who need mentioning. 
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David J. Rhodes, C.R.D 
By John R. Nussbaum IPP. FASSE/FASPE 

 
Barry Pines brought David Rhodes into the Eastern Michigan chapter of the 
American Society of Plumbing Engineers in 2006, where he served and 
participated through 2010.  David recently retired from Plumbers Local 98. His 40 
years of experience was in installation, estimating and design for plumbing 
systems, gas piping, Hydronic and radiant heating, process piping, ventilation, 
humidification, and de-humidification systems. He was skilled in detail & oriented 
with strong organizational, problem solving, interpersonal and communication 
skills.  
 

His Licenses and Certifications included being certified in Hydronic and Radiant Design, Certified 
Radiant Installer, Medical Gas Design, Installation and Brazing, Certified Space Entry, CPR and First 
AID, Journey Plumber License 1980, Master Plumber License 1990. 
  
During his 4 years with the Chapter he became very active, serving on the board of directors in 2008 
and 2009/10 first as a director than vice president of technical. In 2009 as VP Technical he filled in for 
Ed Hawley (From the Director’s Chair) who was on medical leave during March, April, May and 
October, again in 2010 during January, February and May. David’s director reports were as 
anticipated followed the same criteria that Ed used.  
 
It is worth knowing that along being a member of ASPE he also was a member of the Eastern 
Michigan chapter of the Radiant Panel Association (EMRPA) serving as Secretary on the Board of 
Governors. At that time EMRPA was the third largest chapter in North America behind California, and 
New York, and was listed as the most active chapter in the nation. During this period of time EMRPA 
was meeting at the Plumbing Industry Training Center on the first Wednesday of each month. 
 
As the President of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers 
during this period of time I am humbled and fortunate to have had such a talented board of directors 
with people who could step-in when called upon and do an outstanding job as David Rhodes did 
during this time.   
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Dann Holmes  
by John Nussbaum FASSE/FASPE 

 
Dann was introduced to the p plumbing and heating industry in 1980, he 
spent his early years supplying construction tools, anchors fasteners and 
safety equipment to the industrial and commercial contractors as well as the 
healthcare and facility maintenance/engineering departments.  
 
In 2002 Dann was hired by Viega as a technical consultant to work with PVF 
distributors to reach out to the engineering, healthcare and regulatory 
communities. Ultimately leading to the professional plumbing and heating 
union contractor members of MCA Detroit where I was, Vice President and 
Director of Plumbing and a board member of the Eastern Michigan chapter 
of ASPE and was deeply involved with plumbing education. I was charged 

with hosting many plumbing engineering technical sessions at our 8 mile location by bringing in 
speakers from the various professional and related industry as presenters Dann attended these 
meetings listening and learning.  
 
In the latter part of 2006, Mike Gillespie visited SE Michigan to discuss various proposed plumbing 
code changes. Dann was able to sit in on high level meetings with decision-
makers from around the state. This led to a stop at MCA Detroit where Mike and 
I had a chat. One subject we discussed was how to develop some of the talents 
we both knew Dann possessed. We both agreed to mentor him in codes and 
standards and pass on a greater understanding of plumbing systems. Dann 
made a commitment to be more active in ASPE the Eastern Michigan chapter 
and consider running for a board position.  
 
In 2013, Dann was in discussions with NSF International for a new position they 
were looking to create. They saw him as a good choice for the position. Both I 
and Mike were asked to be references, they were accepted. Weeks later Dann made a career 
change. He started at NSF as a business Unit Manager in the water division’s Mechanical Plumbing 
Program. A short time later he was moved to the Research & Development testing of plastic pipe, 
resins, and their ingredients. He is now a technical consultant in the Building Water Health Program. 
This includes conducting building water risk assessments and developing effective water safety plans 
for industrial, commercial and healthcare facilities.  
 
Dann is honored to be the ASPE Region 2 Director, Affiliate Liaison, in 2019, receiving the Region 2 
Director’s Award for Outstanding Service and Commitment. In 2016 ASPE presented him with the 
Peter E. Warshaw Service Award. He is a board member of the Eastern Michigan chapter of ASPE. 
Dann is a Vice President on the Michigan chapter of ASSE International Board of Directors. In 2016 
he was presented with the L. Glen Shields Award by the ASSE board of Directors, which I was 
honored to be the one presenting him the award. Dann is an adviser to the Healthcare Infection 
Transmission Systems (HITS) BOARD of Directors. He is an active member in the following 
Associations. ASHRAE, NSF as an alternate voting member. He is also a member of SMSHE, and 
the Engineering Society of Detroit. Dann is the American Red Cross coordinator at NSF. He regularly 
presents CEU classes to plumbing and mechanical inspectors, engineers, as well as licensed 
installers. He says he would not be able to accomplish what he has done without the encouragement 
of his loving wife Pam, the support of NSF and the many years of mentoring from caring individuals 
like myself and Mike Gillespie. 
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Esteban Cabello, PE, FASPE  
by John Nussbaum FASSE/FASPE 

 
Esteban began his career in plumbing and HVAC at Wolf Wineman Engineers in 
1990. He joined ASPE in 1991 his mentor at that time was Sam Wineman who 
encouraged him to join industry organizations (ASPE, ASHRAE and the like). 
Sam explained to Esteban that through these professional organizations he 
would learn more by attending (seminars & workshops), by networking, and 
meeting people within the industry. ASPE taught him a great deal more about 
plumbing and networking with his peers and other professionals. While attending 
a Christmas party at the home of Ron George in 1991 he was introduced to Joe 
Hernandez. Joe & Esteban had a lot in common likes and heritage; together they 

became good friends, that which still flourishes today.  
 
Ron George and Joe Hernandez were inspirational in Esteban’s involvement with ASPE as well as 
his acceleration in plumbing design. Over the following 17 years he ran through the chairs of the 
Eastern Michigan chapter of ASPE (Treasurer, VP Legislative, VP Education & President). During this 
period he attended numerous ASPE technical symposiums and was a delegate to many ASPE 
National Conventions. Esteban is an active member locally and nationally and has served as Region 
2 Representative of the Education Committee and as chair of the college curriculum Committee. Ron 
& Joe accompanied him locally and nationally to those events.   
 
The culmination of those 17 years (1991-2008) that he 
ran through the chairs of the Eastern Michigan chapter 
he was inducted into the ASPE College of Fellows. It 
was ASPE’s Inaugural Induction Ceremony held in Long 
Beach CA.  
 
In 2009 Joseph Vela and Esteban co-chaired the 2009 
ASPE Technical Symposium in Dearborn, MI.  
 
Esteban joined ASHRAE in 1991, ASSE in 2004. He 
was appointed to the ASSE Seal Control Board in 2004, 
2011& 2018. He was appointed to ASSE Society 
Scholarship Committee in 2011 & 2017. Esteban served 
as Michigan chapter President 2008-2014. In 2000 he was awarded ASSE MI chapter Engineer of 
the Year award and the Glen Shields in 2018.  
 
Governor John Engler appointed him to serve on the Michigan Construction Code Commission 2000-
2005. Mayor Dave Bing appointed him to serve on the Board of Appeals & Rules for the Building 
Department 2011-2014. Mayor Michael Duggan appointed him to continue to serve on the Board of 
Appeals & Rules for the Building Department 2014-2020 (present). In 2000 Esteban Founded JRED 
Engineering. Over the past 20 years he and Ron George collaborated on numerous projects together. 
In 2017, Joseph joined JRED Engineering. At Esteban request to help with the work load and to help 
train his son in plumbing design. Esteban believes that he has been blessed for his friendship with 
Joe a charter member of ASPE. 

 
Esteban and I met in the early 1990’s through our mutual involvement with ASPE. We immediately 
became friends. He say’s I was like a father figure mentoring him on all the different aspects of the 
professional organization chairs/ committees /offices. I convinced him to join ASSE which led him to 
become the chapter president and further involvement on the national level. 
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Esteban Cabello, PE, FASPE 

 
Esteban Cabello is one of those people who when you meet him you know he has it altogether to be 
successful. I recognized this when we met and I am proud to have been part of his long time career in 

the plumbing and mechanical engineering field. 
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Joe Hernandez, CPD 
by John Nussbaum FASSE/FASPE 

 
In 1974 Joe was one of the engineers who were prompted to form a chapter of 
the American Society of Plumbing Engineers. The chapter was officially accepted 
December 13th of 1975 Joe Hernandez was one of the charter members along 
with John Matthews and Larry Keelan who I personally enjoyed knowing and 
working with over many years. After taking a 13 year hiatus he returned to the 
EMC-ASPE and reintroduced himself to ASPE not as a tag along but as a 
productive member. 
 
Chapter President Ron George immediately put him to work as VP Tech. Joe 

quickly made friends with John Matthews, me John Nussbaum, Bob Fecso, Dough Cryer and many 
more. Joe claims I was the person that molded his career with ASPE. He claimed I was demanding 
but never unreasonable. When his time on the board was over I would not let him just sit so I created 
another board position, Secretary of Education, A post he proudly served for many years. I also made 
him the chapter instructor teaching plumbing design on the same night as our general meeting. Joe 
mentioned he would be remiss not to mention Ed Hawley and how he considered him to be a 
technical guru. Joe has claimed that Ed Hawley helped him to become a dedicated plumbing 
engineer.  
 
In 1991Joe met Esteban Cabello at a Christmas party at the home of Ron George. At this particular 
time Esteban was a prominent figure with ASSE and ASPE as was Ed Hawley. This was Joes 
beginning of a long and enduring friendship with Esteban which still flourishes today.  
Joe in 1992 passed and became a proud holder of the CIPE and later the CPD.   
 
While VP Tech in 1995/ 1996 Joe received the region 2 chairman’s award for his novel approach/ 
idea that the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE adopted and became a teaching chapter. In the later 
part of 1996 Joe was elected president 1996-1998.  
 
Year 2000 Joe’s church a Historic Ste. Anne’s Church of Detroit the second oldest church in the 
United States. (Ste. 1701). The church was experiencing trouble with their heating system. Joe 
recommended Esteban Cabello to get this work of designing the correction. This was the beginning of 
JRED Inc. that today is a thriving consulting engineering firm that Joe is a happy part of its staff. 
Though retired but never tired of doing the design’s that JRED allows him to be part of Esteban’s 
team. 
 
Joe again was p resident in 2002-2003 and again when he followed me 2011-2014. 
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Ron George, CPD 
by John Nussbaum FASSE/FASPE 

 
Ron George is president of Plumb-Tech Design & Consulting Services LLC, 
He has been working in the plumbing, mechanical, fire protection design field 
since 1978 as a plumbing & mechanical system designer. Ron has also been 
providing forensic investigations and expert witness services for litigation 
cases involving plumbing & mechanical system failures. 
Ron’s First ASPE Meeting was in 1978 in the Dallas/Fort -Worth Chapter of 
ASPE while he was working for Love, Frieberg & Associates Inc., Consulting 
Engineers in Fort Worth, Texas. 
 
Ron became a member of the Dallas Fort Worth chapters of ASPE and ASSE 
in 1979. In 1980 he attended his first ASPE convention in Atlanta Georgia. He 

was urged by his employers to attend numerous plumbing design and Heating Ventilation & Air 
Conditioning (HVAC) design classes at local colleges and universities in North Texas and many 
seminars sponsored by his employer, ASPE and ASHRAE. 
 
Early in the 1980s, Ron took a position as a senior plumbing designer with Carter & Burgess 
Engineers & planners, a large MEP engineering, civil, survey firm with over a dozen offices and about 
360 employees in their Fort Worth offices. Ron became Vice President of the Dallas Fort Worth 
(DFW) chapter of ASPE. When the Certification in Plumbing Engineering (CIPE) Program was first 
announced, Ron was VP of the DFW chapter of ASPE and he worked closely with Al Steele the 
author of many ASPE Plumbing design and engineering books. It was Al Steele and Ron George 
Who at the 1988 ASPE convention in Washington D.C that sold the delegates on the position of VP 
Education. However It took four years for Al Steele’s proposal for a Vice President of Education to be 
ratified by the delegates and after ratification, it took effect at the end of that convention, the first 
election for VP education occurred 2 years later in 1996. 
 
After Texas it was ASPE (Central Illinois Chapter), ASPE Palmetto Chapter (South Carolina), and 
ASPE Central Indiana Chapter it was there that he worked to establish a Plumbing Design Class at 
Indiana University, Purdue University at Indianapolis,(UPUI). 
 
ASPE EM Chapter; In the early 1990’s Ron accepted a position in Southfield Michigan as a plumbing 
designer at Wolf Wineman Engineers designing plumbing for several hospital projects in S.E. 
Michigan and he joined the Eastern Michigan chapter ASPE. He was welcomed in to the Eastern 
Michigan chapter by John E. Matthews, whom he had met at prior ASPE Conventions. Ron & 
Esteban worked together on various Healthcare projects while at Wolf Wineman.  
 
 When Ron became an officer of the Eastern Michigan chapter of ASPE, he changed the meetings to 
dinner meetings to allow for a longer meeting time to allow a more detailed technical presentation and 
to allow for a little more time before and after the meeting for socializing, networking and discussion 
among members at the meetings. Ron also established a tradition of having a catered meal with 
tabletop vendors at meetings that had products on display related to the evening’s technical meeting 
topic to offset the cost of the meal in order to offer the meal for free to all ASPE members.  This was a 
tremendous success and it significantly increased the attendance at the chapter meetings.     
 
 Ron met me (John Nussbaum) at a plumbing industry meeting and later at ASPE meetings.  Ron 
became more acquainted with me at some ASSE board meetings held at the Plumbing & Heating 
Industry (PHI) of Detroit building and at a Legionella Seminar that was held at the PHI building in the 
early 1990s.  Ron and I served together on the ASSE Michigan chapter board with Barry  
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Ron George, CPD 
 
Pines, Paul Bladdick, Dan Murray and Scott Knight. We also served together on the ASPE Eastern 
Michigan Chapter Board and we both were members of, or attendees at, various other plumbing 
industry meetings. Ron hosted a holiday party at his home in 1991. The Board and various members 
of ASPE and ASSE were invited.  Ron met Joe Hernandez at this party. Other people Ron met while 
serving on the board of directors of ASPE and ASSE were: Barry Pines, Paul Bladdick, Dan Murray, 
Allan Grundy, and a host of other engineers, contractors and inspectors from Southeast Michigan.  
Ron became involved with many plumbing industry associations including the American Society of 
Plumbing Engineers (ASPE), the American Society of Sanitary Engineering (ASSE), the Michigan 
Backflow Prevention Association (MBPA), The Society of Fire Protection Engineers (SFPE), Tri-
County Plumbing Inspectors Association, the Michigan Mechanical Inspectors Association (MMIA), 
the Southeast Michigan Plumbing Inspectors Association (SEMPIA), the Michigan Society of Hospital 
Engineers (MSHE), the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME), the American Society for 
Testing & Materials (ASTM), the American Society of Heating, Refrigeration and Air-conditioning 
Engineers (ASHRAE) and the Association of Independent Manufacturers Reps (AIM/R). Ron met me 
at various industry meetings while I was the executive Director of the Plumbing, Heating, and Cooling 
Contractors Association of Southeast Michigan (PHCCASM) which shared facilities with MCA Detroit.  
Ron soon commented that we seemed to both be active in a lot of plumbing related organizations. In 
the 1990s, Ron put on a day-long plumbing design class at the Local 98 Plumbing Training Center 
located on 7 mile Rd. in Detroit. 
  
Eastern Michigan Plumbing Industry Coalition (EMPIC); During one of our meetings, Ron said it 
seems like many of these plumbing related organizations had common interests, such as the 
plumbing code, and code updates, product standards and various other issues such as safety and 
backflow prevention.  Ron and I discussed forming an industry coalition in Southeast Michigan where 
the plumbing industry organizations boards of directors could meet to discuss issues affecting 
everyone. Ron asked me to name the organization and the name the “Eastern Michigan Plumbing 
Industry Coalition” (EMPIC) was chosen.  The first President was me, (John Nussbaum) and Ron 
George served as the organizations first, vice president and later as President of EMPIC. The 
organization’s board of directors consisted of the president of each member organization. Member 
organizations were: ASPE, ASSE, MBPA, Tri-County Inspectors, Plumbing Inspectors Association of 
Michigan (PIAM), Southeast Michigan Plumbing Inspectors Association (SEMPIA), the American 
Society of Heating, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) Detroit, Mechanical 
Contractors Association (MCA) Detroit, Plumbing, Heating Cooling Contractors Association of 
Southeast Michigan (PHCCASM), Local 98 Plumbers union,  Local 190 Plumbers & Pipefitter union, 
Local 636 pipefitters, the Association of Independent Manufacturers Reps (AIMR) and others. Most of 
the plumbing related organizations in Southeast Michigan were members and participated at one time 
on important topics such as code updates, backflow prevention and new technologies. The 
organization was one of the first of its kind in the country. The goals of the organization were to 
address areas of similar interests and have one or two joint meetings per year to discuss topics that 
were of common interest to all of the plumbing related organizations. Ron asked me (John 
Nussbaum) to develop some bylaws and the organization was formed.  The meetings needed to be 
planned far in advance in order for each organization to be able to approve of meeting dates that did 
not conflict with their organizations activities.  There were several joint meetings of the coalition with 
the attendance in the hundreds.  Code update meetings were popular and high profile speakers were 
popular.  The EMPIC organization had several years of success until the two founding left the board 
then it seems the organization lost its momentum. Ron has said “the glue that held the industry 
together was John Nussbaum. He was like Al Cohen; who was chairman of the Michigan State 
Plumbing  
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Ron George, CPD 
 
Board for many years. He urged most people to join ASSE which was the only plumbing industry 
organization around in his time”.    
 
While serving as an officer of the Eastern Michigan ASPE Chapter in the early 1990s Ron created a 
semester-long plumbing design program covering all the plumbing design basics at Oakland 
Community College through their Continuing Education Department. The Classes were several 
months long and were held every Saturday Morning from 8 am until noon. He had 55 students sign 
up for the first class, 36 of which became new ASPE members in one month. This surge in 
attendance from the class set an attendance record that year for ASPE for new members and the 
Eastern Michigan Chapter won the ASPE membership growth award.  The success of Ron’s 
plumbing design classes seemed confirmed Al Steele was right about “education” being the key to 
membership growth and a stronger ASPE organization. The following year, Ron held the classes 
again and had 33 more students signed up and he again included the cost of ASPE membership for 
non-ASPE members signing up for the class. During the class, he gave each non-member person 
taking the class a membership application for ASPE.  This allowed many more new members by 
including the membership in the cost of the class.  This led to another membership growth award for 
the Chapter.   
   
Ron received the ASPE Region 2 Chairman’s awards from Region 2 chairman Ed Liggett for his 
education programs and membership growth which helped grow the chapter from 99 members to 165 
members in two years.  Ron also received the “ASPE Society Presidents Award” from Society 
President Michael Granata for Serving as Chairman of the Society Education Committee and for 
developing a model education program at Oakland Community College. 
 
Ron replaced Al Steele on the CIPE Exam Committee for ASPE after Al Steele passed away. The 
CIPE Exam committee included Phil French, Ed Maybeck, Calvin Laws, and a host of ASPE leaders.  
Ron served on the CIPE Exam committee for several years during the transition from the CIPE exam 
to the CPD exam. Ron helped write new exam questions for the increased level of experience from 5 
years equivalent experience for the CIPE exam to 8 years of equivalent experience for the CPD 
exam. Later, in the mid-1990s Ron put together an “Advanced Plumbing Design Class” covering a lot 
of specialty plumbing design topics like: Medical gas systems, Lab gas systems, Ultra-pure water 
systems, fire protection systems, high-rise plumbing design, compressed air systems, acid waste and 
vent systems, and many other specialty plumbing system design topics.   
       
While serving as VP Education Ron volunteered his personal time and developed thirteen 
PowerPoint Plumbing Design education programs based on the overhead slides he had been using 
for his prior plumbing design classes.  Ron eventually resigned from the ASPE Society board. He 
copied the education PowerPoint programs on DVDs he created and mailed them to the VP 
Education or VP Technical of every ASPE Chapter at his own expense.  Ron eventually taught these 
classes on a national level and offered plumbing design classes as a guest lecturer at Lawrence 
Technological University, and for the College of Engineering, Department of Continuing Education for 
the University of Wisconsin and the University of Minnesota. 

 
In the early 1990s, Ron, John Matthews and I attended the model code hearings together each year.  
We were addressing code issues that affected everyone in the plumbing industry when the model 
codes were adopted.  We started with the BOCA Plumbing Code attending the code hearings 
between 1990 and 1993 for the 1993 Edition of the BOCA Codes.  During this time, Ron and John 
Matthews used their vacation time and volunteered their time to attend the code  
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Ron George, CPD 
 
hearings which generally lasted about a week.  John Matthews and Ron Shared a hotel room to keep 
costs down and I (John Nussbaum) decided to form a Code Study and Development committee and 
seek funding for the committee to review the codes ahead of time to address any code issues 
affecting SE Michigan. I established funding by sale of code books to plumbing industry associations 
in S.E. Michigan.     
 
Ron has been a monthly columnist for Plumbing Engineer magazine since 1994. His column was 
called “Design Guide” for many years he wrote for the magazine on a volunteer basis. The Code 
Update columnist left to write for another publication.  And Pat Higgins took over the “Code Update” 
column and soon became friends with Ron. Ron was asked by me to attend the model code hearings 
and during Ron’s attendance at the ICC hearings in Cincinnati, OH, with me and John Matthews, Ron 
was invited to have dinner with Pat Higgins. During that dinner Ron and Pat got to know each other 
much better.  Pat mentioned to Ron something about the monthly stipend that he received for his 
code column efforts. Ron told Pat that he had been writing for Plumbing Engineer magazine on a 
purely voluntary basis. Pat was surprised and said he had read Ron’s columns for years and he 
should be getting some sort of a stipend for his efforts. Pat said he would talk to the publisher to see 
that Ron get a stipend for his efforts.  Soon after, Ron received a small stipend for his monthly 
columns. Ron has been writing for Plumbing Engineer Magazine for over 26 years and he is now the 
longest serving columnist in the history of the magazine. He has worked with many editors and two 
owners during his time writing for the magazine. 
 
Pat Higgins urged Ron to participate in the plumbing product standards process by getting on special 
interest group committees like ASME, ASSE.  Pat told Ron these committees of special interest 
groups, representatives of the manufacturer’s have very little input from design professionals, 
contractors, or code officials, and that kind of participation in valuable.  Pat said “they need input from 
design professionals like you”. Ron started joining committees. Ron has helped manufacturers in 
many instances such as technical support and drafting proposals for a code or standard related 
issue. Ron has also helped manufacturers introduce new products, navigate certification and testing 
requirements to become certified to a standard and listed as complying with industry standards in 
order to gain code compliance.  
 
After Pat Higgins untimely death Ron accepted to write the “Code Update” Column in the Plumbing 
Engineer magazine. Pat Higgins had proposed code changes that Ron had talked to Pat about over a 
dinner meeting. So, Ron testified in support of the code changes, Pat had proposed giving an oral 
explanation of why Pat wanted to have a code change requiring temperature actuated (thermostatic) 
mixing valves for certain fixtures as a scald prevention measure. Ron also Testified at meetings of the 
Building Officials and Code Administrators (BOCA) and (IAPMO) the International Association of 
Plumbing & Mechanical Officials, the International Code Council (ICC), The National Standard 
Plumbing Code (NSPC), and at many State Code hearings.  
 
Ron is a member of the International Code Council and he has served on the International Plumbing 
Code (IPC) technical committee and he served on the International Residential Code, Plumbing & 
Mechanical Code Committee (IRC-PM) and eventually was voted vice-chairman and then chairman 
of the IRC-PM Committee for two 3-year cycles. Ron has also served two terms as a member of the 
International Code Council’s, Plumbing, Mechanical and fuel Gas Code, Interpretations Committee 
(PMG-CIC) providing written code interpretations for the International Plumbing, Mechanical and Fuel 
Gas and residential Plumbing & Mechanical codes.   
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Ron George, CPD 
 
 Ron has also been a member of IAPMO for many years and served on the International Association 
of Plumbing & Mechanical Officials “Standards Council” which oversees development of the Uniform 
Plumbing Code & the Uniform Mechanical Codes.  The Standards council also hears appeals to the 
code change process and selects technical committee members to serve on the technical 
committees.  He has also been active with the following associations: The American Society of 
Mechanical Engineers (ASME) A112 Committee & various standard task groups; the American 
Society of Sanitary Engineering (ASSE) Various Committees; the American Society of Testing and 
Materials (ASTM) Cast iron pipe & plastic pipe committees, the National Sanitation Foundation (NSF) 
PERT plastic pipe committee, FOG committee, & 444 Building Water Safety Committee; the 
American Society of Heating, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Engineers (ASHRAE) TC 6.6 Service 
Water eating Committee, ASHRAE 188 committee, ASHRAE Guideline 12 committee, TC3.6 Water 
treatment; the American Backflow Prevention Association (ABPA), the Michigan Backflow Prevention 
Association (MBPA), and the American Water Works Association Premise Plumbing Committee.  He 
was also a frequent presenter for the Tri-County Plumbing Inspectors Association, the Southeast 
Michigan Plumbing Inspectors Association and the Michigan Mechanical Inspectors Association.  He 
has given numerous seminars for various Plumbing & Mechanical industry associations including 
plumbing engineering associations and chapters and contractors’ associations and for manufacturer’s 
representatives. 
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History of the Johnston’s and  
The Balfrey-Johnston Company  

by John Nussbaum FASSE/FASPE 
 

Founded in 1959 by Norman Johnston and William Balfrey, when William 
Balfrey passed away in the early 1960’s – sole ownership of the company 
went to Norman Johnston. George Johnston Sr. began working for the 
company in 1978. He joined the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE in 1980. 
George Johnston Sr. took over the company as President of Balfrey & 
Johnston Company in 1983. George Sr. is a member of ASPE, ASSE and 
ASHRAE.  
 

George Sr. became the Eastern Michigan chapter of ASPE Corresponding 
Secretary taking over from Albert Mahalak in 1988. He received an ASPE chapter award plaque for 
serving as corresponding Secretary 1994 – 1996; it is proudly displayed on his office wall for us to 
view. George Sr. was also a recipient of the ASSE Manufacturer of the year award presented to him 
by John E. Matthews.  
 

George Johnston II also a member of ASPE began working for the company in 2003 and began 
sharing the position of Corresponding Secretary with his dad. In 2011 George II 
became the Corresponding Secretary through 2020. 
 

Jeff Johnston began working for the company in 2005 and, his brother Scott Johnston 
in 2009. 
 

The Balfrey Johnston Company has sponsored numerous ASPE meetings providing 
both vendor tabletops and speakers. George Sr. on many occasions was a presenter 
of new plumbing products, their proper use and code acceptance.  
 

2019 marked the 60th anniversary of the manufacturer’s representative firm of Balfrey 
& Johnston, Inc. Founded in 1959 by Norman Johnston and William Balfrey, Balfrey & Johnston has 
grown from modest beginnings to represent over 25 different manufacturers throughout the plumbing, 
heating, and specialties markets. From their start in a tiny office on Mack Avenue, moving to a small 
storefront on James Cousins expanding to a medium sized warehouse on Coolidge Highway, a larger 
warehouse on Eight Mile Road and finally moving to our current 24,000 square foot location at 13050 
Northend in Oak Park Michigan, growth has been a continuous process for their firm. 
 

With 20 plus dedicated employees, they help their customers with almost any plumbing item on any 
project, including roof drains, stainless steel sinks, water coolers, oil interceptors, pumps, tankless 
water heaters, boilers, and much more. They can also provide Section 10 products including toilet 
partitions and accessories.  
 

By embracing change, technology, and best practices throughout their business, they are able to 
survive and thrive as the economy changes. They offer solutions to all segments of the industry and 
are always leading the way with water and energy conserving plumbing and heating products, which 
has also paved the way for their growth.  
 

The firm’s success and longevity has also been assisted by representing quality driven manufacturers 
such as Armstrong Fluid Technology, Boilermag, Centrotherm, Chroma-lox, Circuit Solver, Elkay, 
Filed Controls, Green Turtle, Guardian Safety Equipment, Leonard Valve, Navien, PVI, Rector Seal, 
Stern-Williams, Wilkins, Willoughby and Zurn.  
 
With the third generation of Johnston’s George II, Jeffrey, Scott along with Dan McClary managing 
the firm, they look forward to providing the construction markets quality products for the next 60 years 
and beyond! 
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History of the Taggart’s and  
The Taggart-Night Company  

by John Nussbaum FASSE/FASPE 
 

Fred W. Taggart; Journeyman Plumber with Plumbers Local 98 
for many years, serving on the Apprentice Examining Board, 
the Finance Committee and a Delegate to national UA 
conventions and meetings. I met Fred Taggart in 1950 when I 
applied to become a plumbing apprentice at local 98. I was 
quickly turned away because I was not the son of journey 
plumber (in those days that was a requirement). I was working 
at American Standard Industries a plumbing company owned 
by my cousin Steve Lanyi. Steve sent me back a second time 
with another letter asking them to reconsider and accept me 

into the apprentice program. It was Fred Taggart who convinced them to take me in because the 
company was a union hiring company hiring local 98 plumbers. 
 
Fred a licensed plumber began his selling career in 1958. After working for various firms, he had the 
opportunity to start his own company as a manufacturer’s representative. In 1974 he founded the 
Taggart Company. The Taggart Company has participated at MPMCA Expos since its inception in 
1974. Fred also served on the MPMCA 100th Anniversary Celebration committee. 
In 1976 Fred performed as the master of ceremonies during the inception of the Eastern Michigan 
chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers at the chapter dinner. Fred served two terms 
as the Region II Affiliate Liaison Representative for ASPE. 
 
Fred was the recipient of many Industry awards. At a 1998 Michigan ASSE Chapter Annual Awards 
Dinner Meeting then President Paul Bladdick after sharing personal anecdotes Fred presented him 
an ASSE 40-year Membership Certificate. Jim Barnhart UA Local 98 Financial Secretary/Treasurer 
shared memories of Fred’s long history (over 50 years) with the Local, honored him with a plaque. 
Joe Hernandez presented Fred a certificate of appreciation from the Eastern Michigan Chapter of 
ASPE. Fred’s wife June Taggart was recognized with flowers to honor her many years of participation 
in the Ladies Auxiliary which raised money for the ASSE scholarship fund.  
 
Fred Semi-Retired in 1997 and turned the reins over to his sons, Gary and Scott. In 2003 Knight 
Sales joined the Taggart Company and Taggart-Night Group, LLC was formed. After 15 Years the 
Taggart Company bought out Knight Sales share of the business in 2018. Gary Taggart a member of 
plumbers Local 98 received his plumber’s license and degree from Wayne State University in 1971. 
Gary joined the company in October of 1974. Gary has been a member of ASPE the Eastern 
Michigan Chapter since 1976. He served as VP Membership from 1980 to 1984. During this time the 
Michigan Chapter split into East and West. Gary followed his father Fred Taggart as Region II Affiliate 
Liaison from 1997 through 2003 and chaired the Night at the Races. 
 
Gary recalls that Mac Wallace had the connection at Windsor Races way that started the ASPE 
“Night at the Races”. Gary took it over for several years after Mac stepped down. At the 2000 ASSE 
Awards Banquet Gary Received the Mac Wallace Award from Meek Walker (In-Sink-Erator), then in 
2001 he presented it to Dave Meek (Meek Beck & Associates) in 2001. Ann Taggart, Gary’s wife 
accompanied Gary to many of these meetings together as well as the Region II Presidents meetings.  
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History of the Taggart’s and  
The Taggart-Night Company  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Scott Taggart began full time at the company in 1985 while also getting his degree from Lawrence 
Technological University.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Michael Taggart (Gary’s son) joined the company after graduating from Western Michigan University 
in 1993  
 
The Taggart-Knight Group, LLC continues to represent premier manufacturers in the Michigan market 
and supports ASPE through sponsorships and four individual memberships covering both East and 
West chapters. 

 
David Meek 

 
David started with Meek-Beck-Ray / Detroit in 1974. He Joined the Eastern 
Michigan ASPE Chapter soon after, although he was not a charter 
member. He has worked with many veterans in the plumbing specification 
industry…too many to name here. 
 
David was on the board a few years and in 2001 received the Malcolm 
Wallace Rep of the Year Award. 
 
He is working with New Century Sales (Meek-Beck merged with them). 
David now resides and his office is in Grand Rapids. 
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Norman E. Hall 
 
Norman E. Hall shares his knowledge of pumping and heat 
transfer with the Eastern Michigan Chapter every one of his 35 
years as a member. (check with society). In fact, He has a 
great record of being the main speaker at an ASPE chapter 
each year for the last 25 years.   
 
Norm is a graduate engineer from Wayne State University. 
Although he holds a BSEE with a major in electro-mechanical 
systems, the change to a career in mechanical engineering 
was a great tradeoff.  
 
He is happily married to his bride, Denise. They have 2 

children and 3 grandchildren with more on the way. The grandchildren, along with golf, genealogy, 
and helping local banks are Norm’s leisure activities.  
 
He works at R. L. Deppmann (RLD), a manufacturer’s representative for pumps, boiler, and water 
heaters in Michigan and Northern Ohio.  Over the past 44 years at RLD Norm has worked on 
design/engineering of systems, estimating, sales & management. He was the president of that firm 
from 1991 to 2017.  
 
Norm is a Past President of the ASHRAE-Detroit Chapter. He is a past president of the Bell & Gossett 
Representatives Association and a member of the Badger Meter Rep Council. 
 
He creates a weekly blog, started in 2009, “The R L Deppmann Monday Morning Minutes” where he 
shares his experience.  Customers say, “He is a source of knowledge, shares the knowledge with us, 
and looks out for our best interest as if he worked at our company”. 
 
 
Norm comments, “Congratulations to the Eastern Michigan chapter of the American Society of 
Plumbing Engineers. The members of this great organization are the reason is such a vibrant 
chapter. “ 
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Cindy Zatto 
 

Cindy first got involved with ASPE when she became a member of the East 
Michigan Chapter of ASPE in 1988.  She met Past President John Matthews, the 
specification writer, at Harley, Ellis, Pierce, & Yee, and he encouraged her to 
attend ASPE.  After introductions at her first meeting, John asked if she were a 
member of American Society of Plumbing Engineers, and when she responded 
that she was not, John handed her an application for membership in East Michigan 
Chapter.  She understood the importance of belonging to a group that had 
common goals and ideals and she sent in her application.  
 

Cindy has many special memories of her time with the Chapter and says she has 
met many interesting, and heroic people through her involvement and association 

with both ASPE EMC, and WMC chapters.  She has watched as new members, new products, and 
new methods have come into the plumbing industry, and evolve to become the new industry leaders, 
and the new customary products and methods in our industry.  She says she has been privileged to 
watch history in the making where engineers, plumbing contractors, and code officials have worked 
together for the common good, much through the dedication and efforts of John Nussbaum, and 
other senior industry persons who have given so much of their time to better the whole of our 
plumbing industry.   
 

In the early 1980’s, she was basically the only woman attending ASPE EMC meetings at PHC on 8 
Mile in Detroit.  She is now glad to see the many women who have joined the plumbing industry, and 
who are making their contributions towards the betterment of the industry.  One especially notable 
memory she has is of attending a State of Michigan Plumbing Board meeting with John Matthews 
and other EMC board members on the morning when all government buildings were locked down on 
9.11.2001. 
 

Cindy is most proud of having served on the ASPE EMC Board as V.P. Membership where she was 
able to offer information and encourage engineers and others to become new members of ASPE 
EMC.  She has been able to carry a similar torch as John Matthews did when, early in her career, he 
explained the importance of being a member of ASPE EMC and encouraged her to become involved 
in the plumbing industry.  She is grateful to have served on EMC Host Committee for the 2009 Tech 
Symposium that was held in Dearborn and as our Region 2 Affiliate for many years. 
 

Cindy has been involved in other organizations in our industry, including serving as a Board Member 
of ASSE Michigan Chapter, a Member of SE Michigan Code Study and Development, a State of 
Michigan Code Instructor, and a member of ASHRAE Detroit Chapter.   In 2011 ASSE bestowed on 
her the honor of L. Glen Shields Award.  In 2009 ASSE bestowed on her the honor of Fellow Award.  
In 2007 ASPE EMC bestowed on her a certificate for conspicuous accomplishment in the recruitment 
of new ASPE members within the East Michigan Chapter.  In 2001 she received an ASPE EMC 
Certificate of Merit signed by then President, Bob Fecso.  
 

Over the past 35+ years, Cindy has attended local and national ASPE meetings, and events, and has 
many fond memories of the people she has come to know and serve with in our industry.  She has 
enjoyed working with ASPE EMC board members on the annual planning of topics and speakers for 
local meetings, working to get ad sponsors for the ASPE newsletter, working with manufacturers to 
promote their new products, attending meetings & various events, selling raffle tickets for ASPE EMC, 
& ASSE Scholarship Fund, and working on the decorating committee for several ASPE/ASSE 
banquets.   The Chapter has been truly fortunate to have Cindy among is honored members for so 
many years! 
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Theresa Green 
 

 
Theresa first became involved with ASPE when she was hired at MCA 
Detroit in 2011.  She credits John Nussbaum for encouraging her to assist 
with publishing the ASPE EMC association newsletter and other publications 
for ASSE.  
 
The contribution she is most proud of is the ASPE EMC website.  Theresa 
created the new website and surprised the association once it was 
complete.  She was so proud that the board appreciated the site and that it 
would be of value to the members, and it’s only gotten better over the years. 
 
She told us that all board members have been extremely professional and 
helpful.  Pam Hartsell in particular, she said, has always been most 

encouraging, supportive and understanding during the most pressing times. 
 
A special memory she shared was of her first attendance to the ASSE Awards Event where she was 
able to meet all the people she had been conversing with on the phone and via email, in person. She 
said it was a wonderful event that makes her smile whenever she thinks back on that evening! 
 
Theresa wanted us to know that serving as support to the ASPE EMC board has been a great 
experience and a pleasure from day one.  In her words: “The ASPE EMC board members never 
cease to amaze me as they volunteer their time and great effort to better our community’s health and 
safety through their experience, education and the advancement of the plumbing engineering 
industry.  What an honor to be of service to such a meaningful association.” 
 
So much can be said about Theresa Green’s contributions to the Chapter that it’s hard to capture in 
words.  When she was approached about being included in the History Book her grateful, yet humble 
response was a perfect example of her character.  We have been very fortunate to have her talent on 
the Board for so many years.  She is truly an exceptional person! 

 
Alan Deal 

 
A framed 3rd grade writing assignment hangs in my home office, states 
the answers to the question “What do you want to do when you grow up?”  
My first choice – a baseball player, and my back-up plan was to be a 
“RUDE (Ruud) water heater salesman” like my father was for Michigan 
Consolidated gas company.   Fortunately, my baseball career ended 
before I left elementary school, so I focused on my sales career.   Being 
the fifth child in a family of ten, I learned very early about the value of high 
recovery water heaters. I used my 6th grade science experiment to 
determine which used more hot water a shower or a bath, in an attempt to 
convince my siblings what was the most efficient use of resources for the 
good of the family!  These events led me to promote conservation and 
avoid waste, while using data to drive your decisions, which have stayed 

as my core beliefs to this day. 

 
The summer prior to graduation from Michigan State University, worked as an intern for Energy 
Conservation Devices in Farmingdale, NY creating an engineering sizing program for boiler 
economizers and waste heat reclamation.  I then had the challenge to convert the program for use on 
some early programmable calculators with a total of 64k of memory. 
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Alan Deal 
 
Upon graduation from Michigan State University with a BSEM, I went to work for an Engineering firm 
in Syracuse, NY overseeing a spectrum of energy conservation performance contracting projects 
including mechanical, electrical and process engineering in the greater Cleveland, Ohio area. 
 
I returned to Michigan to assume an engineered product sales position for Energy Conservation 
Devices, in OEM sales to boiler manufacturers and regional distributors with a company now known 
as Hamilton Engineering.  In 1985 I returned to industrial engineering in the Paint finishing industry to 
gain more professional development experience working under professional engineers and 
successfully passed the PE exam in 1987. 
 
In 1987 I Joined Huron Valley Sales, a family business, as a sales Engineer, selling boiler systems for 
domestic hot water and hydronic heating applications with specialty areas of snow melting, hydronic 
radiant heating and energy conservation projects. I Joined ASHRAE in 1988 and ASPE 1989. 
 
I joined the Radiant Panel Association in 1994, now known as the Radiant Professionals Alliance, a 
sub-group of IAPMO. This was an industry trade group to assist designers and contractors with 
proper design and installation techniques for hydronic radiant and snow melting systems. I was a 
founding member and the first President (1999-2002) of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of the Radiant 
Panel Association 
 
In 1996, we launched a new company – Performance Engineering Group, to distribute domestic hot 
water systems, HVAC and hydronic heating along with snow melting systems.  Through the years we 
have introduced new technologies concepts and strategies to the industry  
 
Was recognized by Eastern MI ASPE chapter as follows: 

• 2000 for serving as Hospitality Chairman from 1994-1999.  

• Received the Malcomb Wallace award 2006 

• Received the John Matthews award in 2007 
 
Detroit ASHRAE chapter Board of Governors 1995 -2003, serving as secretary in 2000, and Chapter 
President in 2002-03.  
 
In 2017 I was recognized on behalf of the Detroit ASHRAE Chapter with the distinguished service 
award by the Engineering Society of Detroit. 
 
Frequent presenter at various professional group conferences including: 
ASPE/ASHRAE/USGBC/MSBO 
 
ASPE presentations included several local and a national presentation on Domestic Hot Water 
System Sizing Strategies, LEED compliance, Proper Mixing valve sizing and Snow Melting Design. 
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Michael Melaragni 
 

 
Mike was a young plumbing contractor when he read an article in an industry 
magazine about how ASPE was offering and exam to become certification in 
plumbing design.  It was initially called the CIPE (Certified in Plumbing 
Engineering) and back then it was only being offered for the second time.  Mike 
found that there was a lot of commonality between his training as a plumber and 
the content on the exam, so he decided to give it try.  He purchased some study 
materials and, using his knowledge as a Master Plumber, became one of the first 
people to successfully pass it.   
 
When Mike first joined ASPE back in 1990, he was married with 4 young children 
and knew he had to be selective with his time.  What really drew him to ASPE 

were the core values of education and continuous improvement. These values earned his 
commitment to our organization. 
 
Mike is most proud of his contribution as an educator. The training sessions he provided have been 
some of the most well received by our membership. His willingness to help develop training materials 
and present on challenging topics is just one of the reasons the chapter has valued his involvement.  
As a member of the PITC Board of Directors, Mike has also helped to ensure that our chapter has a 
consistent and high-quality venue to hold our monthly meetings. 
 
The technical presentations by other EMC leaders are something Mike has always looked forward to.  
He says he has never walked out of a class without learning something, and for that he is eternally 
grateful.  
 
Mike has participated on the EMC Chapter Board as a director for many years and the advice he as 
shared has helped steer us in the right direction.  He has always tried to give back by doing whatever 
he could to help the chapter and the organization.  His efforts have been tremendous, and for that 
Mike, we are all eternally grateful! 
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Paul Baker 
 
 

At the end of his apprenticeship, Paul was looking for some guidance, so he 
approached the director of apprenticeship training, Carl Schroeder, and asked 
“what’s next?”  Carl invited him to a meeting at the Mechanical Contractors 
Association (MCA) Detroit office, and there he was introduced to ASPE.  The 
presentation was on medical gas installations, which Paul says went way over his 
head, and he realized there was a lot he could learn from this group.  John 
Nussbaum was a close associate of his from the American Society of Sanitary 
Engineering (ASSE), and both Carl and John encouraged Paul to attend whenever 
he could. Though he didn’t realize at the time, he was doing some very valuable 

networking.  It was also where he met his future training partner, Mike Melaragni. 
 
Years later, the EMC Chapter started holding meetings at the Plumbing Industry Training Center 
(PITC), where Paul was an instructor.  It was then that Paul decided to join.  He began to help 
organize the events and attended them regularly.  What he discovered was that he was able to take 
the things he learned and translate them to his students, and he found that to be very valuable. 
 
With regard to ASPE, Paul says what he is most proud of is being invited to give presentations to the 
Chapter.  He was already aware that the EMC audience was full of characters, ready to ask the types 
of questions that shoot holes in a presentation.  He knew as an instructor that he had to be well 
prepared.   He always thought he was speaking to a very knowledgeable group of people.  To be 
given the chance to advance that knowledge in any way is something he really appreciates. 
  
Though he was only involved with ASPE at the local level, Paul had a much bigger involvement with 
ASSE.  He not only served as the Regional Director for 6 years, he was also involved in many 
committees and working groups. 
 
Though Paul believes that he got a lot more out of ASPE than ASPE got out of him, not everyone 
agrees.  Paul’s contributions to the chapter and commitment to educating our members can’t be 
measured.  For those of us who had the privilege of learning from you, Paul, we truly appreciate all 
that you’ve done, and we will never forget it! 
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1975-1978 
George Williams, President 
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George Williams, President 
 

George Williams is the founding chapter president of the first ASPE Chapter in 
Michigan, which went on to become the Eastern Michigan Chapter in 1984.  
While working at Giffels Engineering in the mid 1970’s George and fellow 
Group Leader, Roy Gilbert, recognized the need for technical training among 
the plumbing designers.  At the time, plumbing was considered simple, not 
requiring any formal instruction.  The lead engineers at the time, those dealing 
with performance issues and failures, understood there was a problem.  The 
ASPE National organization had just been founded and once word reached 
Michigan, George, along with a dedicated group of others, saw an opportunity 
to help solve it. 
 

In July of 1974 the first organizational meeting was held, and for the first few years the board 
members focused their efforts on promoting the organization and recruiting new members.  They 
offered technical programs by inviting vendors and manufacturers reps to give presentations, similar 
to the lunch-n-learns we have now.  The local reps would often bring in factory engineers to teach 
members about the good practices and the latest technologies, and the sessions were well received. 
 
Though George was the first president and many monthly meetings were held at his home, he credits 
founding chapter Corresponding Secretary Larry Keelan, aka “Mr. Lochinvar”, for spearheading the 
effort to charter.   
 
The Induction Ceremony was held at the Detroit Yacht Club and The ASPE National President flew in 
for the event and presented the Chapter Officers with the Charter.  It was a lavish event, though it 
sparked some controversy at the time.  Larry Keelan was a member, and the club favored white only 
guests.  At first, the Chapter was denied permission to hold the event there because George, an 
immigrant from Sri Lanka, and fellow founding chapter Treasurer, Freddie Hawkins, were men of 
color.  Thankfully, the outrage that followed forced the club to rethink its position and policies, 
opening doors for others to received fair and equal treatment.   
 
Over his 45+ year career, George went on to work at engineering firms in Illinois, Pennsylvania and 
New York, but eventually came back to Michigan to start his own company.  In 1988, he founded 
George S. Williams, Inc., which he ran successfully for nearly 20 years.   
 
He always encouraged his employees to learn as much as they could and 
two of his daughters took an interest in learning plumbing design through 
ASPE.  The first was a plumbing drafter and designer for 10 years, who 
regularly attended chapter meetings.  The second became a member of 
ASPE, obtained her CPD and went on to hold multiple positions on the 
EMC Board.   
 
Thanks to his passion for the field of plumbing engineering, his ASPE 
legacy continues to this day. 
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Presidents for the Years 1978-1992: 
 
 
 

• 1978-1980 – John E. Matthews, President 
 

• 1980-1982 – Barbara (Watkins) (Jahns) Sirotta, 
President 

 

• 1982-1984 – Wilbert Leppanen, President 
 

• 1984-1986 – George Sanctorum, President 
 

• 1986-1988 – Albert M. Mahalak, President 
 

• 1988-1989 – John Linton, President 
 

• 1989-1990 - John E. Matthews, President 
 

• 1990-1991 - John E. Matthews, President 
 

• 1991-1992 - Albert M. Mahalak, President 
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1992-1994 
Ron George, President  
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_______________________________________NEWS                                                                                                                                  

American Society of Plumbing Engineers 
 

Non- Profit Corporation, Eastern Michigan Chapter 

        Summer 1992 
 

President’s Report: Summer 1992                                                                                                                                                                                                        
I am looking forward to serving as President for this year. I have a lot of plans to 
discuss with the Board and I will do my best to improve the chapter. 
 
I'd like to inform you of the following: 
John McCoy has accepted the position of Publicity Chairman. He will promote 
ASPE's meetings in the local trade publications such as Crain's, the CAM Directory 
and the Detroit Free Press Business Section. 
 

I have appointed Mark Young of Tempco Mechanical to be the Fundraising Chairman. Mark is 
enthusiastic and looking forward to planning a chapter activity to raise funds for the ASPE Research 
Foundation. The foundation is currently working on several projects, one of which is dealing with 
medical gas pipe sizing. 
 
Larry Keelan has agreed to continue as Newsletter: Editor and has a few ideas to improve on the 
Newsletter. Again, thanks to Larry for the much-improved Newsletter. 
 
George Sanctorum has agreed to be our Chapter Historian. He will work with other members lo keep 
records and photographs for future display. 
 
Bob Burford of Michigan Mechanical has agreed to be the Chairman of the A wards and Nominations 
Committee. Bob and his committee will hand out certificates lo guest speakers. They will also award 
certificates to members who give that extra effort. 
 
111 Plumbing Design class is coming along well, and we already have several people signed up. 
Don't miss this chance to learn more about Plumbing Design and review the Boca Code. 
 
I plan on attending the National Convention with our delegates in Washington, D.C. in November. 
I am looking forward to working with the new Board and the challenges of the year ahead. 
  
Ronald L. George CIPE                                                                                                                                                                                              

 
From the Editor: 
This is our summer issue of ASPENEWS and will be returning in September for the beginning of the 
new season. 
 
Thanks to all who have contributed to this letter. We look forward to a new & better issue next year. 
 
For those who advertise in the newsletter, please review your ad for accuracy as it appears in this 
edition of ASPENEWS. The new ad rates for 1992-93 are being increased to $95.00 (from $75.00) by 
Board approval to help defray news-letter costs. The $95.00 will cover your business card ad and 
product listings in I0 issues. We are now accepting renewals and new advertisers for the coming 
year. Please forward to me at the address shown. 
 
Larry Keelan, Newsletter Editor                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
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_______________________________________NEWS 
American Society of Plumbing Engineers 

 

Non- Profit Corporation, Eastern Michigan Chapter 

      September 1992 
 

President’s Report: September 1992                                                                                                                                                                                                        
In the past few months may seem slow because there are no general membership 
meetings, but the new board of director’s has been very busy planning for many 
exciting projects for the coming year. Some of the more ambitious projects are a 
Halloween fundraiser to help raise fun& for the ASPE Research Foundation. Make 
plans now and invite your friends, neighbors, and business associates you are 
interested in helping plan the event, please call Albert Mahalak of the Young Co. 
He is the chairman of the Fundraising Committee. 
 

Another project is a survey we will participate in for the ASPE Research Foundation. The survey will 
gather fixture use information for theaters and arenas. & Esteban Cabello of Wolf Wineman 
Engineers will organize this project for the chapter. Please call him if you would like to participate in 
this one-night project at a Pistons game or a concert. Another fundraiser will be a raffle for two 
vacation packages for two to a choice of several fantastic vacation destinations. The packages will 
include airfare and hotel. There will also be some fantastic third and fourth prizes.  
 
This year we have a technical committee consisting of an engineer, a sales rep., and a contractor. 
They plan on putting their heads together and coming up with very interesting topics for the technical 
presentations at our monthly meetings. Some topics being considered are backflow prevention, a tour 
of the Detroit water treatment plant (the largest in the world), golf course and commercial irrigation 
design, water heater sizing and ma-e. If you know of a good subject, please call Ed Hawley, 
Chairman of the Technical Committee or Larry Keelan. 
 
This is your last chance to sign up for the plumbing design and code review course offered at 
Oakland Community College. ASSE begins September 19 and run through November21.ASSE will 
meet on Saturday mornings from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30p.m. for ten weeks. The classes have been 
approved by the State of Michigan and inspectors attending will receive 24 hours of credit in the 
technical category. The course number is BPI 681.9 and is entitled "Plumbing Design and Course 
Review.”    
                                                                                                                                                                                                     
We need some warm and friendly smiles to serve on the Hospitality Committee. The job is just right 
for the sales rep. who would like to meet some engineers, contractors, or building officials. We need 
several people to greet members and guests, sign people in and collect money, issue name tags, and 
collect business cards for the door prize drawings. I hope to see you at this month's meeting; feel free 
to bring a guest or co-worker. You can benefit greatly by getting involved in ASPE by meeting your 
peers and learning from the technical sessions. 
 
Ronald L. George CIPE                                                                                                                                                                                  
President 
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December 1992 
 

President’s Report: December 1992                                                                                                                                                                                                        
This has been a very busy time of the year. We had our Halloween fund at the 
Hungarian Cultural Center in Taylor, and it was a success! Elvis and Roy Orbison 
gave us a visit from the dead world tour. Others included Mickey and Minnie 
Mouse, Frankenstein, the Grim Reaper, Hobo Ed, and the Phantom of the Opera 
and others. We all had a good time for a good cause as we donated four hundred 
dollars ($400.00) to the ASPE Research Foundation during Washington D.C. 
convention, many thanks to Mark Young, our fund raising chairman, his wife and 
friends for doing a good job.  

 
This month’s meeting will be a review of the Americans Disabilities Act. Mr. Daniel Redstone of L.G. 
Redstone, Architects, will be presenting how this affects plumbing design. There will be copies of the 
ADA Guidelines and Amendments for distribution at the meeting. 
 
The ASPE Research Foundation raffle will also be held at this meeting. Raffle prizes are as follows: 
 

• First Prize A Vacation Package for two including air fare and hotel for four days and three 
nights in Cancun, Mexico. 

• 2nd Prize A 19 inch color cable ready, remote control television monitor. 

• 3rd Prize A 35 mm camera with automatic focus, film advance, flash, rewind, two rolls of film 
and batteries. 

• 4th prize a Sony Walkman stereo headphone set. As you do not have to be present to win, 
buy your tickets early, and often.  

 
The Plumbing Design and Code Review Class has been concluded. A final exam and review were 
given with certificates passed out to the students on October 31, 1992. The next class is planned for 
March 6 through May 1, 1993. Mark your calendar and watch for further information in the future.  
 
Several delegates and members of the Eastern Michigan Chapter attended the ASPE Convention 
and product EXPO in Washington D.C. The convention and product EXPO is a very interesting event 
and I encourage you to attend and mingle with your peers and catch ASPE fever. It really is 
contagious. Make plans for the 1994 Convention in Kansas City. See the ASPE Convention report 
elsewhere in this Newsletter.   
 
Ronald L. George, CIPE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
President                                                                                
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President’s Report: January 1993                                                                                                                                                                                                        
December: to Review the December meeting was an update on the Americans 
With Disabilities Act and how it affects plumbing engineering and specifies. Mr. Dan 
Redstone of Redstone Architects gave an excellent review of the fixture clearances 
specified in the legislation. There were some interesting. Questions and stories 
related to ADA. The ADA guidelines and/or a video of the Presentation is available 
through Larry Keelan (newsletter editor). 
 
Research foundation Raffle Winners                                                                                                                                                  

The winners of the rafflle are as follows: 

• 1st - Vacation to Cancun- Scott Knight. Knight Rummel Assoc. 

• 2nd - 19” Color TV - Fred Honke. Huron Valley Sales  

• 3rd - 35 mm Camera- Bob Park, Nu-Way Supply 

• 4th - Sony-Walkman - Scott Knight. Knight Rummel Assoc 
 
Plumbing Design Class                                                                                                                                                                                                
The Plumbing Design class is set for March 6th through May 1st at Oakland Community College. The 
cost of the class will include 1993/94 ASPE Membership dues for either current or new members. The 
ASPE Data Book to be used as the text for the class. The Data Book is consided.by many to be the 
Bible of plumbing. This class is also registered with die State of Michigan Bureau of Construction 
Codes. Inspectors will be credited with 24 hours in the technical class categories for building officials), 
plumbing inspectors, and plan revisers. See the brochure elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 
Phone/Fax Committee; This month you should receive a fax as a reminder of the meeting location 
and topic. Please contact Gary Taggart to be added to the phone/fax-list. 
 
PHC Expo in Lansing Jan. 21-22                                                                                                                                                                                         
This month the PHC expo will be held in Lansing, Michigan. The Eastern Michigan and Western 
Michigan Chapters will share duties working the ASPE booth at the show. Please call Ron George if 
you would like to work the booth for a couple of hours. We will have membership applications and 
ASPE literature for distribution. See the advertisement in this newsletter. 
Eastern Michigan Receive5 Award of Merit The Eastern Michigan Chapter  was one of only 17 
chapters to receive the ASPE Award of Merit All 50 ASPE Chapters are graded and awarded pointe 
based on the annual reports and other criteria  including  Newsletter format, Technical programs, 
Educational programs, Legislative activity, and technical input to ASPE publications, etc. Last year 
we were active enough to receive this distinguished award under the direction of Al Mahalak: of 
Michigan Bell.  

 
Special thanks goes to Al on behalf of the chapter. He will receive his at the January 11 meeting. 
 
Certificate of Appreciation to be Awarded 
This month the members of the Board of Directors meeting are invited to submit the names of the 
people behind the scenes that keep ASPE rolling along for a Certificate of Appreciation and a free 
dinner at the January meeting. Contact Ron George with names as soon as possible. 



68 | P a g e  

 

January 1993 
 
ASPE Mailing Iist to be updated                                                                                                                                                        
Board members are reviewing the mailing list in an effort to update and provide a more meaningful 
advertising market. 
 
Changes to be Made in Newsletter                                                                                                                                                
In the coming year We will be improving the format of the news -letter' and computerizing the 
advertising. The advertising rates will be increased closer to the cost of producing our newsletter. 
ASPE Night at the Races   
                                                                                                                                                                          
The “Night at the Races" is set for Friday March 19,1993. Mark your calendar and call Norm Hall at 
RL. Deppmann Co. Guy Taggart at the Taggart C.O. for reservation information. This is our Social 
event and a fun time for all, so bring your wife or guest. enjoy dinner and try to make a little extra 
money on the horses (or lose a little?) 
 
1993 State Plumbing Code Update Planed for February Meeting.                                                                                                                        
The February meeting will feature Bob Konyndyke/Chief of the Plumbing Division, State of Michigan 
reviewing the 1992 State of Michigan Plumbing Code (Part 7 Rules). This will be a joint meeting with 
members of ASSE, MCA, PHCC, PIAM and the Tri-County Plumbing Inspectors Association. 
 
January Meeting to Discuss Inland Lakes Management                                                                                                                                               
I look forward to the January 11, 1993 meeting where we will have Mr. Tony Groves, an 
environmental engineer with Progressive Architects, Engineers and Planners. Mr. Grove.5 will be 
talking to us about In1and Lakes Management and he will have a short slide show showing how 
environmental engineering helps to preserve our Inland Lakes. 
I hope to see you there. 
 
Ron George, CIPE                                                                                                                                                           
President 
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President’s Report: February 1993                                                                                                                                                                                                        
This month’s meeting joint meeting with many other associations in Southeastern 
Michigan promises to be one of the most informative of the year. Mr. Bob 
Konyndyk. Plumbing Chief for the State of Michigan will speak to us on the Stale 
plumbing code rules (Part 7). I urge all of you to attend and interact with the Chief 
Code Official. 
 
The Plumbing Design class is starting to fill up! The class is open to anyone in the 
plumbing industry, contractors, engineers, inspectors and anyone in who would like 

to gain a more thorough understanding of plumbing systems. Remember, Plumbing Inspectors, Plan 
Reviewers and Building Officials attending will receive credit hours for technical training from the 
State of Michigan Bureau of Construction Codes. Included in the fees is the ASPE Data Book, and a 
one year ASPE Membership dues If you or someone you know would like to attend, please call 
Oakland Community College at (313)540-1511 for information. 
  
See you at the February 8 Meeting! 
 
Ron George, CIPE                                                                                                                                                           
President 
 
 
 
Night At Windsor Raceway                                         Price Includes: 
WHEN: Friday, March 19, 1993              Admission to Windsor Raceway 
DINNER: 6:00 - 7:00 P.M.               Official Program 
RACING: 7:00 - 11:00 P.M.               Buffet Dinner 
PRICE: $23.00 per ticket                Race Named in Honor of Our Group 
                                                                        Taxes & Tip on Meal 
                                                                                  Free parking for the first 75 responses 
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March 1993 
 

President’s Report: March 1993                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Last month’s meeting was a huge success! We had over 90 people in attendance 
to hear the Chief of the Plumbing Division from the State of Michigan Bob 
Konyndyk, who spoke about code items in the, Part 7. Plumbing-Code, rules. 
Copies were available. 
 
There was a discussion of having joint meetings with all of the associations in 
Southeastern, Michigan’s plumbing industry area, several times a year. The 
Presidents of all the associations will be meeting soon to work out schedules and 

ground rules for these meetings. 
 
This is your last chance to sign up for the Plumbing Design course to be held at Oakland Community 
College. The class is over half full and will not be offered again anytime soon. Please contact the 
school at (313) 540-1511 if you would like to enroll over the phone this month’s guest speaker is Mr. 
Bill Hall of Leonard Valve Co. He is flying in from Rhode Island with his nationally famous "Tales from 
the Boiler Room” slide show.  Focusing on some of the problems he has encountered in many years 
of troubleshooting in boiler rooms. Mr. Hall will offer solutions for designing recirculating piping 
systems in conjunction with mixing valves. This is a misunderstood topic for most plumbing 
designers, and this should clear up the confusion. I hope to see all of you at the meeting. 
 
Ron George, CIPE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
President   
 
Technical Report: 
Our speaker and subject matter for this month's meeting is Mr. William Hall from Leonard Valve Co. 
who will tell his "Tales from The Boiler Room.” Mr. Hall graduated in 1977 from Roger Williams 
College with a BS degree in Mechanical engineering Technology. Bill began working in the 
plumbing/piping industry in 1971 while pursuing his education evenings. He worked at “Léonard 
Valve”. Bill has worked, in Gulf and Western in the design of ball valves for die nuclear power 
industry, and for- Jamesbury Valve in their engineering department where he assisted in the design 
of their 600/900# ball valve line. Bill left Jamesbury in 1985 to return to Leonard Valve where, in 
addition to his duties as Chief Engineer, he became involved in technical service, primarily 
troubleshooting hot water Systems. Bill has spent many hours in boiler- room tunnels and ceilings of 
just about any kind of building imaginable. Some of the stories he tells may be contrary to all that is 
logical and written in the world of plumbing texts, "but seeing is believing! 
 
Edwin Hawley                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Technical Vice President       
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President’s Report: April 1993                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Things are getting busy, as our March 8th meeting covered mixing valves and 
boiler room piping and Mr. Bill Hall and invoking a good dialogue with the audience. 
On March 19th 126 people enjoyed our chapter '"Night at die Races· in Windsor 
Canada. Saturday, March 6th was the first week of the Plumbing Design class that 
runs through May 1. The class has 34 students and 32 of them are new ASPE 
members. The others are current members who will have their dues paid for 1993-
94. 
 

On February 27,1993 the Presidents of some 15 different plumbing related Associations met for the 
first time to develop by-laws what will be called the "Eastern Michigan Planning Industry coalition 
(EMPIC). The presidents of each Association Met and talked about having two or three all plumbing 
industry meetings a year. Topics will be code updated, open forum and discussions, backflow 
prevention, plumbing Standards and other issues that affect all of the associations. The first all 
industry meetings will be April 13and will serve our general membership meetings. There should be 
over 120 people attending this meeting and Dr. Stu Asay, the editor of Drinking Water and Backf1ow 
Prevention magazine, will be our guest speaker. We will be here to explain how standards are 
developed and how codes adopt them. Mr. Asay works with the ASSE Plumbing Standards and will 
be able to shed some light on this - I hope to see all of you there. 
 
Ron George, CIPE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
President   
 
ASPE General Membership Meeting:  
The meeting was called to Older at 6:25 p.m. by Ron George at the Clawson Steak House. There 
was a round- Robin introduction. It was announced that the Eastern Michigan chapter has joined the 
Eastern Michigan Plumbing industry Coalition. The first meeting will be April 13, 1993.at the 
Stephenson Cub with Dr. Stu Asay presenting a technical program. The membership was reminded 
of the • Night at the Races• Friday March 19th at the Windsor Raceway. Ed Hawley reported on 
upcoming technical programs. Bob Fecso reported on Code changes. John N commented on Codes. 
Gary Taggart gave a membership report and a report on the "Night at the Races.” Ron George 
reported on education. Nominations were asked for and the contact will be Bob Burford at Michigan 
Mechanical Contracting. Ron George introduced Mr. Bill Hall of Leonard1 Valve Co. who spoke on 
Thermostatic mixer sizing and "Tales from the Boiler Room." There was a question and answer on. 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
David Meek                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Administrative secretary 
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President’s Report: May 1993                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Spring is here! And already we are closing in on our final meeting. Let us take a 
minute and reflect back on what we accomplished this year.  
 
In September, we toured the Detroit Water Purification Plant. Next was an 
interesting tour of the new Chrysler, Jefferson Assembly plant. This was followed by 
our Halloween Social Fundraiser for the ASPB Research Foundation. The Biennial 
ASPB Convention and Plumbing product Exposition took place in November in 
Washington, D.C., where we, Presented a check to the   Research Foundation. In 

December we had a good meeting on how ADA Legislation conducted by Architect Daniel Redstone. 
Copies of legislation were distributed. Also, in December we had our chapter raffle for a vacation to 
Cancun and other prizes. Mr. Scott Knight won the trip and the stereo headphones. Somehow the 
headphones ended up in the hotel pool oh! The irony! 
 
In January we had an interesting program by an environmental engineer on inland lakes 
management In February 100 People attended a Code review meeting with the Chief Plumbing 
Inspector from the State of Michigan. In March we had a program on mixing valve sizing and piping 
procedures. 125 people enjoyed our Night at the Races Social in March. 
 
Also, in much we started our Plumbing Design Class. This year the Chapter sent information on 
restaurants for the ASPF/ASHRAE Service Water Heating Design Manual. We are currently working 
on the Hospital chapter of the design manual which will be available for purchase through ASPE in a 
year or two. 
 
Speaking of hot water, Mr. Larry Keelan of Keelan & Associates will be speaking to us at our May 
meeting on water heater smug. Mr. Keelan has over 30 years-experience in the water heating 
industry and will undoubtedly have an interesting and educational program on the types of heaters 
available and sizing methods. This is election month and I encourage all of you to come and vote for 
the officers you would like to have serve you on the chapter for1993-94. If you are interested in 
serving on a committee, come to the May meeting and let a board member know you are interested. 
Come on down and be a part of the Chapter! 
 
Ron George, CIPE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
President   
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President’s Report: January 1994                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Congratulations are in order! The Eastern Michigan Chapter has received the 
“Chapter Award of Merit” for all of the criteria set forth in the bylaws for ASPE 
chapters. Points are awarded! on Publications, Education Programs, and other 
chapter' activities. This is the second consecutive year that the Eastern Michigan 
Chapter has received this award. This is a sign of a hard working chapters and a 
special thanks to all who helped us achieve this award. Other awards received for 
this past year are the "Membership Growth Award" and the "Membership 
Retention Award." Gary Taggart won VP Membership. He has been very busy this 

past year. 
 
There will be a joint meeting with all of the plumbing related associations in the Eastern Michigan 
area on January 11, 1994. This coalition of plumbing associations is called the Eastern Michigan 
Plumbing Industry Coalition or EMPIC. EMPIC was the conceived from joint meetings between ASSE 
and ASPE. John Nussbaum and I when planning a joint meeting came up with the idea of the joint 
industry meetings. After preliminary planning, phone calls. We came up with a list of all of the 
plumbing related association Presidents located in South Eastern Michigan. There were 16 
associations invited and 12 responded initially representing Contractors, Engineers, Inspectors and 
Sales Reps. Some of the Associations present were ASSE, ASPE PHCCASM, Tri-County Plbg. 
Inspectors, SE, and Michigan Plbg. Insp.'s Plumbers Local 98 Union. MDPMCA, AIM/Rand PIAM the 
association presidents were invited to a kickoff board meeting in February of this year and the 
preliminary bylaws and ground roles for two joint meetings and a product show each year were 
promised. 
 
The first Code Meeting of EMPIC drew over 100 people and raised quite a few eyebrows. each year 
EMPIC will hold a code update meeting in the spring and a Product Show fall.  It leaves      an 
opportunity for a nationally recognized speaker for the winter meeting. Speaking of the winter 
meeting, it is almost that time. Joining us for the winter meeting of EMPIC will be Mr. Olsztynski 
(pronounced 0-stin-skee). He is the editor of Plumbing and Mechanical Magazine and has won 
several awards for his coverage of the plumbing industry and his unique style of writing. You should 
plan on attending the EMPIC Meeting on January 11. See the flyer in this newsletter. Come and meet 
Jim Olsztynski and networking with the various other people in the plumbing associations that will be 
at this meeting. 
 
Ron George, CIPE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
President   
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President’s Report: February 1994                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Last month we had our joint meeting with EMPIC. There were a lot of people there 
from all aspects of the plumbing Industry and we had some interesting 
conversations at my table. I was encouraged to see so many new faces. If you 
have not been to an ASPE meeting in a while you should drop in on our upcoming 
meeting and see some old friends and some new faces.  
 
The CIPE Exam is scheduled for April 16, 1994. The fees for taking the exam are 
$115.00 for members and $180.00 for non- members. The deadline for registration 

for the exam is February 25, 1994 (six weeks prior to the exam). Call the Society offices for more 
information. 
 
There will be a “CIPEE Exam Review Seminar” on Saturday March 26, 1994 in Livonia, Michigan. If 
you are interested in taking the review seminar call me at home and leave a message with my wife 
Barbara. 
 
The “ASPE Night at the Races” in Windsor Canada has been changed to Friday March 11, 1994 to 
avoid a conflict with the America Backflow Prevention Association’s Convention in Lansing, Michigan. 
Now you can attend both functions. Bob Burford of Michigan Mechanical is the chairman of our 
nominating committee and he will be accepting names for people interested in serving on the board 
for the coming year. Elections will be held in May and these new officers should represent us at the 
ASPE Convention in Kansas City. The Number of delegates to the convention is determined from our 
membership roster on June 30, 1994. I anticipate we will be able to qualify for 4 delegates by then. 
Delegates must be full members. The Society sends travel allowance for each delegate and usually 
the chapter helps pick up lodging expenses.  
 
On a some-what humorous note. I heard a story on the radio that I will share with you. In this age of 
political correctness things are going getting carried to extremes. In Great Britain, the “British 
Plumbing Association” was recently targeted by a group that is concerned that the plumbing 
association is politically in correct. You see in Britain they have devices in their toilet tanks called “ball 
cocks,” The politically correct group wants the association to call them something else, like a “float 
stop valve.” After looking into the matter, a lot of apprentice books, literature, sales slips, work orders, 
etc.., would have to be revised and reprinted.  
 
Obviously, the British Plumbing Association didn’t seem to think it was worth all that expense for the 
benefit of a few people who saw things a little differently. The politically correct group persisted and 
demanded that the plumbing association change the terminology that has been in place for over 100 
years. The British Plumbing Association announced that a compromise has been reached and the 
new terminology will be used.   
 
The old “Ball Cocks” will sell for 15 pounds, and the new “float stop valves” will sell for 30 Pounds. 
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February 1994 
 
I’ll see you at our next meeting on February 8th. 
 
Ron George, CIPE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
President   
 
 
VP Technical Report: 
Well, the season is over for the Detroit Lions and that includes a Central Division title. Not Bad! Let’s 
wait for next year and hope the Lion’s do better. 
 
“Happy New Year” everyone. Along that line, it’s time to turn our focus to 1994. January’s meeting 
with the EMPIC/ASPE has gone very well and we are planning similar meetings in the future. 
 
February’s meeting is very interesting as well as an important one. At times, the design engineer is 
required to look at steam systems and their applications (heat exchangers, water heaters. Etc.,). This 
is the reason for February’s general meeting topic. Our discussion will cover the basics of steam: 
 
Fundamentals, Steam Trap Operation, Trouble Shooting, Condensate Return Systems 
 
Our speaker for the meeting will be the president of Merlo Steam Equipment. He has done studies at 
Wayne State University and Lawrence Technical University. He has been an industry professional for 
over 20 years. His credentials the also include Vice Presidency of the Detroit chapter of ASHRAE, he 
is well spoken on the subject of “steam piping systems” 
 
We’ll tech talk again 
 
Joe Hernandez                                                                                                                                                                       
Technical Vice President 
 
 
Night At Windsor Raceway      Race Named in Honor of Our Group      
When Friday March 11, 1994      “Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE”                                                                                                            
Arrival time: 6:00 pm Dinner                                                                              
Served 6:30 pm                                                                                                          
Post Time 7:30 pm                                                                                                     
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President’s Report: March 1994                                                                                                                                                                                                        
March has always been the busiest month of the year for our chapter. Please get 
out your calendar and mark these dates. Our General Membership meeting on 
March 8th; March 11th we will have our annual ASPE Night at the Races in 
Windsor, Canada; the Canadian Environmental Expo is March 18-20 the river & up 
the road in Toronto, Ontario. The Expo is sponsored by the Canadian Institute of 
Plumbing and Heating; The ABPA chapter of Michigan will have its Cross - 
Connection Control Conference in1Lansing, MI on March 18 & 19; We will have our 
CIPE Exam review seminar on Saturday, March 26; and finally this month we will 

have our Satellite Meeting in Toledo, Ohio on Wednesday March 30. There is information on each of 
these events in this news-letter. I hope to see you at our meeting and at the Night at the Races social 
event. 
 
I attended the Design and Construct Expo at Cobo Hall in Detroit. Thanks go out to John Nussbaum 
of the PHCC of S.E. Michigan for letting us display some of our ASPE literature at the Plumbing 
Hearing Industry Booth. I would like to also thank Richard Blackburn and Bill Ouist for their efforts to 
build and man a backflow preventer training stand for ASSE at the MPMCA Plumbing Show in Grand 
Rapids, MI. They brought ASPE literature for display at the booth. 
 
Ron George, CIPE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
President   

 
Minutes… 
Bob Fecso did not have any report to give. John Nussbaum noted that the Joint Commission 
for Administrative Rules has not yet approved the plumbing code yet. Other Board members 
asked to be kept aware of these meetings and if our V.P. of Legislation could not attend 
maybe someone else could be asked to attend. Members are urged to report these meetings 
to the newsletter editor for the calendar. VP. Membership Report Gary Taggart updated us 
on the latest membership status. We have 133 members with one application. Treasurer' s 
Report Dave Meek reported that all bills are paid, and we are in the black. Copies of the 
report were distributed. News Editor Report Larry Keelan suggested that the bulk mail has 
been taking too long for some members to get their newsletters. He suggested that we mail 
1st class or move up our mailing date. The board voted to mail first class. Research 
Foundation Chairman John Taylor said letters have gone out to manufacturer’s reps asking 
them to support the ASPE research foundation raffle. To date he said replies have been 
slow. The raffle should be for a trip to Cancun or some-place warm and a   TV, Stereo, & 
misc. other prizes John noted that at the current pace the trip will be to someplace like cold & 
icy Wyandotte, ML He urged people to give until it hurts. Tickets will be available soon and 
they should be ready before the ASPE Night at the Races.  
 
John R. Nussbaum                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Administrative Secretary 
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President’s Report: April 1994                                                                                                                                                                                                        
It all started with our General Meeting on Electric Heating Cables. Then we bad our 
“Night at the Races" (157 people enjoyed a night out with ASPE). Next we had our 
CIPE Exam Review seminar and finally our Satellite Meeting in Toledo Ohio. 
 
We still have a lot of activities planned for April. Our general meeting is with the tern 
Michigan Plumbing Industry Coalition (EMPIC) on April 12 at the new MASCO 
facilities (see meeting notice). On April 16 those people who have signed up for the 
CIPE exam will spend the day answering exam questions. On April 21-24 Oakland 

Community College and the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE will sponsor a one of a kind 
Advanced Plumbing Systems Class. For registration information call (313)540-1511. 
 
We have not recognized ·our ten year members in a couple of years. So, this year’s class is quite 
large. We will be awarding 10 year pins to the following members at our May meeting: 
 
Name   Member Since  The Following Members did not receive their pins in 1990. 
  
Ronald C. Beck 1983                 Richard Jirkovsky 1980        
Niel Bigelow  1982        Venkat Manian PE 1980  
Brian Burke  1982   Daniel Miskoman 1980  
Ralph Clime CIPE 1982      
John Fitzgerald lll 1983     
Roy Landberg 1982     
John Nussbaum 1983     
William Politz  1981     
Donald Scripture 1981     
Edgar Smith PE 1982     
John Szekere., 1982     
Lawrence K. Yetter 1983     
 
Members should come to the May meeting to receive their pin. We will hold our fundraising raffle at 
the May meeting. First prize is a travel voucher for airfare & hotel to Las Vegas or another destination 
of equal value. Second prize is a VCR and third prize is a 35 mm Camera. May will be our last 
meeting of the year and we will hold our election at this meeting. If you’re interested in serving on the 
ASPE Board of Directors, please contact our Awards and Nominations Chairman Mr. Bob Burford 
with Michigan Mechanical Contractors Inc. 
 
Ron George, CIPE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
President   
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_______________________________________NEWS                                                                                                                                  

 
American Society of Plumbing Engineers 

 

Non- Profit Corporation, Eastern Michigan Chapter 

May 1994 
 

President’s Report: May 1994                                                                                                                                                                                                         
We have been busy! On March 30th our chapter received the Award of Merit at the 
Toledo ASPE meeting. The Award of Merit was only awarded to a few of 50 ASPE 
chapters. We also got two membership awards - the membership growth and the 
membership retention awards. On April 5th the Eastern Michigan Chapter Board 
met with the Chairman of the State Plumbing Board to discuss our concerns about 
the proposed restrictions to Chapter 18 "Alternative Engineered Systems" of the 
State Plumbing Code.  
 

On April 11th we had our joint meeting with the. Eastern Michigan Plumbing Industry Coalition 
(EMPIC). EMPIC consists of over a dozen plumbing-related associations, including ASPE, ASSE, & 
ABPA, and three Plumbing inspector associations: PIAM, SEMPIA, & Tri-County PIA. Other members 
include PHCC of S.E.MI, Metro Detroit PMCA, ABC of S.E. Ml, Local 98 Plumbers Union, South 
Macomb Co. Plbg. Ctrs. Assn., Soc. of Fire Protection Engineers and the Assn of Independent 
Manufacturers Reps. 
 
The meeting was enjoyed by over 170 people at the brand new MASCO headquarters showroom and 
banquet facilities. I don't think there is a finer facility in the country for showcasing plumbing fixtures 
and home furnishings. A special thanks goes out to Brian Burke and his co-workers at the Burke 
Agency and Delta faucet for sponsoring the social hour. Toe social hour was the best one of the year 
-- it was free! 
 
We just finished our Advanced Plumbing Systems Class and it went well. Over 60 people participated 
in the 4-day class. Attendees included people from Arkansas, California, Florida, Georgia, Indiana, 
Illinois, Massachusetts, Michigan. Ohio, Pennsylvania South Carolina. Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, 
Wisconsin and Ontario, Canada. We will be awarding 10-year pins to the following members at our 
May meeting:  
 
Name    Member Since 
 
Donald Scripture  1981                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Edgar Smith. PE  1982 
John Szekeres  1982 
Lawrence K. Yetter  1983 
Richard Jirkovsky  1980 
Venkat PE   1980 
Daniel Miskoman  1980 
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May 1994 
 
These members should come to the May meeting to receive their 10 year pins. We will hold our 
fundraising raffle at the May meeting. First Prize is a travel voucher for two for airfare & hotel to Las 
Vegas or another destination. Second prize is a VCR and third prize is a 35mm camera. May will be 
our last General Membership meeting of the year and we will hold our elections at this meeting. If 
you’re interested in serving on the ASPE board. please contact our Awards and Nominations 
Chairman, Mr. Bob Burford with Michigan Mechanical Contracting Inc.  
 
This will be my last report as president of the chapter, and I must say I have enjoyed serving the 
chapter and I think we have come a long way in the past few years. We still have a long wat to go to 
gain the respect of others in the Plumbing Industry, so I urge the new board members to continue 
putting forth the extra effort. I will continue my involvement with the chapter as Chairman of the Board 
of Governors (Past Presidents) and as Education Chairman. 
 
Ron George, CIPE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
President   
 
Technical Report: 
Well, spring is here and you probably have cut your grass several times by now. At our May meeting 
a lot of things happen and this year will be no different. We will have our election for the 1994-95 
officers. I will be running for the VP Technical for another year. I would like your suggestions for 
topics for next year’s programs. If you have any suggestions, please call me.  
 
Now for May, as always medical gas systems are an important part of a health care facility design. 
There are many codes and standards that apply to the designers and installers for med gas systems. 
The latest changes to NFPA 99 have some important impact on health care facilities and if you work 
with Health care facilities or doctor’s offices you should plan on being at this meeting. 
 
Ms. Colleen Anderson of OHMEDA Medical Products will give us an update on NFPA 99 and proper 
procedures for Testing and Certification of Medical Gas Systems. Please mark your calendar now 
and plan on being with us on Tuesday, May 10, 1994. The meeting will be held at Mr. B's Restaurant 
on 12 Mile Rd. in Southfield. I would like to thank ASPE for allowing me to serve as Vice President 
Technical. If I am successful in my bid for VP Technical, I will strive to make this year even better 
than last year. We'll tech talk again. 
 
Joseph Hernandez 
Technical Vice President 
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1994-1996 
Robert Fecso, President  
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AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLUMBING ENGINEERS                                                                                                              
EASTERN MICHIGAN CHAPTER                                                                                                                                                            

 

ASPENEWS                                                                                                                                                         
A non-profit corporation, Local chapters not authorized to speak for the Society 

 

June 1994 
President:  
Robert Fecso, CIPE 
Albert Kahn Associates 
 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING MAY 10, 1994 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
The meeting at Mr. B’s of Southfield was called to order at 6:30 P.M. after a pleasant social hour.  
Ron George ran through the chapter 1993-94 activities highlighting the successful Fund-Raising 
Activities and Educational Programs the chapter supported. Ron in his humble way thanked those of 
us who helped make the Eastern Michigan Chapter a Success for the past year. This was followed by 
the Officers and Chairpersons Reports. Members who were present and had earned their ten-year 
pins received them. Those members who missed the meeting will receive them through the mail.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Dinner was served at 7:00 P.M. followed by the Election of Officers. The following offers were 
elected: Robert Fecso, CIPE - President; Joe Hernandez - Vice President Technical; John Matthews 
PE, CIPE. Vice President Legislative; Larry Keelan - Vice President Membership; Dave Meek - 
Treasurer; John R. Nussbaum - Administrative Secretary; George Johnston - corresponding 
Secretary. The following Chairmen have been announced: Ron George, CIPE - Newsletter Editor & 
Education Chairman; John Taylor - ASPE Research Foundation Fund Raising Chairman; John 
Nussbaum - Publicity Chairman; Bob Burford • Awards and nominations Chairman; Larry Keelan - 
Historian, Photographer & Video Chairman; Alan Deal - Hospitality Committee Chairman. 
 
The Chapter Applauded Gary Taggart who for 15 years served as V.P. of Membership and was 
instrument in the growth success of the Eastern Michigan Chapter. Ron announced that the Society 
will be voting to divide into five regions at the annual meeting in Kansas City region will make the 
Eastern Michigan chapter the largest chapter. 
                                                                                                                                                                                       
Ron George introduced Ms. Colleen Anderson of Medical Products who did a fine presentation 
design criteria of Medical Gas systems and where the pitfalls may be. Her presentation was well 
received by those who were in attendance. The lucky winners of the raffle were: George Johnston - 
trip to Las Vegas; Colleen Anderson - V.CR.; and Felix Charlier won the 35mm camera. The meeting 
adjourned at 9:05 P.M. 
 
Ron as Administrative Secretary, I believe I speak for the chapter when I say thank you, for truly 
being an example of what leadership is all about Your dedication, hard work and motivation during 
your two years of presidency exemplifies that character of leadership abilities that motivates people to 
work for the rewards the Eastern Michigan ASPE chapter earned during your term as President.  
 
Sincerely,                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
John Nussbaum                                                                                                                                                                                            
Administrative Secretary 
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ASPE NEWS 1995 
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLUMBING ENGINEERS 
Eastern Michigan Chapter 
1176 Berkshire, Grosse Point Park, MI 48230 
Local chapters are not authorized to speak for the Society.  
A non—profit corporation 

 
April 1995 

 
President’s Report: April 1995 
Spring is formally here meaning the end of the ASPE year is fast approaching 
April 11, 1995 we will have a meeting with the Easton Michigan Plumbing Industry 
Coalition (EMPIC) at Masco’s showroom and banquet facilities in Taylor, MI. You 
should make plans for attending this event.  Call Joe Fiaho. The May meeting is 
fast approaching this is when we have our election of officers. The Board indicated 
they are willing to serve another year, but you are the ones who vote for the next 
board of directors. If anyone is interested in serving on the board contact our 
incoming chairman Bob Burford.  

 
Our March meeting dealt with thermal expansion in domestic hot water systems it was most 
interesting. This is definitely a subject that should be considered by every plumbing design 
professional. The meeting was free to all members with free cocktails and the turnout was somewhat 
disappointing. 
 
Our Society deals with every aspect of the plumbing industry. We have a good healthy exchange of 
ideas and discussion on what products, code language and designs. We must as design professional 
keep abreast of topics dealing with the plumbing exclusively. Recently there have been several 
legislative issues that have been slipped through without input from the design professionals. We 
have to get involved and stop letting a handful of people dictate code policy from Lansing.  Through 
ASPE we can voice our concerns through our Vice President Legislative. We can share technical 
information at meetings in newsletters, through programs and articles through our Vice President 
Technical. There are many others who volunteer their time, to serve on the board if your input and 
our meeting, participate, learn and do your part. ASPE is a valuable resource but only if you trip it. 
 
Robert S. Fecso, CIPE                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
President 
 
Technical Report: 
Spring is certainly here and that usually means the beginning of yard work and host of other thing that 
work and a host of other things. It also means that the end of our ASPE season is coming to a close. I 
might add, the conclusion of this year’s is going to be spectacular. 
 
Our April general meeting is going to be held at the National Sanitation Foundation in ANN Arbor. 
Tuesday April 25, 1995. The evening will consist of dinner at Cookers Restaurant on the comer of 
Commonwealth and Plymouth Rd. and a tour of their facility. Mr Dave Purkiss of NSF will let us know 
what NSF is all about. 
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April 1995 
 
 
In May PHI and ASPE will have a medical gas seminar at the Stephenson House. The speaker is to 
talk on Medical Gases. The date for this event is May 18, 1995. Also on May 23, 1995 we will have 
our elections and the raffle drawings at Mr. B’s Restaurant on 12 Mile Rd. in Southfield.  The 
technical part of the meeting will be on fiberglass piping and applications Our speaker will be Mr. 
Mark Raley, His Presentation will start immediately after chapter elections. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank Mr. Jim Saule of SSOE, Inc. for hosting our February meeting the 
hospitality was truly appreciated. 
 
Joe Hernandez                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Vice President Technical 
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ASPE NEWS 1995 
AMERICAN SOCIETY OF PLUMBING ENGINEERS 
Eastern Michigan Chapter 
1176 Berkshire, Grosse Point Park, MI 48230 
Local chapters are not authorized to speak for the Society.  
A non—profit corporation 

 
May 1995 

 
President’s Report: May 1995 
Finally, May is here, the weather is getting warmer and election time is upon us. 
We will have elections at this month’s meeting and the following names have been 
submitted from the nominating committee as of this date: 
 

President:       Robert S. Fecso, CIPE 
V.P. Technical:        Joe Hernandez CIPE 
V.P. Legislative:       John Matthews, PE, CIPE 
V.P. Membership:    Larry Keelan 
Treasurer:   Dave Meek 
Admin. Secy.:        John Nussbaum                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Corresp.  Secy.:        George Johnston 

 
Your support and participation is needed to benefit to the strength of the chapter. Anyone interested 
in serving on the board should contact our nominating committee chairman Mr. Bob Burford of 
Michigan Mechanical Contracting. There will be many committees that will need chairpersons. If you 
are interested in chairing one of the committees contact me. The committees are: 
 
Golf Tournament – Newsletter - Attendance – Photographer - Technical Program - Publicity/PR – 
Membership - Special Events - Video Committee. 
 
Beverage – Reception/Hospitality - Nomination/Awards - ASPE Research Foundation Fundraising – 
Education – Historian - ASPE Night at the Races Product show 
 
Step forward and get involved with the committee of your choice and be an active part of your 
chapter. 
 
Robert S, Fecso, CIPE 
President 
 

The Plumbing & Heating Industry of Detroit 
Presents:    The Second 

Medical Gas Piping Systems Seminar 
Who is Responsible?? 

 
 

Speakers: Ronald L. George, CIPE, - Smith Hinchman & Grylls, Architects, Engineers, Inc. 
Mraulah, Instructor for Medical Gas Systems  

at the Metro Detroit Plumbing industry Training Center 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 
 

President’s Report: July/August  1995                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
The “Presidents Meeting” in Columbus Ohio on the weekend how to increase our 
membership, and chapter attendance. Our chapter presently offers a tremendous 
opportunity through education, seminars, product shows, a video library on many 
topics and through networking and exchange of ideas with other engineers, code 
officials, inspectors and contractors. One idea came up constantly, and that is 
education!  
 
We have developed an excellent technical program “95”. Nine classes will be 
given dealing with all the different plumbing systems required for a three story 
building. These classes offer an excellent opportunity to learn how a project is developed, engineered 
and designed from beginning to the end!   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
Similar courses are offered at local colleges for excess of $300.00! These classes are free to active 
members and $10 .00 for non-members. Be sure to attend this year’s meetings and take advantage 
of these free educational dinner meetings. The Tech Sessions will have a classroom approach 
accompanied with a simple dinner. Don’t’ miss out, take advantage of these classes!  
 
Respectfully Yours, 
 
President                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Robert S. Fecso, CIPE 
 
International Plumbing Code Hearings – Kansas City, MO 
PHCCASM’s Plumbing Code Study & Development Committee was represented in Kansas City 
Committee Chairman Gary Singel (Singel Plumbing) and Executive Director John Nussbaum 
(PHCCASM). Others present from Michigan Carlo Castiglione Business Manager for Plumbers Local 
98; Robert Konyndyk, Chief of the Plumbing Division and Henry Green, Chief of Construction Code 
Division. Mr. Konyndyk was attending in his official capacity as a member of the International 
Plumbing Code Committee and Mr. Green serves on the Board of Directors for BOCA. 
 
In the extremely long and tiring three and a half days of testimony it was apparently that newly formed 
plumbing Code Council, tirade up of representatives front BOCA International, SBCCI (Southern 
Building Code Congress International), and ICBO, the International Conference of Building Officials, 
was prepared to bend over backwards to insure interested parties would be given the opportunity to 
present testimony,  the 263 proposed Plumbing Code changes. 
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July/August 1995 
 
The chairman, members of the Plumbing Committee and staff exercised patience, care and 
understanding in the process of presenting and receiving testimony and voting on the proposed 
changes took place. There were only a few hitches in the rules governing the hearings, however, the 
proceedings moved along at a reasonable pace once the attendees picked up a routine. 
 
Questions by committee members led to an enlightening and educational explanation of many 
proposed changes. Staff people front the three secretariats provided interpretations of the rules as 
needed and requested by the Committee members through the chairman.  
 
Garry Singel gave testimony based on the discussions which took place at the Plumbing Code Study 
& Development Committee of Southeastern Michigan meeting, March 4, 1995. 
It is a well- established fact that the International Plumbing Code Council functions in a uniquely 
democratic fashion, as indicated by Paul Heilstadt when he addressed l the Eastern Michigan 
Plumbing Industry Coalition (EMPIC) in Detroit April 11, 1995. The process will continue iii September 
when the three secretariats (BOCA, ICBO & SBCCI) hold their respective Annual Meetings. At these 
meetings the challenges will be heard and ruled eligible by the jurisdictional members of the Council 
who  will vote by written ballot. Those ballots will be sealed until tabulated at a joint meeting of the 
Council. A bulletin of the results will be issued with the 1995 International Plumbing Code Updates. 
 
Sortie highlights of the Code Hearings worth listening too are that medical gases will remain in the 
International Plumbing Code, (currently located in Chapter 13 and referencing NFPA 99c). Gas piping 
will be coming into the International Plumbing Code via an appendix, similar to the 1993 BOCA 
National Plumbing Code. The language will be identical to both the International Plumbing - Code and 
the International Mechanical Code. 
  
As Master Plumbers and contractors, we should all understand how we can participate in the Code 
change process and be actively involved in writing and promulgation of codes. Anybody who may 
have a plumbing code change contact me. I will send you the rules and a form which must be filled 
out and returned by September 29, 1995 so the Committee can review theirs prior to the November 
deadline set by the International Plumbing Code Council. 
We are all grateful for the participation of the people in attendance front the State of Michigan. 
 
John R. Nussbaum                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Executive Director, PHCCASM 

 
General Meeting Minutes 

A social hour preceded a very good dinner. A pleasant mix of plumbing design professionals, 
contractors, and Manufacturers representatives showed up for the meeting. Mr. Mark Raley of the 
Conley Corporation listed by a representative of Kerr Pumps, the manufacturer’s representative for 
Conley Corporation, gave an interesting presentation on single and double walled Fiberglass piping 
systems, followed by hands on demonstrations. 
 
Bob Burford presented the slate of officers for 1995-96. By unanimous vote, the proposed slate was 
elected. Past President Ron George, CIPE installed the newly elected Officers and Directors. 
 
President Robert S. Fecso CIPE, VP Technical Joe Hernandez, VP Legislative John Matthews, 
CIPE, Administrative Secretary John R. Nussbaum, FASSE, Corresponding Secretary George 
Johnston, Treasurer Dave Meek, VP Membership Larry Keelan 
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July/August 1995 
 
 
Bob Burford and Robert Fecso, CIPE presented long time service awards to John Taylor of Airmen 
Valley Soles; Larry Keelan of Larry Keenan & Associates; Alan Deal of Huron Valley Sales; and 
George Johnston of Balfrey & Johnston Associates. All of these contributors have continually given of 
their time and resources un-selfishly, contributing - to the success of the Eastern Michigan- Chapter 
of ASPE. 
 
Speakers Certificates of Merit were presented to Mark Raley – Henley  
Winners: 50/50 Raffle Robert Fecso CIPE 
 
Other Winners: Kevin Stockdale – Red Wing Playoff Tickets, Rob Clark – trip to Toronto Canada 
Manufacturer’s Representatives Raffle Ticket Winners: Alan Deal Laser Printer: Darrel Underwood: 
Insert (ASPE Newsletter), John Martino – Advertising (ASPE Newsletter). 
 
The Meeting Adjourned at 9:15 Pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
John R. Nussbaum FASSE                                                                                                                                                                                        
Administrative Secretary 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 
President’s Report: September 1995 
Now that summer is over. It’s back to work again. Trying to get back into the grove 
can be challenging. September is here and our first ASPE meeting is only weeks 
away. I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our new members. 
Additionally, I would like to say thank you to our Board of Directors for their 
continued efforts and volunteer time in making this association so progressive. On 
September 26, 1995, we will be starting our first class, in a series of educational 
programs. These classes will be running through May 28, 1996, and will provide 
an excellent opportunity to learn the basics of plumbing and fire protection. Also, 
don’t forget the 1995 Technical Symposium in Cleveland Ohio, October 12th I 
have a number of registration forms, if you would like one, give me a call.      
 
Sincerely Yours, 
Bob Fecso CIPE 
 
ASPE VP Tech Report: 
Well it is that time of the year, You Know, the beginning of football season, and the start of another 
ASPE year. This year will be noticeably different. In the past ASPE technical programs were good for 
bringing information that was new and innovative but, in some instances, fell short of assisting the 
design professional or contractor. I took a long hard look at what the engineer expected from ASPE. It 
was clearly obvious! The Engineering community wanted a program that would help them in their day 
to day tasks designing plumbing systems. There are certainly plenty of HVAC designers, but 
Plumbers are scarce. It is not that the HVAC designers cannot do the work but in most cases, they 
cannot budget the time. The task is left for those willing to except the challenge of learning and 
becoming proficient at plumbing design. This eases the burden of the HVAC designer, generally the 
lead engineer, but it still leaves him/her reliant on the ability of the persons doing the plumbing 
design. Scary is innate? 
 
We, the Plumbing engineers, need to educate the designers and engineers who wish to learn a 
correct and established method of plumbing design. Mr. Ron George, our last president and CIPE 
has done this by linking conducted several successful plumbing design classes at the local Junior 
Colleges. The classes, I might add, were at capacity and possessed a perfect cross sampling of the 
plumbing Industry.  
 
I suggested that we design a building from the ground up, but how it’s done in our offices. We will 
take a three-story office building shell and collectively design the facility Plumbing and piping. The 
building will have as many quarters as possible; a deli, utilities, toilet rooms, mechanical rooms and a 
fitness center, things to make it interesting. 

 
Our program begins September 26th, the classes will coincide with our general membership meetings 
our meeting place will be at the office of the Plumbing and Heating Industry of Detroit on Eight Mile 
Rd. Seating may be limited so please register early. 
 
See you there, 
Joe Hernandez 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 
President’s Report: October 1995                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Hats off! to Joe Hernandez V.P. Technical who is presenting our first plumbing 
class. Joe has worked hard in the development of   the program, and the idea of 
retaking our general membership meetings into education classes.  
 
With our chapter board of directors efforts we are looking forward to the remaining 
series of classes. We urge participation and involvement from any individual 
interested in becoming familiar with engineered plumbing systems and to have a 
working knowledge of them. There are eight sessions left-get enrolled and 
enhance your skills. I would also like to take this opportunity to issue a thank you 
to john Nussbaum and PHI for the use of their facility. 
 
ASPE has issued a “”Call for Papers” soliciting proposals from qualified individuals interested in 
making a presentation at the1996 ASPE convention November 2-6,1996 in phoenix Arizona, Please 
read “Call for Papers” in our newsletter. 
 
Till Next Month, You’re President 
Bob Fecso CIPE 
  
Minutes: 
President Fecso set the Board Meeting dates through January 9th, 1996, and General Meetings 
through May 21, 1996. R. Fecso was given an OK to get an engraved/or embossed letterhead for 
special mailings such as announcements. Thank Yours and/or special invitations.  
 
John Matthews was encouraged to continue to report on the legislative issues and board meetings.  
 
Advertising rates for 1995/1996 were discussed. Joe Hernandez said he would be responsible for 
advertising the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE and seek more visibility in the news mediate. 
 
The Chapter, as of this meeting, has yet to receive the Research Foundation’s published papers. Joe 
Hernandez will follow up. 
 
It was decided to keep Board Meetings separate from the General Meetings in order to keep the time 
for the Educational classes being offered in1995 and 1956. The first four classes of the Design 
Course were discussed and approved by the board. 
 
Mark Evans reported on the progress of the new format of the Newsletter, insert and advertising rates 
were set. 
 
Larry Keelan announced two new members and possibly five pending. 

 
 
 
 



90 | P a g e  

October 1995 
 
The Treasurers Report: 
Dave Meek says we still have money in the bank. His written report affirms this. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:05 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted By, 
 
John Nussbaum IPP, FASSE 
Administrative Secretary 
 
V.P. Tech Report:  
There was something wonderful that happened last month and I am not talking about the Lions 
beating the 49ners. It was our September general membership meeting. I cannot begin to tell you 
how fantastic it was to have all the major A/E firms represented and Contractors too! Let’s say thank 
you.  
 
We, the, the Eastern Michigan chapter of the ASPE, will do all we can to make the balance of our 
ASPE season both informative and educational. 
 
The next ASPE meeting will be a class covering sanitary waste and vent systems in the fictitious 
ASPE office building. The meeting and class will be held on October 24 at the Plumbing and Heating 
Industry of Detroit. We will layout and size the drainage, and vent piping for the ASPE building. We 
will also set up our job file and calculation file. This is going to be fun! 
 
Joe Hernandez, Vice President Tech  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Engineered Plumbing Design 
 

 
SAVED A SEAT FOR YOU 

MAKE YOUR 

RESERVATION 

“TODAY” 

the October 24th session 

          Sponsored by             
Balfrey & Johnston Inc. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 
Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: November 1995                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Our Plumbing classes are a resounding success. Last month we had sixty three 
attendees. Participation front the plumbing community has been so successful that 
only a few A/E firms are not represented. The next class will be held on November 
28, at the PHCC located at 14801 W. Eight Mile Rd. in Detroit and will deal with 
cold water distribution. There are still many classes remaining, so get involved, 
participate and get familiar with engineered plumbing systems. 
Don I forget the ASPE National convention November 2 through 6 in Phoenix, 
Arizona. This    is the largest Engineered Plumbing Exposition in North America. 
Now is the time to attend. Stay tuned for details in the upcoming newsletters. Lastly, I would like to 
congratulate our 50/50 and fishbowl drawing winners, Joe Fisher and Paul  
 
Sincerely Yours,                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Bob Fecso CIPE                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
President ASPE E. MI Chap. 
 
Legislative Report: John E. Matthews, PE, FASSE                                                                                                                                                                                           
There isn't anything to discuss legislatively this month. We still haven't heard anything regarding the 
outcome of voting on the proposed changes to the International Plumbing Code (IPC). Hopefully, by 
next month we will have heard. At the same time, all "seems" to be quiet on the lawsuit and injunction 
brought against the International Code Council (ICC) by IAPMO for copyright infringement. 
 
Having been a design professional for many years and having worked for firms that do projects all 
around the country, I know you must first review the local codes that prevail within that area or 
jurisdiction make sure because the wording may be slightly different, but the intent is still the same. 
 
I wonder if patented the word "waste", or "vent", or "water closet", or "lavatory"? Yet, every code uses 
these words and many others, without question. They have be-come the public domain by virtue of 
their common usage. 
 
I remember Bob De Curtin's comments regarding his study of all the model codes. He started out to 
study and compare differences between the wording in the model codes, only to discover the codes 
were very similar and many mimics, identical, so why the fuss? 
 
I hope the judge that must hear and rule on IAPMO's case will have the patience of a Judge.   
While the thoughts and comments in my reports are my own, you may not be in agreement with them. 
So, drop me a line and tell me what you think. Oh yes, I have already heard from an engineer in 
California.  
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November 1995 

 
 

 
Plumbing Design Class 2 Speaker Ron George and attendees 

 
 

V. P. Tech Report:                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
There was something wonderful that happened last Monday and I am not talking about the Lions 
beating the 49ners. It was our September general membership meeting. I cannot begin to tell you 
how fantastic it was to have nearly all the major A/E firms represented and the Contractors Too! Let 
me say thank you. 
 
We the Eastern Michigan chapter of ASPE, will do we can to make the balance of our ASPE season 
both informative and educational. 
 
The second installment of the design of the ASPE three story building will be held on October 24 at 
the Plumbing and Heating Industry of Detroit. As indicated at the first design session will be drainage, 
waste and venting for our building. We will set up our job file and calculation file. This is going to be 
fun! 
 
Joe Hernandez, CIPE                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Vice President Technical 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 
Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: February 1996 
We had a great meeting last month Joe Hernandez did an outstanding class 
presentation on Natural Gas installations and related code issues, but also gave 
an actual gas sizing and distribution system sizing problems. It was a real hand on 
training exercise and judging from our closes members responses it was an 
overwhelming success. Future programs will be given following in the same 
direction; that is actually design a system via lecture and actual class exercise. 
We are really looking forward to our “Storm Design Class” on 2/27/96. 
We also  will  have  a  special  guest  at  this  session,  our II Region  II Mr. Ed 
Liggett from Cleveland, Ohio he will be visiting our chapter to see how term 
education program is doing. 
 
Don’t forget the CIPE examination is set for Saturday, April 23rd, 1996. Join other engineers already 
registered for the CIPE examination. Don’t miss this chance to learn “Certified In Plumbing 
Engineering” and become one of many who have the CIPE designation. Also, for a fun filled night. 
Don’t forget our “Windsor Night at the Races” is set for March 29, 1996 at Windsor Raceway. Bring 
your family, friends, and or guest, this event is open for every race, tickets are on sale now, Call Ron 
George at (313) 983-3809 with the number of tickets or tables you will want to purchase as soon as 
possible. Tickets & parking passes will be mailed along with an invoice as calls are received. Do not 
delay, this event sells out Quickly.  
 
Sincerely, 
Robert S. Fecso CIPE 
President ASPE Eastern MI, Chap. 
 
Legislative Report: 
On November 5, 1995, BOCA released the results of the hearings and voting on the challenges to the 
actions of the Plumbing committee regarding the 1995 International Plumbing code. While our local 
committee disagreed with their challenges on several issues, our feelings had no bearing on the 
results. Of the 38 challenges presented nun were accepted. The same holds true for the International 
Private Sewage Code. Of the four challenges nun were accepted. 
 
The final tally reads as follows; 63 were approved as submitted, 7 were approved as modified, 156 
were denied and 26 were withdrawn by the proponent. All 7 amendments to the Private Sewage 
Disposal Code were approved as submitted.  
 
John E. Matthews, PE, FASSE                                                                                                                                                                                
Vice President, Legislative 
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ASPE-Night at the Races Friday Night 
March 29th at Windsor Raceway 
 
This year we are having our annual “ASPE 
Night at the - Races” on Friday, March 29, 1996 
at Windsor Ontario. Mark this date on your calendar and plan on attending this fun filled evening with 
many others in the plumbing industry. Ticket prices are $24 per ticket or $144 per table of six. For 
each table of six you purchase, we will have a sign made for your table with your    company name. 
On It.  
 
You can take advantage of this opportunity to invite your friends, relatives, current business 
associates or employees out for a wonderful evening dinner and friendly wagering on the ponies. The 
tables are in a relaxed atmosphere on the club level of Windsor Raceway with betting windows 
nearby. Many companies have made this an annual                  
tradition, so join the fun and come spend an evening with us.  
 
ASPE will have a race named in our honor. (Look for’ which race in the program) The board of 
directors will present the winning ride his trophy and have their picture made with the winner. Last 
year we had 155 people from the plumbing industry at this social function and this year’ we hope to 
eclipse that mark. 
 
ASPE will have a race named iii our honor. (Look for’ which race in the program) The board of 
directors will present the winning ride his trophy and have their picture made with the winner. Last 
year we had 155 people from the plumbing industry at this social function and this year’ we hope to 
eclipse that mark. Please call Ron George with the number of tickets or tables you will want to 
purchase as soon as possible.   
 
The tickets and parking passé will be mailed along with an invoice as calls are received. We hope to 
see you there. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 
President’s Report: March 1996 
March and April have been busy months. First of all, our Fire Protection class was 
excellent! The turn-out was good and Ernie Yonkers of AKA gave an excellent 
presentation. Following that, the Windsor Night at the Races turned our to be one 
of our most successful events with record breaking attendance. Without the 
support of our chapter and especially our manufacturer representatives, this event 
would not have been possible. The Eastern Michigan Board of Directors would like 
to express a “BIG THANK YOU” for your support! 
 
The months ahead will be very busy also. For example, our chapter will be hosting 
the Region 2 meeting, June 8th, 1996, plans are being made for national convention in Phoenix, and 
we are preparing for our next session of educational classes. We recently concluded a board meeting 
and have voted to pursue the possibility of Detroit being the host for the ASPE National Convention in 
2002. So as you can see, you Board of Directors are very busy. 
 
Speaking of which, the elections are just around the corner. Elections will be held in May for a new 
Board of Directors, so if you are interested in any board position, please contact Bob Burford to add 
your name as a nominee. We feel the following slate would be most consistent with chapter policy 
and future growth: 
 
President: Joe Hernandez 
Vice President Technical: Bob Fecso, CIPE & Esteban Cabello 
Vice President Legislative: John Matthews, PE, CIPE 
Vice President Membership: Larry Keelan 
Administrative Secretary: John Nussbaum 
Treasurer: Eric Leuenberger 
Corresponding Secretary: George Johnston 
 
Please get involved! Vote for your Board of Directors! 
 
Sincerely Yours,  
Robert S. Fecso, CIPE 
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Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: May 1996 
May is Election Month! We have a proposed slate of candidates for each of the 
seven board positions. Please review it and plan on attending the general 
membership meeting on May 21, 1996 and participate in the affairs of your 
association. If you or someone else would be interested in serving on the Board of 
Directors, please attend this month’s meeting. The only stipulation is that the first 
three positions (President, VP technical and VP Legislation) must be full 
members.  
 

Please attend the general membership meeting on May 21, 1996                                                                                    
and participate in the affairs of your association 

 

The following is the current list of candidates: 
President:                             Joe Hernandez                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
VP Technical:                       Bob Fecso, CIPE & Estaban Cabello  
VP Legislative:                      John Mathews, PE, CIPE                                                                                                               
VP Membership:                   Larry Keelan                                                                                                                                                                                              
Administrative Secretary:     John Nussbaum                                                                                                                                                                                               
Corresponding Secretary      George Johnston   
 

Sincerely Yours, 
Robert Fecso CIPE  
 

Legislative Report: 
Over the past five months, I have been communicating on the legal problems between IAPMO and 
the International Code Council (ICC). Now, it seems there is trouble in River City, “to quote the words 
from a movie the name of which I don’t remember you know the one with “76 Trombones”, etc It 
seems that the new "IAPMO UPC" Plumbing code was submitted to the ANSI A40 Committee with a 
recommendation that this document is to be substituted for the current 1993 A40 Plumbing Standard. 
Seems like a logical step since A40, IAPMO and NAPHCC have joined together to produce a single 
model code. Over the years, the voting membership of IAPMO has been restrictive in the usage of 
plastic pipe and fittings, sighting as one of their reasons, the dangers when plastic piping is present in 
a fire situation. 
 
On February 22, 1996, the Plastic Pipe and Fitting Industry (PPFA) charged the ANSI-accredited A40 
Plumbing Standards Committee and its secretariat with subverting the voluntary consensus standards 
development process. The Association's charges were levied in petitions Filed with ANSI and the 
ANSI A40 Committee. The petitions call for the immediate suspension of the ANSI-accredited A40 
Plumbing Standards Committee, its operations, and the secretariat, until changes arc mandated in 
the Committee's membership and alleged abuses by the secretariat of ANSI procedural requirements 
cease.  While hearings are scheduled, we may not hear the results until some - time this summer,                                                                                                                                      
The use of plastic pipe and fittings has grown steadily over the past twenty or so years. It would be a 
shame for a pressure group to deny the general public a cost-effective substitute for metallic 
materials. 
 
John E. Matthews, PE FASSE - Vice President, Legislative 
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1996-1998 
Joseph Hernandez, President  
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: June/July/August 1996 
I hope everyone is having a great summer! I know my family and I are having a 
terrific one. The new members of the ASPE Board of Directors arc going to take 
the next seasons technical programs to new heights. The 1996/97 membership 
meeting/technical class will feature an advanced medical facility. Our new VP 
Tech is already lining up an impressive list of new teachers, in addition to some of 
last year’s teachers (including myself). 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr. Bob Fecso, CIPE for the two 

years of service as President of our chapter. Additionally, I would like to thank Mr. David Meek for all 
the years that he did such an excellent job as Treasurer. I would like to welcome the new board 
members also, Mr. Esteban Cabello, CIPE and Eric Leuenberger, VP Tech and Treasurer 
respectively. I have no doubts they will do an outstanding job for our chapter. 
 
Sometime, very, soon a letter will be sent to all the Architectural /Engineering Firms of Southeastern 
Michigan announcing the new seasons format. If you would like your office to receive our 
announcement letter, please contact Mr. Larry Keelan and he will see that your department manager 
receives an invitation. 
 
The ASPE National Conference is going to be held this year in the fall and the host city is Atlanta, 
GA. 
 
One last note, the American Backflow Prevention Association - Michigan Chapter, in conjunction with 
Drinking Water a & Backflow Prevention Magazine will be having a joint conference and symposium 
here in Dearborn Michigan on July 22 and 23, This Summit and Expo is going to prove to be one of 
the most important conferences of this year, featuring  many technical seminars on related subjects. 
You are also invited to visit the Manufacturers Expo and get all the latest specs for your literature 
files, if you can-not attend the entire conference. Please look inside this newsletter for an Expo Ticket 
and Conference Agenda. For more information on this event contact Ron Chapman, CIPE. 
 
Please don't forget that your ASPE Chapter Meetings are open to all and will be at the Plumbing and 
Heating Industry of Detroit on Eight Mile Rd. They are generally on the fourth Tuesday of each 
month. Plan on attending and renew old friendships and make some new ones, after all this is your 
association. 
 
Wishing you a great summer, 
Joe Hernandez CIPE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: September 1996 
Hey gang, guess what?  Give up?  Okay, I’ll tell you it is those three little words 
we tell your children.  No, not “I love you”, it’s “Back to school”.  Yes, it is back to 
school, not the same thing our children dread but the classes that allow engineers 
and designers to learn the basics in Engineered Plumbing Design.  
 
This year will bring to another dimension of plumbing design.  This year we as a 
group will explore the basics in Healthcare design.  We have prepared, just as last 
year, a sample building.  Our building will again cover the basics in plumbing such 

as Water, DWV, Storm and Fuel.  This building is a single story with basement and penthouse and 
covers the Medical gas requirements.  Our plumbing class will also cover the latest medical gas 
codes. 
 
Our monthly membership meetings will be further enhanced by the ASSE.  Prior to dinner and our 
ASPE general membership meeting; a 30 minute code presentation, by ASSE, will be provided.  This 
code presentation will cover the necessary issues for the evening’s program and class.  Your 
attendance is highly recommended. 
 
Mr. Esteban Cabello, CIPE will outline the entire program and has worked very hard to bring in the 
top teachers for this year’s program.  I know this because he asked me to teach a class.  Enough 
said on the TECH PROGRAM 96/97. 
 
We are adding several new features to our newsletter.  We will feature Engineer, Contractor and A/E 
stand-outs each issue.  Have any stand-outs?  Just fax your recommendations to me, Joe 
Hernandez, CIPE, for consideration.  There will also be a Professional Postings for employment 
opportunities.  Our Newsletter has a listing of 500 + mailings to A/E’s, members, contractors, 
inspectors and code officials.  For information contact Larry Keelan at Keelan and Associates. 
 
For all the members who passed their CIPE exams, congrats.  I know that was a tough exam.  Our 
next exam will be in the spring of 1998.  The Eastern Michigan Chapter will certainly be around to 
help all in need.  
 
We really have a lot to offer our membership this year and planning is already underway for the ASPE 
Wigget factory for next year. 
 
See you there, 
 
Joe Hernandez, CIPE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 
Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: October 1996 
Well, the fall season is certainly here and with it brings many things such as apple 
cider, Halloween, and the ever fun of leaf raking.  Good stuff!  I was really pleased 
to see such a great response to this year’s ASPE membership/plumbing class 
program.  We had 85 attendees and it was the largest gathering to date. 
 
This month’s program will cover the basics of DWV.  That means drainage, waste, 
and venting.  As we did last month, the ASSE will start the program off by 
reviewing the appropriate codes relative to the evening’s topic.  The ASSE code 

review will again be done by Mr. Carl Schroeder, UA Training Instructor.  A heartfelt thank you, Carl!!!  
The plumbing design instructor will be myself, and if I might add, this class will really be a blast! 
 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE has decided to invite all currently enrolled apprentice 
plumbers and engineering students to the plumbing program free of charge.  Current ASPE and 
ASSE members receive free entry. 
 
We are pleased to announce that Inspectors will get the benefit of a 2 hour CEU for each session 
they attend.  The signup sheets will be available at the registration desk.  
 
The first week in November will be really heating up when 800 conventioneers head to Arizona for the 
ASPE National Convention.  We are very lucky to have a group of three past presidents going and 
our VP Tech.  Have a good time guys and do us proud. 
 
Again, I would like to thank you for your support of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE’s 
“Plumbing Design Class”. 
 
Joe Hernandez, CIPE 
EM ASPE President 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: November 1996 
The month of November brings forth many traditions that date back to the 
beginning of this great nation. No, not the elections, I’m talking about the 
Thanksgiving Holiday. This holiday happens to be my personal favorite. It is a 
time to enjoy being with the family, as well as all that great food, WOW!!! 
 

The month of November with ASPE will also bring the third installment of our 
membership/plumbing class. This month's topic will review and provide all the 
latest on storm drainage. Once again Mr. Carl Schroeder will present the code 
session. The presenter and teacher of this month’s Storm Drainage Class will be 

our very own Mr. Ron George, CIPE. Mr. George is no stranger to the teaching as well as having 
national recognition on plumbing expertise. 
 

As some might know I’m in the process of building a new house. And because of this I’ve developed 
a LOVE/HATE relationship towards contractors. Let me say this, there are good ones and plenty of 
bad ones. As for our house we have had our share of both. I’m pleased to say that at the request of 
Mr. Nussbaum that we (my wife and I) seek a union plumber for the job. Good advise? You Bet!! ! I 
contacted a non-union master plumber and he gave me all sorts of promises to do work, even on 
paper, but when the time came, he left me out in the cold. This happened well before my 
conversation with Mr. Nussbaum and his well taken advice. The contractor who did my job was 
Pender Brothers Plumbing, a union plumbing firm. If the Pender Brothers are examples of 
professionalism in the union plumbing industry, then I’m proud to say that these gentlemen were part 
of the construction of my new house. ln addition to an occasional house project the Pender Brothers 
Plumbing are actively engaged in contracts that approach the million dollar range. Their work and 
quality rarely go with mistake or complaint. Inspectors know the Pender Brothers Plumbing and state 
confidently their qualifications. Hats Off! The Pender Brothers Plumbing will receive the First Eastern 
Michigan Chapter ASPE Contractor Standout Award, Congratulations to Rick Pender and the entire 
crew. Show your Michigan work ethics with pride. 
 

Finally, we have had so many numerous positive comments on the format of our plumbing 
class/membership meetings that I sincerely doubt that we will ever change it unless something better 
is presented and adopted. We have a saying in my martial arts class “The biggest room in the 
universe is the room for improvement.” This will be the basis for our plumbing class, continuous 
improvement. 
 

Just a reminder that the November ASPE Meeting provides dinner and a call in reservation is 
appreciated. Feel free to call any of the Board Members with your reservation. The phone numbers 
are listed on the back page of this newsletter. Happy Holidays from your Board. 
  
Joe Hernandez, CIPE  
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: December 1996 
Happy Holidays Everyone! Our next and final installment of 1996, of Eastern 
Michigan ASPE Technical programs is on Tuesday, December 17, 1996.  (Don’t 
fret – it will continue in January 1997). It will be held at the Plumbing and Heating 
Industry of Detroit on Eight Mile Road. The program will continue to cover the 
plumbing requirements in the medical building. This month the topics will cover 
“Domestic Water”, both hot and cold as it applies to the Healthcare Facilities. The 
domestic water will be enhanced by the inserting topic on how to deal with poor 
water pressure.  A water pressure booster will be incorporated into the design. 

The “how to and when”, will be a prominent discussion. The second part will cover the hot water 
distribution, again highlighting the requirements as it applies to hospital applications. 
 
We are privileged to having two very qualified teachers for this module of our program. The first 
teacher is Mr. Simon Ren, PE, and the second is Mr. Larry Keelan. These two gentlemen ae no 
strangers to the spoken fields. 
 
As in previous classes The ASSE will once again cover the code aspects of healthcare/hospital 
requirements. Mr. Carl Schroeder will once again offer his talents in this area. His program will start at 
4:30pm, so please be prompt. He just may give you a test, so be advised. 
 
As president of the Eastern Michigan Chapter I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those 
people and companies that have made our program the complete success that it is. Enjoy the 
Seasons Holidays and always be safe.  
 
Joseph V. Hernandez, CIPE 
President Eastern Michigan ASPE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: January 1997 
Happy New Year Everyone!  Let’s make it the best one ever.  This year will bring 
many wonderful things to the ASPE.  One that I’m pleased to announce is the 
location for the TECHNICAL SYMPOSIUM, that being Baltimore, Maryland.  The 
Tech Symposium will be sometime this year in November.  As soon as that 
information is made available, I will quickly get it into your hands. 
 
The Board of Directors has decided to hold a raffle in addition to the chapter 
“usual”, as a fund raiser.  This will be for two (2) sponsored trips to the Technical 

Symposium.  The particulars of the gift packages are still being ironed out.  I can say it will cover 
registration and air fare, at least.  More information will follow. 
 
Incidentally, it should be known that the BOD will be traveling to Maryland to attend the Technical 
Symposium as well.  Their expenses are subsidized by the ASPE National organization.  ASPE 
National takes on expenses for these sorts of functions.  By doing so it encourages active 
participation at the chapter level.  It goes without saying, without the volunteer efforts of the local 
chapter BOD the entire ASPE would become a page in the history of Engineering Societies.   We are 
always looking for help at the board level and it is greatly appreciated.  The Eastern Michigan 
Chapter has now established a technical education program that will take it into the Twenty-First 
Century.  Our program is not without fault and we are still learning how to make it better.  Maybe one 
of our new members can see some of our short comings and step forward and suggest an 
improvement.  A sure way to implement the improvement is by having a voice on the board, i.e., 
officer. 
 
The January installment gets us to the heart of this year’s program, Medical Plumbing Systems.  
Some are more involved than the others, but they all come under a very important NFPA code.  The 
NFPA code on medical gases is NFPA 99.  Our first session last year, we brought in Mr. Dennis 
Murray, a specialist on medical gas system certification.  It was well received.  Before  
 
we can design medical plumbing systems we must understand both the engineering and the 
importance of code adherence.  I feel Mr. Carl Schroeder and a Committee official Mr. Mark Allen will 
bring the NFPA 99 code in proper perspective.  Having worked on the design of a number of 
Healthcare facilities myself, I really appreciate the benefit of being addressed by a specialist.  These 
two gentlemen are just that, well-spoken specialists in their fields.   
 
Our January session once again will be at the Plumbing and Heating Industry of Detroit on Eight Mile 
Road.  It will be on Tuesday, January 28th, with the code session at 4:30 p.m. and the Technical 
session starting at 6:15 p.m.  The Ingersoll-Rand group will go through a method for selecting a 
medical air pump and a review of the different types of medical air pumps.  There will be sample 
problems and exercises. 
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In February we will be discussing the finer points of Medical Vacuum Equipment and the method for 
its selection.  As you can see, we are still in the Mechanical Equipment Room and before too long we 
will be in the distribution side of all this. 
 
If Mark Allen’s schedule permits, he is planning to make a preview appearance at the January ASPE 
technical session to address the gathering, providing an overview of the NFPA 99.  Mr. Allen is going 
to be giving a complete technical seminar at COBO HALL, in Detroit, in the early part of February.  
So, his cameo appearance is certainly welcome. 
 
Costs are everyone’s concern and the Eastern Michigan ASPE is no exception.  Our cost for 
providing an enjoyable dinner/seminar can be held in check if a good estimate of attendees is 
possible.  Please make a reservation with Mary, at PHI, if you plan on attending.  Her number is 313-
345-3535.  There will be many thanks if you do! 
 
See you there and Happy Winter 
 
Joe Hernandez, CIPE 
Eastern Michigan ASPE President 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: February 1997 
Tired of winter?  Well let me tell you I sure am and I’m in dire need for better 
weather.  One reassuring thought is that spring is almost here and with its arrival 
traditions come with it.  One such tradition with the Eastern Michigan ASPE is the 
annual “Night at the Races” at the Windsor Race Course on Friday, March 21st.  
The cost is $24 per person which will cover parking and dinner.  Mr. Ron George 
is handling the reservations and also Mr. Eric Leuenberger.  There is plenty of 
time to get those reservations in. 
 

In our last month’s newsletter I made a comment that the Technical Symposium in Baltimore would 
have ASPE National subsidized travel to the event for chapter board members, this was wrong.  In 
fact, ASPE National only subsidizes the chapter delegates, usually board members, to the National 
Convention held bi-annually.  I apologize for any misunderstanding it may have created.  However, 
the Eastern Michigan chapter’s position is still the same as we are still planning to offer, via raffle, two 
trips to the Baltimore Technical Symposium.  The chapter still supports the involvement at the board 
level by offering to cover the expenses of the registration fees and travel for board members wishing 
to make the trek.  It’s a small way to say thank you for the volunteered efforts.  We are intending to 
send at least four persons to Baltimore, two board members and two raffle trips. 
 
Speaking of raffles, our annual raffle is here and the standard prizes are once again being offered, a 
television set, VCR, camera and several other items. We have decided to reduce the raffle ticket 
prices though, instead of five dollars each the cost will be three for five dollars or two dollars each.  
The tickets will be available soon. The committee is close to deciding where the board summer 
retreat is going to be held.  All indications point to Stratford, Ontario.  In case you do not know, the 
board gets together for a long meeting to plan the year’s events and programming.  However, this 
year we are going to do an overnighter.  At this overnighter the entire year will be planned.  And to 
make it family friendly the families are coming along, sort of a mini vacation for the most important 
people in our lives. 
 
On February 25, 1997 the sixth session of our membership/plumbing class will take place.  This 
month’s focus of discussion will center on the principles of MEDICAL VACUUM. 
 
The sponsor of this month’s program is Mr. Larry Keelan and Associates.  It should be noted that 
Larry and myself have signatures on the original charter of the Eastern Michigan ASPE.  Thank you 
again Larry for all your support and commitment to the Eastern Michigan ASPE. 
 
Larry is bringing Mr. Steve Gleason of Medical Air Pumps, Inc. to give the evening lesson of the 
principles of Medical vacuum.  Steve is a graduate of Trenton State College with a B.S. in Industrial 
Engineering.  He has some eighteen years of experience in the pump industry.  He is a card carrying 
member of both NFPA and the American Society of Healthcare Engineers (ASHE). 
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He will be covering the following:  What is vacuum?  Definitions, engineering fundamentals, typical 
vacuum producers – pump types, types of vacuum systems, system sizing criteria, system 
components, piping distribution, testing requirements, changes in NFPA99, 1996. 
 
Whew!  That is a lot.  Welcome Steve, I know we will learn a lot.  Did I mention Mr.Carl Schroeder, I 
don’t need to; we all know he will be there at 4:30 p.m. courtesy of Plumbers Local 98 and the ASSE.  
Carl you’re the best. 
 
Joe Hernandez, CIPE 
Eastern Michigan ASPE President 
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President’s Report: March 1997 
Hey spring is just about here and it’s about time. Our March meeting is going to 
be a real winner.  I had the opportunity to tour the training facility of Local 98 and 
what a place!  There is so much stuff that I asked if I could go through the 
apprentice program. Well they just laughed Imagine that! 
 
Our March meeting will be at the Training Facility of Local 98.  The address is 531 
East Seven Mile Rd.  It will be held on Tuesday, March 25, 1997.  The times are 
the same beginning with Mr. Carl Schroeder at 4:30 PM and the Technical portion 

will be given by myself.  The code review will cover the Healthcare Facility plumbing section in the 
1993 BOCA.  The technical program will provide a method of sizing a medical gas system and the 
relevant devices.  There will be plenty of handouts to assist you in future designs. 
 
The “Night at the Races” is on Friday, March 21, 1997.  It will be at the Windsor racecourse.  The cost 
for dinner and VIP parking is a mere $24 dollars.  It is our twentieth trip across the river and has 
grown to 200 plus attendees.  The Racecourse traditionally dedicates one of the races to the Eastern 
Michigan ASPE.  For the newcomers the horses are trotters and are very exciting to watch and bet 
on.  I came home with five extra dollars last year and I plan to better this year.  Tickets are still 
available; call Ron George or Eric Leuenberger. 
 
See you all real soon! 
 
Joe Hernandez, CIPE  
President, Eastern Michigan ASPE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 
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President’s Report: April 1997 
We are in a unique position here at the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE. It is a 
rare privilege to have two members of the same chapter serve on the same 
national committee.  Mr. Ron George and Mr. Esteban Cabello are both members 
of the National Education Committee.  Mr. George is Committee chairman and 
Mr. Cabello has recently been appointed to be Region II representative.  These 
two gentlemen are indeed highly qualified for the positions they currently hold.  
My hat is off to both of you and a heartfelt thank you for the continual commitment 
to the chapter and ASPE National.  Your dedication is what makes ASPE what it 

is today – a success. 
 
Our March session at the Plumbers Training Facility Local 98 was one of the finest plumbing teaching 
seminars to date.  The teaching staff of Carl S. and Tom M. did the facility proud.  The tour of the 
medical gas mockup installations was truly amazing.  I feel if there were more exhibits of this nature 
where engineers and designers can actually see examples of installations there would be fewer 
errors and omissions.  I taught at a light speed pace on medical gases and for that I apologize, 
however, all those who would like a copy of my lecture notes call me at my office (810) 643-6222 and 
I’ll see that you get it.  The majority of my lecture came from NFPA publication 99C and several other 
sources.  Any questions on medical gases just give me a call. 
 
April showers bring May flowers, sound familiar?  Well the Eastern Michigan chapter of the ASPE 
April is the time to start thinking about elections. Got to ask yourself! “Am I happy with this bunch of 
loser”? Maybe yes, or maybe no! Think you can help the chapter out?  It does not require a lot of time 
and there are rewards in the people you will get the opportunity to meet.  If you are interested in 
running for a position on the Board of Directors, contact Mr. Bob Fecso. 
 
Just as a reminder our April class will be back at the Plumbing and Heating Industry of Detroit on 
Eight Mile Road.  The date is Tuesday, April 22, 1997. 
 
Have an opinion about something going on in the plumbing industry?  If so, we’d like to hear from 
you.  Starting next month we are planning a new column just for our readers called “Letters to the 
Editor”.  Letters should be faxed to Joe Hernandez.  By the way, they can be humorous.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Respectfully, 
Joe Hernandez, CIPE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: May 1997 
Greetings my fellow members. As you know, we are reaching the final session of 
our 1996/97 technical program. The final session is May 27, 1997 on Construction 
Cost Estimation. 
 
There are numerous acknowledgments to be made for those that contributed to 
the success of this years technical program. 
 
Mr. VP Technical (Esteban Cabello, CIPE) - Your efforts made it possible for this 

years program to remain as interesting as last years and as equally informative. The careful selection 
of instructors made each session a true learning experience.  Simply terrific! 
 
Mr. VP Legislative (John Matthews, PE, CIPE) - Despite your personal tragedies you found time to 
represent our chapter at all the necessary functions maintaining its prominence at the State and Local 
levels. Thank you again, I can not say this enough. 
 
Mr. Treasurer (Eric Leuenberger) - Your first year at this post has been literally flawless. Job well 
done! 
 
Mr. VP Membership (Larry Keelan) - Years of dedicated service is too much for words, but on behalf 
of the chapter I will say this, you were among the founders of this chapter and the Society itself and 
for that I truly thank you. I hope you are able to remain active with the BOD, if not as an officer at 
least as an advisor. 
 
Administrative Secretary (John Nussbaum, FASSE IPP) - Your counseling and advice have given me 
the insight to develop a program that has the capacity to take this chapter into the twenty-first 
century. Your affiliations allow us to weave an organization that stretches across many boundaries 
that would otherwise be difficult, if not impossible, to traverse. I will continue to seek your advice and 
counsel. 
 
Correspondence Secretary (George Johnston) - When something needs to get to the membership 
the cry is “Give it to George....”, and you have never let us down. You and your staff are simply the 
best. 
 
Code Review Director (Carl Schreoder) - The opportunity to bring the Engineer Designer into our 
program and get, firsthand, a review of code issues was a brilliant 
idea. I only wish I had thought of it first. Carl your expertise in this area is second to none. 
 
A hearfelt thank you to all those silent supporters that have made this year an absolute success. Let’s 
make 1997/98 even better 
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May 1997 
 
Our elections are here and will be held at the next plumbing class in May. The current slate is as 
follows: 
 
PRESIDENT - JOE HERNANDEZ, CIPE 
VP TECHNICAL - ESTEBAN CABELLO, CIPE 
VP LEGISLATIVE - JOHN MATTHEWS, PE, FASSE 
TREASURER - ERIC LEUENBERGER 
VP MEMBERSHIP - SCOTT KNIGHT 
CORRESPONDENCE SECRETARY - GEORGE JOHNSTON 
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY - JOHN NUSSBAUM, FASSE IPP 
 
These are the gentleman who put their name in for election. Anyone with a full membership status 
can seek the presidency or VP presidency posts. All other offices only require you to be an active 
member. 
 
Our raffle is going quite well and there are plenty of tickets left. The prizes are printed on the ticket 
and the donation as well. TUs is one of the only fund-raising things we do, your support is greatly 
appreciated. 
 
We are still looking for letters/comments from our membership. At the April meeting the 
announcement was made to request letters for publish in our monthly Newsletter. These can be 
serious or humorous whichever the case may dictate. Oh, they can be handwritten too! Simply get it 
to one of the board members or fax it to Joe Hernandez. 
 
 
Joe Hernandez, CIPE 
President, Eastern Michigan ASPE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 
Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: September 1997 
Well it’s that time of year again, Lions football and all that great fall stuff.  It also 
means the beginning of a new Eastern Michigan ASPE season.  During the last 
two years we explored the plumbing basics in a small three-story building and a 
little medical facility, and the response was tremendous.  This year’s program will 
rival the past by covering industrial plumbing.  There will be systems that will be of 
interest to the novice engineer/designer to the seasoned veteran.  We will cover 
the basics of pump design, boiler room layout, chilled water piping and hydronics.  
There is a program line-up in this newsletter, so keep it close. 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome a new board member.  He is replacing long time board 
member Mr. Larry Keelan.  This person is Mr. Scott Knight.  He has become the Vice President of 
Membership and will handle all of your questions involving membership status past, present and 
future.   
 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter board of directors was very busy this summer planning the upcoming 
year.  Although this is a yearly event, what made this year unique is that we decided to lock ourselves 
in a hotel room and not leave until all major issues were resolved.  So that our families would not 
worry they came along for the ride.  Spouses with children in tow toured the sites of Stratford, Ontario 
while the BOD worked.  Important dates were established at this work session such as the CIPE 
review date on February 28 and Night at the Races on March 25.  We also decided to raffle a trip 
package for two to the National Convention in Indianapolis, IN and we are adding a table for six to our 
annual Night at the Races to our fund raising line-up.  Thank you to the six members of the board that 
made the trip:  J. Hernandez, E. Cabello, J. Nussbaum, E. Leuenberger, R. George and B. Pines. 
 
We are pleased to announce that a new voting seat has been added to the board of directors.  
Plumbing Contractor Representative is the official title of this new seat.  It is a volunteered position 
and its term runs for one year.  Mr. Barry Pines, CIPE, of Oakland Plumbing is the first person to fill 
this position.  Barry is a master plumber and currently a senior estimator for Oakland Plumbing.  Let 
me be the first to say “Welcome Barry”.  Incidentally Barry was in the Stratford work session. 
 
This year’s Technical Symposium will be held in Baltimore in late September.  The Eastern Michigan 
Chapter will be represented by Esteban Cabello and myself.  I’ve included a program flyer in this 
newsletter to encourage the attendance to this wonderful event.  I admit this is my first one, but I’m 
told the experience is truly worthwhile. 
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September 1997 
 
Lastly our new season begins on Tuesday, September 23, 1997.  The program will cover the basics 
of industrial applications in pump design.  The Detroit Pump will sponsor the evening at the Plumbing 
and Heating Industry of Detroit on 8 Mile Rd.  Our terrific caterer, Ginny, will also be back.  And Mr. 
Carl Schroeder will be there to make sure that all the code issues are never taken lightly, improperly 
or inaccurately.  The times are as follows: 
 
   Code Review:  5:30-6:30 pm 
   Dinner/Meeting:  6:30-7:00 pm 
   Class/Lecture:  7:00-8:30 pm 
 
We have pushed back the times to allow everyone to take advantage of the Code Program and make 
it easier to attend the Class/Lecture session.  The Chapter business will be conducted during dinner 
to be sure we dismiss before 9:00 pm.  I’ll see you there! 
 
Joe Hernandez, CIPE 
President, Eastern Michigan Chapter ASPE 
 
Technical Report: 
As we head into our third year of ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter’s unique technical seminar series, 
I would like to personally welcome everyone back to what I believe will be a fantastic year. This year’s 
theme will focus on plumbing systems found in an industrial plant. Not only will we have classes on 
underground tanks, backflow prevention and Hydronic, we will also have classes on boiler room 
layout, paint systems, process waste and cooling towers piping lay-out. 
 
September’s class will focus on pump selection and lay-out as it pertains to utility, process and 
wastewater applications. Detroit Pump will not only sponsor the evening (free dinner!) but will also 
provide us with top quality instructors. Detroit Pump and Manufacturing Company, Inc. is based in 
Detroit and has three other locations in Michigan. They have been solving pumping problems for over 
70 years and have one of the world’s largest and most complete pump distributors. 
 
The evening’s instructors, Ron Macey, Bill Wakim and Paul Horvath, are all from Detroit Pump and 
each have over 25 years of experience in the general pump industry. Mr. Ron Macey will be handling 
the hydraulic portion and utilities. He worked for an engineering firm before Detroit Pump and has 
over 30 years in the pump business. Mr. Bill Wakim has a master’s degree in engineering and has 
worked for Detroit Pump for 27 years, currently as manager of municipal sales. He will be speaking 
about wastewater systems. Mr. Paul Horvath is a graduate of Michigan Tech and worked for a major 
pump manufacturer before joining Detroit Pump. He has 25 years with the company and currently 
serves as Vice-President of sales. He will be handling process pumps. 
 
With this line up of instructors, this will definitely be a ‘not to be missed' class. So make your plans 
now to attend.  See you there! 
 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE  
Technical Vice-President 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 
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President’s Report: October 1997 
We had our first technical session last month and I’m pleased to announce that 
there were over seventy people in attendance.  This tells us that we are fulfilling 
the responsibility of providing programs that educate.  Our program line-up has 
value to the veteran and novice engineer as well as the design professional.  Our 
next class will cover the basics of backflow prevention.  The date of this 
meeting/class is Wednesday, October 15, 1997 at the Plumbing and Heating 
Industry of Detroit.  Refer to Mr. Cabello’s report for the particulars.  Did I say 
Wednesday?  You better believe I said Wednesday, October 15.  We usually 

have our classes on Tuesday, however due to schedule conflicts the date has been moved to 
Wednesday, October 15.  Remember Wednesday, October 15! 
 
I had the pleasure of attending my first ASPE Technical Symposium in Baltimore in September.  All I 
can say is that I truly never knew what I was missing.  There were over 375 participants attending 
classes such as “Fire Protection” and “How to Handle the Internet”.  The instructors came from all 
parts of the United States and were experts in their respective fields.  The next Tech Symposium will 
be in October 1999 and the host city will be Philadelphia, PA.  I’ll be there and so will the Eastern 
Michigan Chapter.  The Eastern Michigan Chapter currently is lobbying for a Technical Symposium.  
I’ll keep you informed if we are successful.  I would like to have the opportunity to show off our two 
new stadiums in Downtown Detroit and let’s not forget the casinos. 
 
To keep you and your automobiles safe while attending the meeting/plumbing classes at PHI of 
Detroit we have hired the services of a security guard.  We have yet to lose anyone or their cars; it is 
only a security measure. 
 
With all that said I’ll see you on Wednesday, October 15, 1997.  Do you think I said Wednesday, 
October 15 enough times??? 
 
Joe Hernandez, CIPE 
President Eastern Michigan Chapter ASPE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 
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President’s Report: November 1997 
This month will bring the third installment for the 1997/1998 technical program.  I 
know some of you are probably wondering what happened to the Industrial 
Building from the original design classes.  Well last summer at the work session 
the decision was made to do systems when it was practical and to maintain the 
“Building” approach at all other times.  Therefore, the first two sessions addressed 
Pumps, Pumping and Backflow Protection systems.  The third session 
(November) will deal with the Process Waste system generally found in a typical 
Industrial Plant.  And I’m sure you have noticed that the instructors have been 

seasoned experts in their respective fields, i.e. Mr. Bill Wakim having a Masters degree in Fluid 
Engineering and Mr. Ron Chapman with credentials as Master Plumber and Director of Backflow 
Protection at Ford Motor Co.  Solid, if I say so myself!  Our fourth session on Industrial Compressed 
Air will bring back the focus of the “Building” approach as we redesign the compressed air at the 
Kelsey-Hayes plant in Detroit.  As usual, there will be plenty of design material distributed. 
 
Our speaker and instructor for Process Waste Systems this month is Julius Ballanco, PE.  Our 
Technical Vice President will do the honors of introducing to the membership in his report.  All I will 
say is that his work on the BOCA plumbing code, past and present, is unrivaled and will stand for 
years.  Welcome Mr. Ballanco! 
 
The Board of Directors of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of the ASPE has decided to set up an Honor 
Roll to acknowledge companies or individuals that contribute to the success of our chapter.  Submit 
your suggestions to any board member for consideration.  A “Certification of Appreciation” from ASPE 
Society, will be issued by the Eastern Michigan chapter. 
 
On a more personal note, condolences go out to our treasurer, Mr. Eric Leuenberger, who suffered 
the loss of his mother several weeks ago.  Also, long time member John Schmidt has been 
hospitalized with a serious heart condition complicated with cancer.  Get well notes are greatly 
appreciated. 
    
Our December Raffle tickets are here, and there are some great prizes to be had just in time for the 
holidays. 

• First prize:  VCR (RL Deppmann) 

• Second prize:  Night at the Races Table for Six (ELJER) 

• Third prize:  ASPE Jacket (PHI-Detroit) 

•  
The cost is $2.00 each or three for $5.00. 
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November 1997 
 
The date for the CIPE review class has been now scheduled for Saturday, March 7, 1998 and will be 
a full eight hours long.  The cost for pre-registration is $65.00 and $85.00 at the door.  This cost 
includes a review manual and lunch.  Early registration is highly suggested.  It will be held at the 
Plumbing and Heating Industry of Detroit on Eight Mile. 
 
Again, please, send in your reservations to Johnston/Balfrey Associates for the plumbing class.  It will 
help keep our costs down. 
 
Joe Hernandez, CIPE 
Eastern Michigan ASPE – President 
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President’s Report: December 1997 
Happy Holidays to all, and a joyful New Year! The end of the year is upon us and 
with it the close of the first half of our technical program.  I’m very pleased that it 
has been so well received. 
 
Our Industrial educational program has gained Society’s attention; so much that it 
is encouraging other chapters to duplicate the program.  We are so proud of the 
success that we will be assisting in that effort.  We are still looking for ways to 
improve and all suggestions are appreciated.  Contact any one of the Board of 

Directors with any or all suggestions for consideration and implementation. 
 
We have formed a committee to start reviewing next year’s technical program.  Now with all of the 
Casinos going up we feel it would be a good time to put the Eastern Michigan ASPE to work and be 
at the forefront of providing the expertise in that area.  That’s right; I’m talking about the possibility of 
designing a major HOTEL.  Great idea?  You bet…!  I’ll keep you informed because I’m on the 
committee. 
 
By the end of the year you will be able to E-mail the Eastern Michigan Chapter of the ASPE.  EMC is 
going to be part of the great cyberspace.  You will be able to access the Chapter and get a snippet of 
the Newsletter and membership information.  The idea was presented two years ago and finally it is 
here.  Look for an update in January’s Newsletter for official details.  This is a history making event 
because Eastern Michigan is the first chapter to have its own Web site beside Society. 
 
Remember to make your reservation early for the December class.  Please call George Johnston.  
The date is Tuesday, December 16, 1997.  Mr. Cabello will cover all this in his report. 
 
Again, Happy Holidays and may God keep you safe. 
 
Joe Hernandez CIPE 
President, Eastern Michigan Chapter of the ASPE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 
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President’s Report: January 1998 
Happy New Year everyone and I hope your holidays went well.  It’s now time to 
get down to business because the second half of our technical season is upon us 
and there are plenty of great things in store for the Eastern Michigan Chapter. 
 
The December raffle was successful and we were able to cover our expenses and 
then some.  It is our hope that by having a good fund raising campaign we will be 
better able to have the Chapter represented at the National convention this year 
in Indiana.  The winners of the mid-season raffle are as follows: 

 
  First Prize:  Joe Hernandez 
  Second Prize:  John Taylor 
  Third Prize:  Alan Deal 
  Fourth Prize:  Barry Pines 
 
A special thanks to all the prize contributors:  R. L. Deppman, Eljer, PHI of Detroit and Grinnell.  The 
year-end raffle will be underway at the next general membership meeting and the grand prize is an 
all-expense paid trip for two to the ASPE National convention in Indiana; compliments of Knight 
Sales, Inc.  Get your tickets while you can, I know I am! 
 
Chapter Website update:  We have been experiencing some difficulties with the web site, partly 
because of the Service Provider.  It is our intention to bring to our membership the best service 
possible.  We are currently looking for a new provider and will have all of our glitches solved.  Most 
likely by the end of the month (January) we will be up and running and again be back on the cutting 
edge of things. 
 
Speaking of websites, you can now pull up Societies Home web site.  Their address is as follows: 
www.aspe.org.  Check it out and when you do E-mail them, aspehq@aol.com. 
 
There are plenty of important dates that need to be mentioned and the first one is Tuesday, January 
27, 1998.  It’s the next installment of our technical program.  A member of the Steel Tank Institute will 
give a presentation on the principles of the buried tanks.                       
                                                                                                                                                                                                       
The program will also include leak detection; which is a current federal code and requirement.  Great 
stuff!  See Mr. Cabello’s report for the particulars. 
 
February 15, 1998 is the cutoff date for early registration for the CIPE review session.  The cost 
before this date is $65.00; otherwise the cost will be $85.00.  Either way, the course will be very 
informative and will include lunch and an ASPE published review manual. 
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January 1998 
 
March 20, 1998 is the deadline for registering for the CIPE exam.  There will be applications for the 
exam at the next three general membership meetings. 
 
March 27, 1998 is the annual Night at the Races in Windsor, Ontario.  (Mr. John Taylor, as you know, 
has six openings at his table.)  The cost of the ticket for this event is $24.00 and it includes VIP 
parking, buffet dinner and club level sitting.  A table for six is a mere $144.00 and a great time is up to 
you.  Contact Mr. Eric Leuenberger of Eljer for tickets sales and information. 
 
April 25, 1998 is the date of the CIPE exam.  In years past there has been a Detroit, Michigan site.  
This year will be no different if there are at least 20 registrants.  Get those apps in or you will possibly 
going to Chicago. 
 
If you like what we are doing at the Eastern Michigan Chapter but feel you might have some 
suggestions on how to improve it, please e-mail me.  All suggestions are greatly appreciated and will 
be presented to the Board of Directors for action. 
 
Joe Hernandez, CIPE 
President, Eastern Michigan Chapter ASPE  
 
VP Tech Report: Esteban Cabello CIPE 
 
The topic of January's technical class is Underground Tanks and Piping Systems. The speaker for 
the evening's technical class is the executive vice president of the Steel Tank Institute, Wayne B. 
Geyer, P.E. The Steel Tank Institute is active in developing standards and recommended practices 
for the industry, such as corrosion control requirements, secondary containment designs, and 
installation recommendations. Mr. Geyer is also an active committee member in a number of 
associations, including NFPA 30. It will be a privilege for all of us to have him as a speaker, so do 
attend to what should be a most informative evening. 
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President’s Report: February 1998 
This month’s general membership meeting is a real gem.  For the first time in the 
chapter’s history we are having a technical subject that all need to know but in 
most cases were afraid to ask.  Our boiler room layout class will address all of the 
major points that generally are done to have a safe and functioning layout.  Mr. 
Scott Rogers of D. J. Conley and Associates is going to be giving the 
presentation.  Mr. Cabello will give the specifics in his Vice President Technical 
report. 
 

Many of our members wondered what happened to our code session last session with the ever “all 
knowing”, Mr. Schroeder.  Well, Mr. Schroeder was on vacation, but he’ll be back in full swing at 
February’s general membership meeting. 
 
I got a message from Society this week that one of the founding members of the ASPE has passed 
away, Professor Alfred Steele, PE, CIPE.  A name I know many of the older ASPE members will 
recognize.  I never had the pleasure of meeting him, however I feel that I knew him by the collection 
of books I read that were authored by him.  The knowledge that has been imparted to me through 
those books has helped me to be a better engineer.  For that I can only say thank you Professor 
Steele and may all the answers you sought through your magnificent life be answered by the first 
plumbing engineer, God himself.  You will be missed.  A memorial is being planned.  I will keep the 
membership informed as to the details. 
 
Our next general membership meeting will be on Tuesday, March 24, 1998.  The subject will be on 
the principles of chilled water piping.  You heard it right, chilled water piping.  All of the plumbing 
engineers design these types of systems.  The teacher for the evening will be Mr. Norm Hall of R. L. 
Deppmann of Southfield, MI.  He is no stranger to the field.  So be there and armed with questions. 
 
There are a number of important dates coming up.  The first one is Saturday, March 7, 1998.  Mr. 
Ron George and Mr. Esteban Cabello will be presenting the CIPE review course.  It will be held at the 
Plumbing and Heating Industry of Detroit, the same location as the general membership meetings 
Seats are filling up fast so get that registration in.             
                                                                                                                                                                       
A registration form is in the newsletter.  The class begins promptly at 8:00 a.m.  Juice, coffee and 
doughnuts will be there for the early risers and lunch will also be served.  (Ginny’s Great Stuff) 
March 20, 1998 is the cutoff date for registration for the CIPE exam.  You will be contacted by mail as 
to the location and time of the actual exam. 
 
Saturday, April 25, 1998 – the CIPE exam.  Good luck to all of the registrants.  Do the chapter proud 
and get that certification. 
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February 1998 
 
 Website update (drum roll please) – the Eastern Michigan Chapter is now officially on the 
cyberspace map.  Since November we have tested several different providers and finally found one 
that best suits our needs.  Our web site address is www.aspeemc.org and the general mailbox for e-
mail is info@aspeemc.org.  Please check us out and let us know what you think! 
 
The final raffle for the year is now in progress.  As in years past we will mail to the membership a 
group of tickets to sell or purchase.  However, this year the first prize is a trip for two to the ASPE 
national convention in Indianapolis this fall.  The technical sessions are always great.  Other prizes 
include a TV, Pistons/Red Wings/Viper tickets and a 35mm camera.  The drawing will be held in May 
at the last general membership meeting. 
See you on Tuesday, February 24. 
 
Joe Hernandez, CIPE 
President, Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE 
 
VP Tech Report: 
The February technical seminar will discuss boiler room layout. The instructor for the seminar is Scott 
Rogers. Mr. Scott Rogers is a partner at D.J. Conley Associates. Mr. Rogers is extremely 
knowledgeable in Boiler selection and its associated equipment. D.J. Conley Associates will sponsor 
the meeting. It is important for you to call George Johnston the Friday before the chapter meeting in 
order to calculate an accurate headcount. Your cooperation is appreciated. 
 
Esteban Cabello CIPE                                                                                                                                                                   
Vice President Technical 
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President’s Report: March 1998 
March brings many things and this one is no different.  We will see a technical 
program that is rarely discussed by plumbers.  Pipe-fitters yes, but not plumbers.  
This technical session is on Chilled Water piping.  We are an organization of 
engineers and engineers are not restricted to trades – designs are made for both 
plumber and pipe-fitters alike.  To us it’s just a matter of standards, fluid dynamics 
and codes. 
 
These standards are researched by organizations like the ASSE.  Local Michigan 

representation of ASSE is headed up by President, Mr. Paul Bladic.  His job is to keep the local 
engineering community informed of any relevant changes to the all important standards.  And we rely 
on people like Carl Schroeder, FASSE, of Local 98 to teach the current accepted codes to student 
plumbers and pipe fitters.  A partnership that is dedicated to public service through engineering by 
providing a means of education to those seeking a methodology of keeping the American public safe. 
 
March 31 is when this Chilled Water technical session will be presented to all those wishing to learn 
how it is done.  I was so excited last month that I misstated the date.  It is not March 24, but March 
31.  Sorry for any inconvenience this may have caused.  Mr. Cabello, V.P. Technical, will cover this 
session in his report. 
 
On March 7 there will be a gathering of some three dozen CIPE hopefuls.  Two years ago a little over 
a dozen members took the CIPE review course presented by Ron George, CIPE and Esteban 
Cabello, CIPE and thirteen passed.  Good luck members – know that you are in good hands. 
 
March 20 is the night when the Eastern Michigan Chapter lets its hair down to enjoy an evening of 
good friends, good food and horse racing.  There are still tickets available.  Contact Mr. Eric 
Leuenberger. 
 
There are times when being President is a wonderful thing, especially when it comes time to 
recognize those long time supporters of the Eastern Michigan ASPE.  I am pleased to announce our 
20 year members from the class of 1977-78.  First from the class of ’77:  David Meek of Meek-Beck 
Associates and Fred M. Layne of Migdal, Layne and Sachs, Inc.  And from the class of ’78:  David 
Galperin of Giffels Associates and John Schmidt, Albert Kahn retiree.  Our 10 year members include: 
 
   Andrew E. Calcaterra 
   James P. Hults 
   Mark T. Koenig 
   Cynthia A. Lipchik 
   Paul F. Prentice 
   Darrell W. Underwood 
   John A. Szekeres 
   Samuel T. Wineman, PE 
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March 1998 
 
Fellow members, allow me to give you a heartfelt thank you for supporting the Eastern Michigan 
Chapter.  It is efforts like yours that continue to make our chapter the success that it is.  You will be 
receiving your milestone lapel pins either at the May chapter meeting or we will send it via US post.  
Again, thank you.  And I’ll see everyone at the races on Friday, March 20. 
 
Joe Hernandez, CIPE 
President, Eastern Michigan Chapter ASPE 
 
VP Tec Report: 
The March Technical Design Class will have two speakers: Mr. Nick Purohit, PE and Mr. Norman 
Hall. Both speakers are very knowledgeable and well experienced in the area of chilled water design 
piping and engineering. 
 
Nick Purohit, PE, holds a Masters Degree in Mechanical Engineering from Wayne State University. 
He has more that 20 years of design experience. Prior to starting Climatek Engineering Inc., Nick held 
the position of VP of Mechanical at two major AE firms in the Detroit area. He has won two ASHRAE 
Energy Awards and has led the design of numerous industrial chilled water systems. 
 
Norman Hall holds a BSEE from Wayne State University. He has over 20 years of experience in 
HVAC and Plumbing systems and equipment selection. Norm is president of the R.L. Deppmann Co. 
and past president of ASHRAE Detroit Chapter. He often becomes involved in industrial chilled water 
systems and heat exchangers through local AE firms and mechanical contractors. 
 
Nick and Norman will lead the audience through a typical request for cooling in an industrial setting. 
The examples and presentation will address owner concerns with regard to diversity, bulk cooling 
requirements and future expansion or changes. A sample problem will test you skills at solving a 
batch cooling process heat transfer challenge. I Know this will be a great Presentation.  
 
See you there! 
 
Esteban Cabello CIPE 
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President’s Report: April 1998 
It’s April and all of the spring things are in full swing.  We are close to wrapping up 
this year’s technical session.  Our Vice President Technical has done a wonderful 
job of bringing quality instructors to compliment our technical program.  He is 
currently on leave (on vacation) so I forgive him for not having a report this month. 
 
We had a nice turn out at the March meeting and class on Chilled Water Piping 
Design and Engineering.  Over 55 members attended with some new faces in the 
crowd too.  We would like to see a few more of you there this month! 

 
Our next general meeting and class are on Tuesday, April 28, 1998 at the Plumbing and Heating 
Industry of Detroit.  The subject is on Fire Protection in Pain Spray Booths.  There are two instructors 
being considered presently and are working out their schedules to accommodate the Eastern 
Michigan ASPE.  The membership will be notified by fax when all of the details on the instructor are 
completed. 
 
Elections are next month (May) and the following members or current officers have placed their 
names in nomination for the respective office: 
 
  Esteban Cabello  President 
  Joe Hernandez  VP Technical 
  Eric Leuenberger  Treasurer 
  Scott Knight   VP Membership 
  John Mathews  VP Legislative 
  George Johnston  Corresp. Secretary 
  John Nussbaum  Admin. Secretary 
  Barry Pines   Contractor Liaison 
 
These are the people who are interested in the positions on the Board of Directors.  Should there be 
a member in good standing wishing to run for one of the above offices, contact Mr. Bob Fecso of 
Albert Kahn Associates for the placement of their name in nomination.  
 
Some three dozen people have taken the Certified Plumbing Engineering exam.  I hope they all kept 
their cool and did well.  It would be great if there were three dozen new Michigan CIPEs.  All of you 
were in my thoughts and wishing you good luck. 
 
Our raffle is still in progress.  And don’t forget the top prize is a trip for two to the ASPE national 
convention this fall in Indianapolis.  This tip comes courtesy of Knight-Rummel Sales.  The other 
prizes are a color TV, a camera and tickets to Pistons, Red Wings, and Vipers games.  They are a 
bargain at $2.00 each or three for $5.00. 
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Next month’s technical program will be on Tuesday, May 26.  It is the day immediately following the 
Memorial Day weekend.  The subject for discussion will be on Hydronics and Design. 
 
Joe Hernandez, CIPE  
President, Eastern Michigan Chapter ASPE   
 
 
Eastern Michigan Chapter, ASPE Night at the Races: 
And what a night it was! The weather may not have been the best but that didn’t stop over 100 horse-
betting experts from showing up. After a terrific buffet dinner, the races were on. Everyone seemed to 
have their own strategy for picking and choosing the winners from the ever popular ‘I like that horse’s 
name’ to the knowledgeable deciphering of the statistics. (Though it would have been nice if George 
Johnston’s table would have shared their strategy…) 
 
After the 5th race, the one sponsored by the ASPE, the Board of Directors braved the snow/sleet to 
congratulate the winner. Mark 
 
 Austin rode How Much For Cash to the victory line, followed by Night Time Lassie and Laughing 
Dee. 
 
 Big thanks to all the sponsors for a great night. Hope to see everyone out there again next year. 
Here are a few of the big winning smiles... 

 

 
 
ASSE Michigan Chapter Gala! by PHI / PHCCASM’s “Mary Chapman”: 
It’s not every day you see such a well- represented cross section of the Plumbing Industry in 
Southeast Michigan sitting down together in laughter and camaraderie but, that is just what took 
place on February 20th of this year. The Michigan Chapter of the American Society of Sanitary 
Engineering held their Annual Awards and Dinner Meeting at the Stephen- son Haus of Hazel Park 
with close to 100 in attendance. 
 
It was a night to recognize well-deserving individuals in the Industry, featuring the honored guests of 
the evening, Fred Taggart and his lovely wife of 53 years, June. Fred, who has many hats in his 
career, easily embodies the Plumbing Industry in one individual. It’s no wonder that so many 
disciplines of the Industry feel proud to proclaim him a member of their group.  
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He is a role model for all of us though his efforts to thoroughly understand his profession and the 
Industry in all aspects, by giving something back to make it better, and doing it with integrity and 
class. June was recognized with flowers to honor her many years of participation in the ASSE 
Women’s Auxiliary, which raises money for scholarship funds. Fred was a Journeyman with Local 98 
for many years, serving on the Apprentice Examining Board, the Finance Committee and as a long-
time Delegate to national UA conventions and meetings. Fred performed as master of ceremonies 
during the reception of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers 
at the Charter Dinner in 1976. He also served a term as the Region II Affiliate Representative for 
ASPE. Fred founded The Taggart Company in September of 1974. 
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Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: May 1998 
Tuesday, May 26, 1998 will be the last technical class for the 1997/98 season. It 
will also be my last day as President of the ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter.  On 
the day I will be turning over the Chapter Presidency to my good friend Esteban 
Cabello.  He did an excellent job as Vice President Technical for the past two 
years and I know his term as President will be just as fruitful.  He is a hard 
working guy.  But I’m not quite ready to leave ASPE altogether…I will be taking 
over the position of Vice President Technical, a position I held for three terms 
1993/94, 1994/95 and 1995/96.  This new term, 1998/99, however, will be my last 

year on the ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter Board.  So if anyone is interested in becoming more 
involved in ASPE, I will be happy to work with them this year to ‘show ‘em the ropes’.  
 
I was quite pleased on the way this year’s technical program was received.  It just keeps getting 
better every year.  We had some outstanding instruction on topics that seemed to have something for 
almost everyone.  I have to say I’ll be sorry to see it come to a close. 
 
Our technical session for May, which I will be presenting, will be an overview of Hydronics.  Hydronics 
is really to large of a topic to be covered thoroughly in one evening, so there are plans to present it in 
depth next year.  There will also be some great hydronics handouts that evening courtesy of the R.L. 
Deppmann Co. of Southfield.  Thank you, Mr. Simon Ren.  In my overview I will discuss the main 
function of a Hydronic system.  Next year will bring a method of, by means of example, the how to 
design a complete hydronic system.  We will also include a radiant floor as well as snow melting.  
Remember to make your reservations with Balfrey & Johnston. 
 
Reminder:  the raffle is in full swing and the tickets are starting to come in.  And the prizes just keep 
getting better and better.   
 
First prize is an all-expense paid trip for two to the National ASPE convention in Indianapolis, IN 
(Knight Sales, Inc.); second prize is a 19” color TV (Balfrey & Johnston, Inc.); third prize is a 35mm 
camera (Eastern Michigan Chapter); and fourth, fifth and sixth prizes are suite level tickets for two 
(including food and drink) to a Pistons, Red Wings or Viper game (Oakland Plumbing).  The tickets 
only cost $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00.  Not a bad deal! 
 
The elections for next year will be held at our May general membership meeting.  The following 
people have placed their names in nomination for the respective offices: 
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  Esteban Cabello  President 
  Joe Hernandez  Vice President Technical 
  John Mathews  Vice President Legislative 
  Scott Knight   Vice President Membership 

Eric Leuenberger  Treasurer 
  George Johnston  Corresponding Secretary 
  John Nussbaum  Administrative Secretary 
  Barry Pines   Contractor Liaison 
 
Thank you to all those who continue to serve the ASPE.  If there is a member wishing to serve on the 
Board of Directors for the Chapter please, by all means, put your name on the ballot.  This can be 
done by calling our past President, Mr. Bob Fesco, at Albert Kahn Associates. 
 
The Board of Directors is already starting to work on next year’s technical program.  We are planning 
on having a workshop to iron out the details sometime in June.  But before everything gets set in 
stone, we would like to share your thoughts or ideas.  E-mail us at info@aspeemc.org. 
May 26 will be the last time I see most of you for a while so have a great summer and be safe. 
 
Joe Hernandez, CIPE 
President, Eastern Michigan Chapter ASPE 
 
VP Tech Report: 
For the final meeting before summer recess the topic of the technical session will be on Hydronic. Joe 
Hernandez, CIPE will be the speaker. Mr. Hernandez is our current president and works at SSOE. He 
has over 20 years of experience in plumbing and piping systems for a variety of facilities. 
 
Jason Loverich (Lochinvar), Cynthia Lipchik (Grinnell) and Marc Fuller (Van Egmund Sales) will be 
our sponsors. 
 
In the next newsletter, you’ll be seeing my name under the president’s report. It was a great 
experience being the Vice President Technical these past two years and I look forward to working 
with all you in the upcoming year as the President. 
 
Esteban Cabello CIPE                                                                                                                                                                                
Vice President Technical 
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1998-2000 
Esteban Cabello, President  
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Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: Summer 1998 
The election for the 1998/99 Eastern Michigan ASPE Board of Directors was 
held at the May general membership meeting. And the results are in: 
 

Esteban Cabello  President 
Joe Hernandez  Vice President Technical 
John Matthews  Vice Presid ent Legislative 
Scott Knight   Vice President Membership 
Eric Leuenberger  Treasurer 
George Johnston  Corresponding Secretary  
John Nussbaum  Administrative Secretary 

 
They are all looking forward to the new year with new challenges. Each one will work hard to continue 
to make the Eastern Michigan Chapter one of the best. We wish their all the best in the upcoming 
year. 

 

 
The new Board of Directors. (Left to right) Esteban Cabello, Joe Hernandez,  

Eric Leuenberger, Scott Knight, George Johnston and John Nussbaum. 

 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE/CPD 
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President’s Report: September 1998 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter is once again gearing up for a new season, and 
as every year, our goal is to offer the highest quality program.  And after you 
review this year’s class schedule, I think you will agree we have an outstanding 
line up. There is a new Board of Directors and a few other new committee 
chairperson to introduce: 
 
 
Board of Directors: 
President   Esteban Cabello, CIPE 

VP Technical   Joe Hernandez, CIPE 
VP Legislative  John Matthews, PE, CIPE 
VP Membership  Scott Knight 
Treasurer   Eric Leuenberger 
Administrative Sect.  John Nussbaum, FASSEE 
Corresponding Sect. George Johnston 
 
Committee Chairpersons: 
Affiliate Liaison  Larry Keelan 
Contractor Liaison  Barry Pines, CIPE 
Education   Ron George, CIPE 
Hospitality   Cindy Lipchik/Marc Fuller 
Newsletter/Website  Joe Hernandez, CIPE 
Fund Raiser   Barry Pines, CIPE 
Night at the Races  Scott Knight 
Awards/Elections  Bob Fecso, CIPE 
 
All these people make our chapter the best in Region II, and with their efforts and yours, the 
members, it will continue to outpace the rest. Our technical program will be headed by our past 
President, Joe Hernandez, CIPE.  In his report he will give you all the particulars of another great 
schedule of Plumbing classes.  One thing we will mention is that the Director of the Michigan State 
Plumbing Board, Mr. Bob Konyndyk, will make a formal presentation to our chapter about the soon to 
be adopted new plumbing code. 
 
When you come to our meetings this fall, and for the rest of the year, a new Hospitality Team will be 
there to greet you.  Ms. Cindy Lipchik and Mr. Marc Fuller will be our new greeters.  I think they will 
make a great welcoming committee.  Please say ‘Hi’ when you see them.  Our many thanks go out to 
Mr. Alan Deal, PE, for his many years of untiring efforts in heading up the Hospitality Committee.  
Thanks again Alan! 
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If you have not already heard there are probably a few seats left for the Ron George Express to the 
ASPE National Convention.  It’s a great deal if you would like to spend a couple of days in 
Indianapolis.  See or call Ron for all the details.  We are in the process of taking our technical 
program to new heights by making it even more desirable to attend.  This past year it was announced 
that all CEUs and REUs were required maintain the Certification in Plumbing Engineering.  CEUs and 
REUs are also a requirement for Inspectors (plumbing).  Well, by attending our technical program at 
the Easter Michigan Chapter you will receive two (2) contact hours of credit towards CEU/REU.  The 
exact unit credit will be known very shortly as the State of Michigan Board of Labor will be reviewing 
our Technical Program.  We will keep you posted. 
 
We have a great chapter and the persons who run it make it that way, but we could always use help.  
Getting involved it is a great way to meet people and learn new skills. I’m looking forward to an 
excellent season. 
 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE/CPD 
 
VP Tech Report 
We are in the midst of our summer vacation and I’m pleased to announce that the Eastern Michigan 
Chapter is hard at work. We have come off our summer work session and a number of things have 
been resolved and only a few remain to be settled. The dates have been coordinated and are ready 
for publishing: (All Tuesdays). As soon as the meeting topics/instructors have been confirmed, it will 
be posted on our website. Watch for any further up- dates there. As you probably noticed the month 
of October is not being listed as a meeting month. Because the National ASPE convention is in the 
month of October we decided to differ to November. The topics for discussion are focused around 
Hotel plumbing systems. We are planning to feature not only the existing data books but also the 
latest ASPE publications. Our topics will be on Storm drainage, Domestic water sizing and 
distribution, Radiant snow melting, Fire protection, Fuel gas design, Drainage/venting and a complete 
review of the International Plumbing Code with the State amendments. 'There is something for 
everyone. You say why go back to the basics? Our plan was to cycle the program such that every 
four years the basic plumbing design would be revisited to give opportunity to the new engineers and 
designers to have the benefit of the program. Besides, it never hurts to review. 
 
On a more technical note, the International Plumbing Code is on the horizon here in Michigan and it 
will have lots of organized labor amendments. Exactly what that means is there will a lot of confusion 
with regards to this Model Code. We at the Eastern Michigan Chapter will be prepared to give voice 
and platform to help minimize the chaos by inviting the State Plumbing board to review and answer 
as many ‹questions as possible. Commitments are still forthcoming but as soon as they do we will get 
the news out indicating time and place.  It will be one of our plumbing classes. 
 
Congratulations go out to all the new CIPE holders. There has been a newly imposed CEU 
requirement to maintain the CIPE status. The Eastern Michigan Chapter classes will be able to give 
CEU credit for being in attendance. Our technical program will have a dual purpose; teaching and 
providing CEUs. Not bad! Remember our first class is on 4 Tuesday, September 29, 1998 at the PHI 
in Detroit on Eight Mile Rd., and our fabulous Caterer is scheduled to return with those great meals. 

 
Joe Hernandez, CIPE/CPD 
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President’s Report: November 1998 
When you receive this newsletter, your chapter’s delegates, including myself, 
will have just returned from ASPE’s National Convention in Indianapolis.  The 
purpose of the convention is to interact with the other 53 chapters that are 
located throughout the U.S. and improve each chapter’s functions. 
 
We looked at how other chapters retain membership, how they raise funds, how 
they handle monthly meetings, etc.  We, as delegates, are confident that by 
attending, we will improve our chapter in a number of areas.  However, I still 

need people like you to get involved and participate in what ASPE has to offer.  Please call me.  I’m 
sure we’ll both benefit.  
 
Turn to the VP Technical report for full details on the plumbing class.  We’re looking forward to this 
month’s presentation on Domestic Water Design with Simon Ren, PE. 
 
If you have any ideas or comments about the technical sessions, please contact or write me, I would 
greatly appreciate your input. Have a safe and happy Thanksgiving. 
 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE/CPD 
 
VP Tech Report 
As you are aware, the Eastern Michigan Chapter did not have a plumbing class last month in 
October. Society’s national convention was going on in Indiana right about the same time as our 
usually scheduled engineering/class, and most of your Board of Directors where there. But now we 
are back and completely energized. 
 
On Tuesday, November 10, we are prepared with another great presentation. Our piog1‘am will once 
again focus on the problems that arise in hotels, casinos and spoil type complexes, better known as 
sport complexes. We will look into the design of typical water distributions and resolve inadequate 
water pressure. You will be taken through the steps of sizing a water distribution and provided the 
analysis to adequately size the appropriate water pressure booster. Great stuff! 
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Our guest instructor for the evening will be Mr. Simon Ren, P.E. of the R.L. Deppmann Co., 
Southfield, MI. Simon’s experience takes him though all phases of the industry and is well qualified. 
he is a graduate engineer of Oakland University and is licensed in the State of Michigan as a 
Professional Engineer. We are fortunate to have such individuals as Simon to volunteer his time and 
knowledge. Thank you again Simon. 
 
Our December program will continue on the water side as we deal with domestic hot water design. 
We are very pleased and excited to welcome Mr. Joe Scott as our guest instructor twat evening. Joe 
is the author of the ASPE design book, Service Wafer Healing Handbook, is currently a number of the 
Society’s Board of Directors and also serves as the Chief Plumbing Engineer at his office of Phillips, 
Swager and Associates, Peoria, IL.  More great stuff! 
 
As with all of our classes, there will be a code discussion prior to the technical program with code 
specialist, Mr. Carl Schroeder FASSE of the ASSE. Bring your questions and sit back for the 
answers. This man knows the code! 
 
Joe Hernandez CIPE 
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President’s Report: December 1998 
With 1998 almost behind us, it’s natural to take some time to reflect back.  I’m 
happy to say that the Eastern Michigan Chapter has continued to experience a 
great level of success.  This success is largely due to many individuals that work 
thanklessly to keep it at the forefront.  Just recently, in Indianapolis, four 
delegates, Esteban Cabello, CIPE, Joe Hernandez, CIPE, Ron George, CIPE, 
and John Matthews, PE, CIPE represented the Chapter.  It was their job to 
attend to Society business and cast the ballot for the Chapter.  They were 
required to attend the many committee workshops and vote for the Society 

Board of Directors.  As one of the delegates, I’ll tell you it was three days of continuous meetings.  
(Like I don’t get enough meetings at my office!)  But I am proud to say that the Long Term Planning 
Committee spotlighted the Eastern Michigan Chapter as being the model for technical programs 
nationally and internationally.  Job well done! 
 
Our Newsletter was featured as one of the brightest and informative.  It was pointed out as an 
example of what members need as a source of Society/Chapter information.  Our website was also 
featured as a valuable source of information.  We were proud to say we have had many international 
inquires on our site.  Our fellow chapters were amazed. 
 
But in order to keep this chapter one of the finest in the entire ASPE, we need your help.  Trust me, it 
will not take up a lot of your time, and it’s a great way to get both local and national exposure.  Like to 
get involved?  Talk to one of the board members, it’s that simple. 
 
Upcoming dates to remember:  our traditional “Night at the Races” has been booked for March 19, 
1999.  We will be doing a mailer soon and the Fire Protection Clinic is scheduled for April 24, 1999.  
A good program to get a lot of the CEUs or REUs. 
 
Don’t forget our next meeting is December 15th on Service Water Heating Systems.  All the details 
are covered in the VP Tech report.  Make your reservations to George Johnston. 
 
Have a great Christmas and a wonderful New Year. 
 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE/CPD 
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President’s Report: January 1999 
As the chapter moves forward to 1999, I hope everyone had a safe and happy 
holiday break.  If you are not a member, or if you are thinking of dropping your 
membership, thank about the value that our chapter has to offer.  As a member 
in good standing, you can enjoy our monthly meetings with a warm meal and 
drink.  You can take advantage of a technical session that varies in topics from 
month to month.  Bust most of all, you can join a networking group that consists 
of over 150 people from all branches of the construction industry.  You ask why 
we do this.  Well, do you know everything there is to know about plumbing?  If 

you do, then you don’t need to join.  If you want to advance, learn, make new friends, meet experts, 
obtain the latest code changes, or just eat a good dinner, then come join our monthly meetings and 
see what you’re missing.  In order to make our chapter the best it can be, I need our suggestions, 
comments, and involvement.  Please fax me or email me.  Your comments will be appreciated.  As a 
reminder, see the VP Technical column for a preview of what’s coming. 
 
See you at the meeting! 
 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE/CPD 
 
Fire Protection Systems and Installation                                                                                              
Instructor: Sam Callan, Kevin Maugham and Alan Larson 
 
How a contractor takes a performance document and arrives at a design that will satisfy both 
specification and local and national codes. A discussion on field problems will be conducted. 
 
Sam Callan, President of Ann Arbor Fire Protection since 1983, has been active in the fire protection 
industry for many years. He is a board member for both the Society of Fire Protection Engineering 
and the Ann Arbor Board of Appeals. Alan Larson, National Technical Representative for The Viking 
Corporation, has 15 years-experience in plumbing and fire protection. Kevin Maughan is the Director 
of Technical Services at Central Sprinkler Co. Prior to that, he was a fire sprinkler designer for 13 
years. Kevin is a member of the National Fire Sprinkler Assoc. Engineering and Standards 
Committee, serving as an Alternate. Kevin has performed presentations across the country for 
various groups such as the Society of Fire Protection Engineers (SFPE), ASPE, Consulting 
Engineering Groups and Insurance Authorities. 

 
Sponsors: Van Egmond Sales and The Viking Corporation 
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President’s Report: February 1999 
I would like to than our VP Technical (Joe) for organizing a great program. 
Looking ahead to what’s coming, I’m sure you will find that there’s something 
new for everybody. February’s session will cover Fuel Gas Piping, March will be 
covered, Sanitary Drainage, April will cover the newly adopted plumbing code 
and May will cover Radiant Floor and Snow Melting Systems. 
 
For the April session, Bob Konyndyk will be the speaker. I He is the Director of 
the Michigan State Plumbing Board. As you can see, the Eastern Michigan 

Chapter is providing a well-rounded technical program. 
 
By the way, don’t forget our annual social event, Night at The Races. As always, it is scheduled in 
Windsor, on a Friday (March 12). This has always been an extremely lucky event for our members 
and guests - you don’t want to miss out on all the fun and luck!   
 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE/CPD 
 
Fuel Gas Piping                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Instructor: Joe Hernandez, CIPE 
A review of the “How we go about designing gas distribution systems” using a variety of gas 
pressures. Chapter 6, “Fuel Gas Piping” of the ASPE data booths will be used.   
 
Mr. Joe Hernandez currently is the manager of the Commercial/Retail Mechanical Engineering group 
at SSOE, Inc., Architects and Engineers in Troy, Michigan. He has been in the Architectural industry 
for over twenty-five years and his experience spans all facets of the A/E industry. He graduated from 
Wayne State University with a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering. Joe is a Charter Member of the 
Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE and is a past President of the Eastern Michigan Chapter.  
 
Highlights at the Races 
The annual ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter’s Night at the Races is coming up soon. And you don’t 
want to miss this big social event. Each of you should have received a mailing with details and an 
order form for the March 12 event. Windsor Raceway will be hosting the event again this year. 
Including This has always been enjoyable night out in the past years. The Raceway puts out a nice 
buffet of food and treats us well. 



141 | P a g e  

 
ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 1999 
It’s March and winter I still here!  But it doesn’t seem to have stopped the 
construction industry.  In case you haven’t noticed, there is a lot of construction 
in the Detroit area these days.  The metro airport is expanding, the casinos and 
temporary casinos are going up, Tiger Stadium and the Lion’s new home are 
beginning, Macomb, Livingston, and Oakland counties are building at the 
breakneck pace just to name a few. 
 
Our ASPE chapter is always involved in terms of trying to enlighten our 

members to new and improved ways of designing plumbing systems.  As an example, this month’s 
topic is the design of a sanitary drainage system using the Sovent method.  In April, a design review 
of radiant floor heating, which is a very popular and efficient way of heating a space, will be 
discussed.  We will wrap up the year by reviewing the changes involving the new state plumbing code 
that went into effect March 1.  In summary, I think there is something for everyone. See you at the 
next meeting! 
 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE/CPD 
 
Sanitary Drainage and “Sovent” Systems 
 
This program will bring the philosophy of a traditional drainage system using traditional materials. It 
will be presented towards a high rise type hotel, casino and sports complex. A nontraditional system 
of DWV will also be presented using “Sovent” system. Chapter 1 of the ASPE data book will be used 
along with handout material.   Bring your calculators.!  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Alan Thomas is the Midwest Representative of the Cast Iron Soil Pipe Institute and has served that 
region for almost five years. He has a B.S. Degree from Auburn University and a Master’s Degree 
from Birmingham Southern College. 
 
Jay Schultz has 21 years’ experience in the mechanical/construction/design industry. Prior to joining 
Conine Manufacturing, he was a Project Engineer for a major mechanical contractor on commercial, 
institutional and industrial projects. Jay has specialized in all technical aspects of Cast Iron Sovent for 
the last 13 years. He is uniquely qualified to assist with the design, installation, inspection and 
monitoring of Sovent projects. 

  



142 | P a g e  

 
ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: April 1999 
As April closes and May begins, it’s time to start thinking about the 1999/00 
Board of Directors election at the ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter.  In order to 
continue our chapter operations, we need your involvement.  Not all of the 
current board members will be returning, so we will need to fill some vacancies.  
If you’re not quite ready to hold an office, there are still many other ways to get 
involved – by helping with a one-time project, or an on-going one.  Either way, 
we’d love to have you join us.  As you know, your chapter Board of Officers can 
always improve, but we need your help.  We are always open for comments and 

suggestions, and better yet, anyone is welcome to attend our monthly board meetings which are held 
an hour before the monthly program meeting time. 
 
This month’s meeting is sure 
to be an educational one.  
The topic is radiant floor 
heating and snow melting 
systems.  This is another 
great opportunity for our 
members as two different 
perspectives on this topic will 
be presented – the traditional 
Hydronic and the electrical 
thermal resistance.  Once 
again, we strive to show new 
and varied ways of designing 
different systems.  We want 
members of the ASPE 
Eastern Michigan Chapter to 
be the best informed 
engineers/designers around. 
 
As a reminder, May’s meeting will be held at the Stephenson Haus.  The new state code will be 
discussed and Chapter elections will also take place.  May will be the last meeting of the year (‘til 
September), so I hope to see everyone there. 
 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE/CPD 
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President’s Report: May 1999 
May 25 is the last meeting for the Eastern Michigan Chapter before summer 
break.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank the many people who have 
made this past year a great year for your chapter. 
 
Special thanks go out to the following people:  Cindy Zatto and Marc Fuller for 
running the sign-in table, John Nussbaum for the use of PHI facility, Scott Knight 
for running the Night at the Races, Vicki Hernandez for the newsletter, all of the 
reps for supporting the many events, Ginny for the hot dinners, Ron George for 

heading up the convention trip, Joe Hernandez for this year’s Technical Program, George Johnston 
for faxes and newsletter mailing, and Eric Leuenberger for writing the checks. 
 
There are, of course, many others I would like to thank, so I thank everyone that has helped make 
this year a great year for the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE.  I encourage your continued 
support in ASPE and what it has to offer. See you at the meeting. 
 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE/CPD 
 
 
 

VP Legislative Report                                                                                                                                             
John Matthews PE, CIPE, ASSE 
 
In my last report, I mentioned how busy March was going to be. Well, it has been and 
I even forgot to include the State Plumbing Board meeting on the 30th. 
 
We should all be proud of our two representatives on the International Plumbing 
Code (IPC) Committee, Mr. Garry Singel and Mr. Carl Schroeder. Each acted and 
responded in a very professional manner, which is more than I can say of some of 

the other committee members 
There were 163 proposed changes to the IPC but, either prior to or during the hearing, 28 changes 
were withdrawn. Forty-one changes were approved as sub- mitted, 12 approved as amended, and 82 
were disapproved. Two of the committees' votes were over- turned by the floor and will be treated as 
challenges. Their outcome will be determined at the annual educational meeting later this year. 
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An attempt again was made to insert ASSE Standard 1050, Air Admittance Valves for Stack Venting, 
into the IPC. The proposed change was defeated. The National Soft Drink Association lost in their 
attempt to remove the requirement for backflow protection in the water service serving carbonated 
beverage dispensers. There were five proposed changes to paragraph 403.1 (Minimum Number of 
Plumbing Facilities), and all were disapproved. There were ten proposed changes to paragraph 403.2 
(Separate Facilities). Two were accepted as submitted, six were disapproved and two were 
withdrawn by their proponents. Needless to say, a great deal of time was spent on these two 
paragraphs. On Wednesday morning March 24th members of the Part 7 Rules Advisory Committee 
met with the national and state representatives from the soft drink industry  to discuss their proposed  
change to eliminate one of two backflow protection devices on carbonated beverage dispensing 
equipment The position of the soft drink industry has been, since 1995, that there has been very few 
recorded instances of poisoning due to the failure of the dual check valve devices. 
  
Members of the Rules Advisory Committee gave rebuttal testimony on why they felt the additional       
protection was still required. At the conclusion of the two and one half hour meeting, a motion was 
made by the Rules Advisory Committee to adVi5e the State Plumbing Board that they were opposed 
to any change in the current language in the 1997 IPC with respect to backflow prevention on 
carbonated beverage equipment. No date has been set for the open hearing on this vital issue. 
 
During the course of State Plumbing Board, the Board discussed the carbonated beverage issue, 
quite briefly, and individually indicated they agreed with the motion made by the Rules Advisory 
Committee. 
 
Six of our state senators have sponsored Senate Bill No. 463 which is intended to amend certain 
sections of 1972 PA 230, entitled "State Construction Act of 1972“. The intent of this bill is to establish 
one model code as the state code for all jurisdictions. Local jurisdictions could by ordinance enact 
local amendments to the state code much in the same manner as Part 7 Rules are enacted now. I will 
report further once I have had an opportunity to review the entire document. 

 
VP TECH REPORT                                                                                                                                                             
Joe Hernandez CIPE 
 
My tenure as a Board Member is ending in May and I am pleased to say that I 
have had the honor of being associated with this great group of engineers and 
designers for so long. I did undertake to present a technical program for next year 
and it was accepted. This program will parallel the CIPE exam, scheduled to be 
given on April 29, 2000. A copy of the proposed line up of classes is in this 
newsletter (pg. 8). A consistent attending of the plumbing classes will give you a 

solid knowledge of plumbing, so there should be no trouble in passing this exam. 
 
Since this is my last article as VP Technical, I have been reminiscing, not only of my involvement with 
the ASPE, but of this Chapter as a whole. Twenty-five years ago, a group of engineers got together 
and made a decision that there should be a chapter of ASPE to represent the plumbing engineering 
community here in Michigan. Their names can be found on the original Charter at the PHI in Detroit. I 
am proud to say that my name is on the Charter and it was a turning point in my life that has inspired 
me to become an engineer, along with my late grandfather. I at that time,  
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was studying to become an architect and had completed a Junior in College architectural degree with 
intensions of completing my study at U of D or LTU. I am pleased to say that I decided to finish my 
studies at Wane State University in Detroit with a degree in Engineering. 
 
In the past twenty-five years the Chapter has grown, but it has been in just the past five years that we 
have excelled in all areas of prominence. We have a technical program that has become the model 
for the entire Society. We were on the forefront of a Chapter web- site, preceded only by the Los 
Angeles Chapter. The Society Long Term Planning Committee continues to look to Eastern Michigan 
for future modeling. Our chapter has received for the last three years the "Chapter Merit Award" 
which is awarded to Chapters that grow in membership and demonstrate technical excellence by 
providing technical programs. Hey, that was easy! We just showed off the level of talent we have here 
in Eastern Michigan when it to engineers and designers. And putting mildly, you haven’t seen 
anything yet!  
 
On May 25th we are, once again, doing what we do best: providing the engineering community with 
the latest information it requires to it keep informed. The State of Michigan adopted the 1997 
International Plumbing code, which became effective on March 1st, and has published a set of 
amendments. The director of the Michigan State plumbing board, Mr. Bob Konyndyke has agreed to 
give a presentation on the new code for the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE. Mr. Konyndyke has 
been with the State of Michigan for many years. He is a registered Master Plumber and teaches 
classes for the State of Michigan. 
 
Our program will be at the Stephenson Haus this month. Directions and schedule of events is in this 
newsletter. (See inside.) 
 
Thank you all for allowing me to be a part of the Board for so many years, it has been a wonderful 
and rewarding experience. I suggest very strongly that you get involved because the benefits are too 
numerous to state. A teacher of mine once told me, " a man without goals is no longer alive”. The 
goals for this chapter go well into the 21st century-be part of it! 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: Summer 1999 
Summer is a busy time in the year for your ASPE board members. Your board 
members are involved with a number of tasks that must be completed to insure 
a smooth ride into our new year's program. Speakers must be retained, 
sponsors   must be secured, events must be planned and the list goes on. 
 
We believe that we had a very successful past year and we are looking forward 
to the new year. The CIPE exam will be available for those interested. The 
ASPE Symposium will also be held this year. The symposium is a two-day 

technical seminar extravaganza, which covers almost every plumbing topic that faces our plumbing 
designers and specification writers today. 
 
Even though our board is actively involved in Society Committees, we would like to take part in 
editing and developing an ASPE data book chapter. This is a daunting task but the rewards can be 
worth- while. Again, anyone interested should contact any board member. 
 
I would like to welcome Bob Fecso back to the Board  of Directors as the VP Technical this year. Bob 
has been very active in the Eastern Michigan Chapter for quite a few years including past President 
and past VP Legislative. His knowledge and experience is greatly welcomed. In all, this upcoming 
year promises to be an exciting year for all of us and I look forward to bringing out the best that ASPE 
has to offer. 
 
I attended the annual Region II President's Meeting June 12 in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The 
purpose of the meeting is twofold. One, our chapter is required to submit a completed annual report 
summarizing our chapter's events and status and two, the meeting serves as a forum for chapter 
discussion (with the other 9 chapters in our region). It is interesting to note what other chapters are 
doing and how they are handling the same problems/tasks that our chapter has. I have gained 
valuable insight and that will make our chapter stronger. 
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Region II President’s Meeting participants.‘ (left to right) Ed Liggett, Region II Chairman, E"steban Cabello, Region II Educational 

Committee Chairman and Eastern Michigan Chapter President, Gary Taggart, Region II Affiliate Liaison Chairman and Frank Tebagy, 
Society Vice President Education. 

 
I submitted our completed annual report which will be approved (baring no problems!) in September 
at the Symposium. Gary Taggart, Region II Affiliate Liaison I submitted our completed annual report 
which will be approved (baring no problems!) in September at the Symposium. Gary Taggart, Region 
II Affiliate Liaison Chairman, also attended the meeting and reported on the    status   of   the   
Affiliate Members (rep’s and suppliers). Ed Ligget was elected Region II Chairman for the fourth and 
last two year term. As I also hold the position of region II Education Committee Chairman. 
 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE/CPD 
 
In My Situation 
by John Matthews  
 
After reading through the latest edition of the Cross Connection Control Manual, I was surprised to 
find the testing requirements for backflow protection devices less stringent than those requirements in 
the state plumbing code. 
 
According to the manual, RPZ's should be, not shall be, tested annually after installation testing. And, 
all testable devices, and this includes RPZ's, shall be tested at least every five years. It would seem 
to me that the DEQ should have utilized the various sections of ASSE Standard 5000 as the criteria 
for testing and the ASSE Standard 5000 as the criteria for testing and the state plumbing code for the 
frequency. The question here is why aren't the requirements the same?  
 
Or is it because that's the way it has been before, so why change it? In my opinion, it's probably all 
three, and each is a poor excuse where public health and welfare are endangered. 

 
 

Summer 1999 
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All eyes and ears were on 
Bob Konyndyk, Chief of 
the Michigan State 
Plumbing Division, during 
the May 25 meeting as he 
reviewed the new 
International Plumbing 
Code. The International 
Plumbing Code with the 
Department of Labor 
Amendments Part 7 was 
adopted in Michigan on 
March 1, 1999. He 
discussed the changes 
the IPC has brought and 
was able to answer many 
questions. 
 
 
 
Joe Hernandez, VP Technical, presented Mr. Konyndyk with a certificate of appreciation from the 
ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attending the meeting were: (left to right) Joe Hernandez, VP Technical, Bob Fecso, VP 
Technical elect and Larry Keelan, Affiliate Liaison. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: September 1999 
I would like to start out our new year by welcoming Robert Fecso as our new 
Vice President Technical.  Mr. Fecso currently works at Albert Kahn and 
Associates and has over twenty years of plumbing and piping design 
experience.  Previously, Mr. Fecso served as President of our chapter (1995-
1996).  The position of VP Technical is probably the most important office.  His 
responsibilities include procuring each month’s speaker(s), topic, and 
sponsor(s).  This is not an easy position.  I’m happy to report that he has 
completed all of his responsibilities before the first meeting date! 

 
This year for ASPE will be an exciting ear as the Technical Symposium comes to Philadelphia the 
end of October, the CIPE exam returns, and the return of the Eastern Michigan chapter’s monthly 
building design seminars. 
 
I’m also pleased to announce 
a new addition on our website.  
You can now link straight to 
many of our sponsor’s 
manufacturers.  This is under 
the ‘Sponsors’ page.  More 
and more, the ASPE Eastern 
Michigan Chapter’s website is 
becoming a gateway to the 
plumbing industry, 
manufacturers and products 
on the internet.  You can read 
more about the details on this 
under the ‘Website Update’ 
article in this month’s 
newsletter. 
 
I look forward to serving you 
as your president this year and I’ll see you at the PHI on September 28 

 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE/CPD 
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 In this first class, Mr. Hernandez will introduce the building that we will be designing throughout the 
1999-2000 session. He will cover the scope of work required for this building and set up a project job 
file.  The code, as it pertains to this building will be analyzed and dis- cussed. The architecture of the 
building will also be reviewed in order to accommodate the proposed plumbing design. The ASPE 
data books and code will be introduced at this class. 
 
Joe Hernandez is the manager of the Commercial/Retail Mechanical engineering group at SSOE, 
Inc., Architects and Engineers in Troy, Michigan. He has been in the Architectural industry for over 25 
years and his experience spans all facets of the A/E industry. He graduated from Wayne State 
University with a Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering. Joe is a Charter Member of the Eastern 
Michigan Chapter of ASPE and is also a past President and past Vice President Technical of the 
Chapter. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: October 1999 
Our first meeting of the new year brought together many new and familiar faces, 
sixty to be exact.  It was a good meeting to kick off the year. 
  
Thanks to our sponsors for the informative displays and to the speaker, Joe 
Hernandez, for his presentation.  The meeting also recognized the following 
people for their membership anniversaries: 
 
 

10 Year Members   20 Year Members 
Andrew Calcaterra, CIPE  Ron George, CIPE 
Cynthia Zatto    Tim Gorron 
Vincenzo Melonio   Ed Hawley, CIPE 
Paul Prentice     Bruce Martin 
Glen Smith 
Darrell Underwood 
 
There is still time to register for the Technical Symposium which will be held on October 29-31 in 
Philadelphia, PA.  Contact the society office for more information.  As a reminder, our technical 
program is designed to help people in preparing for the CIPE examination which will be held in April 
2000.  This is an excellent opportunity to advance oneself in plumbing design and general 
knowledge.  Typically, in the past, plumbing design was done by HVAC designers that had little or no 
training in plumbing technology.  However, with the advancement in medicine, research, and 
construction costs in general, more and more A/E firms (and design build firms!) are demanding 
designers that have the skills and knowledge to plumb up these complex systems of today.  So, what 
are you waiting for, come and take advantage of what ASPE has to offer. 
 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE/CPD 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: November 1999 
There were sixty-five people in attendance at our last meeting and I’m sure 
everybody enjoyed Mr. Higgins’ presentation on sanitary design.  This month’s 
speaker will feature Ron George from SHG Inc. as he presents Storm Drain and 
Overflow Drain System Design. (Maybe we will get a peek at the new Lion’s 
Stadium design!) 
 
Our Vice President Technical, Bob Fecso, and I recently attended the ASPE 
Technical Symposium in Philadelphia.  The symposium consisted of a number of 

plumbing design seminars that were very informative.  In addition, a report from the Society Board of 
Directors was presented that introduced a change in the CIPE designation.  You will find a full 
explanation of this change in my article on page 6-7 of this newsletter.  Any comments are welcomed 
and may be addressed at Society’s website at www.aspe.org. 
 
Over four hundred people attended the symposium, including six from the Eastern Michigan Chapter.  
I even met a person from Mexico.  That shows the ASPE is truly reaching out to the world and 
impacting plumbing design.  It is striving to educate people in plumbing design and technology, and 
that is why we should continue to support ASPE. 
Here’s wishing everyone a great Thanksgiving 
 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE/CPD 
 
VP Legislative Report:  
John Matthews, PE, CIPE, FASSE 
 
I learned a long time ago that when you make a mistake, you are wrong not to admit it. I made a 
mistake. I admit it, now to correct it. 
 
In my last legislative report, I wrote that a bill had been introduced in the State Senate to amend 
several sections of the State Plumbing Law. Here is where I erred. The bill, Senate Bill No. 463, is a 
bill to amend sever- al sections of 1972 Public Act 230 entitled, “State Construction Code Act of 
1972”, to add several sections, and to repeal acts and parts of acts. It should be remembered that 
this act applies to the building code, mechanical code, electrical code and the plumbing code. 
The bill did pass in the Senate 38 to 0 and not 398 to 0 as incorrectly reported. 
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I want to thank Bob Konyndyk for bringing this to my attention. It seems several people had called 
him and questioned what I had reported. I told Bob I would set the matter straight in my next 
legislative report. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: December 1999 
Happy December!  It’s the end of a long, but good year.  The Lions are in first 
place, the Wolverines and the Spartans are bowling, and life is good here in 
Detroit. 
 
There were sixty-two people that attended our November Technical Meeting.  
Once again, Ron George made roof drains interesting and his sneak peek 
preview of the new Lion’s Stadium (Ford Field) was education as well. 
 

I would like to thank our membership for continuing their strong attendance to our technical meetings.  
With this kind of involvement, our chapter is a success.  Our Board of Directors will continue to 
remain quality instructors, so that our meetings will continue to be the best in town.  If you have any 
comments or suggestions that you wish to express positive or negative, please feel free to email them 
to me at cabello@flash.net and I will answer them in a time manner. 
 
I wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season.  Take time to recharge your batteries, I believe 
that the coming year will be busier than this past year. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: January 2000 
I hope everyone had a safe holiday and the New Year brings happiness to 
everyone.  Our chapter is growing and attendance continues to remain strong.  
Attendance at our December meeting was fifty-two, which is by far one of the 
best attended meetings for December in quite some time.  Without fail, Julius 
Balanco gave us one of his signature classes.  It is a rare treat to have a 
speaker of Mr. Balanco’s caliber speak at our chapter.  My thanks go to John 
Nussbaum (Admin. Secretary) & Bob Fecso (VP Tech) for bringing him to 
Eastern Michigan to speak at our chapter meeting. 

 
For our January meeting, Alan Deal of Performance Engineering Group, will discuss domestic hot 
water design.  He is a long time ASPE supporter, a registered professional engineer, and a MSU 
graduate – go Spartans. 
 
This year our chapter will be hosting a variety of activities so stay tuned to the newsletter for more 
detailed information.  The CIPE exam is approaching, the review class for the CIPE exam is coming, 
the Night at the Races is just around the corner, and much more. 
 
As a Chapter, we must prepare for the future and so we need involvement from you, the chapter 
member.  Contact me if you would like to help and/or would like to know how to get involved with the 
chapter. 
 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE/CPD 
 
The Past / the Present / the Future 
On December 13, 2000, the Eastern Michigan Chapter, first known as the Michigan Chapter, will 
reach the milestone marking 25 years as a viable chapter of ASPE. 
 
During the fall 1975, after holding the required number of organizational meetings and obtaining the 
required number of signatures, the Interim Board of Directors under the leadership of Mr. George 
Williams applied for a charter. As soon as it was determined that all the paperwork was in order, the 
Society Board of Directors approved the application, and the chapter was formed. 
 
In order to make the formal presentation of the charter a memorable, yet a festlve dinner dance was 
planned and held at the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club. Mr. Don Sampler, the Society Third Vice  
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President and later Society President, presented the charter to Mr. Williams. Mr. Sampler followed the 
presentation by swearing in the Chapter’s first Board of Directors. 
 
The current President of the Eastern Michigan Chapter, Esteban Cabello, has asked Mr. John 
Matthews to head up an organizational committee to study ways to commemorate our being a 
chapter for 25 years. Mr. Matthews has asked Mr. George Sanctorum, life Member, and Mr. Larry 
Keelan, a longtime member, to assist him. Anyone interested in helping out in this effort w111 be 
greatly appreciated both now and later on. There has been no decision as to where this celebration 
will take place — maybe back where it all started. 
 
One of the evenings events will be recognizing the early Past Presidents for their efforts in holding 
the Chapter together during lean years and the later Presidents for the sustained efforts in making 
this Chapter as great and as strong as it is. 
 
As plans are developed, we will keep you all informed. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: February 2000 
There were seventy-five people that attended our January meeting, again 
another great turnout.  Our thanks to Alan Deal, PE, for an excellent 
presentation on domestic hot water sizing using ASHRAE, Michigan Department 
of Public Health, and ASPE methods – well done!  The handouts were especially 
useful. 
 
Our next meeting will cover commercial kitchen plumbing design and will be 
explained by Ron George, CIPE, from the Smith Group.  Ron has extensive 

experience in commercial kitchen plumbing design and is well versed in code issues pertaining to 
commercial kitchens. 
 
I would like to recognize an engineer who has served his community for over forty years and was 
recently commended for his outstanding service, none other than John Matthews, PE, CIPE, FASSE.  
He was awarded the John Matthews Award.  It is an annual award given by the Detroit Chapter of 
ASSE for the design profession who has demonstrated outstanding service in his field.  This award I 
named after John Matthews and we are all proud of him and thankful that he is on our Board of 
Directors as well. 
 
The CIPE review seminar is scheduled for Saturday, March 18, at the PHI building on 8 Mile.  Look 
out for an upcoming flyer for more information 
 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE/CPD 
 
Construction Code Commission Appointment 
Esteban Cabello, PE, CIPE, was recently appointed to the Construction Code Commission for the 
State of Michigan.  Tom Storey, Vice President of Plumbing and Heating Industry of Detroit, took time 
during the January ASPE meeting/class to announce this appointment. 
 
Esteban, who is currently the President of the ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter, is also an active 
member of ASHRE, ASSE, and ABPA and attends meetings of the Plumbing and Mechanical 
Bureaus of the Plumbing and Heating Industry of Detroit. 
 
Congratulations and good wishes to Esteban! 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 2000 
It looks as if winter is over and spring has finally arrived.  There were 55 people 
in attendance at our February technical session. Again, Ron George gave us an 
informative and entertaining class and our thanks for a well prepared technical 
session. 
 
Pat Higgins (from Maryland) will be our speaker in March. He spoke in October 
and is a very experienced plumbing professional. He has a monthly column in 
Plumbing Engineer as well. 

 
As everyone knows, our Annual ASPE Nite at the Races is on March 24 and I invite all of you to 
attend.   It is at the Windsor Raceway and everyone always has a good time. 
The CIPE review class will be on March 18, see the registration form for more details. March 24 is 
also the cutoff date to register for the CIPE examination. Contact the Society office for more details. 
 
Speaking of cutoff dates, I just filled out my CIPE recertification loin and I’m glad I did. The cutoff date 
to turn in your forms is April30, 2000. This recertification is required for all current CIPE holders. The 
form itself was sent out by Society to all CIPE holders some time ago. Contact the Society office for 
more details. If you are having trouble filling out the form, have no fear. We will hold a recertification 
information session at our next meeting on March 28. If you are having problems with filling out the 
forms, you should attend this session. Happy spring! 
 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE/CPD 
 
CIPE Review Class 
The ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter will be holding a review class for the upcoming CIPE 
Examination. In addition to attending the monthly meetings/ classes, this is an excellent opportunity to 
prepare for the exam. Esteban Cabello will be conducting this class. If you would like to attend, 
please fill out the registration form. The registration fee includes a continental breakfast and lunch. 
Each participant will receive a copy of the 2000 edition ASPE published review/study guide in 
addition to the supplemental course material. Questions?   
 
When: Saturday, March 18, 2000, 8:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.  
Where: PHI of Detroit W. 8 Mile Rd. Detroit, MI 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: April 2000 
Our March meeting was again well attended.  Fifty-five people showed up to 
enjoy another fine evening at the PHI Building.  Speaking of buildings, the ASPE 
Society offices are moving in May.  Their offices are currently in Thousand Oaks, 
California.  They will be relocating to Chicago, Illinois.  This will, of course, be a 
benefit for all of us Michigan members.  The close proximity will allow our 
chapter to perhaps gain more recognition as a chapter that has improved what 
ASPE is all about.  We should hopefully receive better service as well. Speaking 
of service, next time you grab a plate at the dinner line, say a little thank you to 

Ginney as her staff for the excellent meals.  I don’t think you can get a better deal from any other 
professional organization. 
 
As a reminder, all current holders of the CIPE must have their recertification applications completed 
and mailed by th e end of April to qualify for recertification.  The CIPE test is also scheduled this 
month and it looks like twelve people from our chapter will take it, good luck! 
 
On a final note, luck was not on my side in Windsor the other night.  Our annual Night at the Races 
was however a fun night and I hope everyone that attended had better luck than me! May the Easter 
Bunny leave lots of chocolates! 
 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE/CPD 

 

Night of the Races 
And what a night it was...the evening’s weather picture perfect, 
the food was great and the crowed was noisy! Over 100 people 
enjoyed watching and betting on the horses (some a few luckier 
than others). The sixth race was in honor of the ASPE Eastern 

Michigan Chapter. Messier came in first, with Kid Eau Bio and D Doc Holliday right behind to place 
and show. We would like to thank all of the sponsors who bought   tables for the evening: Knight 
Sales, R.L. Deppmann, Sales Service   Plus, Michigan Chapter ASSE, Pace Mechanical, V.E. Sales, 
Sellinger Associates, Lochinvar Corp., Burke Agency, J.F. Gain Co., Keelan & Associates, Balfrey & 
Johnston and Performance Engineering. And thanks also to all of those who came on an individual 
basis. We hope to see everyone next year! And a giant thanks to Scott Knight and company for 
putting the whole thing together. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: May 2000 
I apologize for not being present at the last meeting, I understand it was an 
excellent meeting and was well attended (fifty-five people to be exact). 
 
As you all know, our next meeting in May is our last meeting of the season.  With 
summer soon approaching, I’m sure everyone is looking forward to a much 
needed break.  The May meeting is also elections night.  Officer elections will be 
held, so I encourage everyone to attend and vote!  After the elections, our 
technical session will be on estimating, which has not been covered for some 

time now.  
 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter is currently planning a 25 year anniversary and we need your input.  
Please address any comments to Larry Keelan and/or John Matthews.  These gentlemen are chairing 
the committee that is organizing this gala event.  I look forward to may last meeting as President, 
hope to see everyone there. 
 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE/CPD 
 
Estimating:                                                                                                                                         
Instructors Barry Pines, CIPE, John Matthews, PE, CIPE 
 
Various methods of estimating material based on plans and specifications will be ASSE discussed. 
Specifications and how different materials can affect the estimate will also be discussed. This will be 
a ‘question and answer’ type presentation.  Bring your questions! 
 
Barry Pines is the chief estimator for Oakland Plumbing Co. and has over 30 years’ experience in the 
plumbing field. He is a master plumber and certified mechanical contractor. 
 
John Matthews, PE is currently the VP Legislative for the Eastern Michigan Chapter ASPE and is also 
very active in the Michigan Chapter ASSE. He served on the State of Michigan Part 7 Plumbing Rules 
Committee and has testified on various model code hearings. 
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2000-2001 
Ron George & Robert Fecso, President 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: Summer 2000 
Hello Everyone! I am honored to be serving as president one more time. This 
summer the chapter board got together at our summer planning meeting and 
determined several topics for this year's meetings. The past several years we 
have been discussing the design of basic plumbing systems, so this year the 
board decided to cover some of the topics we have not covered in several 
years. Look for some interesting topics this year. 
 
We also have a new board position this year. The office of Vice President 
Education was created to elevate the position of Education Chairman to a 
board level. Over the years, ASPE members have stated one of the main 
reasons for being a member of ASPE is for the Technical and Educational programs that are offered 
at the chapter and society level. Creating the VP Education Position assures we will have some good 
educational programs. Joe Hernandez, our VP Education, is working on two education seminars for 
are year. One is on Fire Protection and the other will be on the new Michigan Plumbing Code. Stay 
tuned for more developments. 
 
We will announce our entire schedule in the September newsletter. Just remember our meetings are 
the fourth Tuesday of every month except November & December when we will avoid the holidays. 
We are still looking for a couple of people to serve as committee chairpersons.  
 
The new plumbing law for the State of Michigan has been drafted and it has been approximately 50 
years since the last time it was changed. I have a copy on the way for review but I have not seen it 
yet. Now is the time for ASPE and all plumbing designers to voice the need for a practicing plumbing 
designer or engineer to serve ‘on the State Plumbing Board. The Michigan Plumbing Law addresses 
the make-up of the plumbing-board among other things and the plumbing engineering community is 
not represented on the committee. There has been an engineer from the Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ), but they will be the first to tell you they are not practicing plumbing 
designers or design engineers. We ask that you con- tact your local representative and also find out 
when the hearings are and attend them. Please urge them to include a design professional with at 
least  15 years design experience with a PE License or a Certification in Plumbing Engineering 
(CIPE) from the American Society of Plumbing Engineers. We would be happy to provide them with a 
list of qualified plumbing design professionals. 

 
Last but not least we will be organizing a trip to the ASPE Convention at the Opryland Hotel & 
Convention Center in Nashville, TN. Most of you should have received a brochure outlining the  
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Summer 2000 
 
convention and the many education programs. If you did not receive it call ASPE's Society office and 
have them send you a brochure. The Eastern Michigan Chapter and local manufacturer's 
representatives will offer assistance to engineers and design professionals. That would like to attend. 
ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter will help with airfare and one night of lodging, attendees must show 
proof of registration for the convention and stay one additional night at the hotel.  
 
We ask one additional thing of the attendees. If you attend, we ask that you stop by the booths of the 
trip sponsors and thank them for something for your trip. You might even learn something while you 
are at their booth. Reservations will be on a first-come first-served basis for people that attend the 
September and October meetings. We will start a list for attendees and alternates, so please show up 
at the September meeting to sign up. Engineers living more than 40 miles from Detroit and are 
unable to attend chapter meetings are welcome to call me and register for the trip by phone. 
 
See you at the PHI Building the fourth Tuesday in September. 
 
Ron George, CIPE/CPD 

 

 

 

 
The election for the 2000-2001 Eastern Michigan ASPE Board of Directors was held at 
the May general membership meeting. And the results are in: 
 
Ron George   President                             
Joe Hernandez  Vice President Education                                                                                                                
Bob Fecso   Vice President Technical              
Jill Dirkson   Treasurer                                                                                                                     
Esteban Cabello  Vice President Legislative           
John Nussbaum  Administrative Secretary                 
Scott Knight   Vice President Membership        
George Johnston  Corresponding Secretary 
 
We wish them all the best in the upcoming year.  
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: September 2000 
There are a lot of exciting things happening this upcoming year at the Eastern 
Michigan Chapter. Below is a brief report of what’s coming up. As always, 
watch our   news- letter and web site for more information. 
 
2000-2001 Technical Sessions                                                                                                                                                                                                             
The 2000 - 2001 technical sessions at our monthly meetings will continue with 
the informative concept we have had in the past. Beginning September 26, 
2000, we will start this year’s ASPE technical meetings with a session on 
Medical Gas Systems. Members of ASPE and ASSE will be able to eat dinner 
for free. Non-members will be charged ten dollars. If a non-member attends all 
of the technical sessions for the coming year, the Eastern Michigan Chapter 
will pay for their first year's dues. The hospitality chairpersons can check sign in sheets. 
 
25th Anniversary Meeting                                                                                                                                                                
This January we are planning a 25th anniversary Dinner meeting at the Grosse Point Yacht club. The 
Grosse Point Yacht club is where we held our first meeting. John Matthews, Larry Keelan, Jill 
Dirksen, Joe Hernandez, Esteban Cabello, John Nussbaum and many others are working to m Are 
this meeting a success. Watch the newsletter for details about the upcoming 25th anniversary dinner 
meeting. 
 
ASPE Convention the ASPE Convention is coming up soon. The convention will be October 29, 
through November 1, 2000 in Nashville Tennessee. ASPE members should have received a 
convention brochure with all of the convention registration information on the convention. Check out 
the ASPE Web site at www.aspe.org or call the society office at: 773-693-2773. 
 
ASPE Convention Trip                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
The Manufacturers reps from the ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter are sponsoring a program to send 
engineers to the ASPE Convention. A sign-up list will be at the September meeting. If you are 
interested in attending, come to the meeting and sign up for a chance to attend. The trip will be 
limited to the first 26 qualified people to respond. If you do not live near our meeting location, you 
may call me, Ron George, to sign up for the trip. 
 
Ron George, CIPE/CPD 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: October 2000 
Last month we learned of the many problems and dangers associated with the 
complexity of medical gas systems and why there should be third party 
certification of medical gas systems. This month our meeting will be on Pure 
Water Systems design. Please refer to the meeting notice elsewhere in this 
newsletter. 
 
We are still looking for a member to serve as our Chapter Video Tech 
chairman. We have over 80 Technical Videos from previous years and we 
would like to videotape the current programs so members can check out and 
view the tapes in the future. Please call me if you would like to serve on this 
committee. 
 
25th anniversary dinner meeting tickets should be on sale at this month's meeting. See one of the 
Board members if you are interested in tickets or call Jill Dirksen. 
 
Ron George, CIPE/CPD 
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ASPE Meets in Nashville, TN 
 

By: John Nussbaum, IPP.FASSE 
 
The American Society of Plumbing Engineers held its convention and exposition in Nashville, 
Tennessee October 28 through November 1, 2000. 
 
Michigan was well represented by Plumbing Engineers, contractor representatives and 
manufacturer’s representatives, whose generosity help get the engineering and contractor 
participants to the exposition. 
 
Manufacturers who were spotted at the exposition were too many to name.  A few were, R. Beck, B. 
Darkey, B. Bush, A. Deal, G. Grudiel, S. Knight, L. Keelan, J. Loverich, G. Johnston, D. Meek, J. 
McCoy, G. Taggart, D. Underwood, D. Watson, T. Zimmerman, K. Shoemaker, and I’m sure there 
were others there. 
 
From the Eastern Michigan Chapter of Plumbing Engineers and Contractors representation was very 
good.  I’ll name some that I ran into at committee meetings or at the many seminars presented.  R. 
George, R. Fecso, J. Dirksen, E. Cabello, D. Metz, G. Dobrowitski, P. Bladdick, J. Vlisidies, R. 
Henning, N. Nastalia, D. Newton, K. O’Reid, M. Podgorski, B. Polui, J. Szkeres, D. Brown, G. Karidis, 
K. Matsumoto, D. Thomas, D. Cryer.  Again, I am sure I did not catch all of our members in 
attendance.  The Western Michigan Chapter of ASPE also had a large number of attendees, 
Engineers, designers and contractors. 
 
The Business meetings were well attended and one of the highlights worth mentioning were the 
keynote address by Astronaut Jerry Linneger whose overview of his five months stay on the space 
station Mir and the preparation prior to it was interesting, informative and educational. 
 
The Eastern and Western Michigan Chapters were given awards both regionally and nationally 
earned for their outstanding performance over the past two years. 
 
Elections of National Officers to the Board of Directors were our own Ronald L. George, who was 
elected Vice President of Education.  My friend and constant consultant and guest speaker at 
Michigan Plumbing Industry functions, Julius Ballanco, was elected Vice President of Legislative, 
dealing with codes and standards.  Those of us who attend the IPC Hearings know Joe Scott.  He 
was elected Vice President Technical. Rounding out the society Board of Directors was Dave Chin 
President Brian Salisbury, Vice President Membership; and Larry Oliver, Secretary/Treasurer.  Ed 
Liggett remains the Region 2 Chairperson, until the regional meeting next spring.  Ron George is also 
the Director from Region 2. 
 
Other newsworthy items heard in Nashville were that the ICC Codes currently BOCA, ICBO and 
Southern have voted to consolidate into one body with one code hearing and one 
convention/conference.  This will happen in the next two years.  They also are looking toward 
becoming consensus based.  Estimated time frame mentioned was 3 to 5 years. 

 
ASPE Society Board of Directors, Okays moving into the standards writing process.  ASPE to write 
consensus standards for plumbing system’s starting with domestic hot water, they will be looking at 
becoming ANSI approved.  Julius Ballanco will be asking for committee members within the next 60-
90 days.  Engineers will make up 20% of the committees.  Meetings will be in Chicago at ASPE’s new 
office.  Those of you who have an interest in serving on one of the ASPE Plumbing Design Standards 
Committees can email Julius Ballanco or contact John Nussbaum at.  Other Plumbing Design 
Committee’s under consideration at this time are domestic cold water, grey water systems and 
venting. 
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ASPE Meets in Nashville, TN, continued… 
 
Four states are being targeted for legislation to allow CIPE/CIPD’s to be able to have their drawings 
sealed and accepted by governing states and municipalities.  At this time I cannot disclose the four 
states under consideration; however, I recently received a proposed draft being looked at for possible 
presentation to Indiana’s state legislators.  This may be the beginning of things to come, which I have 
been predicting for the past several years. It isn’t if it will happen, it is a matter of when it will happen 
and of recognition and acceptance. 
 
ASPE provided a large number of seminars at the convention.  From small business practices to 
advanced technical seminars dealing with plumbing, acoustics in plumbing systems, fire protection-
special hazards sprinkler systems, med gas for small facility applications, and seismic design 
requirements.  In the business side project/process management, moving from talk to action: creating 
teamwork at work.  These were just a sampling of seminars presented.  Many more dealt with the 
handling of people (management of employees) or human resources. 
 
A contractor CIPE from Grand Rapids, Michigan titled a seminar that drew a large crowd: 
Design/Engineers – Plumbing Contractor – Code Official.  This is under consideration for a 2001 
Plumbing Bureau meeting that will invite participation of the Code Officials Plumbing Design 
Professionals and contractors.  The speaker will be a CIPE from Grand Rapids, the Western 
Michigan Chapter of ASPE. 
 
In closing, I invite contractors, Master Plumbers and Journeymen who are today designing plumbing 
systems to join with design people from the A & E firms to join ASPE, further your education in that 
field, take the next CIPE exam in 2002 and get that certification.  You can only be grand fathered if 
you have it.  
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: November 2000 
As I write this column, I am preparing to depart for the ASPE Convention in 
Nashville, Tennessee. There will be a lot of ASPE business to discuss at the 
convention and I will report on the happenings in next month s newsletter. 
 
I was asked to be the speaker at the November meeting on the topics of piping 
insulation, and pipe supports. There is enough information on these two 
subjects to fill up a week long class, so I will do my best to present the 
important aspects of each subject. I recently gave some seminars on these 
subjects for the Alaskan Mechanical Contractors convention in Hawaii and 
received several compliments on the presentation from the contractors. So I 
hope it will suffice for ASPE 
 
For insulation, I'll cover Piping Insulation from the basics on thermal properties of insulation to the 
proper applications for the various insulation materials and coverings. We will learn what the values 
for "K", "C", "R" and "U" stand for. We'll discuss terminology and insulation accessories. 
 
For Pipe Supports, we will discuss the terminology, pipe support selection and applications and 
different types of hangers and Supports. We will also discuss pipe anchors and pipe guide placement 
in relation to pipeline expansion and contraction as outlined in the Manufacturers Standardization 
Society standards. A few months ago I mentioned the proposed revision to the State Plumbing Law. 
 
Over the past few years, there have been several attempts to amend Act 266, as amended, and 
known as the state plumbing law or state plumbing act. This effort is continuing today to the extent 
that a second draft of proposed amendments has already been writ- ten. Various industry groups 
have been contacted for comments on the draft and potential additional input. Thus far, any group 
representing the plumbing design professionals and their associates have been excluded 
 
The concern of the plumbing design professionals is over the make-up of the state plumbing board. 
As currently constituted, the board consists of two licensed plumbing contractors who hold a master's 
license, a licensed master plumber, a licensed journey plumber and a person representing the 
department of community health - one probably a civil engineer and the other a sanitarian. Even here 
the plumbing design professional has been excluded. 
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November 2000 
 
The plumbing design professional plays a vital role in the protection of the health and safety of the 
general public through their knowledge of materials and systems within the building envelope. Is it 
unreasonable to expect that they should have a voice on the state plumbing board? 
Ron George CIPE, 2000 November President’s Report Page 2 
 
One suggested way of including a plumbing design professional on the State Plumbing Board would 
be to substitute one of the members of the department of community health with a plumbing design 
profession- a1. The Contractors and Plumbers have indicated they would support this issue, but they 
will not fight our fight. Plumbing design professionals need to bring this issue to the table through 
NSPE, MSPE and ASPE. 
 
The Eastern Michigan and Western Michigan Chapters, American Society of Plumbing Engineers 
(ASPE) will be addressing this issue. We will make the Michigan society of Professional Engineers 
aware of this issue and hope their legislative people can help address this issue. We need your 
support in our efforts to amend this portion of the state plumbing act to include a plumbing design 
professional on the state plumbing board. 
 
Contact your state representatives and let them know you would like to see a plumbing design 
professional on the state plumbing board 
 
Ron George, CIPE/CPD 

 
 
 
 

This Month’s Class…                                                                                                                                                                                  
Ron George, CIPE 
Tuesday, November 14, 2000  
  
The different type of insulation, pipe supports, 
hangers and vibration isolators will be discussed as they relate to different piping systems and 
applications. 
 
Mr. Ron George, CIPE, works for the Smith Group in Detroit as a plumbing and fire protection 
systems designer. He has over 20 years of experience in plumbing design and writes a monthly 
column in Plumbing Engineer magazine. Ron is president of our chapter as well as past president 
and is also very active in ASPE on the Society level. He has taught many of our past classes. 
 
Sponsors: 
Sam Callan of Ann Arbor Fire Protection, Tom Osberger of TRO Sales Company 
Darnell Underwood of Underwood Fire Equipment 
 
Missing Sponsors                                                                                                                               
From Last Month’s Newsletter :                                                                                                                                                                 
Scott Knight of Knight Sales                                                                                                                                      
Kirby Meagher of Sales Service Plus                                                                                                                                      
Gary Taggart of the Taggart Co. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: December 2000 
As many of you may already know, I was elected to the society office of ASPE 
Vice President of Education. I will be stepping down as President of the 
Eastern Michigan Chapter to dedicate my efforts to the Society Education 
Programs. Mr. Robert Fecso, CIPE, our current Vice Resident Technical, will 
fulfi11 the tern as President of the Chapter. I know that all of you, as members 
of the Eastern Michigan Chapter, will support Bob in this transition. 
 
I would like to thank the Board of Directors for their support during my short 
time as chapter president, as I know they will continue to work with Bob to keep 
things running smoothly for the remainder of the year. 
 
I am still a proud member of the Eastern Michigan Chapter and will keep the Eastern Michigan 
Chapter to continue to be a Leader n Region 2 and in Society. 
 
Ron George, CIPE/CPD 

 
 
 
 
VP Tech Report: 
I would like to start off by announcing that I will be leaving my position as Vice President Technical 
and assuming the role as President of the Eastern Michigan Chapter. This is due to the recent 
election of Ron George to the society office of Vice President Education. I would like to congratulate 
Ron on being elected to this new position.  Ron has done a fine job as President of the Eastern 
Michigan Chapter, and I 1‹now that he will continue to help in any way he can. 
 
Our new Vice President Technical will be Mr. Doug Cryer of Sellinger Associates. I would like to take 
this time to formally welcome him to serve on the Eastern Michigan Board of Directors. I am very 
confident that Doug will do an excellent job and has my vote of confidence. 
 
Once again, I was very pleased with our last month's meeting. Attendance was good and Ron 
George gave an excellent presentation. I'm also glad to see more engineers attending along with 
other professions. The feedback from our attendees was very positive and lets us know what is 
desired and how we can put on quality technical classes. 
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December 2000 

 
December's class is coming up quickly. On December 12 we will be discussing the fundamentals of 
steam, steam trap operation, low-pressure trapping and steam piping practices with Mr. Gregory 
Merlo of Merlo Steam Equipment Co., Inc. Greg is the President of Merlo Steam Equipment Co., Inc. 
and attended both Lawrence Tech and Wayne State University. He has been in the steam system 
and optimization business for over 27 years. He is also the past president of the Detroit Chapter of 
ASHRAE. 
 
Bob Fecso, CIPE 

 
 
Contractor Liaison                                                                                                                                         
My role as chief estimator at Centerline Piping, Inc., I recently 
had an exchange with a customer that I think everyone would 
find interesting. 
 
We were in a conference to discuss our pricing on a large 
industrial project with a rather aggressive schedule and a large 
manpower requirement as well. I explained that Centerline 
Piping's proposal included overtime and that our schedule was 
based on working our crews ten hours per day, six days per 
week. The customer then questioned the need for our crews to 
work so much overtime. He suggested utilizing larger crews and 
working forty hours as an alternative. I then explained that there 
was no unemployment in the Detroit pipe trades and in fact both 
locals had travelers working as well. I went on to say that without 
working at least ten hours per day, five days per week that 
Centerline Piping would have trouble hiring enough tradesman to 
adequately man the job. 
 
The customer became somewhat indignant at this point and asked how many pipefitters and 
plumbers did Centerline Piping employ. I responded that at the present time we have well over one 
hundred journey Man working in the Detroit area. He then said you can’t get people on your payroll to 
work what- ever hours you deem necessary for a project? I went on to explain that the men were free 
to leave our employ at any time if there was another project that was working considerable overtime. 
In the end the customer understood our position on overtime, and we proceeded with our 
negotiations on the project. 
 
The point is that the pipe trades in Detroit have had full employment for a longer period of time than 
at any other time in my twenty seven-year career. The apprenticeship programs are aggressively 
recruiting new applicants but with a five-year apprenticeship program it will be sometime before these 
people are able to help with the current shortage of labor in the pipe trades. 
 
Engineers and architects need to take this situation in to account when budgeting new projects. It 
does not help to budget large projects to be built without including the overtime required to attract all 
trades in the numbers that will be required to meet the project schedule. The owners will ultimately be 
disappointed if the schedule cannot be maintained or that considerable additional funds need to be 
expended for overtime after the project budget has been established. 
 
George Dobrowitsky, OIPS 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: January 2001 
As many of you may already know our new VP Technical, Mr. Doug Cryer, is 
ready to go full speed ahead for 2001. I know that all of you, as members of our 
chapter will continue to support Doug in his position and I know will do an 
excellent job.  
 
As you already know December's class, due to the weather conditions, forced the 
cancellation of Steam and Condensate Piping. We have rescheduled Steam and 
Condensate Piping to be presented for our February 27th meeting. This month's 
topic will be on Compressed Air Systems and is described in the VP Technical 
report in this newsletter. We are also rescheduling the Vents and Venting 

Systems to be given on March 27th. Please bear with us for this rescheduling but we will get back on 
track and keep things running smoothly   
 
Now that the Holidays are behind us we have a New Year with many new things developing in which 
I will keep you posted as they happen. I look forward to my duties as President and will work to keep 
the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE a Leader in Region 2 and in Society. 
 
Robert S. Fecso CIPE 
 
This month’s Class… Tuesday January 23, 2001 
“Compressed Air Systems” Instructors, Richard Klug and Jim Taklington                                                                                                                                
 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter of the ASPE is pleased to bring Mr. Richard Klug and Mr. Jim 
Taklington from the Detroit Air Compressor Corporation, presenting Atlas Copco Air Compressors. 
Their program for the evening will cover the topic of Compressed Air System Design. 
 
They will give a lesson on how to design a complete compressed air system. Their lesson will follow 
both the ASPE Data Book Chapter on compressed air and a US Army design standard on 
Compressed Air. All aspects of a compressed air system will be discussed including distribution, 
pressure loss calculations, systems capacities and equipment selection. A bonus feature of their 
lesson will be a discussion on energy conservation and energy reclaim. Copies of the text material 
will be made available by request only. For copies of the text material, contact the Vice President 
Technical Doug Cryer. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: February 2001 
What a great turn out for the January class on compressed air systems - 
especially since December's technical class was cancelled due to the poor 
weather conditions. I want to thank everyone for being so understanding about  
that last minute cancellation. Hopefully the weather will hold out through the rest 
of our classes. 
 
But we are back on track once again and our new VP Technical, Mr. Doug Cryer, 
has things well under control with excellent programs lined up for the remainder 
of the year. Please plan on support1•sg your industry and gaining excellent 

knowledge by attending these classes and becoming a member of ASPE. As always, watch the 
newsletter and web site for more 
information. 
 
The 25th Anniversary Gala in January at the 
Grosse Pointe Yacht Club was a great 
success! On behalf of the Eastern Michigan 
Chapter of ASPE I sincerely extend a 
heartfelt thank you to all those who worked 
to put this event together and all the support 
from our sponsors, advertisers and the 
plumbing community who helped us mark 
this Silver Anniversary milestone. Check out 
the pictures in this month's newsletter. 
 
Our next event will be ASPE Night At The 
Races at Windsor Raceway set for March 
23rd. If you have ever attended this before, 
you know what a great time everyone has. Let down your hair, get a little loud and cheer on the 
ponies! There is an insert flyer in the newsletter this month with all the information. 
 
The Michigan Chapter of ASSE has its annual meeting this past Saturday, February 9. I am very 
proud to announce that our own VP Legislative, Esteban Cabello, was honored by receiving the John 
E. Matthews award.  Congratulations Esteban! 
 
Robert S. Fecso CIPE 
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February 2001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

John Matthews, Jill Dirksen, Joe Hernandez and Cindy Zatto 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Paul Sisvosky, ASPE Western Mich. Chapter President & Wife 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 2001 
There are a lot of exciting things happening this spring at the Eastern Michigan 
Chapter. Below is a brief report of what's coming up. As always, watch the 
newsletter and web site for more information. 
 
Let me begin with b Shying thanks for all the support we have been receiving and 
the hard work done by all members of our board of directors by making the 
Eastern Michigan Chapter to be the Leader in Region 2 and in Society. You can 
be part of our continued growth and success by becoming involved by joining 
ASPE. We are always looking for new faces and the benefits are many. The 

society disseminates technical data and information; sponsors activities that facilitate interaction with 
fellow professionals; through research and education will expand the base of knowledge of your 
plumbing- engineering. Our chapter produces a monthly newsletter; conducts monthly technical 
meetings; and provides opportunities for education, professional development and information 
sharing to help you stay abrea5t of current trends, code changes and technologies in the plumbing-
engineering profession. We also have elections upcoming in May and I encourage everyone to attend 
and vote or seek an office of choice. 
 
I would like to announce the that Mr. Scott Knight will be stepping down as Vice-President 
Membership and Mr. Ross Beck from Meek/Beck & Associates, Inc will become our new Vice-
President Membership. I would like to thank Scott Knight for a job well done and his continued 
involvement and support of our chapter. Scott, through the years has become one of our most valued 
supporters and will continue to be involved with our chapter in other capacities. I would also like to 
mention the addition of Mr. Tony Leochico of Albert Kahn Associates as our new Awards/Elections 
Committee Chairperson. I would like to congratulate both these individuals and how that all of you as 
members of Eastern Michigan Chapter will give them your continued support. Our Annual ASPE Nite 
at the Races is on March 23rd and I invite all of you to attend. It is at the Windsor Raceway, racing 
forms and dinner is included. If you have ever attended this before, you how what a great time 
everyone has. Spread the word and plan to attend this event. For ticket info contact any board 
member or Scott Knight. 

 
The remainder of our technical sessions will be excellent. Our next Technical meeting will be on 
Venting of Sanitary Systems and will feature a guest speaker from Boca. This is a very hot topic and 
class participation is anticipated to be heavy. Mark your calendar and please plan on attend.   
 
Please read our Vice-Present Technical report for further information and remaining technical 
sessions. 
 
Robert S. Fecso CIPE 
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Contractor Liaison: 
This month I wanted to tally about the complexities of the design build process as related to the 
plumbing code. 
 
Centerline Piping, Inc., the company that I world for, participated with a general contractor in 1998 on 
the estimate for a very large design build project in the Detroit area. 
 
In the estimate stage we calculated the approximate square footage of roof area did a preliminary 
design to help us with the estimate. At the time we consulted the 1996 edition of the BOCA plumbing 
code for our calculations. At this stage in the process we did not know if the roof design would include 
parapet walls. Our design did not include a secondary drainage system. 
 
When the engineers actually designed the roof drainage system it was designed as per the 
International Code with two complete drainage systems. One system to drain on grade and the 
second system was connected to the underground combined sewer. 
 
The problem was that the system as designed exceed- ed our original budget because it was 
basically two systems not the one we had originally envisioned. 
 
After researching the plumbing code we found no reference to secondary drainage requirements. 
Also, the city of Detroit has not yet adopted the International Plumbing code. After further research 
we discovered that the BOCA building code requires a form of secondary drainage whether it be 
additional roof sumps or scuppers installed in the parapet walls. We also dis- covered that the city of 
Detroit would allow the primary drainage system that is attached to the combined sewer to be 
oversized and then tie the secondary roof sumps into the primary system. One larger system would 
still be more economical to install then two complete separate systems. 
 
The other important fact is when the building permit was issued. The code that is in effect when the 
building permit is issued is the code the job will be inspect- ed under. In our case there was a building 
permit issued for foundations only and then another permit issued sometime later for the rest of the 
building. The code had not changed in between but if it had I’m sure it would have clouded the issues 
further. 
 
I also want to thank Ron George of the Smith Group and Carl Schroeder of the Plumbers Local 98 
Training Center for their help in preparing this article. 
 
George Dobrowitsky, OIPS 
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President’s Report: April 2001 
Our March meeting was extremely well attended with over ninety attendee s 
setting a record. Due to the high turn-out we could have been better prepared if in 
any of you would have confirmed your attendance. I do apologize for the late 
dinner and seating arrangements, but the class was well received, and the 
presentation was excellent. Ms. Lynne Simnick did an excellent presentation and 
was very impressed with the level of class participate on and interest. She has 
expressed great interest in giving future classes and we would definitely be 
delighted to have her back again. Our next class will be on Emergency Tempered 
Water Systems and Codes and should also be very informative. 

 
We will soon begin working on next year's technical program and are looking for your input as to 
topics and ideas. Your input is a valuable tool to help us present the best technical classes possible. 
Please contact our VP Technic at or any current chapter officer with your ideas. 
 
Speaking of attendees, we are reminding everyone that all members are free, including ASSE 
members, and all non- members will be charging $10.00 at the door. No exceptions will be allowed. 
Dinner is based on the number of people who plan on attending, so please confirm your attendance 
in advance. 
 
Don't forget our upcoming elections will be held in May. We are still accepting names of those who 
wish to run for positions on the ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter board of directors. If you are 
interested in running for an office, you- should contact any current board member of your intentions. 
Nominations will also be accepted from the floor at May's meeting. A final list of candidates will be 
published in May's newsletter. 
 
Legislative Report:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Esteban Cabello, P.E. VP Legislative 
 
One of the many duties of the Construction Code Commission involves approving plumbing products 
for use in the State of Michigan. The State Plumbing Board periodic ally reviews plumbing products 
for submission as acceptable devices for the State of Michigan. Based on the Plumbing Board's 
report, the Construction Code Commission then votes whether or not the product is approved. 
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During the most recent Commission meeting, Mr. Bob Konyndyk (Chief, Plumbing Division) presented 
two products for approval. The first product was the Rhino Wet Waste Interceptor. The product is 
designed to remove wet waste solids from sink wastewater discharges prior to connecting to a grease 
trap or interceptor. The Commission approved this product. The second product was the Perm-
Lateral Lining System. This product is a Cured in Place Pipe (CIPP) to repair existing sewer lines. 
The Commission also approved this product.  
 
two products for approval. The first product was the Rhino Wet Waste Interceptor. The product is 
designed to remove wet-waste solids from sink wastewater discharges prior to connecting to a grease 
trap or interceptor. The Commission approved this product. The second product was the Perm a -
Lateral Lining System. This product is a Cured in Place Pipe (CIPP) to repair existing sewer lines. 
The Commission also approved this product. 
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President’s Report: May 2001 
Well our year is winding down and so much has happened. It all started with Ron 
George being elected as Society Vice President Education. We are all proud of 
him. Bob Fecso then stepped up as the Chapter President, appointing Doug 
Cryer to the VP Tech position.  And now Ross Beck recently left the position of 
Awards/Elections chairperson to assume the role of VP Membership. 
 
We also had two very memorable events this year:  the 25th Silver Anniversary 
party (oh what a night to remember) and the annual Nite at the Races (I still have 
my clicker). The 25th Anniversary commit- tee absolutely did an outstanding job 

and Scott Knight (that party animal) made sure everyone had fun watching the ponies run. 
 
And now this past March, John Nussbaum, John Matthews and Ron George all went to Portland to 
assist in the Model Code hearings. We are very proud and honored to have such professionals 
representing the plumbing industry from our area. 
 
In short, it was a great year!  There are many more things to mention but I would run out of space.   
Sorry if I missed anyone. 
 
This month we will be l oolong at the forensics of plumbing systems. Our presenter really needs no 
write up, so all ow me to welcome back Julius Balanco, PE to the Eastern Michigan Chapter.  It 
should be noted that Mr. Balanco is now the Vice President Legislative of the American Society of 
Plumbing Engineers. 
 
The annual elections will be conducted at the May meeting. In this newsletter you will find a bio on 
the current slate of candidates. If you would still like to place your hat in the ring, so to speak, it is not 
too late. You can even be a write in for a position.   Get involved - it is your chapter. 
 
There will be a number of things happening in 2001/2002. Just to mention a few, the CIPE/CPD exam 
is in April 2002, the Region 2 Presidents meeting in June 2001 and the Technical Symposium will be 
this fall (November). Keep a keen eye for information on these events. There will also be a day and a 
half education at clinic on Legionella in July (see insert). 
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This summer, once the new Board of Directors is in place, the first act of duty will be to decide on the 
theme of classes for the 2001/2002 technical program. Rest assured we are planning a building to 
design. The systems we will be designing will be up to you, our chapter members. So, let us know 
what you want and if the demand is high enough it will be provided. 
 
I cannot stop telling you how exciting this past year has been and the prospects for the new year are 
even better.    
 
Robert S. Fecso CIPE 
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2001-2002 
Robert Fecso, President  
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President’s Report: June 2001 
As the 2000/2001 year comes to a close, I would like to take this opportunity to 
voice my appreciation to everyone who worked so hard to make this one of our 
most successful years ever. Are board members, new and old, for their support 
and dedication. It was a great year and I am very proud to have such 
professionals representing our industry. The Manufacturer’s Representatives for 
their valuable support given throughout the year. And last but not least, our 
membership for their continued support and involvement by promoting their 
industry and the plumbing profession through ASPE and the Eastern Michigan 
Chapter of ASPE. 

 
There will be a number of things happening in 2001/2002. Just to mention a few, the Region 2 
Presidents meeting in June, the Legionellae Seminar July 13 and 14, the Technical Symposium in 
November and the CIPE/CPD exam in April 2002. This summer we will also be deciding our theme 
and classes for the 2001/2002 technical programs. So, as you can see we will be very busy and the 
prospects for our chapter continue to grow and maintain our standing as being one of the best 
chapters in our society are greater than ever! 
 
I am looking forward with great enthusiasm as serving as your President once again for the 
2001/2002 season. Have a great summer and see you all in September. 
 
Election Results: The Election for the 2001 – 2002 Eastern Michigan ASPE Board was held at the 
May general membership meeting. And the results are in: 
 
Bob Fecso  President                                                                                                                                                                                             
Doug Cryer  Vice President Technical                                                                                                                                                     
Jill Dirksen  Vice President Legislative                                                                                                                                      
Ross Beck  Vice President Membership                                                                                                                         
Joe Hernandez Vice :President  Education                                                                                                                                          
Marc Fuller  Treasurer                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
John Nussbaum Administrative Secretary                                                                                                                                            
George Johnston Corresponding Secretary 
                                                                                                                                                                             
We wish them all the best in the upcoming year! 
Robert S. Fecso CIPE 
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President’s Report: September 2001 
Well, it's time again to begin a new season here at the Eastern Michigan chapter 
of ASPE. It gives me great pleasure to inform our member- ship that this year's 
technical programs are going to be excellent.  The topics were selected largely by 
the input of our members. This will be a great year, so mark your calendars and 
plan on attending our classes. As a grand opening, our first technical 
presentation will be on Codes and Standards with Mr. Bob Konyndyk, Chief of the 
Plumbing Division, State Michigan Doug Cryer, VP Technical, has all the details 
in his report. 
 

At this time, I would like to announce the departure of George Dobrowitsky as our Contactor Liaison. 
Due to George’s workload, he will be stepping down from this position. George did a great job and 
still will be active in our chapter. I would like to extend a big 'Thank You' to George for a job well 
done! Barry Pines, who has been so helpful- in other capacities, will assume the position of 
Contractor Liaison. 
 
There are a lot of exciting things this year at our chapter, so get involved, attend and start taking 
advantage of these excellent opportunities for learning plumbing engineering. Our chapter produces a 
monthly newsletter; conducts monthly technical meetings; and pro- vides opportunities for education, 
professional development and information sharing to help you stay abreast of current trends, code 
changes and technologies in the plumbing engineering profession. I encourage everyone to attend 
and reap the benefits of belonging to ASPE.     
              
Robert S. Fecso CIPE 
                    
Contractor Liaison                                                                                                                       Barry 
Pines, CIPE/CPD, Acting Contractor Liaison                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
Well it’s time for another year of ASPE meetings to begin. This year we are really starting out with a 
bang. 
 
As you all how (or should know) we just had a Code change. The State of Michigan has enacted a 
new set of   Codes based on the International Code Council set of National Codes. These Codes are 
to be enforced through-out the State without exception. 
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The 1st meeting will be held on October 2nd, 2001 at the Excalibur Conference Center in Southfield. 
The speaker for this meeting will be Bob Konyndyk from the Bureau of Construction Codes, Plumbing 
Division. Bob is the Chief of the Division and this class should be very informative. Every Master, 
Journey and Apprentice Plumber should attend.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                       
I would like to say thanks to George Dobrowitsky for his hard work as the Contractor Liaison. 
Unfortunately, George had to resign due to his workload. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone at the meeting.  
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President’s Report: October 2001 
There are a lot of exciting things happening at the Eastern Michigan chapter of A 
SPE.  Below is a brief report of up- coming events. As always, watch the news-
letter and web site for more information. 
 
Let me begin by reminding everyone to take advantage of the excel1ent technical 
program presented at each in month ' s meeting. Our VP Technical, Mr. Doug 
Cryer, has lined up excellent topics and speakers and has things well under 
control, so please follow his monthly report and plan on attending the line- up. I 
would also like to mention the much appreciated effort and support that our 

representatives' give each month. That is what makes these technical sessions possible. When 
attending these sessions please visit their tabletops and products di splay and introduce yourself and 
give a business card to them. 
 
The 200 1 ASPE Technical Symposium is to be held in St. Louis Missouri from November 1-4th, 
2001.The Symposium is the Continuing Education University for plumbing engineers, Designers and 
offers some of the finest technical and professional one, please ask any board in ember for 
assistance. (Boy, I can't help but mention at this time that your Eastern Michigan Chapter offers much 
of the same! ) Don't forget the CIPE/CPD exam in April 2002. Our chapter will be offering review 
classes to assist any — one interested in taking the exam. Stay tuned for exact dates. 
 
I would like to mention the departure of Tony Leochico as our Awards/Elections committee person. 
We have been very proud and honored to have Tony on our team and will miss his services greatly. 
Tony will be relocating in another (warmer) state. We wish him the best of luck in his relocation and 
future. 
 
There is every reason to get involved with your ASPE chapter - so attend and start building a 
professional bridge to your future!  See you there.   
            
Robert S. Fecso CIPE 
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President’s Report: November 2001 
Let me begin by mentioning that the Codes and Standards technic al session 
given by 1-1r. Konyndyk on October 2 was extremely well attended and a 
resounding success. Special thanks go out to the sponsors and to our members 
for making this the best attended session this year If you aren’t already an 
Eastern Michigan ASPE member, this is a good example of what we have to 
offer. Stay tuned and watch our newsletter for upcoming events and future 
technical sessions. 
 
This month's meeting on Medical Gases will be an interesting one. We have three 

speakers, each with a different perspective on the subject. Please plan on attending and just held at 
the Plumbing Local 98 Training Center. There is a map on pg. 3. 
 
The CIPE/CPD exam is set for April 2002. The Eastern Michigan chapter will be offering a review 
seminar in early March for anyone interested in taking the exam. Let us know if you are interested, so 
we can order enough review manuals for everyone. 
 
Our annual Night at the Races is coming up on Friday, March 25, 2002 at Northville Downs. It was 
decided to change locations this year to make travel a Iitt1 e easier. But we have been assured that 
the food and fun will be great! If you have never been to this event before, this is the year to give it a 
try. It is always a fun filled night and a good opportunity to meet others in the industry. Although I was 
not able to attend the recent 2001 ASPE Technical Symposium in St. Louis, Several of our members 
did. We’ll have an update on all the happenings in the next newsletter! 
 
The date for the January ASPE meeting has been changed from January 22 to January 29. This was 
done in order to coordinate meeting dates with the Detroit chapter of ASHRE. So pull your calendars 
out and mark it down. 
 
Want your ASPE membership card laminated? Bring it to the next meeting. VE Sales offered the use 
of their laminating machine. Thanks Tom! 
 
Until next Month,             
Robert S. Fecso CIPE 
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Codes and Standards Meeting a Success 
Douglas W. Cryer, CIPE/CPD VP Technical 
 
I am very pleased to report that our Codes and Standards, October 2, 2001 ASPE meeting at the 
Excalibur Banquet facility was a complete success. We welcomed almost 150 people including more 
than 20 Inspectors from around the metro Detroit area. I was overwhelmed by the interest in this 
event. I will continue to try and bring in professional speakers to address our chapter for future 
technical sessions. 
 
Our speaker for that evening, Mr. Robert Konyndyk, brought enthusiasm, experience, knowledge and 
a willingness to teach us how to read, understand and utilize the 2000 Michigan Plumbing Code to 
our benefit. 
 
The way Mr. Konyndyk spoke, diagrammed, illustrated, projected and controlled the audience was 
out standing. His understanding of the code and the small nuances that he imparted to us will allow 
me to be a better designer. Especially when it comes to venting and combination waste and vent 
systems. I now pay more attention to the sizing charts with regard to length and size, which could 
save the owner dollars in material costs, if the project is installed per my design documents. 
 
The time spent on the Michigan Residential Plumbing Code was important as well. I learned a few 
things in that portion of the evening also. Even though I do not design residential projects, those 
handout sheets with fill in the blank sentences were very useful and can be recalled for future 
reference. 
 
The dialogue between our speaker and the attendees prompted even more questions and additional 
comments from others. This was just the kind of involvement that I envisioned for this particular 
presentation. I do not think anyone was bored with the session. Indifferent, possibly I heard a few 
rumblings during the Residential portion of the Code Review, but over all the comments were very 
positive. 
 
I look forward to the rest of our 2001-2002 Technical season with all of the same energy that our 
Board of Directors used to facilitate this meeting. 
 

Mr. Konyndyk has been the plumbing division chief over thirteen years 
following several years as a state plumbing inspector in numerous areas 
of the state. Prior to his state service, he spent ten years in the western 
Michigan area owning and operating a plumbing contracting firm. Earlier 
years were spent in the various licensing stages working for contractors 
in both commercial and residential plumbing throughout Michigan. Bob 
initially began working at a young age in his father’s contracting firm with 
a four year term in the Air Force as a computer repairman. 
 

His major responsibilities as chief involve man aging the state plumbing licensing program with over 
18.000 licensees, oversight for the statewide plumbing inspection program, law and code 
development, product certificates of acceptance, and training. 
 
Bob has served on many code committees in the past with his most valued participation as BOCA 
representative for the three model code agencies in drafting the first International Plumbing Code.  
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He has enjoyed the opportunity to teach code classes in many New England states and Bermuda for 
BOCA. Additionally, he has participated in representing ICBO in western states, International code 
discussions and training in Colorado. 
 
Contractor Connection: Barry Pines CIPE/CPD                                                                                                                      
Acting Contractor Liaison   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
THE FOLLOWING ARTICLE IS MY OPINION ONLY AND NOT NECESSARILY SUPPORTED BY 
THE CHAPTER 
 
As I mentioned last time, I have a copy of "HOUSE BILL NO 4003", more commonly called the 
Plumbing Law It doesn't appear that very much has changed. The Plumbing Contractor issue is still 
there as well as Minor Repair 
 
Let's take things one at a time. First, Medical Gas has been added but, no license required for 
installation, only supervision by a Master Plumber (we all know how that works).  Next, Minor Repair 
is defined as a repair that involves only the clearance of stoppages, repair or replacement of a faucet, 
valve, reinstallation of that same plumbing fixture or domestic water treatment and filtering equipment 
provided that no modifications are made to the plumbing system. 
 
If! read this correctly, it would appear that anyone could install Medical Gas, Water Softeners and a 
Single Fixture'. Medical Gas and Water Softener two of the most dangerous installations in a 
plumbing system if not installed properly, and "no license required". 
 
There is more that needs to be addressed, but 111 save that for next time. In the meantime, if you 
have seen something that you don’t like, I can't urge you enough to contact your Legislators and 
voice your opinion. 
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President’s Report: December 2001 
There are a few dates coming up that you'11 want to remember. In early March 
2002 we will be offering a CIPE/CPD review seminar for those interested in 
taking the exam, which is scheduled for April 2002. And don't forget our fun filled 
night of ASPE Nite at the Races, which will be held on March 22, 2002. (Last 
month's newsletter incorrectly listed the date as March 25. The correct date is 
March 22.) Stayed tuned in for other dates to remember they are listed in our 
monthly newsletter. 
 
Our VP Technical, Mr. Doug Cryer has just finished his trip to the ASPE 

Technical Symposium in St. Louis. Sounds like he had a great time - take a look at his article on the 
Symposium. 
 
As we’re coming up on the half way mark of our technical sessions (time does fly...), I would like note 
the outstanding job that our VP Technical, Doug Cryer, has been doing. This is the second year Doug 
has been the VP Tech, and you can just see his enthusiasm continuing to grow. Let Doug know the 
fine job he is doing and if there are other subjects that would peak your interests. At this time I would 
like I also would like to give recognition to the remainder of the Board of Directors for their full sup- 
port and commitment for helping me do my job and in making our chapter, which I believe, to be the 
best in ASPE. Last but not least, I especially would like to recognize Ms. Vicki Hernandez for her fine 
job she does every month in producing our monthly newsletter. 
 
We are very fortunate to have people in the plumbing industry involved and participate in our chapter 
and offer a valuable resource network needed to make our organization what it is today. Need I say 
more? Get involved, come forth, and be part of the team and start building your professional future.   
          
Robert S. Fecso CIPE 
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President’s Report: January 2002 
Happy New Year! Our new year has started, and a lot of planning has begun for 
2002. Doug has lined up a wonderful second half of technical topics coupled with 
very knowledgeable instructors. He continues to me not only for our chapter but 
for other ASPE chapters as well. His article on Specifications was a featured 
column in the Southwestern Ohio chapter's newsletter last month. Well done 
Doug! 
 
We have a number of important events coming up in addition to our technical 
program. The CPD exam review course featuring Esteban Cabello, PE, CIPE as 

the instructor is set for March 30, with the actual CPD exam being in April. There is a registration form 
for the exam in this newsletter for your convenience. (The exam registration deadline is March 22, so 
don’t delay in getting that in!) All of the details and registration information for the review course will 
be in next month’s newsletter. 
 
Also, in March is the annual Eastern Michigan's Nite at the Races. Certainly, always a great time. The 
racetrack is in Northville so travel will be easier, and the cost will be about the same as last year. The 
committee chairperson, Scott Knight of Knight Sales, will be sending out information soon to all 
members and attendees from last year. 
 
Finally, Prof. Plumber will be outlining the content of the CPD exam in his column so spend a few 
minutes reading his notes, they could be enough to put you over the top and pass the exam. 
Have a fun and safe winter and remember the Eastern Michigan Chapter belongs to you so get 
involved.  See you at the PMC on the 29th. 
 
Robert S. Fecso CIPE 
 
 
 
Sympathies to Ed Liggett 
We are very sad to report that Irene Liggett, 
wife of former Region 2 Chairman, Ed 
Liggett, passed away on New Years Day. 
Irene had a brief bout of pancreatic cancer. 
Ed and Irene had 6 children.          
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President’s Report: February 2002 
Spring is just around the comer; before you know it March will be up on us 
because February just seems so short! Our new year has just started but there 
are still a few more excellent technical sessions remaining. Doug has lined up the 
remaining season with some great topics are very knowledgeable instructors so 
mark your calendars and plan to attend. 
 
We also have some important dates arid events that you won't want to miss! The 
Eastern Mr. Chapter will hold a review course for the upcoming CPD exam on 
March 30. (There is an insert with all the details arid registration form.) The 

instructor will be Esteban Cabello, PE, CIPE. Esteban has taught this class several times arid is 
experienced on what to expect on the exam. The actual CPD exam will be given on April 27,2002 
(the registration deadline is March, 22). For those of you wishing to take this exam, it is highly 
recommended that you attend this review course. 
 
Also, in March is the annual Eastern Michigan’s Night at the Races. This year we will be holding this 
event at Northville Downs. Travel will be much easier, and the cost is the same. Always a good night 
of fun arid enjoyment. Pease contact Mr. Scott Knight of Knight Sales. For your - tickets. 
 
The Eastern Michigan chapter will begin accepting nomination s for qualified individuals interested in 
running for any office on our board of Director’s. The elections are held in April, so i f you are 
interested, please contact any board member of your intents o us. We are always looking for new 
faces arid encourage involvement in the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE. 
 
Finally, don't forget the ASPE 2002 Convention and Engineered Plumbing Exposition October 26-
2002 in wonderful Fort Worth, Texas. 
 
Robert S. Fecso CIPE 
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President’s Report: March 2002 
On March 20th spring will officially arrive and two days later on March 22, the 
Eastern Michigan chapter will descend on Northville Downs for an evening of fun 
watching cotter racing at our annual Nite at the Races Then just six days later on 
the 26th of March is our class on Domestic Hot Water/Hot Water Return 
Systems, you can see, we have a full ticket of March dates. This will be our first 
trip to Northville Downs and we expect it to be a good one. Scott Knight of Knight 
Sales is the committee chairman again this year. Scott always puts together a 
great night out!  
 

We have one major change of dates to announce. The Review class for the CIPE/CPD as been 
changed  to Saturday, April 6, 2002. Please accept our apology for any inconvenience this may have 
caused. Our instructor was given an assignment taking him away on that date, thus the change. 
Make sure to mark your calendars. 
 
See you next month, 
Robert S. Fecso CIPE 
 
Legislative Report   
By Jill Dirksen    
                                                                                                                                                                                              
State Plumbing Board Meeting Update: At this time, I am unable to report anything for the plumbing 
board meeting. The minutes of the meeting are not yet approved. The next meeting of the State 
Plumbing Board will be March 26, 2002. 
 
The Bureau of Construction Codes publishes a quarterly bulletin for the information of 48,000 
plumbers, electricians, mechanical contractors, boiler and elevator licensees, plan reviewers, building 
officials, inspector registrants, manufactured home communities, installer/servicers, and retailers 
throughout the state. This bulletin may be accessed by request from the Bureau of Construction 
Codes. At this site, you will also find previous publications dating back to February 2000. In addition, 
Technical Bulletins and Interpretive Statements are issued to provide clarifications on issues that may 
arise. The question and answer section is intended to be for direction only. The answers to any 
questions are the interpretation of the Eastern Michigan ASPE chapter. We are not responsible for or 
the replacement of your own research of the codes and standards which may apply to the area where 
your design is located.  
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President’s Report: April 2002 
As many of you already know, the March meeting of the Eastern Michigan 
Chapter of ASPF was my last, as I have resigned as your President. I am moving 
on to a new career opportunity elsewhere, but I will surely miss what I  consider  
to  be  the best  chapter  in  all of ASPE. I have been active in all aspects of 
chapter business holding the office President several times, as well as VP 
Technical and VP Legislative, not to mention various committees through the last 
12 years. I have come to know many associates, made many friends and they 
will surely all be missed by me. Most of all, I am very proud and privileged to 
have received the support of the current and past board of directors in making 

our chapter what it is today. I will not mention any names for fear of missing someone but be assured 
those people know who they are. 
 
I have turned over the office of President to Joe Hernandez who will finish out the year as President. I 
know Joe will have the support of the Board of Directors and membership and will do a fantastic job 
as your President. 
 
I will keep in touch with all just to see how things are going and also probably will see many of you at 
the National Convention in Fort Worth Texas this fall. 
 
With that said, I extend a big 'Thank You' to all and wish the very best to everyone. See you in Texas. 
 
See you next month, 
Robert S. Fecso CIPE 
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2002-2003 
Joseph Hernandez, President  
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President’s Report: May 2002 
I can hardly believe that summer will soon be here and my favorite Saturday 
chore of grass mowing is fast becoming fact. So on with business. First, there is 
the important announcement that our May meeting has been changed to the 14th 
of this month. Speaker had a scheduling conflict so we decided to keep the quality 
of this presentation and rearrange our schedule. Please make note of that. The 
May board of directors meeting, for all those members who would like to attend, 
will also be on the 14th of May at the usual location, the boardroom of the PMC 
conference center on Eight Mile Rd. The meeting begins at 4:00 pm. 

 
This last class of the year will be on Swimming Pool Design. Mr. Doug Cryer, VP Tech, will give all 
the particulars in his report. This is one of those subjects that rarely is covered and when the time 
comes to do such a design a lot of head scratching goes on and a blank stare asking “Where do I 
begin?" We'll tell you where, just come to the general membership meeting. The chapter has 
scheduled a Basic Plumbing Class for June 22 this summer. A brochure with all the details will be 
available at the May general membership meeting. We are planning to have a series of these courses 
to continue with the training and education of our membership. A few proposed subjects are 
Compressed Air, Medical Gases, Advance Plumbing in High Rises and Site Utility Planning. 
Elections will be held at the May meeting. Several individuals have their names in for reelection or 
election. 

President                    Joe Hernandez, CIPE/CPD, SSOE Inc.                                                                                                                                        
VP Technical              Doug Cryer, CIPE/CPD Sellinger                                                                                                                                                      
VP Education              Esteban Cabello, PE CIPE/CPD                                                                                                                                               
VP Membership          Ross Beck, Meek/Beck Assoc.                                                                                                                                                           
VP Legislative             Jill Dirkson, Albert Kahn Associates                                                                                                                                                             
Corres. Sect.               George Johnston Balfrey & Johnston                                                                                                                             
Admin. Sect.               John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE, PMC 

 
These are the members and the offices they are seeking. If you would like to throw your name in the 
hat, so to speak, that's great. The board always welcomes all the help it can get. 
I hope that everything went well for those members and non- members who sat for the CPD exam. If 
you were successful, congratulations. If not, you have two years to study for the next exam - never 
give up 
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President’s Report: September 2002 
Welcome back arid let the good times roll. 
The Eastern Michigan has been busy all summer planning the 2 002/3 technical 
program arid what a program it will b e a topic borne out of the terrorist attack on 
the United States brought forth a serious quest on how safe is our drinking water? 
Our first technical session will address this very issue and a panel of specialists 
prepared to speak and answer questions on this subject. VP Tech, Doug Dryer, 
has The Detroit News arid the Michigan State Police coming, so be prepared to 
get your questions answered.  See Doug's report for all the details. On a 

groundbreaking alliance the Eastern Michigan ASPE chapter has joined with the Michigan ASHRAE 
chapter to tour the newest jewel of Detroit - Ford Field. This you know! is the new home of the Detroit 
Lions. I have seen the Lions play in their new digs and it is truly a site to behold - not the Lions, but 
the new stadium. Don't miss it! The proposed date for this is November 5. Bill Grayzar of ASPE is 
working on all of the arrangements. 
  
The Society's national convention is coming at the end of October arid will be held in Dallas, Texas. A 
group of delegates is traveling to represent the Eastern Michigan chapter arid several issues will be 
brought to the floor. For example, the amount we pay for dues and CEU requirements. If you have a 
question for the delegates to take with them, send an E-Mail to them. For all those traveling to the 
convention, a second chance test of the CPD exam will be given. 
We are always seeking ways of bringing in new members and have found (our greatest ambassadors 
are our old members.) So, the board has decided to give each current member in good standing a 
voucher to cover the cost of one general membership meeting dinner for a non- member. This 
voucher will be mailed out in several weeks so be watching for it. 
 
We have a terrific program coming up this year and one that will stimulate new and old 
engineers/beginners. Within weeks we will be the newest affiliate member of the Engineering Society 
of Detroit. The ESD has offered a variety of bonuses for the Eastern Michigan chapter to b e a 
member and the executives cut between the two organizations is incredible. That facility will be 
available to the EMC and will become an official test site for future CPD refresher courses and 
exams. 
 
And! I hope to see you at the September 24 meeting. 

 
Joe Hernandez CIPE 
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President’s Report: October 2002 
Fall null be coming in with a whirlwind here at the Eastern Michigan Chapter. 
We've got the regular October general meeting, then Society's convention and 
November 5 is the Ford Field tour. Society's convention will be at the end of this 
month in Texas. Four delegates and two alternates are prepared to represent our 
chapter with all the fire power necessary to bring prominence to the best chapter 
in the entire ASPE - the Eastern Michigan Chapter. These delegates will be 
reviewing and voting upon current by -law changes and electing new board 
members at the national level. 

 
The Ford Field tour is going to be a good one. This is the first time that we've teamed up with AS 
HRAE for an event. A flyer is enclosed foreign up. This is important to note because we will only be 
able to accept the first fi 0 people. This will be free to ASPE members (acurrent2002-03 membership 
card will be required) A and $4 0 for non-members. (Membership has its privileges.) The tour will last 
ah out one hour arid will be followed with a dinner. This event will be replacing the regular November 
meeting, but we felt this was such a good opportunity we didn't want to miss out on it. We will be back 
to our usual schedule in December. 
 
Guest vouchers are now "in the mail" for all members. These vouchers entitle a member to invite a 
guest to one of our general meetings arid technical sessions - on the house. This voucher has a 
value of $ l5 and is worth the dinner alone. Many members tell me the technical program is the icing 
on the cake because the dinners are so good. A sample copy of the voucher is in the newsletter.  
 
We will be having an auction at the next meeting to benefit the ASPE Research Foundation. Lots of 
good stuff will be going-shirts books mugs just to name a few The ASPE Research Foundation is an 
organization apart from Society dedicated to the development of Numbing Standards. Society does 
not contribute to its budget; it is independently funded by public grants and donations. 
 
We have a new committee person to help the VP Treasurer. Wes Patton is a Sr. Mechanical engineer 
with SSOE with over 19 years- experience. Make sure to say "hi" to Wes at the next meeting.   

                                                                                                      
 Joe Hernandez CIPE 
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President’s Report: November 2002 
I know it seems like you just put the last newsletter down arid, wow, here comes 
another one! With the Ford Field tour coming up on November 5, we wanted to 
make sure everyone had one last chance to get all the information to register for 
it. If you are planning on attending, you must fax in the registration form. The 
registration form is on the back of the flyer inserted in the newsletter. This is a 
change from our normal registration on our web site. You must fax in the 
registration form. The reg-istra6on form is on the back of the flyer inserted in the 
newsletter. This is a change from our normal registration on our web site. 

 
I would like to take this time to thank the efforts of Alan Deal of Performance Engineering and 
President of the Detroit- Chapter of ASHRAE for making it possible for this joint gathering of ASPE 
and ASHRAE. With Alan on the ASHRAE side and Bill Grayzar on the ASPE side I know this will be a 
great event. Both have been working very hard to make sure everything goes smoothly. I also want to 
thank John Richards of the Smith - Group for the technical presentation at the end of the tour. 
 
We have some more good things coming up. Our regular general membership meeting' class on 
December 10; the Fire Protection workshop is scheduled for February 15; and we are also working on 
another Basic Numbing Class. This one will probably be a two day class. The target date for this is 
late spring/early summer. A program brochure will be sent out for these classes. 
 
I was recently invited to attend a conference of the PIA of M (Plumbing Inspector Association of 
Michigan). It was great. I met a lot of nice people arid came away with a better understanding of the 
fine work and service the inspectors provide. Still, at the conference we all agreed we need to do a 
better job at understanding the co des. Venting was a main discussion. I think we will have an 
opportunity to work this out at the Basic Plumbing class in 2003. 
 
Jill Dirkson, VP Legislative, has also been busy. Jill always attends the State Plumbing Board monthly 
meetings in Lansing to get the latest updates. Arid speaking of the State Numbing Board, long time 
member, Emmitt Kelly is retiring after many years of service. We all wish him well. 
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Some of you should have already received your Guest Vouchers in the mail. If not, be expecting them 
soon. Remember that these vouchers allow an ASPE member to invite a guest along " free of charge" 
to one of the upcoming technical sessions (including dinner). However, you cannot use them for the 
November 5th Ford Field tour. 
 
We have something else for the ASPE members too! The Eastern Michigan chapter will be giving 
away a PDA (Palm Pilot) to one lucky member. The ground rules for selects on are simple: if you are 
an Eastern Michigan ASPE member and have attended at least six meetings during the 2002 -2003 
year, your name will be placed in a drawing to take place in May 2003. Good luck to everyone!  
                                                                                                    
 Joe Hernandez CIPE 
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President’s Report: December 2002 
Well the weather outside is frigid and still so delightful, oops, I got carried away 
sorry. The last meeting of the year 2002 is almost here. On December 10, we will 
be covering Snow Melting and Radiant Floor Design. Doug has lined up a great 
speaker. Good Stuff see Doug’s report. 
 
We are back safe and sound from the convention that was held in Dallas. It is 
always wonderful to see people from other states that are there together for a 
common cause - plumbing engineering. It was a lot of fun and at times tiring. One 

important thing that permeated the air was the new ASPE magazine. I have to tell you, I think it's 
great. From cover to cover the magazine brings a load of information and best of all it belongs to us, 
the ASPE. CPD   recertification is possible through the ASPE magazine after completing an exam on 
the specified subject and submitting it for review. There was a call for articles and comments, and it 
has been reassured that all submissions will be considered for publication. Doug has a full reporting 
of the convention and the make up the new board of Directors. There is a new sheriff in town, I mean 
president of the Society, is Mr. Larry Oliver. We wish him much success. 
 
Another issue rose to the surface during the delegate debate that needs to be mentioned is the 
membership dues. The increase was necessary this year and will most like stay the same rate next 
year. The Eastern Michigan Chapter proposed that before any future increases, it would be required 
to petition the general membership for approval. We lost, but still we needed to try. It's our job to be a 
voice of our members. 
 
Our Fire Protection workshop is scheduled for February l5 at the PMC. The format will have three 
sections covering information, design and application. The design portion will include hydraulic 
calculations and pump design just to name a few A brochure e will be mailed out soon to our entire 
south eastern community. 
 
Our Basic Numbing workshop is still in the developing stage. The plans will be finalized right after the 
holidays. I can tell you this much. It will be a two -day workshop divided between two consecutive 
Saturdays REUs and CEUs will be given to all those attending. 
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Last month we joined with ASHRAE to visit Ford Field. What a tour! Let me take this time to thank 
Alan Deal, PE, of Performance Engineering to make this memorable event possible. Ford Field is 
truly a gem of the city of Detroit and the standard setting for future facilities of the NFL. John  
Richards of the Smith Group was excellent in the presentation to the engineering community. The 
gathering was the "who's who" of engineers and that included the Toledo chapter of ASHRAE. Let's 
do it again and hopefully soon. If you would like to see Ford Field, I guess you just have to go to a 
Lion's game. (ouch!) 
 
The ASPE Research Foundation finally has a permanent home at the University of Texas A & M. The 
Research Foundation is independent and depends on donations for its budget, so funding is a real 
problem. A request for assistance in funding was heard at the convention. Therefore, with a solid 
program established, the Eastern Michigan Chapter fully supports the efforts of the RF and will do 
what it can to help this cause. We will be conducting an auction of items specifically for the RF. Items 
such as design wheels, golf shirts, ASPE ties and PDO’s personal digital organizers by Sharp) will be 
available for bidding on. Remember all proceeds will go directly to the RR. 
 
Lastly, the date and location for the Nite at the Races is March 2 l at the Northville Downs. There has 
been a slight increase in the cost to $27 person. Last year’s Nite at the Races was a huge success 
with all having a great time. Tickets will be available in January. 
 
Wishing you all a happy and safe Holiday Season and a Happy New Year! 
 
Joe Hernandez CIPE 
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President’s Report: January 2003 
I would like to wish everyone a Happy New Year to all and also the hope for a 
prosperous one from the Eastern Michigan Chapter. 
 
The first order of business is to announce that the date for this month's general 
membership meeting has been changed to February 4. Mr. Julius Ballanco, the 
scheduled speaker, needed to have this program postponed for one week due to 
personal reasons. Again, make note that the January meeting is moved one week 
to February 4. 

 
Our January (February) meeting will cover the code writing process and how to make amendments. 
Doug Cryer, VP Tech, will give all the details in his report. This will be a great program because the 
IPC commission is putting together plans for the review of the current code. They are actively seeking 
members for the panel of reviewers. Interested? Contact John Nussbaum. 
 
During the month of February, we here are keeping true to our reputation of being the Education 
Chapter of A SPE. February 15 is the Fire Protection Class. As usual, our members will receive a 
reduced registration fee. (It pays to be a member!) The cost for this seminar workshop is $75 dollars 
for members in good standing and $100 for non-members. The course will net 25 CEUs for 8 contact 
hours and 3 ASPE REUs applicable to the CPD recertification. It will cover all areas of fire protection 
and will have plenty of design material. The speaker for the major portion and the "hands on" design 
segment is Mr. Ernie Conkers, PE, of Albert Khan Associates of Detroit. Ernie has plenty of 
experience and is a nationally recognized expert by the National Fire Protection Association. He will 
indeed cover all the latest NFPA codes, i.e. 13, 99, etc. Bring your calculators and be ready to learn - 
this is a good one. A brochure is on the way, so keep an eye on your mailbox. The two -day "Basic 
Plumbing Class" featuring an Autocad files is in the works. 
 
We also love some good things to look forward to in March: spring, Nite at the Races and our general 
membership meeting. I know spring is always welcome, the meeting will be good, but the fun one is 
the Nite at the Races in Northville. The date is March 21, the cost is $27 per person, which includes 
dinner and a whole lot of fun. I can’t guarantee you’ll win on the trotters, but it sure is a great time. As 
always, one of the races will be dedicated to the Eastern Michigan Chapter. Our March meeting is at 
the fiasco Showrooms in Taylor with an art exhibit and showrooms tour.  
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This is a special one because you can bring your wives, husbands or significant others. There will 
more information on this gig in the February and March newsletter. 
 
Still trouble keeping those dates, appointments and phone number Well one special member will be 
the recipient of a Palm 105 for the best or perfect attendance. Make sure you sign in with our 
hospitality host, Cindy Zatto, at our general membership meetings. We do have another option open 
to all who attend the general membership meetings and would also like the opportunity to secure a 
personal organizer. We were lucky in Texas and received 4 PDOs through promotional programs 
from the Product show at the Convention. We will be auctioning off these PDOs along with other 
Chapter items to benefit the ASPE Research Foundation. Other items up for auction are golf shirts, 
data books, design guides and other stuff. Auctions are fun! 
 
Joe Hernandez CIPE 
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President’s Report: March 2003 
All I can say is WOW, February has come and gone and what a month it turned 
out to be. Starting with the Fire Protection class with Ernie Conkers, PE, and 
concluding with a five-hour session with a most dynamic speaker, Julius Ballanco, 
PE on design standards. A survey was taken at the Fire Protection class on 
member opinions on this type of class. The results will reflect improvements 
and/or changes in future classes. To those who were present, thank you for your 
attendance and feedback. 
 

I know it took several reschedules to bring Julius Ballanco in, but let me tell you what a night! Julius 
spelled out how the ASPE national is actively promoting to be a design standard association. He 
explained the roles that the different Associations play, sighting for example that the ASSE is a 
product quality standard writing body, but does not address the design in which it applies. This is 
where the A SPE is going to be a partnered with the International code writers and reviewing 
agencies to, through research and development, become a design standard writing association. If 
you would like to get involved with a design standard writing committee, contact Jill Dirksen, VP 
Legislative. She will be able to give you an application form to fill out and send to Julius. 
 
We also had a little auction that evening on several A SPE items. ID pleased to announce that we 
raised over $300 with all the proceeds going to the A SPE Research Foundation. We want to help in 
the effort in e stablishing the A SPE Research Foundation as the backbone of the design standard. 
Another auction is planned in May so save up those pennies - there are a lot of great items that will 
be going, going, gone. . . 
 
Now that we are back on track with our scheduled meetings, we have some great events planned for 
the month of March (March Madness!). And speaking of tracks, I want to let you know that the tickets 
for the Night at the Races are now available. The Night at the Races will be on March 2 l at the 
Northville Downs with one race dedicated to the Eastern Michigan Chapter. Now that's the right track! 
 
March will also bring us back to the fiasco Corporation and Showrooms. The Eastern Michigan 
Chapter has visited the fiasco Headquarter several times in the past and it has always been a very 
enjoyable evening. Every product that is produced and affiliated with Masco involving plumbing is on 
display in a functioning exhibit. There is also a tour of the fine art collection of the 
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Manoogian family. The featured speaker will be Mr. Peter Warshaw Pete is a contributing editor to the 
new A SPE Plumbing Systems and Design magazine and a whole lot of 
fun. The cost is $15 per person, which includes hors d'oeuvres, refreshments and dinner. Our 
Western Michigan cousins will also be in attendance - just a great time. 
 
So to recap, March 2 l is Night at the Races and March 25 is the Masco Tour and Chapter general 
meeting. Let me say on behalf of the Board we apologize for the way things went in 
January, but we felt that the program on Design Standard Writing was a very important program and 
had no idea we would experience this fragmentation of events. 
 
Remember to sign in on the record sheets with Cindy Zatto of VE Sales to be in competition for the 
Palm Pilot Ml05. One dedicated member will be notified by the board for perfect 
attendance and receive this Personal Digital Assistant (PDA). If you happen not to get a PDA, don't 
worry there will always be next year! 
 
 
Joe Hernandez CIPE 
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President’s Report: April 2003 
All I can say is WOW, February has come and gone and what a month it turned 
out to be. Starting with the Fire Protection class with Ernie Conkers, PE, and 
concluding with a five-hour session with a most dynamic speaker, Julius Ballanco, 
PE on design standards. A survey was taken at the Fire Protection class on 
member opinions on this type of class. The results will reflect improvements 
and/or changes in future classes. To those who were present, thank you for your 
attendance and feedback. 
 

I have two favorite times of the year, Spring and Fall. I absolutely love watching the cycle where the 
vibrant colors of fall eventually turn to the new growth of the budding trees and emerging flowers. The 
Eastern Michigan chapter is in somewhat of the same cycle right now - our year is winding down but 
preparing for new growth as we select a new slate of officers for the upcoming year. I have served 
this chapter and board in one way or another for the last 12 years. It has been the most rewarding 
time of my career as an engineer. The friend- ships that have been made are too numerous to 
mention, but well worth the personal sacrifice of time. 
 
Last month it occurred to me the true reason was behind the social programs that we sponsor 
fellowship. My wife, Vicki, and I were the guests of the Burke Agency at the Night of the Races in 
Northville last month. We sat with Brett Young and Tom Zimmerman of the Burke Agency. Personal 
conversation dominated the evening rather than the usual " office talk". Not only did we have a great 
time giving our money to the racecourse, but I now have a deeper understanding of the gentlemen 
who call on me at ray office during work time. This is what the Chapter fosters - relationships between 
the design engineer and manufacturers' representatives. There were over 80 race goers and a dozen 
or so firms represented. I'm sure they all had just as good as time as we did. Did everyone get out to 
Sales Service Plus for the pre -race gathering Kirby Meagher opened his office and warehouse for a 
quick tour, then on to the hors d'oeuvres. Absolutely a great time. And again, a fun and enjoyable way 
to mix business and pleasure and to build support in the engineering community. 
 
The conclusion to the month of March madness, (no ID not talking about NCAA basketball) was the 
MA SC O tour. Wow, what a night! Upon arrival, we were treated to a tour of the Manoogian art 
collection. I have been to some of the finest art institutes in the country, but just to see several 
original Remingtons in private setting was worth the cost of dinner, not to mention the rest of the 
Manoogian collection. Stunning, simply stunning. After dinner, our guest speaker was Peter  
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Warshaw, a past vice president of Delta Faucet and the current Industry Editor for the new ASPE 
Plumbing Systems and Design magazine. He gave a great oration on plumbing innovations. 
 
Over 60 guests attended, which included our Western Michigan Chapter. Paula Johnson, chapter 
president and a mechanical designer with Progressive Architects and Engineers in Grand Rapids, 
made it possible to bring east and west together. Again, the friendships are what it is about Our 
members and their members bring together one state, the great state of Michigan. 
 
The "behind the scenes" people were Brett Young, Burke Agency and Wes Patton, Sr. Engineer, of 
SSOE Inc. working as record keepers and facilitators. A hardy, "hats off' to them. 
 
At the next meeting, we will have a special presentation on Mechanical Room Design. Mr. Doug 
Cryer, CSI, CPD, VP Technical, will give the presentation on April 22 at the PMC in Detroit. Doug has 
had a recent medical condition, but he's now rested and ready to go. As always, please, send in your 
reservations through the web site at aspeemc.org, e-mail Doug. 
 
April showers bring May flowers, right? You bet, and May will also bring elections for the upcoming 
year If you would like to seek a board position, the time is now Just let one of the board members 
know of your intentions and you will be placed in nomination for that particular post. You're probably 
asking what do I get out of it? The answer is what I have been saying throughout this report, 
numerous friendships and a career enhancing experience that will last a lifetime. You can make a 
difference. Not only do you gain, but you also have the opportunity to give back and share with those 
just starting in the industry. 
 
II you know of someone having difficulty receiving our newsletter, send these corrections to George 
Johnston. If you know someone who would like to receive our newsletter, let George know this too! 
 
Joe Hernandez CIPE 
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President’s Report: May 2003 
My term as President of the Eastern Michigan Chapter is winding down and soon 
I'll be regular member, just as I started out some 25 plus years ago. But it will be 
with great pride to say that I'm a past president of the best chapter in the entire 
Society. To the successor (Doug Cryer) I wish only success and he best of luck. 
 
The slate of candidates for the upcoming year include some returning board 
members and as well as some new faces. Well, not new, but regular members 
wanting to make a difference. The Board of Director’s term is for one year, but the 

memories are for a lifetime. The following members and current board members placing their names 
in nomination for the respective office are: 
 
President    Doug Cryer, CSI, CPD 
Vice president Technical  Jill Dirksen 
Vice President Membership  Ross Beck 
Vice President Education  Bill Grayzar 
Vice President Legislative  Wes Patton 
Treasurer    Brett Young 
Corresponding Sec.   George Johnston 
Administrative Sec.   John Nussbaum 
 
On behalf of the members I thank you for your display of volunteerism and the desire to make a 
difference. 
 
In retrospect of the past year, I want to thank Bill Grayzar for all the work that went into our visit to 
Ford Field. This visit was a joint effort between ASPE and ASHRAE. Alan Deal (Performance 
Engineering) worked just as hard on the A SHRAE side to make sure that over 150 engineers and 
designers were able to experience the newest jewel of Detroit, and the soon to be standard for 
arenas in the NFL. What a night. 
 
After several postponements, we finally had an evening with Julius Ballanco and a provocative talk on 
the effort the Society is putting forth to become a recognized developer of Plumbing Design 
Standards for the country in the Plumbing Industry and more. 
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Other Handouts this past year were Wes Patton (SSOE Inc.) and Brett Young (Burke Agency) for 
taking the chapter to the MASCO Corporate office for an evening of fine art viewing and an 
enlightening discussion on the necessity for design standards from an old standard himself, Mr Peter 
Warshaw What an evening that was. Those Remingtons were magnificent - oh, and the Lady in 
Green Velvet. 
 
I would also like to take this time to bring to your attention one of the unique features of the Eastern 
Michigan Chapter. We have a membership base that spans the entire plumbing industry. Take a 
good look around you at the next meeting. 
 
You will see design professionals, contractors and manufacturer representatives. Open 
communication between all areas always equals a successful project. I believe that the Eastern 
Michigan Chapter does a great job in fostering that communication. For those of you who haven't 
been to many meetings, this is just another good reason to join us. 
 
Our final meeting for the year is on the Green Building Design and its growing acceptance. Doug has 
all the details in his report. Thank you, Doug, for all you've done this year. We’re glad you’re healthy 
again and ready to keep this chapter moving forward. I am confident the chapter will continue to grow 
under your leadership. 
 
Thank you to all. I'll see you at the meetings and will continue to be a voice for the Chapter and its 
members when necessary.  
 
This is not really good-bye - just make room for me in the audience. 
 
Joe Hernandez CIPE/CPD 
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2003-2004 
Douglas W. Cryer, President 
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President’s Report: Summer 2003 
Happy summer to all! I hope all of you are enjoying our beautiful Michigan 
weather and have found parties with family and friends to be plentiful. I have 
been to our Region 2 Presidents Meeting in Niagara Falls, NY in June. Here is an 
overview of a few topics that we discussed. 
 
The ASPE Data Book 4 will be mailed to members in mid- August. The ASPE 
Technical Symposium in San Antonio, Texas will be from October 3l to November 
2, 2003. The date for this event was not a topic for our discussion at this meeting. 

Someone already picked the days and we must live with the fact that it is over Halloween. However, 
one can always dress up in another state too. Nobody is supposed to know who you are array. Right? 
This Symposium will be the 40th Anniversary for ASPE. I hope all of you readers have received your 
Symposium mailing for hotel and registration for courses. The course selections range from Sprinkler 
Design to Green Buildings, Medical Gases (NFPA 99), Grey Water Systems, Domestic Hot Water 
Systems, and Storm Water Retention Systems to Special Waste as it pertains to medical facilities. 
There are many more classes to partake in and it will be well worth the money and time spent for your 
own personal growth, as well as, adding your increased competency to your engineering firm’s 
expertise in proper design of systems. I hope many of you will be in attendance. 
 
Another topic for our meeting was to determine where the CPD exams would be held in our Region 2 
area on Saturday, April 24. Two sites were selected and they are Columbus, OH and Rochester, NY. 
Do not worry about traveling to these sites. If our Chapter has at least 10 people, then we can 
designate a local site to hold the exam. I hope we have at least 10 people interested in taking the test 
in April so we can make arrangements for all of you here at home. I will elaborate more on this CPD 
exam as the year moves forward. 
 
Another item that mine up at the Presidents Meeting was to motivate engineers and designers to 
participate in the National Standard and Design Committees. Remember when Julius Ballanco mine 
into our building last season and spoke on the Design Standards Committee. These committees are 
meant to lend and share knowledge to add language or standards of practice for our plumbing 
industry to grow and help affect change. I would like to encourage any of you who would be 
interested in having some input into our profession contact me and I'll point you in the right direction. 

Thank you in advance. 
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Some Chapters in our Region had very good ideas to generate interest and money for their Chapter 
Treasury. For instance, a Golf Outing. It seems as though we are the only chapter in the United 
States that does not have a golf outing. Would any of you readers or members be interested in a golf 
day next yet Let me know Chapter raffles or silent auctions are part of a money-generating scheme. 
 
For your interest, The Eastern Michigan Chapter is going to have two silent auctions this year. The 
idea is that manufacturers will donate items for the home, such as lancets, sinks, garbage disposers 
or a showerhead. We will solicit any item that can be used in our homes and auction them off at our 
December and May meetings.  The silent auction will require the attendee to sign a sheet of paper for 
the listed minimum opening bid and others who want the mine item will keep upping the ante until the 
December meeting. Somebody will leave our meeting with a nice Christmas gift and help out the 
chapter treasury as well. The mine type auction, with different items will be held throughout the 
second half of the Technical season and will end in May with a BB Q and open mic night for all 
vendors. Please refer to my Technical Session Overview article on page 6 of the newsletter. 
 
Some chapters offer student scholarship s to local Universities and we will be implementing such a 
policy this year to try and bring in college student members and apprentice plumbers who might 
qualify for monies towards tuition or books. Our Board will be working out the details as we progress 
into the year. More information will follow and we will be looking to increase our attendance with the 
inclusion of any LTU , Wayne State, U of M or U of D student, who wishes to learn and be an active 
participant in our A SPE Chapter. 
 
Finally, for any of you looking to change employers or who may have recently lost their jobs, there will 
be an area on the National web site called Career Center which may be used for Resume' posting or 
companies looking for talented individuals to hire. 
 
I look forward to this new season of technical classes and I hope you will be too. 
 
Douglas W. Cryer, CSI CIPE/CPD 

 



216 | P a g e  

 
ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: September 2003 
May I welcome you all back from another summer. That's right it's fall, back to 
class, colorful leaves, football, hockey, basketball, then snow That's all I'll say 
about that topic, until I have to. 
 
A topic I must talk about is our 2003-2004 year of technical courses. We will be 
focused on a High Rise Hotel design, with all of the pieces and parts that make 
up construction documents. Bill Dirksen, our incoming Vice President Technical, 
is continuing to hone our course syllabus, as I write this article. Please read her 

Vice President Report for further details. 
 
Make sure to man your calendars for ALL of our classes this year!  We are aiming to get down to the 
calculations and applicable codes for all of our technical presentations, as well as, draw what we're 
talking about for each session. We expect another good mix of individuals for our classes, which will 
certainly bring many questions and comments on how or why our design is "as it is". 
 
In addition, Bill Grayzar, Vice President Education, is putting together our special Technical Sessions 
to review and cover, in a more in depth manner, the basics of why systems are designed the way 
they are and to refresh and enrich your mathematical  skills for taking the CPD Exam on April 24, 
2004. 
 
For your interest, the Eastern Michigan Chapter is going to have two silent auctions this year So far I 
have been given a Just Stainless Steel Kitchen Sink, Just Gooseneck Kitchen Faucet, Speakman 
Showerhead, and I expect more items for display and bidding, prior to our first meeting of the year, on 
September 23, 2003. 
 
May I take this opportunity to solicit any donated item for our homes from our manufacturer's 
representatives for the yearlong silent auction? The silent auction will require the technical meeting 
attendee to sign a sheet of paper for the listed minimum opening bid and others who want the same 
item will keep upping the ante until the December meeting. Somebody will leave the December 16, 
2003 meeting with a nice Christmas gift and help out the chapter treasury as well. The same type 
auction, with different items will be held through- out the second half of the technical season and will 
end on May 25, 2004 with a BB Q and open mic night for all vendors. The silent auction money will 
be used to help finance a couple or more, (depending on your own generosity) of our members to the 
ASPE Convention in Cleveland, Ohio during October of 2005. 
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As President, I must be more involved in the day-to-day operations of each position of our Board of 
Directors. Our Board represents diversity throughout the plumbing industry and works very hard for 
your behalf. I want to thank them all for their hard work and time that has been required to put this 
sea- son together, and we are only beginning. 
 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter membership is staying fairly even at about 180 people. We hope to 
increase our member- ship through code inspectors, contractors and of course, engineers . . . yea, all 
you know-it-all types, we want your opinion too. You give them freely at work everyday; why not 
continue the banter at our meetings 
 
Our Chapter treasury is healthy, but by no means are we as well off as Chicago, Los Angeles or other 
chapters in our own region. We must spend wisely like most of own households and maintain that 
type of fiscal attitude. 
 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter of A SPE will be very well represented for our state Code Hearings 
coming up in September with John Matthews, John Nussbaum, and our Vice President Legislative, 
Ron George in attendance representing different factions of the industry, but with one voice from our 
A SPE Chapter. Incidentally, we have been very instrumental in past code hearings in getting 
legislature passed into code verbiage. 
 
Finally, and unfortunately, I will not be in attendance for our first meeting due to a conflict with an out 
of town, Mid-West Regional meeting for Viega. At this point I cannot elaborate on this meeting, but I 
will at the appropriate time. 
 
For now, I'll see some of you sooner than others, but not by choice. I'll miss the first meeting and 
hoping that all goes off as planned. 
 
Oh, remember that you must RSVP or you'll be charged $10 at the door to cover your food order. It's 
free if you RSVP by the Friday prior to the Tuesday meeting. No exceptions. You must make the 
attempt to be accountable and keep your appointments. We will keep attendance when you leave the 
meeting! 
 
Douglas W. Cryer, CSI CIPE/CPD 
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President’s Report: October 2003 
I guess I missed a better than average September meeting on Sanitary and 
Storm Water Piping Design. I have heard nothing but positive feedback. Our 
membership and additional attendees approached 60 people. Very good 
attendance, that rivals only a couple of past years meetings. Our speaker, Mr.  
Ron George was well prepared, as usual, and led you through the brief whys and 
therefore s of the subject topic examples, with respect to capacity tables, pipe 
sizing criteria and Michigan Numbing Code compliance. Another good aspect I 
heard was that the RSVP process of emailing Bill Dirksen for dinner reservations 

worked well. Thank you for doing your part in keeping our chapter expenses down for food 
preparation. Remember to e-mail Bill for the October meeting (or else, and we mean it!). 
 
The October 28, 2003 meeting topic will be Water Distribute on Systems, Boosters, Treatment and 
Sizing. Our presenters will be Mr. Esteban Cabello, PE, CPD, President of JRED Engineering, Inc. 
and Mr. Chris Lieder of R.L. Deppmann Company. Please refer to Bill's VP Technical Report for 
further topical information. 
 
Included in this Newsletter are three articles that need to be read, considered and digested. I am 
referring to our Legislative Committee that recently attended and participated in the 2003 ICC Code 
Hearings. I have taken on a whole new perspective in the code making, legislative process. I don't 
know about most of you, but I hated Political Science and Government (it's a 70's thing) when I was in 
school. With that said, I want to personally thank our Code Study and Development Committee of 
Southeastern Michigan (CSDC SM) for caring enough about "Our Industry" to become active 
participants in making a difference in our Codes and Standards. Attempting to make them more 
concise and less ambiguous. 
 
Read about how this Committee took 2 l proposed changes, that would affect all of us, to the Code 
Hearings and had outstanding response and success in having made some code changes and were 
heard for consideration and further investigation for others. I hope all of you reading this, from 
Presidents, Department Heads, PE's, Mechanical Engineers, Project Managers, Construction 
Forman, Municipal Inspectors and Manufacturers Representative s take note. This Committee, made 
up of some ASPE and ASSE Members, speaks for all of us in the Mechanical/Plumbing Industry. 
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Speaking of Code changes, the new 2003 Michigan Plumbing Code will be out for distribution in the 
early new year (2004). As of January l, 2004, the new Michigan Residential and Commercial 
Plumbing Codes will be in effect. 
 
I recently had the distinguished privilege of listening to Mr. Robert Konyndyk, Chief Plumbing 
Inspector for the State of Michigan, speak to a group o I Engineers, Contractors, Hospital 
Maintenance personnel, Hospital Engineers and Product Representative s at the Michigan Society of 
Hospital Engineers Convention.  His topic for this presentation was " The New Michigan Plumbing 
Code changes with regard to the Hospital Industry." He spent time talking about three main points: 
Facility/factory Affidavits implementation on for hospital facilities and large companies, Medical Gas 
Inspection Certification name change and Product Code Compliance. One point of interest in his one 
hour presentation was the fact that our "NEW" 2003 Code will not be as up to date as one might think 
and hope. This brings me back to our Codes Committee from Eastern Michigan and the affect they 
can have at hearings to bring about more thought from another mindset and third party consideration 
testing agencies latest data and acceptance. 
 
Point of note: Do you think that the Medical Gas Section (Chapter 12) in the Michigan Numbing Code 
needs revision? Have any of you read it or considered which code the State of Michigan has adopted 
for reference to the NFPA 99C? 
 
To the room's surprise, Mr. Konyndyk informed us that the NEW 2003 Code would still reference the 
1999 version of the NFPA 99C. I think this is an area where our CSDCSM group should look for a 
change in the wording to at least adopt the " . . . latest version of the NFPA 99C . . . ". My feeling is 
that the State of Michigan should allow the third party testing agency of the NFPA decide what the 
acceptable Materials, Products and Methods of Installation should be. But I am not on the Committee 
so I can only suggest changes and get the minds working towards proposed change. 
 
Speaking of change, wait until all of the mechanical engineers and specification writers get involved 
with the National Specification Numbering system. The previously used sections, from 15000 to 
15950 will be replaced with a new numbering and designation. There will be New Divisions in lieu of 
Sections. Division 2 l will be strictly dedicated to Mechanical and Plumbing, under the Facilities 
Services Subgroup. This will allow for greater growth potential without going in subgroup after 
subgroup and point number after point number. As a member of the Detroit Chapter of the 
Construction Specifications Institute (CSI), I have become involved with the Technical Committee and 
have become far more enlightened in the realm of specification writing and how the combination of 
knowing Codes, Designing Systems, concise Construction Documentation and Product Acceptability 
all play an equal role in creating a functional distinctive design. Are there any of you readers out there 
that would care to join me in the CSI Society As I learn more from my CSI Affiliation, I plan on sharing 
the details of the new and greatly expanded version of the next generation of Master Specifications. 
 
Keep in mind that this is not law and nobody can make your firm change, but shouldn't we all move 
away from the canned, copied and pasted versions of the mid 80's specifications that most firms are 
still printing as their "Legal Written Documents" for projects built today, in 2003, almost 2004? I think 
so. I’ll do a follow up column on the specification changes and how the mechanical and plumbing 
engineer will have many choices and sections to choose from. Only the numbers  
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will change and many more sections will be written for special systems that generally fall outside a l 
5000-section number anyway.  Do not despair! 
 
Finally, please do not forget about our Technical Symposium in San Antonio, TX from October 29th to 
November 1st. I hope to see some of you there. 
 
Have a scary October. 
 
Douglas W. Cryer, CSI CIPE/CPD 
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President’s Report: November 2003 
Although I wasn’t there to witness it myself, I was told that the September 
meeting was great and I wondered what I had missed. 
 
Following the October 28th meeting, I was over-whelmed. I really mean it. I had 
no idea what had been planned until I arrived at the Board of Director's meeting 
and was given a script. A what? Script? I said, "Esteban, you mean I have to do 
something other than direct the board meeting, open the technical meeting and 
make announcements?" " Yes", he told me. I do what I'm told and the night 

began. 
 
Beginning? No. Continuation. So many people responded to Bill. She said approximately 78 people 
had responded (she keeps name records of all respondents). Awesome response. 
 
Beginning with my announcements, which went unnoticed (potential bowling night, combined 
ASHRAE/ASPE meeting) with all you cardboard cutouts (only kidding) just looking at me, like deer in 
headlights, the meeting turned into a very well presented, entertaining, informative and enjoyable 
night for all the people who participate d. Really. The meeting included participation that involved 
teamwork, combined thinking and ultimately solutions to some handout study problems. Mr. Norm 
Hall and his R.L. Deppmann staff had prepared four different problems with very different applications 
and given data. Some problems even had missing or additional extraneous information that did not 
pertain to the calculation, just to throw you off. I also must thank our presenters for all the information 
that was distributed to our attendees through printed material or just having experienced their 
presentation in person. 
 
That October experience transcended into a conversation I just had with our December speaker, who 
exclaimed "that the bar has been raised with A SPE presentations". I can't promise the theatrics or 
role playing at every meeting, but I know that our December meeting on Hot Water Distribute on will 
be absolutely the most fun anyone has ever had at a, usually dry, ASPE technical meeting. 
 
I must comment on a serious mistake that I made at our October meeting by not encouraging the 
attendees to visit the tabletops of our sponsors and thanking our sponsors for their never-ending 
support. So, better late than never, I want to personally thank K.L. McCoy, Quality Water & Air, R.L. 
Deppmann, V.E. Sales and Viega NA (my partner, Dann for carrying my load). 
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Another recent A SPE happening was the Technical Symposium in San Antonio, TX. Our Vice 
President Technical, Bill Dirksen, was there to attend the A SPE Domestic Hot Water Committee 
meetings. I hope she'll share her adventures (not including the airlines SNAFU) at the show and 
highlight the classes she attended in an upcoming newsletter article. 
 
This month's topic for November 18th (yes, that soon) is going to be Laundry and Kitchen 
Requirements for our ASPE Hotel example application. At the time of this writing and printing, Bill and 
I are preparing the curriculum criteria and speaker selection. Ironically, in this city of hotels and 
restaurants it is very difficult to find presenters to lend their experience in design and construction to 
an audience of engineers, contractors, students and inspectors. I inn assure you however, that we 
will have an informative meeting from our local pool of knowledgeable professionals who have done 
many quality projects that we probably have dined or stayed at. Please refer to Bill's column for 
additional information on the November meeting. 
 
Finally, I also want to commend our Vice President of Education, Bill Grayzar for his excellent 
monthly columns. All the formulas and example questions that Bill is covering and illustrating in his 
articles are applicable to daily work projects for pipe sizing and understanding various elementary 
principles of plumbing engineering in preparation for the CPD exam in April. 
 
The Holidays are app roaching fast and our meetings November and December meetings are being 
moved to accommodate Thanksgiving and Christmas, so time is short this month and so is this 
commentary, which from this long- winded writer is a welcome change. 
 
See all of you very soon. 
 
Douglas W. Cryer, CSI CIPE/CPD 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



223 | P a g e  
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President’s Report: December 2003 
Happy Holidays and best wishes to all of you readers and members. 
 
First of all, I'm sorry that the November meeting was not as successful as our 
Board had planned. Stuff happens and speakers don't respond in a timely 
manner.   A few respected (yes, you know who you are) individuals noticed and 
voiced their opinions about the technical and code deficiencies in this 
presentation, as being lacking and obvious. 
 

Please, I mean no disrespect to the speakers and their expertise in the areas that were covered. The 
data given was sufficient and I took some "rules of thumb" notes, myself, as I noticed others doing. 
That, in itself, was worth the meeting. Some people gathered useful knowledge or perhaps more than 
that. Our ASPE Chapter aims to offer you information and useful technical application data and 
problem solving skills that are so often overlooked in the "university" setting. We try to be more of a 
hands-on and technical (why we do it and show me) organization. 
 
If you attend the December 16th technical session on Domestic Hot Water Generation, Design and 
Sizing class, then you will be challenged like you never had imagined at an ASPE meeting. I promise 
you total enjoyment (for Holiday Cheer) and an informative session with more problem solving for our 
attendees to calculate. 
 
Alan Deal of Performance Engineering Group in Livonia will be the "Host", if you will, for the evening. 
ASPE meets Alec Trebeck. "Hot Water Terms for $200 Alan," Barry exclaimed, while buzzing in to 
describe the question to the answer. Get it? Hot Water Jeopardy. How much fun can six contestants 
and a zany host have at an ASPE meeting on a cold December evening? 
 
Did I mention that there would be calculations to solve? Yes, I think I did. Do not be afraid my 
comrades.  You will be broken up into groups like we did in October. One worker, one thinker, one 
writer and a few listeners; it doesn't matter which one you are. Just get into it and do your best. If you 
make a mistake or do not understand what is happening, then this is the forum to get your concerns 
and questions answered. There will be staff on hand to help you, if needed. It's only a test to get you 
thinking and asking questions to the people around you, instead of "Your Boss or worse yet, an 
OWNER!" "Corroding Anodes for $2000 Alan," Doug yelled into the cell phone from the sun and 
warm weather of the Florida beaches! 
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Now, that I've got everyone's attention. Our Chapter has been in the forefront of the Plumbing Code 
and Engineering Design realm for more years than I know. With the departure of Jill Dirksen, our very 
educated, involved and beloved Vice President Technical, to the elevated position of person in 
charge of Technical Papers and Articles for the National ASPE Publication, we are in need of 
volunteers. Not to replace Jill but to fill additional places that will be required for others moving up 
through the ranks. 
 
As I said, I need some attention please. Some people heard my plea at the last meeting and 
approached me about joining the Board. It isn't about joining. It's about helping others benefit from 
your own experiences. Everyone in our membership can become a Board Member in some capacity. 
We welcome all newcomers. We will break you in slowly. Please do not worry about getting in over 
your head, unless you have aspirations of becoming the VP Education, Technical or President of the 
Chapter. I guarantee somebody out there will gladly replace my position in less than five years. We 
are grooming people behind the scenes, as I write this, to carry on the legacy of being in a position of 
decision making for the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE. I want and request others to infuse their 
personalities and knowledge to help shape and define the legacy of this chapter for the next 20 years. 
 
We have so many connections in the trades and engineering society that I cannot understand why 
more major engineering firms do not embrace our technical abilities along with our collective voice at 
the "National Code Hearings" to generate increased interest in our Society, as a whole. 
 
The 4 Rules of Plumbing only apply to those who are unknowing. Some of the plumbing installers 
possibly know what I'm referring to? Please give ASPE more credibility. Encourage fellow 
contractors, designers, engineers and inspectors to get involved with our group. 
 
Let me also remind you that we will be having an in-depth overview of the first four months of this 
technical year on Saturday, January 10, 2004 from 9:00 - 3:00. Lunch and materials will be provided 
for $10.00 per person. Instructors will be Esteban Cabello, PE, CPD, and Joe Hernandez, CPD. 
Please RSVP for this special meeting with the registration form (upcoming) as soon as you receive it. 
 
"Hot Water Storage for $500 Alan," the confident engineer asked." 
Hot Water Storage for $500 it is!  
The Daily Double!!!!!!!!!!!! 
Our host asks, "Your wager please?"  
"The engineer says, $1,500." 
The answer is… 
Please, where is the suspense? Come, be a contestant on Plumbing Jeopardy. 
 
P.S. Good wishes to you, Jill. Everyone knows you'll do your best. 
 
See all of you in 2004 and some of you not soon enough! GO BLUE! 
 
Douglas W. Cryer, CSI CIPE/CPD 
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President’s Report: January 2004 
I really hope all of you had a wonderful holiday Season. I did. Spending time with 
family and friends really is an important part of living. Sharing time with those who 
mean so much and making memories is what this life is all about. 
January, for me, has been and continues to be a busy month. I hope that most of 
the engineering and contracting firms within my reading area find themselves 
busy now and in the future. 
  
This article is a potpourri of information about upcoming happening and thoughts. 

First, I'll start with the Saturday Review Course on January 10, 2004. What a GREAT Technical 
Presentation that Bill Grayzar put together. The resounding voice from the attendees was a success. 
The 20 people that gathered on that cold Saturday morning got a wealth of information to take home 
or have sent to them by mail. Thank you to the presenters for putting forth the extra effort to gather 
and discuss their expertise and a special Thank You to John Nussbaum for all his behind the scenes 
activities and early arrival to open the building to get us ready with juice Saturday Technical classes 
continue to give additional knowledge and CEU credits towards the CPD re-certification requirements 
of ASPE. Bill Grayzar, our V.P. Education, says that our CPD Exam Review is still on schedule for 
Saturday April 3, 2004. So, mark your calendars and RSVP when registration forms are mailed. 
 
Second, our January 27, 2004 (make note: not January 20, 2004) meeting will be a presentation with 
topical information that people do not usually speak about. Mr. Daw Alwerfalli, Ph.D., our first 
speaker, is a professor and the Mechanical Engineering Department Head at Lawrence 
Technological University. He will discuss test-taking skills tackling, engineering formulas and his 
infusion of plumbing engineering into his students' curriculum at LTU. Thanks again to John 
Nussbaum for his relationship and persistence with LTU to recognize plumbing engineering as an 
actual avocation and respected portion of the engineering industry. In addition, We will also address 
the process for the contractor, The code requirements that contractors must follow and what and what 
importance engineering firms should place on such needed over looked, Specifications, Sections, Ms. 
Cheryl VanHovel of  HILTI  has a very interesting, entertaining, informative, non-proprietary and 
convivial presentation ready for us. Sit back, listen, interact with questions or concerns and learn all 
you can. 

 
Third, the new Code Books will be available through PMC and John Nussbaum very soon. 
Probably, and hopefully, for the Code Review Meeting on March 23, 2004 with Mr. Robert Konyndyk, 
Chief Plumbing Inspector for the State of Michigan. The location of this meeting WILL NOT be held at 
the PMC Building on 8 Mile Road. John has been researching venues to handle the number of 
people we expect to attend as I write this. You'll know as soon as I know. He will be also taking 
orders for new Code Books at a reduced rate, (price TBA) and he will only order as many as have 
been requested. Plan on ordering your Michigan Plumbing Code books  for Commercial buildings. An  
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order form for Code Books and RSVP's to the March meeting will follow in the February newsletter 
with further details. The Residential and the Mechanical Code Books will be available soon, 
thereafter. 
 
Finally, with Jill departing for National ASPE leadership, I am very pleased to announce that Mr. Wes 
Patton of SSOE, Inc. will be our new V.P. Technical. Thanks’ Wes for doing the right thing. I look to 
all of our members to step up and take some initiative in becoming active in this Chapter's Board of 
Directors. We're looking for a few new GOOD People. I could be inquiring of you.   
 
Douglas W. Cryer, CSI CIPE/CPD 
 
VP TECH REPORT                                                                                                                                                                               
Wes Patton; VP Technical  
 
Greetings! My name is Wesley Patton and I have been asked to join the Board of Directors of the 
Eastern Michigan Chapter as the interim Vice President Technical.  I accept this position with 
willingness and gratitude on being given the opportunity to serve the plumbing engineering 
community in which I have chosen to build a lifetime career. The President, Doug Cryer, and all the 
past presidents serve the community well in as their demonstration by commitment to make a 
difference. I pledge to bare the same level of desire to make a difference in serving this esteemed 
Chapter and our members. 
 
I have been with SSOE, Inc. for over 20 years and am a graduate of Wayne State University with a 
Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering. My career in plumbing encompasses all facets of the 
architectural community, which have included automotive, healthcare, institutional, commercial and 
retail. I have experience in all levels of mechanical engineering. In addition to being involved with 
ASPE, I also have an active membership in ASHRAE. This partnership in HVAC and plumbing will 
allow me to bridge the communication between the two Societies. Last year I was able to put this to 
use in assisting in the coordination of the combined ASPE/ASHRAE meeting at Ford Field. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
I want to take a moment to wish Jill Dirksen luck and to say she will be dearly missed. Her 
enthusiasm is one of her greatest assets and coupled with her solid understanding of mechanical 
engineering and contribution to the ASPE society’s success. Our loss of Jill is the Society's gain. Well 
not really, she will make things in the Technical division a whole lot better! 
 
I also want to thank Jill for putting together such a solid technical program this year. It makes things 
much easier coming into this half way through the year. The next session on Tuesday, January 27, 
will be on test and exam taking. 
 
With this being a CPD exam year, we have been asked by many members to help in this area. Some 
of you already attended the Saturday workshop with Doug, Esteban and Joe. Hey these guys are 
great and know their stuff. The  exam is a tough one. speak first hand because I've taken it and know 
that if complete attention is not given, you will lose!  I did and I am taking the CPD again. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Our lineup of classes’ include a combined trip with ASHRAE to the Compuware Ice Arena for a 
technical session on "Ice and Snow Melting" sponsored by R L Deppmann, and presented by Mary 
Anderson.  In March we'll have the director of the Michigan State Plumbing Board Bob Konyndyk. He 
will give us an overview on the new 2003 Michigan Plumbing Code. The program will also include an 
overview of the 2003 residential code. A panel discussion is on tap for April covering the Architecture 
of Plumbing. May is a new feature using an open microphone to ballyhoo on any plumbing subject. 
 
Thank you for having me as your Vice President Technical  
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President’s Report: February 2004 
First of all I hope everyone received our broadcast e-mail for the canceling of the 
January 27th class due to unpredictable weather conditions. As it turned out, the 
Detroit area in general, missed the large snowfall again. However, it was enough 
to cause havoc on the streets. Those of us who drive for a living were cautious. 
Now remember, the new date for the rescheduled meeting is February 24, 2004. 
We'll have the same topics as the former meeting. Perhaps a new speaker for the 
Fire Stopping portion, though. I think Ms. Cheryl VanHovel of HILTI will be able to 
enliven the presentation with her charm and knowledge of the product.  Don't 

miss this. 
 
Speaking of ‘don’t miss’, I hope everyone is planning on a night out with his or her spouse, children, 
girl/boyfriends (hopefully discretion will prevail as to whether to invite the wife or the girlfriend, just 
kidding Patti!) for our next actual get-together since December. I'm speaking of the second annual 
ASPE/ASHRAE meeting on Friday, February 20, 2004 at the Compuware Sports Arena at Beck Road 
and M-14. The meeting will commence at around 4:00 pm with some comments from the Vice 
President of ASHRAE National Board of Directors, Mr. Darryl Boyce. Mr. John Cole of Albert Kahn 
Associates and current President of the Detroit ASHRAE Chapter will present a power point overview 
of the Ice Arena layout with attention to the mechanical ice generation equipment, pumps and usual 
requirements that need to be included in the design of this type of facility. A guided tour of the entire 
building will follow the presentation and we'll all end up at around 6:00 pm or so with some ASPE 
announcements, social hour, with hot dogs, pop and then the Whalers hockey game, all this for just 
$15.00, Adult & $10 for Children/Students. Just show up and pay at the door, no person limit.  Bring 
the family.  No pets, though. 
 
Some ASPE people didn’t miss the ASPE Dinner/Dance held on Saturday, January 17, 2004. This 
was another good party. I really must encourage more of our membership to become involved in that 
organization. The “Prevention rather than cure” mentality and motto of this organization is very 
outstanding and commendable. ASSE is a diverse group of individuals from all aspects of the 
plumbing industry including engineers, code officials, con- tractors, manufacturers' representatives, 
and plumbing union instructors. Thanks to John Nussbaum, Cindy Zatto, Paul Bladdick, Tony 
D'Ascenzo and his band and my favorite 50/50 guy, Bob Ciesliga.  You showed me "the  MONEY".  

 
The Annual “Night at the Races” is again scheduled for Northville Downs on Friday March 19, 2004. 
Table sponsors are available to anyone willing to put up the cash and their five guests for the night. 
As always, it is a good time for socializing with everyone. 
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The week following the Night at the Races we are very privileged to have Mr. Robert Konyndyk, Chief 
of the Michigan Plumbing Codes Division, speak on Tuesday March 23, 2004 at the St. John's 
Armenian Church in Southfield, MI. See the additional notice, map and registration information 
package inside this newsletter. Reservations are required.                                                                      
 
We are limited to 175 people and I know we had that many with walk up registrations and  much 
confusion two years ago for Bob’s commentary at the Excalibur Restaurant. Codes Division, speak on 
Tuesday March 23, 2004 at the St. John's Armenian Church in Southfield, MI. See the additional 
notice, map and registration information package inside this newsletter. Reservations are required. 
We are limited to 175 people and I know we had that many with walk up registration and much 
confusion two years ago for Bob's commentary at the Excalibur Restaurant. CEU credits will be given 
for Inspectors and attendees who require them. I also encourage you to mail in (separately) the form 
for your new 2003 Michigan Plumbing Code Books (only $44), so you have them to make marks, 
comments or clarifications to the text that Mr. Konyndyk may explain.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Have you all had the chance to get into the Code Study & Development Group of Southeastern 
Michigan raffle?  It costs only $250 (totally tax deductible) for the possibility of winning $20,000, 
$10,000, $5,000 or seven $1,000 prizes for a good cause. The raffle remittance form is also in this 
newsletter. Give. You may receive more. Drawing to be held the night of March 23, 2004 and you 
need not be pre- sent to win. 
 
Another addition to our newsletter this month is an informational flyer about the Michigan Backflow 
Prevention Association 2004 Annual Educational Conference to be held Monday, March 22, 2004 in 
Lansing Michigan. If anyone is in need of some additional CEU Credits for their CPD recertification. 
You can obtain the by attending the MBPA conference. Refer to the registration information sheet for 
further details. How Many Bullets in clip: the next couple of months are going to be very busy for me? 
My duties with Viega have me traveling all over the United States and Canada for meetings and 
presentations to engineering firms, contractors and distributors. I hope that you do not feel as though 
I am shirking my responsibilities as President when I'm not at some of our meetings. I really would 
rather be nowhere else. I get tired. Hotels, Planes and Automobiles…Hollywood should do a citcom 
about the modern day Willy Loman…Where is that gas pipe? A couple of my board of director cohorts 
and I will be compiling a synopsis of what it takes to be a salesperson, in these times of internet 
speed and instant satisfaction. Look for it soon. A Best Seller I’m sure’. 
 
I want to thank those of you who have stepped forward on your own, or when asked, to become a 
part of our Board of Directors. The board meetings are always welcome for members to come and 
listen, even comment, though you can- not vote. You can still see the process that it takes to keep 
our chapter, not unlike all other chapters across America, moving forward with the plumbing 
engineering industry and a "Progression in Technology". 
 
Out with a bang!  See you on February 20th.  
 
Douglas W. Cryer, CSI CIPE/CPD 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 2004 
Is there really a separation between church and state, when our U.S. currency 
states "In God We Trust"? Then, can there be separation between church and 
ASPE? The reason I'm even bringing this subject up is twofold. The first is that 
my wife and I saw The Passion of Christ at the movies and were profoundly 
moved to tears. His dedication to a belief and steadfast mind set really sets the 
bar high for humans. The second was something that my pastor used in her 
sermon the day following that movie. She was speaking about how Christ was 
tested, time after time. Barbara said that his testing was very similar to other 

types of testing that we know about. Automobile crash test, where the automaker is testing their 
products beyond normal usage, to highlight the strengths, not the weaknesses. With that said, I would 
like to encourage all of you people striving to go beyond the normal daily challenges and test your 
strengths by completing and passing the CPD Exam in April or at the ASPE Convention in October. 
 
For our February subject: Test Taking Practices for the CPD Exam I was happy to see 30 people 
there to listen and learn. Mr. Daw Alwerfalli, Ph.D. was our speaker. He is currently a professor at 
Lawrence Technological University and the Mechanical Engineering Department Head. I liked the fact 
that he gave our ASPE Plumbing Engineering Society a pat on the back and recognition for the 
"Plumbing Engineer". He is trying to initiate and integrate our plumbing formulas, equations and 
principals into the Mechanical Engineering programming at LTU. I applaud his integrity. I personally 
know we do not get the respect for the engineering that takes place in every project that has domestic 
water, storm, sanitary and venting for fixtures that are a requirement of the International Building 
Code. In fact, a building cannot receive a Certificate of Occupancy without plumbing fixtures. 
 
 Our second speaker Ms. Cheryl Van Hovel of HILTI was very informative with her witty and prize 
filled presentation about fire stopping, what is it? Where do I need it? Who specifies it and who 
installs it?  had some outstanding facts about instances of fires in the U.S. pictures and subsequent 
litigation and even death statistics. She was extremely knowledgeable from her second experience 
and offered help to all who requested it. Even informed us that HILTI has five licensed Fire Protection 
Engineers on staff to offer suggestions and help with details, ratings or specification writing. Cheryl 
enjoyed herself, as well. She knew quite a few people and had not seen some of them for many 
years and enjoyed reacquainting herself with her former friends. If you know Cheryl, like I know her 
through my partner, then you understand her dedication to this industry. Should you need to get in 
touch with her for anything, I hope you got her card. 
  
Again the “Night at the Races” is scheduled for Northville Downs on Friday March 19, 2004. Table 
request sheets have been   mailed to the newsletter manufacturer representative advertisers for 
requesting their "Special Guests". 
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Remember, the Tuesday following the Night at the Races we are very privileged to have Mr. Robert 
Konyndyk, Chief of the Michigan Plumbing Codes Division speak at the St. John's Armenian Church 
in Southfield, MI. See the additional notice, map and registration information package inside 
February's Newsletter. Reservations are required. We are limited to 175 people. Five (5) CEU Credits 
will be given for Inspectors and attendees who require them. 
 
I also encourage you to mail in (separately) the form for your new 2003 Michigan Plumbing Code 
Books (only $44), so you have them to make marks, comments or clarifications to the text that Mr. 
Konyndyk may explain. 
 
Please take a chance and get into the Code Study & Development Group of Southeastern Michigan 
raffle. It costs only $250 (totally tax deductible) for the possibility of winning $20,000, $10,000, $5,000 
or seven $1,000 prizes. The Code Study Development Committee is hoping to make some money to 
finance their trip to the ASPE Convention in October. 
 
I know many ASPE members recently got notices in the mail from the National Society informing you 
that your 2002 CPD Requirements had never been recognized and further documentation and even 
monetary amounts were being requested. Do not worry.  All of the people who got the first notice got 
a second notice, informing them to disregard the first notice and everything from 2002 was, in fact, on 
record and no further information or documentation will be required to National ASPE. 
 
However, this is the year for re-certification of your CPD credentials and you will be required to file a 
form with all the pertinent data filled in and of course, the $35 (?) registration fee. Packages should 
be in the mail from Society soon with all the information you will need to understand what and how to 
fill out the Certification form. I suggest that you make copies of all your substantiating data and check, 
in case we ever have to prove that you have completed all the requirements to be re-certified. 
Finally, our ASPE elections will again be held in May for next seasons Board of Director's. If you feel 
that you have some extra time and the inclination to serve, then please make your name and position 
desired known to me or anyone else on the Board, so that we can qualify you and put your name on 
the ballot for election by the members 
 
In closing, can I get an AMEN? Respectfully yours.   
                                                                                                                                             
Douglas W. Cryer, CSI CIPE/CPD 
 
VP Tech Report: 
Wes Patton VP Technical 
 
The Month of February ended on a great note with the Compuware tour lead by ASHRAE president 
John Cole. For those of you who missed it, the event was a joint meeting between  
 
ASPE and ASHRAE. Mr. John Cole and his associates did an excellent job explaining the details of 
his arena design. Also, the end of February included a refresher of testing skill that was very  
enlightening, with Professor Alwerfali from Lawrence Technical University giving a thorough overview 
of the CIPE exam.  
                                                                                                                                                                 
March sessions begins with social evening at the "Night at the Races" occurring on March 19, 2004 at 
The Northville Downs in Northville, Mi. Please remember to get your tickets for the night of events at 
the cost of $27.00 per person or sponsor a table that will seat a total of six people. Also, this will be 
an excellent event for spouse or guest. 
 
Also, the month of March will include the sessions on Michigan Plumbing Codes. The speaker will be 
Mr. Robert Konyndyk, chief of the Plumbing Division for the state of Michigan. Be sure to attend this  
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event and have all of your questions answered firsthand. The topic will cover commercial, industrial, 
institutional and residential construction. Current code books ($44.00 ea.) will be available for sale the 
night of the event, with advance order. The entire event will be six hours long with dinner provided. 
Cost for the night is $20.00 dollars per person and please remember to reserve your spot. The event 
will be held March 23, 2004 at St. John's Armenian Church in Southfield, Mi. with registration 
beginning at 2:00 pm. 
 
April 27, 2004 will kick-off a session on Architectural and Structural Interferences, Coordination and 
Value Engineering panel Discussion. 
 
The May 25, 2004 session will wrap up with the Open Microphone Night for Vendors and BBQ. This 
event will feature vendors speaking on their products. The session will be held at PMC Detroit. 
Remember to come to this event hear from all the vendors with their helpful hints. 
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President’s Report: April 2004 
First of all I want to apologize to any of you who had intended on taking the CPD 
Review Class on April 3, 2004. An Executive decision had to be made with very 
little time to go ahead or cancel the Review Course based on registered 
attendees.  I realize that a few of you members, wanted to take the review just to 
reinforce your knowledge as well as gather a few more CEU credits towards your 
CPD The Certification process. However, even as a Chapter, we could not have 
had our own test site, due to Society requirements of a minimum 15 Certification 
candidates and we only had about seven or eight. The two locations that anyone 

may attend were decided last June at our Region 2 Presidents meeting. They are Rochester, NY and 
Columbus, OH. Both test sites are scheduled for Saturday April 24, 2004. The cancellation process is 
supposed to be on April 5, three weeks prior to the exam. Although you people will not be reading this 
article until, hopefully April 19th. Timing is everything, and our Society dropped the ball on getting the 
adequate and specific data to our Board to disseminate to our local membership. This is a National 
problem and we're going to take a stand when our next Region 2 President's Meeting is held in June 
2004.  Read on. 
 
I plead to encourage all of you ticked off members to write a letter of dis- satisfaction on timing, 
location and cost of exam directly to our National Society, specifically to Mr. Stan Wolfson.  
 
I still encourage all of you people striving to go beyond the normal daily challenges and test your 
strengths by completing and passing the CPD Exam at the ASPE Convention in October. Our timing 
for this test date will be decided at Eastern Michigan's Summer Strategy for next year's programming. 
 
On a more positive note I understand that the March 23rd meeting with Mr. Robert Konyndyk, Chief of 
the Michigan Plumbing Codes Division, was a very popular event. Over 300 people attended! We are 
very pleased with this excitement throughout our plumbing community. I only wish I had not been out 
of town for work in Toronto to experience all the comments and concerns expressed. Some people 
were less than satisfied with their answers, but that only proves that we need more input from the 
"Industry" in writing the language of "CODES". 
 
The ASSE Codes Development & Study program for Southeastern Michigan does just that. These 
dedicated individuals from all aspects of the plumbing field sit down and concentrate efforts to affect 
change. This change is often just to correct errata, clarify or remove ambiguous sentences from the 
text that becomes our law! I also encourage some of you to become seriously involved in ASSE like 
this or on our National ASPE Technical Standards or Data Book Committees. We need to help one 
another continue to evolve within our engineering societies. 
 
Speaking of evolution, most of you have heard or been challenged with the task of "Value 
Engineering" your most prized designs. Cut this, remove that. Can we get this same product  
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cheaper? Do we need that many roof drains and why is the pipe so large? "Make the fixed budget 
work", the architect often cries. More often than not I was at my wits end with this process. Especially 
after the construction documents were completed. I always expected changes, throughout project 
meetings and budgets are looked at following each phase of design from schematic through 
construction to keep budgets in rang Other factors also play roles in the assembly of any building, 
labor rates, material costs or yes, the weather, cold and rain. 
 
Our next meeting on April 27, 2004 will offer the contractor, designer and engineer with some 
knowledge about how a construction management company can assist in helping the engineer, 
architect, owner and sub-contractors on track to maintain the utmost in quality for the owner, design 
intent from the architect and engineering point of view and help contractor's stay on time, with proper 
scheduling. 
 
I was introduced to our April speaker at the February meeting of the Detroit Chapter of the 
Construction Specifications Institute (CSI) of America, of which I became a member when I became 
more heavily involved with writing specifications and maintaining them for Sellinger Associates, Inc. 
Christopher Quattrine, CPE, VMP is  the manager of cost Engineering at Barton-Malow Company. 
Chris has been at B- M for three years and has much experience in meeting with all the important 
parties on a project, to define owner needs, cost limitations and qualify as many "alternatives" to each 
need that can be considered. His experience working with engineers and architects, in the beginning 
of many projects has been instrumental in giving the owner what they expect and keep in their 
budget. As engineers, we cannot be closed- minded to alternatives that accomplish the owner's 
needs without compromising functionality and performance. It really is a TEAM thing. Refer to Wes 
Patton's VP Technical Report, in this issue, on further meeting information. 
 
Speaker of Team approaches, many of our other Chapters throughout the United States have 
opinions that will be discussed as a team on what needs to happen with our National Society and 
their potential future agenda that includes a raise in our dues that already are maxed out! For more 
on this breaking news and other qualms, please read my Editorial Comments article in this 
newsletter. See you on April 27, 2004. Bring an open mind and some ideas that you may have to 
offer to our discussion.  
                                                                                                                                            
Douglas W. Cryer, CSI CIPE/CPD 
 
In My Opinion….  
By Douglas W. Cryer, CSI, CIPE/CPD 
 
Recently, the Cleveland Chapter President sent me a letter regarding the need for cash, sponsor 
trinkets to fill a duffel bag similar to the one offered at Ft. Worth a couple of years ago and manpower 
to welcome people at hotels, staff hospitality areas (Spouse interaction) and serve as a monitor for 
seminars at desks, that you may be attending anyway. Consider the   volunteerism. Let me know if 
you feel the desire to help serve. 

 
Another issue with our current Board of Director's is the cost of the CPD Exam and what benefit is 
actually given to the Plumbing Designer Certification status. The cost is not congruent with the status 
afforded the individual passing a very grueling and intense exam. I am not here to take away from the 
knowledge required to pass this exam, but am angry with our National Society at setting the cost at 
$450 for members and $625 for non-members. Frankly, in my opinion the cost is very prohibitive to 
our membership for the long-term benefits. This is just outlandish, when the PE Exam is only $200 or 
so. Everyone knows that having your Professional Engineering Registration (P.E.) number allows you 
to sign and seal construction documents and carry the appropriate liability insurance to CYA! 
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We at the Eastern Michigan Chapter are going to take a stand at the Region 2 President's Meeting, 
bringing this up as "New Business".  Again, what do you think? 
 
Finally, and probably the most important issue at hand, is how we as the Eastern Michigan Chapter 
specifically and state by state chapters in general are going to handle the National Society deficit of 
somewhere around $1,000,000. If this were a corporation, we would be laying off people and cutting 
costs or filing for bankruptcy. I said this is only my opinion but allow me to share some serious talk 
from our neighbors in Chicago and their President's feelings. 
 
Following a notice of having a proposed $10 increase in next year’s membership dues, Robert 
Jackson of the Chicago Chapter issued a general statement to ALL Chapter President's across the 
United States. I'll paraphrase some of his opening but give you his exact text in italics, as well. 
Robert's concern originates from a 46% increase in dues over the last five years. He continues, 
"While the setting of dues is at the discretion of the Society Board, I feel that the reasoning for the 
proposed increase in next year's dues is not sound. The Society has once again operated at a budget 
deficit, leaving the Society Treasury in a bigger hole than they were two years ago". As I mentioned 
the $1,000,000 debt, Robert concedes, "Society is rightly upset about this debt and has plans to 
aggressively reduce spending in order to pay off the debt in 3-4 years.  Part of this plan is the dues 
increase". I am asking the Eastern Michigan Chapter to also protest this dues increase along with the 
Chicago Chapter.  
 
Our Chapter leads the nation in education and the model chapter for such. We don't give the most 
money or have the largest membership roster, but we can have a national impact on what Society 
does with our money. 
 
I challenge all of you to submit practical solutions that I can compile for the June meetings with the 
National Board Members. 
 
Thank you all, for allowing me to vent and comment on the sorry state of "Our National Society". 
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President’s Report: April 2004 
First, I want to take this time to thank the 312 people from inspectors, engineers, 
manufacturer representatives (our sponsors) and contractors who attended the 
March meeting with Mr. Robert Konyndyk. I am sorry I missed the discussion.  
 
Speaking of the night’s discussion I to make a want to make a clarification to all 
the leaders of this newsletter about the statement I made in last month’s 
President's column. I wrote: "…some people were less than satisfied with their 
answers". I really had no idea who would read this one sentence and how it 

would be interpreted. Because of such a statement Mr. Konyndyk called me on the telephone, 
himself. This arose his concern. He wanted to know what negatives were expressed to me and how 
he might change the presentation. He and his colleagues took an eight-hour presentation and 
condensed it down to around five hours to keep the meeting moving and still be informative about the 
changes in the new Michigan Plumbing Code. Here is where the public apology to Mr. Konyndyk 
starts. Under a tight deadline for my article, I made an assumption that you cannot please all the 
people, all the time and thus included the aforementioned sentence. However, during our April Board 
Meeting I was informed that the majority of the attendees liked and were satisfied with the 
presentation given and that the few people who made negative remarks, either do not know the 
Code, do not practice or agree with the Code or just want to complain about something. I should have 
spoken with more people about their feelings regarding that March meeting, but as I said I had a 
deadline and very little input from attendees. This proves the statement that when you assume you 
make an (you know the rest). To that end, I need to apologize personally to Mr. Robert Konyndyk and 
let him know he did well for our ASPE Chapter and hope that I have not alienated him from speaking 
to our chapter for future Code updates. 
 
This past April meeting for Value Engineering was not as well attended as I had hoped. It could have 
been that the weather was nice, family obligations, that we peaked interest for our March meeting or 
that our previous technical sessions were geared towards taking the CPD Exam and that deadline 
had passed. Although, to our chapters credit we were prepared to offer the pre-test course, but the 
National Society did not provide us with the course material in a timely manner and the deadlines for 
payment and refunds for the National CPD Exam were not in line with the date we received the study 
information. Shame on Society for making this process such a hassle. 

 
Back to our last meeting .Mr. Christopher Quatrain, CPE, VMP, Manager of Cost Engineering at 
Barton-Malow Company, did a good job of explaining a specialized way to design a project by  
determining what the owner's needs are with the initial involvement of architects, mechanical, 
electrical, structural, civil engineers and construction managers, incorporating a TEAM approach to 
the design and construction process. If there was anything to be gleaned from Chris’ presentation, it  
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was that projects CAN be built to everyone’s satisfaction with some conciliations from the parties 
involved to fall within the limitations of an owner’s budget. 
 
Our May meeting will be an “Open Mic. Night” for all our past tabletop sponsors who highlight a 
couple of their product lines, new additions, tell a joke or just get their faces in front of our chapter 
members to get some notoriety. We will also have our chapter's Board of Director positions 
nominating, voting and installation for next year. 
 
Remember May 25th for Ginny’s burgers and hot dogs, socializing and re-paying our yearly sponsors 
with your attendance and gratification. 
 
In addition, our yearlong silent auction may turn into a regular auction to rid the PMC storage room of 
the donated items. I noticed that there aren't many names on the lists so these items will go for very 
cheap prices. Bring cash or your checkbook. 
 
Douglas W. Cryer, CSI CIPE/CPD 
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2004-2006 
Esteban Cabello, President  
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President’s Report: September 2004 
I would like to welcome everyone back from a cool summer as we begin a new 
year with ASPE. Let me first congratulate the election of our new board, I am 
sure they will contribute to the quality programs that our chapter brings to you. 
Our new board is as follows: 
 

VP Technical  Wes Patton 
VP Education William Grayzar, CPD, CIPE 
VP Legislative Ron George, CPD, CIPE 
VP Membership Brett Young 
Treasurer  Doug Cryer, CPD, CIPE  
Admin. Secretary John Nussbaum, FASSE  
Corresponding Sec.  George Johnston II 

 
On September 14 we will be starting our first membership meeting of the year. As in the past, we try 
to bring educational topics to our membership. This year is no different. To kick-off our year, we are 
bringing in an attorney to discuss the topic of litigation in the plumbing industry. This meeting should 
be of interest to engineers, designers, inspectors, contractors, and manufacturer's representatives. 
 
This year is also convention year. The ASPE convention will take place in Cleveland, OH on October 
23 - 27. I encourage you to attend. The CIPE/CPD exam will also take place there. If you have an 
interest in some way in ASPE, please contact me. There are a number of committees that need 
volunteers and help, and it is a great way to meet new people and network in your industry. I look 
forward to seeing you at our next meeting. 
 
Your President, 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE 
 
Newsletter Update 
Joe Hernandez, CIPE, Newsletter Editor 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter is still planning on going paperless, but we need your help! We only 
have a portion of the e-mail addresses necessary to facilitate this. You would receive a monthly e-
mail notifying you that the newsletter is available online and would include a link to the  
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newsletter in Adobe reader format. It is very important we have your e-mail address. Please send 
your e-mail address to info @aspeemc.org. Also if you know of anyone else who would like to be on 
our mailing list please include their e-mail address. Don’t be left out!  
 
Important upcoming events; 
 
2004 ASPE Convention & Engineered Plumbing Exposition “October 23-27” Cleveland, Ohio 
 
Earn CEUs / Over 50 Technical Programs / “How Fast can I Go” contest /CIPE exam / Prize drawings 
including laptop computers and the Grand Prize pickup truck. 
 
Cleveland fun; including the Cleveland Theater District, the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame and Museum 
and Football. 
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President’s Report: October 2004 

As I write this article, the Lions are 2-0 and at the top of their division! The 
Eastern Michigan Chapter is also at the top. We try to bring the best for you and 
I am proud to announce just that. Julius Ballanco PE is scheduled to be our 
speaker for October. Mr. Ballanco is our current Society VP Legislative and 
Editorial Director of PM Engineer Magazine I would hope that you register for 
this meeting, as it will be one of the most popular events we will hold this year. 
 
I would like to thank Ron George (our VP Legislative) for securing our speaker 
last month and for giving the attendees an impromptu discussion on mixing 

valves and water heater installation tips. By the way, Ron also was instrumental in submitting several 
code changes (along with the Code Study Development Committee of Southeast Michigan) to the 
ICC (International Code Council) that were due just recently. John Nussbaum is the chairman of that 
group. 
 
As a reminder, please note the following events into your PDA: ASPE Cleveland Convention October 
23-27, ISH Boston October 14-16, and the ASSE National Meeting Miami November 5. 
 
Your President, 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE 
 
VP Technical Report 
Wes Patton, VP Tech 
 
Fall is here, therefor buckle up for October, a month full of great events. At our next meeting on 
October 19, the class sessions will address gas piping design using flexible piping etc. This is a class 
that I am sure you will not want to miss. The speaker will be Julius Ballanco, P.E, Editorial Director of 
PM Engineer and president of J.B. Engineering and Code Consulting P.C. If you want to enhance 
your knowledge on this subject Mr. Ballanco is a speaker that always gets his audience attention. As 
always, please remember to pre-register for the classes in order to obtain an accurate attendance 
count. It only takes a few clicks to register at www.aspemc.org. Going to the 2004 ASPE Convention 
& Engineered Plumbing Exposition? You should. This year’s Exposition is October 23-27. Other 
things to look forward to this year: Night at the Races and a golf outing. See you in October! 

http://www.aspemc.org/
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President’s Report: November 2004 
Wes Patton, and Bill Grayzar) that were required to attend the business portion 
of the convention. The business portion of the convention was well attended with 
239 delegates (out of 269) present. 
 
I am happy to announce that our chapter won the Award of Merit for 2003/4 for 
outstanding accomplishment in all areas of society activity. We were also 
involved in voting in our new Society Board of Directors, voting on numerous by-
law changes, and commenting on society committee reports. 

 
The next convention will be held in October of 2006 in Tampa. I would like to acknowledge John 
Nussbaum for also attending many ASPE business functions at the convention and for scouting 
future speakers for our meetings. On the subject of speakers our next speaker will discuss pipe 
supports and expansion as it relates to plumbing, I encourage you to attend. Thanksgiving is fast 
approaching so I would like to thank all of you for making this chapter the best chapter in our Region! 
 
The Cleveland Convention was a great learning experience for all who attended. I was one of four 
Eastern Michigan delegates (Ron George, Wes Patton, and Bill Grayzar) that were required to attend 
the business portion of the convention. The business portion of the convention was well attended with 
239 delegates (out of 269) present. 
 
I am happy to announce that our chapter won the Award of Merit for 2003/4 for outstanding 
accomplishment in all areas of society activity. We were also involved in voting in our new Society 
Board of Directors, voting on numerous by-law changes, and commenting on society committee 
reports. The next convention will be held in October of 2006 in Tampa. I would like to acknowledge 
John Nussbaum for also attending many ASPE business functions at the convention and for scouting 
future speakers for our meetings. 
 
On the subject of speakers our next speaker will discuss pipe supports and expansion as it relates to 
plumbing, I encourage you to attend. Thanksgiving is fast approaching so I would like to thank all of 
you for making this chapter the best chapter in our Region! 
 
Your President, 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 
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President’s Report: December 2004 
As Thanksgiving approaches once again I would like to give thanks to our many 
ASPE members who give their time in making this profession organization what 
it truly is-A Great Program. The list is too long to publish but I will say that we 
have members involved in many aspects of our organization standards 
committees, board of directors, speakers, code study development committee, 
the various chapter committees, various State organizations, and of course the 
various sister organizations such as ASHRAE,  MSPE,  ASSE,  NFPA,  ICC,  
MBPA  and many others. Without the efforts of these individuals, it would be 

next to impossible to offer you the outstanding programs that we bring to you every month. Our next 
meeting will focus on single stack drainage systems. Looking at the horizon, the annual ASSE 
banquet will take place on January 29th, a heating and steam seminar will take place in April, and a 
plumbing code class will take place in April as well. As you can see, we have a lot to offer and we 
should be thankful. 
 
Wishing you and your families 
Peace and joy this Holiday Season, 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE 

 

 
This month I would like first to congratulate ASPE Member Dave Jones of the John E Green 
Company who attended the convention in Cleveland, where he took and passed the CPD Exam. 
Great job and hats off to Dave jones, CPD! 
 
Innovative Ideas and Concepts 
A new year is just around the corner and with a new year will come new codes, standards and 
innovative design ideas. One of the upcoming ideas is Siphonic Roof Drainage Systems. At the  
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convention in Cleveland, I attended a course describing, in brief, Siphonic Roof Drainage and the 
concepts behind it. The speakers for the course were Michael Sommerhein (M.Sc, MBA) and Per 
Sommerhein (D.Sc).  
 
Siphonic Roof Drainage was started in a laboratory at the Technical University in Finland in the early 
1950's. A young engineer by the name of Olavi Ebeling was puzzled by the problem of vortexes 
propagating through his equipment for testing of plumbing fittings, slowing down test work. He solved 
the problem by placing a disk above the pipe inlet to the equipment. After leaving the test institution 
and starting his practice as a mechanical plumbing engineer, he recognized an opportunity to 
generate large costs savings by reducing the size of the copper piping that the Finnish government 
mandated be used in roof drainage. After a period of trial and error to understand how a roof drainage 
system utilizing full-bore flow could be created, his first patent application was registered in 1968. In 
1972, Mr. Ebeling was joined by Per Sommerhein from Sweden to design the first large-scale 
installation of the system in Sweden for a large tur-bine factory. From that point on, the system rapidly 
gained market acceptance from throughout Scandinavia and became the standard in roof drainage.  
 
Conventional roof drainage systems are based on atmospheric pressure and gravity flow conditions 
throughout the system. Relying on the Manning Formula for open channel flow, air is assumed to be 
present in the pipes and flow capacity is directly dependent on the pitch of the pipes.  
 
A siphon moves water horizontally and/or upwards through suction (negative pressure) created by 
water falling under the force of gravity in the downstream vertical sections of the pipes. The same 
effect is utilized in Siphonic roof drainage. Special Siphonic roof drains that restrict the ingress of air 
at high rainfall intensities make it possible to induce a siphon effect as water flow, with very little air 
content, reaches vertical sections of the pipe work and falls under the force of gravity. The falling 
water creates a negative pressure propagating upstream with fractions of seconds, inducing higher 
flow capacities.  
 
There was, both, a lot of interest and a lot of concern by those in attendance at the seminar. In brief, 
what I learned from the seminar was that because the Hazen Williams formula was not accurate 
enough for sizing of Siphonic drainage systems, the Darcy formula was utilized for their sizing criteria. 
Also, in Siphonic roof drainage systems both negative and positives pressures are possible. Some 
key points to remember, if you are looking into a Siphonic drainage system, are size for a velocity of 
about 3 feet per second and you will need to account for slowing of velocity and the discharge of the 
system. The entire system was balanced, requiring a calculation for each branch of piping. The height 
used for Siphonic roof drainage calculations is based on the height from a surcharged catch basin rim 
to the roof line of the building. 
 
This was only a brief overview of Siphonic roof drainage systems. I believe we will be seeing more of 
the concept in the near future, but I believe the concept has a long way to go before we see its 
implementation in design in the United States as an acceptable standard for roof drainage. If you 
would like additional information on Siphonic drainage systems, I have a handout I received at the 
seminar and would be happy to share with anyone interested in learning more on the concept of 
Siphonic Roof Drainage.   
 
Look for a synopsis of other courses I attended at the Convention in upcoming ASPE newsletters.  
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: January 2005 
Welcome back everyone and happy New Year. I hope everyone had a safe and 
happy holiday as we roll into a 2005. Our technical program this month will 
feature an in-depth review of Auto CAD. If you do not know how powerful Auto 
CAD is, this meeting is for you. If you do not know how powerful Auto Cad is, 
this meeting is for you. If you think you know everything there is to know about 
AutoCAD, this meeting is for you. For more information see the related article. 
As a reminder, the ASSE annual awards banquet will be held Saturday January 
29th at 5pm. There is still room, I’m told, so hurry and get your tickets (see John 

Nussbaum). Also, you must register for our monthly meetings, this will allow us to get a head count 
and keep costs down. The preferred method is by email to Stacey Birkenhauer. 
 
On a final note, please support our many sponsors that are in our newsletter. They help make 
everything about ASPE possible. Many of our sponsors attend these meetings so as to stay informed 
on the latest code issues and trends that affect our plumbing industry. 
 
See you at our next meeting, 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE 
 
VP Technical Report 
Wes Patton  
 
Hello everyone, I hope you are having a great new year. We are now in our second half of the 
program for this year. The January class session will feature cost estimating programs and 
computerized drafting programs (CAD), with both being the best tools of the plumbing trades. Future 
class will be sessions plumbing specialties ASSE 1016 and 1017 standards, and medical gases. We 
will be starting our Saturday classes, Please remember to pre-register for Saturday and monthly 
classes. Thank you. 
 
See you in January. 
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 Additional views and comments on my articles 
each month are welcomed and appreciated. This 
month, I would like to share with you additional 
views and comments, regarding December’s 
article on Siphonic Roof Drainage, which were 
provided to me by Mr. John M. Rattenbury, PE of 
Rattenbury Engineering, LLC. 
 
 
 
 

Additional Information, Views and 
Comments on Siphonic Roof Drainage: 
 
Bill, 
I was pleased to see your mention of siphonic roof drainage in the December newsletter of your local 
ASPE Chapter. Your recount of the seminar was very good. However, I’d like the 
opportunity to add one or two details. First, Dr. Per Sommerhein was not present at the Cleveland 
ASPE convention although his son, Michael, was. Although I had invited Per, he had been recovering 
from a recent foot operation. I was happy, however, that Michael was able to participate as he gave a 
good synopsis of siphonic roof drainage theory and prepared 
a helpful primer which served as the seminar handout. As you may recall, I spent the remainder of the 
seminar showing several examples of installed systems in the US. 
 
As you wrote, the seminar was only a brief overview of the technology. There is only so much 
information that can be presented in 60 minutes. Undoubtedly, the absence of many relevant 
details could cause anyone some concern when first contemplating the merits of this design 
technique. However, I have to disagree that the “concept has a long way to go.” This technology 
has been around for thirty years and has proliferated in the US from no representation in 1999 to 
about 5.2 million square feet of installed buildings or systems approved by local authorities to be built. 
In fact, about three projects are currently underway in Michigan. 
 
Ultimately, designing a siphonic roof drainage system is the same as designing an automatic sprinkler 
system for a building. The design process is facilitated by suitable software. Unfortunately, the 
necessary design software for siphonic roof drainage is available to only a handful of people at this 
time. I anticipate that this will change in the future. In addition, I have 
been informed that ASME has recently voted for approval a standard for siphonic roof drains. You 
said that we will be seeing more of the concept in the near future. In my opinion, the 
future is now.  
 
Thanks again for your interest. 
Regards, 
John M. Rattenbury, PE 
 
Thank you, Mr. Rattenbury, for your additional views and comments on siphonic roof drainage. 
Additional views and input from other ASPE members and individuals in the Plumbing 
Engineering field is, and will always be, welcomed and appreciated. 
 
Look for a synopsis of other courses I attended at the Convention in upcoming ASPE newsletters. 

 
 
 



248 | P a g e  

 
ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: February 2005 
I recently read that Michigan is tied with Alaska for the state with the highest 
unemployment (7.5% approx.). I hope the construction industry isn’t that bad. 
Spring is just around the corner which typically initiates the construction season. 
For the last two or three years our area has experienced some construction. 
Hopefully Detroit will turn around and we will all be busy, our board has been, 
and we are planning several events in the coming months. Please note that our 
meeting date has changed to Feb. 22 (not Feb. 15.). George Johnston (our 
current corresponding secretary), with Balfrey & Johnston will be our speaker. 

Upcoming events are as follows. ASPE Night at the Races will be held at Hazel Park Raceway, April 
8th. Dan Houlihan will be speaking in Southfield MI, on April 28th it is mandatory that you register 
your attendance to any of our regular meetings by contacting Wes Patton (VP Tech) by fax or e-mail. 
This insures an accurate dinner count. Remember, dinner is free for all ASPE members. 
  
See you soon,                                                                                                                                                                                     
Esteban Cabello, CIPE 
 
January Meeting Recap:  
                                                                                                                                                                                   
David Press and Dustin Tiemeyer from Sterling Auto Cad: and mapping software. The 24 people that 
attended the meeting brought many questions to the speakers. The meeting was a success, but 
everyone missed Ginny’s cooking! 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 2005 
March madness is here. ASPE is also here. We are in full swing and ready to 
offer two worthwhile events. The Night at the Races is coming as well as Dan 
Houlihan. Dan’s seminar is a “can’t miss” event (the last time he was in town 
was 1991). The Night at the Races in Hazel Park will be a fun time for all. I 
would like to congratulate all of the award winners from the ASSE annual 
banquet. It was nice to see some of our members as award recipients (see 
related article and pics). This month’s topic is a hot one. ASSE standard 1016 
and 1017 will be discussed. Hot water mixing valves is probably one of the most 

incorrectly sized devices in the plumbing design industry. Unchecked, hot water can harm and/or kill 
people. This meeting is a must for installers, engineers, inspectors and facility personnel. 
 
See you next time, 
Esteban Cabello, CIPE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: April 2005 
If you would like to make a difference or just get involved with ASPE, now is your 
chance. Elections will be held at our May meeting. Whether you 
want to run for an office or help out in a committee, we could use your help. All 
you have to do is email one of us on the board and we’ll take it from there. I’m 
glad that Colleen Anderson, who has over 30 years’ experience in medical 
gases, is coming back to speak on Medical Gases this month. We have had the 
privilege of having her speak before, but it has been a while. 
 

Speaking of speakers, Dan Holohan is coming in a couple of weeks and space for his presentation is 
rapidly filling and will soon be sold out, so hurry and register. On a last note, please notify us of your 
attendance to our monthly meetings. We need to get an accurate count for our dinner server as we 
cannot guess how many people will be attending, your help is  appreciated. 
 
See you next time, 
Esteban Cabello, PE, CIPE 
 

A Report on the International Plumbing Code Hearings 
Ron George, CIPE, CPD 
 
Ron George is President of Ron George Design & Consulting Services 
in Newport, Michigan. Ron has been active in the Code Study and 
Development Committee of Southeastern Michigan for several years, 
participating in numerous ICC Code Hearings. Most recently, Ron was 
appointed to serve on the ICC Residential Code 
Committee for plumbing and mechanical code. 
 
The International Codes Council (ICC) hearings were held during the 
last week of February and the first week of March, 2005 in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 
 
 
The International Code Council has done an excellent job of 

conducting code hearings in a professional manner. One of the things that they are doing well is 
bringing the code hearings to you and making the hearings accessible to everyone. They are 
broadcasting the code hearings live on the internet during the code hearings. They are basically 
producing a TV show and it includes all of the lights, cameras, operators, and the behind the scenes 
directors cutting to the camera shots of whoever is testifying or speaking at the moment.  It’s pretty 
impressive. I had the opportunity to attend in person and then a few days later I went online from 
home to listen to some additional code hearings on the energy code. 
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There are two, 18-month code change cycles for each 3 year publishing cycle of the International 
Codes. The recent hearings were the last code change hearings before the publication of the 2006 
International Codes in late 2006. 
 
Canadian Standards 
The Canadian Standards took a pretty hard hit this cycle. Many Canadian Standards were proposed 
to be added as additional product standards that various products could be listed to in 
order to be approved by the International Plumbing Code. Most of the code change proposals that 
were proposed to list the Canadian Standards were denied. The problem seemed to be the Canadian 
Standards were not always viewed as equal to the standards that are currently listed in the 
International Codes. A few of these differences were discussed by opponents and 
some code committee members stated they received only very large electronic files of the standards 
and not hard copies of the standards for review. This made it difficult for them to review all of the 
differences in the standards. Testimony seemed to reveal a concern that the Canadian Standards 
had different dimensions, tolerances or performance requirements than the standards currently 
referenced in the codes. Several commit-tee members had questions about the Canadian Standards, 
but no one was there to speak on behalf of the proposed Canadian Standards. It seems to me that 
each standard was developed in its respective region of the world and now that we have a more 
global economy, the differences in the standards are becoming more significant. For example, one of 
the staff analysis comments indicated the Canadian Standards were developed for Canadian 
Products. On the other hand, the US standards were developed for US products. The International 
Codes are supposed to be used internationally, including in Canada. It became a struggle for the 
code committee because it seemed they would have to lower the bar in some instances in order to 
allow the Canadian Standards to be listed in the International Codes. There has been an effort by the 
American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME) and the American Society of Sanitary 
Engineering (ASSE) to have a standards harmonization group to try and harmonize the standards to 
a point where the standards are acceptable in the United States and in Canada. It appears the 
standards harmonization committee has a little more work to do. This begs the question: Are US and 
Canadian standards non-standardized standards? 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: May 2005 
Our April meeting was not as well attended deal on hospital equipment and their 
requirements as it relates to medical gases. I would like to thank Colleen 
Anderson once again for her time and excellent presentation. I would also like to 
thank our generous sponsors: Dane Badgero with Nibco, Merrill Green with 
Charlotte in conjunction with Brett Young, and Tom Zimmerman of the Burke 
Agency. Our ‘Night at the Races’ was fun for 70 lucky people and Hazel Park will 
no doubt be our new home for you pony enthusiasts. I’m sure everyone had 
more luck than me, but, oh well, maybe next year. Thanks to Wes Patton for 

chairing the event. Our next meeting is our last one before summer break, but it will be an important 
meeting. We will have elections awards and learn about backflow prevention. Make sure you attend 
in order to cast your vote! 
 
 Races’ was fun for 70 lucky people and Hazel Park will no doubt be our new home for you pony 
enthusiasts.  I’m sure everyone had more luck than me, oh well, maybe next year. Thanks to Wes 
Patton for chairing the event. Our next meeting is our last one before summer break, but it will be an 
important meeting. We will have elections, awards and learn about backflow prevention. Make sure 
you attend in order to cast your vote.                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Your president, 
Esteban Cabello, PE, CIPE 
 
ICC Code Hearings 
John Nussbaum, IPP FASSE 
 
Michigan was well represented at the most recent 
International Plumbing Code Hearings. The Code 
Study and Development Committee of Southeastern 
Michigan (CSDCSM) was represented by John 
Nussbaum PMC Detroit, Carl Schroeder and Gil 
Wilkinson of the Plumbing Industry Training Center - 
Plumbers Local 98, Paul Bladdick of LPB Company, 
Barry Pines, CIPD, of C & R Plumbing and Ron 
George, CIPE/CPD, of R. George Design & Consulting 
Services. Representing The State of Michigan were  
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Henry Green, Executive Director of the Bureau 
construction codes, Robert Konyndyk, Plumbing Division 
Chief, and Wayne Jewell, head of the building 
Department, City of Southfield, Michigan.                                                                                         
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: June/July 2005 
Our May meeting concludes another year for this charter as summer begins and 
everyone enjoy warm weather. I would like to thank Cindy Zatto and VE sales for 
sponsoring the May meeting. I thank Ron Chapman for putting on an interesting 
PowerPoint pre- sensation and discussion on backflow preventers. Elections 
were held and five board members retired. I would like to recognize these five 
people for serving on the board and helping make this chapter an enjoyable and 
successful chapter. They are Wes Patton, Ron George, Brett Young, William 
Grayzar, and Doug Cryer. As you can guess, a lot of new faces will soon make 

up your new board next year. I wish everyone a safe and enjoyable summer as our new board 
prepares for the coming year.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Your president, 
Esteban Cabello, PE, CIPE 
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May Technical Program:  
Last month Ron Chapman Past President of ABPA, 
did an excellent job of covering backflow preventers. 
Ron’s presentation covered codes, standards, 
applications for the various types of back prevention 
methods and proper installation to allow for testing. 
He also showed various pictures of common 
installation problems. Thanks go out to Ron for a 
first-class Presentation. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: January 2006 
Happy New Year! I cannot believe it is 2006. We are all hoping that the new year 
brings much needed construction for Detroit and the surrounding areas. 
Although the Super Bowl is right around the corner, our city is in need of an 
expanded Cobo Hall, more down- town hotel space, more Riverfront 
developments, and the like. Our December meeting was poorly attended, how- 
ever, James Partridge, PE, gave us all an outstanding presentation on Mold and 
its many issues. ASPE will start out the new year with a timely and interesting 
topic instantaneous hot water heaters (domestic). Instantaneous hot water 

usage is widely popular in Europe and Asia (some parts) and gaining popularity here in the U.S. Its 
piping, code issues, and safety features will be covered (see related class outline and speaker bio on 
page 3). As a reminder, the ASSE Michigan Chapter annual dinner meeting and officer elections will 
take place January 28th. Contact John Nussbaum at (313) 341-7661 ext. 211 for tickets and info. 
Also, the winter ASHRAE meeting and AHR EXPO will be held in Chicago on January  23-25 (see 
ahrexpo.com for more details). As you can see, there are many events to keep you busy during the 
cold winter months, so bundle up and see you at the next meeting. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Your president, 
Esteban Cabello, PE, CIPE 
 
A Country in Need of Codes 
Michigan Man Meets with Engineers in Manila 
Newport, Michigan Residents, Ron George, President of Ron George Design & 
Consulting Services recently returned from a trip to the Philippines (www.gov.ph). 
Mr. George was invited to meet with Water Department officials in Manila and speak 
at one of their civil engineering conferences. A group of Americans were invited to 
speak to the Philippine engineers, after meeting a Philippine delegation at a code 
conference in Albuquerque, New Mexico in September of this year. The delegation included retired 
Philippine Brigadier General Francisco Bravo who is a civil engineer in Manila and is the current 
President of the Philippine Society of Sanitary Engineers (PSSE) (http://www.psse.org.ph). General 
Bravo was in the United States looking to adopt the Uniform Building Codes for use in the Philippines. 
The Philippines have had a patchwork of building codes over the years and currently because of a 
recent court order dealing with copyright infringement, the Philippines do not have any mechanical or 
plumbing codes adopted for new construction. Many of the larger projects in the Philippines are built 
to some portions of U.S. building codes. The Engineering conference Mr. George spoke at was held 
December 2-5, 2005 at the Quezon City Sports Complex in Quezon City 
(http://www.quezoncity.gov.ph), one of the sixteen or so cities that make up metro Manila. 
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Mr. George’s trip took twenty eight hours and consisted of three 
flights that took him through Portland, Tokyo and on to the 
Philippines. He said when his plane was about to land in Manila, he 
looked out his window to see smoke rising all over the city. The 
fires were from people cooking and burning trash and there was a 
noticeable layer of smoke over the city (see top photo). His first 
experience in the Philippines was stepping off the air- conditioned 
plane in Manila to have his glasses fog up from the heat and 
humidity as he inhaled the acrid smell of smoke. He was met by 

General Bravo and his driver (see left: photo of driver) at the Airport. A driver and a vehicle were 
assigned to Mr. George for the entire week. He stated he was glad he had a driver, because it would 
have been stressful trying to navigate the congested roads and read a map. Traffic in Manila is quite 
adventurous, and it was like nothing Mr. George had ever seen. On his first trip into the heart of the 
city, the roads were so crowded that often three lanes of traffic were in the space of two lanes and 
frequently there was traffic driving on the wrong side of the road when no opposing traffic was 
present. 
 
Many buildings were built right against the 
roadway and were probably built during a time 
when the oxcart was the primary mode of 
transportation. The narrow roads and minimal 
building setbacks along some of the older roads 
left very little room for parking. Motorcycles and 
bicycles zipped between the cars in traffic. They 
were constantly stopping for Jeepneys, busses, 
scooters and pedal cars that were crossing traffic 
or stopping in the roadway to pick up and drop 
off passengers. He said, “Bicycles were 
everywhere and on some of the wider roads 
people darted across traffic in a real life version 
of the video game, Frogger.” 
 
Two days before the conference, General Bravo and his wife Evelyn, took Mr. George and four other 
guests to the Island of Corregidor (corregidorisland.com) to relax and visit a Pacific War Memorial. 
They toured the former military base on Corregidor Island and had lunch at a hotel on the island. The 
next day they drove south of Manila to the City of Tagaytay (www.tagaytay.gov.ph) to see some 

sights near a local active volcano. The drive 
took about two hours and it was only about 
35 miles south of Manila. Mr. George was 
fascinated with the Jeepney vehicles that 
look like a small bus. He said they are part 
of the flavor and heritage of the  
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Philippines. Jeepney’s originated as surplus military jeeps left over from the war. The locals modified 
them into larger vehicles for transporting people. Each Jeepney driver decorates his vehicle with his 
own unique colors, slogans and ornaments. General Bravo said there is now a company 
manufacturing larger Jeepneys in the Philippines and the smaller ones are being phased out. 
 
This is the end of Part 1. Look for “A Country in Need of Codes - Part 2” in the February issue of the 
ASPE EMC News. 
 

VP TECHNICAL REPORT 
Philip McCrory 
 
This month’s topic will be on Instantaneous Water Heaters presented by Tom Guile. 
We seem to live i n an ‘Instant Age’. We have everything from instant food to instant 
messaging across the globe. It seems we have to ‘have it right now’. 
 
But, why should we learn more about this type of water heater? Well, you may find 

that you have dozens of applications where this could be useful. The advantage of instantaneous 
water heaters is because of their ‘point of use’. They take up less room, require less plumb- ing and 
would be the perfect solution for a remote kitchen sink, as an example. Everything can neatly fit 
under the counter. But, what about use for showers? Will they still work and do the whole shower? 
Or, will there be ice cubes coming out of the nozzle just after you soaped up? What about that 
weekend hot tub party? Can an instantaneous do the job? Be sure to attend this very beneficial 
presentation. For an outline of January’s tech class, see our technical class schedule on our website. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: February 2006 
It was great to see our chapter start off the year with a bang! Over 100 
contractors, engineers, and other industry professionals attended the January 
meeting. Many thanks go out to the speaker, Thomas Guile (Tagaki), and our 
sponsors George Johnston (Balfrey & Johnston) and Alan Deal (Performance 
Engineering Group). Our February meeting will cover water purification systems 
for laboratories and dialysis clinics. Thought about a new year’s resolution? How 
about getting involved with a professional organization like ASPE. There are 
many benefits; net- working, keeping abreast with the latest technologies, 

keeping up with the ever changing building codes, free dinner, and the list goes on. I encourage you 
to drop me an email or call me and maybe you will consider learning more. In the meantime, I invite 
you all (even non-members) to come to the next meeting/class (please RSVP first) to see what we 
are about. Happy sledding! 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Your president, 
Esteban Cabello, PE, CIPE 
 
A Country in Need of Codes Part 2  
Part 2 continues Ron George’s article “A Country in Need of Codes,” begun in the January of the 
ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter News. 
  

Country in need of codes was evident with accessibility 
issues. Ron noticed a lack of wheelchair ramps and 
accessible buildings; Plumbing and electrical systems were 
also lacking and in need of upgrades to bring them up to 
U.S. code requirements. Adopting building codes in the 
Philippines should help with many of these issues there did 
not seem to be any concern for worker health and safety 
issues at several work sites visited by Ron. Welders were 
wearing sandals and had no welding hoods; the welding 
was very intermittent. Mr. George said he watched a welder 
briefly using a blink method to line up his welding rod, than 
close his eyes while quickly striking an arc. High rise 
construction was being done with no safety harnesses or 
tie-offs. There was no sign of a hard hat on any of the 
construction sites visited.   
                                                                                                                                                         
During his stay Ron took lots of photos of the plumbing and 
mechanical installations in the Philippines. The pictures 
include many installations that would not  
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meet the plumbing, mechanical and electrical codes in the United States. Electricity in the Philippines 
is 220 volts with no ground plug. On numerous occasions, Mr. George noted, the lights in several 
buildings flickered or went dim. He was told by another visitor that the power in Manila is considered 
dirty power, which explained the flickering lights.  
 
In several restrooms, Ron saw signs stating 
“Water is not potable – do not drink.” While 
driving around town, the visitors observed large 
modern buildings coexisting alongside lots with 
shanty buildings made of scrap wood and tin 
with no water or plumbing facilities. Many of the 
shanty towns (see page 5 bottom photo) were 
located on the vacant space at free- way 
interchanges, under bridges and a long 
waterways. A significant portion of the people 
drew their water from nearby faucets and 
dumped their waste into ditches or drainage 
canals creating a pollution problem. 
 

One of the seminars Mr. George attended at the 
conference reported only 16 percent of the 
Philippines have public sewer systems. There are 
no licensing or training requirements for 
tradesmen like electricians and plumbers like in 
the United States. There is no building, plumbing, 
or electrical inspectors in Manila. According to 
General Bravo, the engineers are required to 
inspect their work. 

 
Ron says it was not clear at what point an 
engineer was required to seal drawings or work 
on a project. He did not get the impression an 
engineer was required for residential construction. 
If so, in that case, there would be no inspections 
for residential construction. Mr. George told 
General Bravo if the country adopts the Building 
Codes, they will also have to adopt ordinances to 
enforce the building codes and hire inspectors 
and put into place a permit process for 
construction (notice building permit in left photo). 
This will be a monumental change from what is 
currently being done. 
 
This concludes Part 2. Look for Part 3 in the 
March issue of the ASPE Eastern Michigan 
Chapter newsletter. 
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VP LEGISLATIVE REPORT                                                                                                                                                       
Barry Pines, CIPE/CPD 
Did you know when you install gas piping outdoors or on a roof it must be 3-1/2 
“above the roof or grade”. 404.7 of the International Fuel Gas Code states that “all 
piping installed outdoors shall be elevated not less than 3-1/2 above gro und and 
where installed across roof surfaces, shall be elevated not less than 3-1/2” above the 
roof surface. 
 

For Those who use some of the “Miro” pipe saddles, the smaller (1.5 and the R0 do not meet code 
requirements without using the spacers. I found this the hard way.    
 

VP Technical Report                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Philip McCrory 
We had a great meeting in January on Instantaneous Water Heaters. Many thanks 
to George Johnston for setting things up.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Thanks to Alan Deal of Performance Engineering and George Johnston of Balfrey 
& Johnston for sponsoring Our February meeting will discuss a most strange and 
mysterious fluid. This fluid is in our work place, but yet employers fail to post it in 

the MSDS Safety Sheets. Too much of it will kill you. Not enough of it will kill you. And yet you can’t  
live a week without it. It is water. It is like a mysterious spiritual life force. This tasteless odorless 
color- less fluid is essential to all life on this planet and essential to those of us in the plumbing 
industry. But we are running out of this drinkable life giving source. Currently the political forces of the 
world engage in wars to control gas and oil. Someday when all the gas and oil will be depleted from 
this planet – we can still live on as long as we have water. Perhaps an issue in the Final Battle will be 
over who will control the water – this precious resource. From everything I have read, this planet has 
about a 25 year supply of usable drinkable water. After that it we will be sucking up and treating water 
from the ocean. Already desalination plants are becoming a growing industry. 
 
This generation must respond to the needs of providing pure drinking water. This month Jeffery 
Denoncourt and Chris Yarmia will be speaking to us on the importance of water purification systems 
for labs, dialysis clinics, and importantly: drinking water quality. Mr. Jeff Denoncourt has 20 years- 
experience in Bioscience and Custom Water System Management. He has spent much time in water 
purification R & D and has a BS in Environmental Science from the University of New Hampshire. 
This is a most important meeting our-lives depend on it.           
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 2006 
It may not look it outside, but spring is right around the corner. With Spring 
comes rain and with rain you need a good roof drainage system. This month’s 
topic is roof drainage and specifically siphonic roof drainage systems, please 
see the VP Tech article (page 3) for more info. As a reminder, please email your 
reservation to the VP Tech in order for us to get an accurate count for the 
evening’s dinner. I am proud to announce that our own VP Legislative Barry 
Pines has been appointed to the committee of standard NSF 61 (National 
Sanitation Foundation Drinking Water System Components Health Effects). This 

is a great honor and responsibility, so congratulate him next time you see him. There were many 
Eastern Michigan ASPE members that received awards at the Annual ASSE banquet – Larry Keelan 
(L. Glen Shields Award - honored and recognized for his all-around support of and contributions to 
the Plumbing Industry), Alan Deal (Malcolm Wallace Award as Manufacturers’ Representative of the 
Year), and John Nussbaum, who was honored and commemorated with the inaugural “John R. 
Nussbaum Lifetime Achievement Award.” Congrats to all!    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Your president, 
Esteban Cabello, PE, CIPE 

 
A Country in Need of Codes Part 3                                                                                                                     
continues Ron George’s article, “A Country in Need of 
Codes,” begun in the January issue of the ASPE Eastern 
Michigan   
Four of five Americans invited to speak at the conference 
had become ill during the trip. Mr. George was taken to 
St. Luke’s Medical Center in Manila where he spent the 
night under observation and taking intravenous fluids. 
Ron said the care he received there was excellent. He 
said his immune system was probably not ready for 
everything he was being exposed to in the water, air and 
food in Manila. 
 
The Manila Water Department                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Manila, Water and Sewer Department. Ron has extensive 
experience designing water distribution, fire protection 
and drainage systems and he is a former  
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member of the Berlin Township Water & Sewer Board.  Ron made a presentation to the Manila Water 
Department officials, pointing out many cross connections and installations that would be considered 
code violations if the Uniform Plumbing Code they were considering was adopted in the Philippines. 
Water Department officials had many questions and Ron met with them to discuss some of their 
concerns. The Manila water department officials said most buildings have a cistern or water tank at 
each building. Water is supplied to the tank with a small fill pipe and the water drains by gravity to 
each building. 
 
While Mr. George was at the Water 
Department, he was shown a map 
displaying the water pressures in all areas 
of metro Manila. The map was color coded 
with different colors for different water 
pressure zones. (See photos of map on 
page 5.) 
 
The red areas on the map covered about 
10 percent of the Manila water company 
service area and indicated water 
pressures from zero (0) to six (6) pounds 
per square inch (PSI). About five (5) 
percent of the map was colored dark green 
and had pressures over 21 pounds per 
square inch (PSI). Over 40 percent of the 
map had no color and those areas have no 
water supply. Mr. George pointed out the 
minimum water pressure requirements in 
the Uniform Plumbing Code they were 
considering adopting is 25 pounds per 
square inch. If they are going to adopt the 
Uniform codes they will have to increase their pressures or modify the code when they adopt it. 
 
Graciano Calayan of the Manila water company said yes, they have a pressure problem. Mr. Calayan 
indicated that in the areas shaded in red the pressure drops to zero for periods of the day when there 
is a large demand for water. Ron queried the officials: How do they address water for fire flows? What 
was the minimum water main size? How far do they space the fire hydrants? Mr. Calayan explained 
that the original water distribution system was built with help from the United States military before 
and during the war. The original water distribution areas have fire hydrants at regular intervals. 
Recent extensions to that system are, primarily, just to provide potable water to the rapidly expanding 
population. The water mains are typically 2 to 4 inches in size or whatever is needed. Ron 
commented it would be unusual to find a new water main in the United States smaller than about 10 
inches because of the need for fire flows to serve fire hydrants. According to Mr. Calayan, they do not 
install fire hydrants anymore, because of the unauthorized use of water. Calayan went on to say if 
there is a need for a fire hydrant in a particular area they will install one. Mr. Calayan said they 
currently have undersized piping with low water pressures, so they do not allow water pressure 
booster pumps to be connected directly to their water system. This was perplexing, to Mr. George 
because “when you have low pressure you typically want to add a booster pump.” Mr Calayan 
explained that because they are starting with such a low pressure, the booster pumps would often 
cause a suction or negative pressure in the water main. Most people use a cistern or water tank and 
that can be filled at a slow rate without drastically lowering the water main pressure. A booster pump 
can be added to the cistern tank discharge without affecting the water main pressures.  
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General Bravo asked Mr. George to collaborate with him and water department officials on future 
projects to provide upgrades and solutions for the Manila water company.   
 
This concludes Part 3. Look for Part 4 in the April issue of the ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 
newsletter. 
 

VP TECHNICAL REPORT:  
Philip McCrory  
 
For Those of us who remember the 60’s, the country of Scandinavia contributed 
much to enhancing our culture. We, who survived the free love and peace era, owe 
our knowledge and education to the great Scandinavian arts and literature. Many a 
time us boys in the back of the junior high bus reviewed the latest Scandinavian 
photo essays. One of the boys would be lucky enough to sneak material out of his 

father’s basement workbench library for our review. As we gazed through the material, we were 
unappreciative of the fact that were living at a great historical time when the Scandinavian countries 
contributed to the world one of the greatest achievements: siphonic drainage !at that time as junior  
high boys in back of the bus, siphonic drainage was not foremost on our minds. 
 
This is a totally different type of drainage system than 
we are accustomed to. The way I figure roof drains, a 
four-inch pipe will cover most everything, so go with 
that. However, that is not the way siphonic roof 
drainage works. It takes a working knowledge of the 
system’s design and proper calculations to ensure it will 
work. Unfortunately, over the years, siphonic drainage 
has gotten a bad name due to some high profile 
failures. The cause of these failures being poor design, 
without the proper calculations. That is why ASPE has 
taken an interest and has been working on a design 
standard. In April 2005, an ASPE draft of the proposed 
standard was sent to the Main Committee for review. 
This standard addresses procedures for calculations, 
acceptable pipe materials, and performance 
requirements. 
 
We have with us, for our March speaker, Mr. John 
Rattenbury, PE of Rainwater Management Solution of 
Salem, Virginia. He has been the Project Team Leader 
for the ASME A112 Plumbing Fixtures and   Equipment 
Committee since 2002. 

 
John was appointed by the ASPE Technical Standards 
Committee to write the standard on siphonic roof 
drainage. He recently gave a seminar at the ASPE 2005 Technical Symposium in Chicago. His 
company, Rattenbury Engineering LLC, merged with Rain Water Systems, Inc. to form the Rainwater 
Management Solutions group. He was the first United States engineer to provide siphonic roof 
drainage systems engineering design service. His notable achievements are the designs of the 
siphonic roof drainage system for the Boston Conference Center and numerous IKEA stores. Come 
join us for this most important meeting and learn something new. 
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Coming in April: Julius A. Ballanco, PE                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Julius Ballanco, PE, is President of JB Engineering and Code Consulting, P.C. 
The firm specializes in code and standard consulting in the areas of plumbing, 
mechanical, life safety and fire protection engineering. Before establishing this 
firm, Mr. Ballanco was head of Plumbing and Mechanical 
Engineering for Building Official and Code Administrators (BOCA(r)) 
International, Inc. He is a well-known lecturer, having instructed over 1,500 
seminars. He serves as the Vice President – Technical for the American 
Society of Plumbing Engineers. Mr. Ballanco is also a monthly columnist in 
both Plumbing & Mechanical and PM Engineer magazines. He has authored 
Ballanco on Plumbing, the BOCA(r) National Plumbing Code Commentary and 
the Plumbing of Residential Fire Sprinklers and has also co-authored the Illustrated National 
Plumbing Code Design Manual. Mr. Ballanco serves on many national standard committees, 
including ANSI/ASME, IAPMO, ASTM, NSF, and ASSE. A graduate of Stevens Institute of 
Technology, he is both a Registered Professional Engineer and Licensed Master Plumber.  
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: April 2006 
Many thanks go to John Rattenbury, PE, for his presentation on siphonic roof 
drainage. Attendance was good and the presentation was very informative. I 
would also like to thank Sales Service Plus for sponsoring the dinner portion as 
well. A lot is happening in April. We have our meeting which will be on Venting. 
Julius Ballanco will be our speaker. Our annual Night at the Races in Hazel Park 
is on the 21st (ticket order forms are available on our web site Joe Hernandez at 
(248) 643-6222). Julius will also speak to local A/E presidents and department 
heads on the value of being a member of ASPE and getting involved. Any senior 

manager is welcome to this presentation which will be held before the general membership meeting 
on April 12th at 3:30 PM (please call George Johnston to confirm attendance). We will be having 
election of officers in May, anyone interested in getting involved in a committee please call me. 
REMINDER: Recertification on your CIPE/CPD is coming soon. We will be distributing attendance 
sheets from our monthly meetings for the past two years to help in your recertification, please come 
to the next meeting to get yours. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Your president, 
Esteban Cabello, PE, CIPE 
 
A Country in Need of Codes Part 4                                                                                                                       
Michigan Man Meets with Engineers in Manila  
   
Part4 Concludes Ron George’s Article, “A Country in Need of 
Codes” begun in January issue of ASPE Eastern Michigan 
Chapter News. 
 
In Preparation for the Philippines civil engineering conference, 
General Bravo (retired Philippine Brigadier General Francisco 
Bravo, a civil engineer in Manila, is the current President of the 
Philippine Society of Sanitary Engineers (PSSE) t ook Ron to a 
tailor shop in Manila where he had Ron measured for a Barong 
Tagalog. It is a traditional Pilipino dress shirt. The Barong is the 
Philippine   equivalent to a tuxedo in the United States. Mr. Bravo 
said every presenter at the conference wears a Barong and he 
would have one made for Mr. George. Mr. Bravo suggested an  
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expensive material that called Pino which has 
threads made from pineapples and fancy 
stitching. The tailor had it ready for Mr. George 
the next day.  
 
There were five Americans in the group that 
were invited by General Bravo to speak on 
various topics at the conference. Among the 
attendees were Jay Peters from Ontario, 
California and Dr. Stu Assay of Colorado. Jay 
Peters gave a presentation on “Uniform Codes” 
and Dr. Assay gave a presentation on “Backflow 
Prevention for Protection of Drinking Water.” 
Ron gave one presentation on “Forensic 
Engineering” and a second presentation on “A 
Fire Protection Engineer’s Analysis of the 
Collapse of the World Trade Center.”   

During the conference, Ron also met with the 
Secretary of the Interior, Angelo Reyes, who is 
also the chief fire official for the Philippines (see 
photo on page 5). Mr. George and 
representatives from the International Association 
of Plumbing & Mechanical Officials (IAPMO), who 
publish the Uniform Mechanical Code, met with 
the Engineer Vincente V. DeGuzman, PE, 
National President of the Philippine Society 
Mechanical Engineers (see photo on page 5). 
They discussed the possibility of adoption the Uni 
form Mechanical Code in the Philippines.   
Ron expressed gratitude to General Bravo for the 

unique experience and opportunity to speak at 
their conference. He was overwhelmed with the 
generous hospitality of General Bravo and 
many others. The trip also gave Ron a special 
appreciation for our plumbing, water and sewer, 

and electrical systems and our building 
codes in the United States. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: May 2006 
I would like to start off by First thanking Julius Ballanco for his presentation on 
venting. Over 60 people attended the meeting which included an update on 
Society news and the upcoming convention in Tampa, Florida in October. I 
would also like to thank Barry Pines and John Nussbaum for coordinating 
Julius’s arrival and accommodations. This month’s meeting will be our last 
meeting of the year (summer break) and it is election night. I will be stepping 
down as your President. It has been a rewarding experience and at the same 
time challenging. Without the help and friendship from my fellow board 

members, our chapter woul not have been successful. I feel that ASPE has and will continue to 
provide quality seminars and speakers for our plumbing community. Before last month’s meeting, 
Julius spoke to several engineering department managers on what ASPE could do for them. I am 
confident that the feedback will help our chapter in many ways. This month’s meeting will be about 
seismic restraints and supports. John Nussbaum attended this same seminar hosted by K. L. McCoy 
& Associates and decided to sign Werner Stebner up to speak to your chapter.  
 
In closing, I wish everyone a safe and happy summer and I’ll see you at the next meeting. Hasta la 
vista!     
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Your president, 
Esteban Cabello, PE, CIPE 
 
New ASSE Application Guide 
Cross Connection Protection Devices 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Assembly-Application & Selection is a much needed tool for the design Professional, specification 
writer, contractor, estimator, purchasing agent, installer, tester, inspector and educator. 
Potential hazards (high hazards/low hazards) may “backflow” into a potable water distribution system 
from either an actual or a potential cross connection, causing serious property damage, illness or 
death. Prevention of backflow hazards can be avoided by the selection of proper devices and or 
assemblies.  
 
The intent of this manual is to assist in the education of selecting the applicable backflow device, or 
assembly standard, based on the “degree of hazard” and type of backsiphonage (back pressure) 
present. This manual includes all the current ASSE and ANCI listed backflow  
assemblies are included, recognized in US Model Codes. Easy to read tables, charts, pictures, 
diagrams and assemblies are included.  
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Two members of the Southeastern Michigan Code Study and Development Committee, Paul Bladdick 
and Carl Schroeder, served on the committee that is responsible for this publication. Members of 
ASSE Michigan Chapter may purchase this publication for $15.00 per copy. Copies can be 
purchased by calling John Nussbaum or Cassandra Mudloff at MCA Detroit. 
 

April Tech Class – Venting                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Ballanco Delivers a Great Seminar! 
It comes as no surprise that Julius Ballanco (left) drew a good crowd for the April 
12th tech class on “Venting to the Michigan Plumbing Code.” Over 60 attendees 
were on hand to listen and get their questions answered. Special thanks to 
Julius for a great program. Also, special thanks to Wes Patton for providing 
photos of our tech classes for the newsletter throughout the season. 
 
VP Legislative Report;  
Barry Pines, CIPE/CPD                                                                                                     
It has recently come to my attention from a Michigan Boiler 

Inspector, that the “Tjernlund Auto-Draft Inducers” models DJ3, D-3, I, IL, Xl and HD 
do not meet the Michigan Code. It seems that the units in Question are listed by a 
third party agency, but they are not labeled. According to the 2003 Michigan 
Mechanical and the National Fuel Gas Codes “all devices for installation in Michigan 
MUST be both Listed and Labeled.” Apparently, most Mechanical, Inspectors, 
Contractors, Engineers etc. haven’t been aware of the problem because they have been using, 
Specifying and approving the installations for years, myself included. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: August/September 2006 
Change is on the way! Every day there is something new or different 
happening in the Plumbing and Piping Industry. Beginning in September 
2006 through May 2007, our program year promises to be an exciting and 
beneficial year in educational opportunities for you, the design professional, 
draftsman, master or journey plumber, code official / inspector and 
manufacturer representative. We are endeavoring to help you stay on top of 
these changes. Please note we are returning to our regular third Tuesday of 
the month meeting night. All meetings will be State of Michigan and ASPE 
accepted for credits whether you are an Inspector (Act 54) or CIPE / CPD. 
The meetings will continue to be held at the new Plumbing Industry Training 

Center on 1911 Ring Drive in Troy, Michigan. 
  
Something new has been added, there will be a Plumbing Design Class preceding our normal dinner 
meeting. We recognize there is a need for those who wish to become more proficient in their 
respective job positions, as well as those who wish to become involved in a new career, that of a 
plumbing designer. These plumbing design classes will begin at 4:15 pm and run to 5:30 pm. The 
classes will be, for the most part, from the ASPE Data Book Chapters. A related plumbing exercise 
will be given during each class and calculators may be used. Each attendee will receive a certificate 
of completion after each class. There will also be some specialty classes offered in 2007. Watch for 
them in the Chapter newsletters and on our website for time, place and the date.  
 

Dinner will be from 5:30 pm till 6:15 pm, followed by our lineup of well-known presenters. The dinner 
meetings will end at 8:30 pm. Dinner reservations must be made in advance so the caterer will know 
how many to prepare for on a given evening. Dinners are provided free for members of ASPE, ASSE 
or MBPA. A nominal fee may be charged to non-members. If a manufacturer’s representative, 
sponsoring a table display, should invite a non-member on the night he is displaying his wares, the 
non-member shall not have to pay for their dinner.  
 

I urge you to watch for this season’s program flyers and syllabuses, which will be available in late 
August; they will feature the speakers and their topics. I am sure there is something that will entice 
you to come and partake of this educational opportunity. I will be looking forward to meeting you on 
Chapter meeting nights.  
 
I hope each of you are enjoying a great summer of fun and relaxation and will come back in the fall 
well rested and ready to take advantage of our continued educational offerings. 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: October 2006 
In the January/February 1996 issue of PM Engineer they ran an article titled 
“On the Relationship Between Master Plumber and Plumbing Design 
Professionals”, some of you may have read it. Here it is 2006 and we are still 
being informed that the drawings and specifications coming from some of the 
A&E firms are not meeting the intent of plumbing codes and standards. This 
is being pointed out by contractors, plan reviewers, estimators and the 
installers of plumbing and mechanical systems.  
 
While the plumbing design professional is educated on the sciences and 
formulas dealing with systems, it is felt that he or she may not be proficient in 

the interpretation and application of plumbing codes and standards that regulate the installation of 
plumbing and mechanical systems. Codes are responsible to control the design, installation and 
quality of materials used in construction. The intent of codes and standards is to provide minimum 
standards to safeguard the property, health and safety for the public’s welfare.  
 
Keeping this in mind those responsible for doing the plumbing design (drawings) and specification 
work needs to know how to use the current code books and standards that regulate construction. 
More important is making sure these books are available and current to the user.  
 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE is covering plumbing code in the plumbing design classes 
taking place from 4:15 pm till 5:30 pm on meeting nights (see page 4 - “Design Handbook Class”). 
We are also planning on a four-hour seminar “Interpretation and Application of Plumbing Codes and 
Standards”. This will happen when the new Michigan Plumbing Code has been published, adopted 
and available.  
 
The Code Study and Development Group of Southeastern Michigan will provide four hours of pointing 
out the differences between the 2003 and 2006 Michigan Plumbing Code when the code is published 
and accepted for sale.  
 
Our intent is to help you through educational programming designed to improve the drawings and 
specifications prior to releasing them to the construction industry. As you can see, the chapter is off 
and running to provide our members with a great 2006-2007 educational program year. The chapter 
board has improved the schedule and, thanks to Mary Chapman, the newsletter. Other improvements 
include the program brochure you received, again thanks to Mary Chapman. Thanks to Cindy Zatto 
and George Johnston II, we now have a chapter member directory. Joe Hernandez and Gil Wilkinson 
instructed the first plumbing design class taught from the ASPE  
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Plumbing Engineering Design Handbook, commencing at 4:15 PM and ending at 5:30 PM. These 
classes are open to those wishing to take advantage and improve their skills.  
 
The chapter is offering sponsors a new opportunity to promote their products. You may reserve a 
classroom from 4:15-5:30 PM on our meeting nights to introduce a new product. Or, if you’re an 
engineer who wants to put a program on just for your company, you can reserve a room to do so by 
calling John Nussbaum at (248) 866-1400. First come first served. I need to know well in advance if 
you plan to reserve a room, at least 30 days ahead of time.  
 
In closing I wish to thank all our Affiliate Manufacturers’ Representatives for their past support and 
hopefully for their continued support in the 2006-2007 Seasons. 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
Codes Merger Halts, 
Editor’s note: The ICC Code Community has had an increasingly strong reaction to the possible 
merger of IAPMO and ICC with the intent of having one national plumbing code and one national 
Mechanical code. Henry Green president of the International Code Council was persuaded to 
withdraw from this joint venture for the time being. The following is a letter in which Mr. Henry I. 
Green, President, explains the decision of the ICC Board of Directors. 
 
Dear Members, Partners and Stakeholders,                  
 
First and foremost, thank you for your valuable input in the proposed joint venture between the 
International Code Council (ICC) and International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials 
(IAPMO) to create a single plumbing code and a single mechanical code. Your review of the proposal 
put forth by ICC and IAPMO was instrumental in assisting the ICC Board of Directors in making 
decision that reflected the desires of our membership. 
 
After review and consideration of significant feedback from ICC members, it was clear to the Board 
that the joint venture, as first proposed, would not be acceptable without further modification. Issues 
of concern included the code development process, committee balance, the base document for the 
codes and ownership of the proposed joint codes. The ICC Board responded to those concerns and 
shared its position with IAPMO. They have responded indicating they are not in a position to entertain 
the points outlined in ICC’s latest offer. This marks an end to the earnest effort to combine the value 
of the Uniform Plumbing Code and Uniform Mechanical Code into one a fundamental concept of a 
ICC’s single, coordinated family of codes. 
 
This was not just a dollar and cents proposal, but rather it addressed the real issues of adoption 
efforts that have caused communities much stress in determining which codes should be adopted in 
their jurisdictions. This joint venture was embarked upon to develop a single set of codes for every 
ones benefit. Less code confusion provides uniformity in the industry, reduces construction cost, and 
allows ICC to turn more of its focus toward members’ needs and services. 
 
Again, thank you for your input in these important discussions. As a member-focused organization, 
your feedback and contributions were key to the Board of Directors navigating these discussions with 
IAPMO. Your voice has reaffirmed that ICC’s mission continues to embody the development of a 
single set of comprehensive, coordinated codes and standards. 
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 ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: November 2006 
I wish to take this opportunity to invite our affiliates the manufacturer’s 
Representatives to take a more active role this year in support of the chapter. 
During the 2005-2006 Season, we had a decline in both our advertising, 
which supports the newsletter and table- top displays, which supports our 
dinner meetings. We count on these events to be self-supporting and put a 
little money in the bank to allow us to offer a good dinner at the monthly 
meetings. When needed, this is used to subsidize a guest speaker or special 
event. We count on the money to be available for helping to defray the cost 
of sending our delegates to the ASPE national convention as well as   those 
of our members serving on important ASPE national committees, such as the 

legislative committee that deals with the national plumbing code. Though ASPE provides money 
toward airfare, does not cover hotel or other expenses incurred by the delegates, committee 
members or your president.  Eastern Michigan Chapter, over the years, has helped out with a subsidy 
set and approved by the board of directors, keep in mind, these people are those who serve you by 
day, week and monthly to keep the chapter running. They are unpaid volunteers that give of their time 
and recourses and in most instances are depriving their family of this valuable time. 
 
Speaking of the Manufacturer’ Representatives they deserve all our gratitude and thanks for their 
contributions to the   new Plumbing Industry Training Center where we are privileged to hold our 
monthly board and general meetings at no cost to the ASPE, ASSE or MBA chapters. The Reps 
occupy display cases and literature racks in the lobby area monthly, so make sure to go over and 
check them out when you are in the building. If you are a Rep wanting to display (its free) call 
(248)585-1435 or go see the Director Carl Schroeder and get on the list. 
 
Our ASPE and ASSE chapters over the years through their co-operation and working together are 
providing you with the best educational opportunities and programing available. Many are dual 
members and serve on both boards they also deserve our thanks for jobs well done. 
 
Again, I wish to thank all our Affiliate Manufacturer’s Representatives for their past support and 
hopefully for their continued support this 2006-2007 Season. 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: December 2006 
Despite the Thanksgiving holiday and hunting season, the November 21, 
2006 general membership meeting and storm drainage design classes were 
well attended. ASPE’s newly elected International President Julius Ballanco 
was our guest speaker. Julius attended the Chapter board of directors 
meeting and gave an overview of where the society is financially and looking 
ahead to what we may expect to happen over the next couple of years. He 
spoke about the ASPE Plumbing Systems & Design magazine not getting 
enough advertising to carry the cost of production and distribution in order to 
break even. Julius indicated this subject was going to be the prime concern 
of the board of directors meeting in January of 2007. He did not indicate 

whether or not we would continue on our own or look to other alternatives that would be up to the 
new board of directors. Julius spoke about each ASPE member getting out and bringing in a new 
member and try to double the membership over the next couple of years. He also told the board that 
dues rebate checks would continue to come monthly to the ASPE chapters. Between now and April 
the four new educational programs on DVD would be available for sale. 
 
Julius Ballanco was his usual self in presenting his presentation on the different types of Roof 
drainage systems. He answered the attendee’s questions as he went along and held their interest 
throughout his PowerPoint presentation, citing the pros and cons of each method. The 19-page 
handout was a useful tool for the attendee to leave with. The engineers in attendance were 
astonished to find out that Controlled Flow Roof Drainage was in the national and state plumbing 
codes. Controlled flow allows for ponding and is necessary on some roofs.  
 
On the subject of the failed IAPMO/ICC code joint merger attempt, PM Engineer ran a “Guest 
Commentary” by Jay Mundy in response to Guy Tomberlin’s thoughtful commentary of September 6, 
2006. It’s worth reading and may inspire some to rethink their positions and start talking again. You 
must read with an open mind and realize that Jay Mundy is a past board member of IAPMO. Some of 
Mr. Mundy’s quotes from Guy Tomberlin are partly taken out of context. However, he is passionate 
about the two sides getting together for another attempt at reconsidering their positions and doing 
some compromising to reach their goal for a national plumbing and mechanical code. 
 
Your President,  
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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November Tech Program, Storm Drains  
Storm Drainage - Design Options: In the design of storm drainage systems, the engineer can choose 
between standard, controlled flow, or siphonic. What are the differences? Which is best for your 
project? What rain fall rate should you consider? What about secondary or emergency overflow? All 
these areas of storm drainage design will be discussed at this enchanting program. The new ASPE 
Design Standard on Siphonic Roof Drainage will also be introduced. The storm drainage failures that 
have resulted from improper design will also be reviewed. Areas of concern, what to avoid and how to 
provide the proper design for your client will be addressed. Julius Ballanco, PE, President of JB 
Engineering and Code Consulting, PC, will be coming to us this month as the newly elected ASPE 
President, where he most recently served as the ASPE Technical Vice President. President Ballanco 
is well known and respected throughout the plumbing industry and has been a frequent speaker at 
our meetings and good friend to our chapter. 

 
 
 
 
                                                                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



285 | P a g e  

 
ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: January 2007 
Considering the December meeting was during the week preceding the 
Christmas holiday, we still had a good turnout with about a third of the 
membership present. The design class continues to draw people to it and the 
manufacturers’ representatives were in abundance with tabletop displays of 
their products. We thank them for their generosity.  
 
The board of directors meeting dealt with questions that have been proposed 
by Society President Julius Ballanco and affiliate board member, Billy Smith. 
President Ballanco, in his December newsletter article, mentioned having 
more local chapters’ participation for “grass roots” budget meetings that were 

started under the presidency of Larry Oliver or dropping them for lack of participation. It seems that 
only twelve chapters (the larger chapters) participated. Julius is proposing a web cast format on a 
Saturday when people can join in from home or office. Our board of directors favor the idea and 
would like to be part of the process from the training center or from the board room of MCA Detroit, 
should the web cast take place. The other hot issue that was discussed at the Society level was that 
of corporate memberships. The board, after hearing the pros and cons, concluded this would be 
detrimental to the local chapters as well as the Society, but decided to take the issue to the 
membership at the general membership meeting. Paul Bladdick explained the issues, the board 
discussion and recommendation, after answering questions from the floor, a vote was held on the 
issue of corporate memberships. The chapter membership concurred with the board and said no to 
corporate memberships.  
 
Tempered Water: Cindy Zatto raised an issue from the Western Michigan Chapter, who were 
considering challenging the proposed language pertaining to R 408.30735 hot water supply required. 
Section; 607.1., the proposed 2006 Michigan Plumbing Code concerning ASSE 1070 as referenced 
in chapter 13 of the code. She was informed that 1070 wordage allows for single or multiple fixtures 
be covered under the ASSE 1070 standard. The board had no problem with the proposed Michigan 
code language which was left in to cover the aged and the very young, spelling out the facilities 
identified in subdivision (a) to (h) of the sub rule. Paul Bladdick and Barry Pines will be representing 
the Code Study and Development Group of Southeastern Michigan at the public hearings on January 
17, 2007 in Lansing Michigan.  
 
Mixing Valves - “It’s a Numbers Game”: ASSE Standards Coordinator Shannon Corcoran’s 
presentation, covering the history, applications and criteria of ASSE’s Standards 1016, 1017,  
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January 2007 
1062, 1066, 1069, 1070 and 1071, went over big with the 
attendees. Her handout is a useful guide for the design 
professional, contractor, and those empowered to make 
selections of hot water mixing valves based on use and 
determined by local and state plumbing codes.  
 
Doug Cryer talked about domestic hybrid system technology 
and design. What it is, application, common materials from PE 
to PEX and its relationship in connection to applicable 
plumbing codes. His PowerPoint presentation and handout, 
again, were informative. However, you need a magnifier to 
read it. 
 
Your President,  
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
Design Handbook Class;                                                                                                                                                                  
Compliments the Plumbing Design Classes 
 
September’s early Plumbing Design Class Started off as 
expected with a good turn out and was hailed a success by 
those in attendance. Kudos, go to Joe Hernandez and Gil 
Wilkinson, who are the design class instructors for the 
2006/2007 classes. Joe Hernandez is a department head at 
SSOE and Gil Wilkinson teaches plumbing code at the 
Plumbing Industry Training Center in Troy, Michigan. Joe 
teaches plumbing design from the “ASPE Plumbing 
Engineering Design Handbook” (formerly the ASPE Data 
Book) and Gil covers the related plumbing code. The first 
class covered venting of soil and waste systems. Gil’s 
animated code presentation drew lots of praise from those 
who attended the class. This was the first time his program 
was presented to a mixed audience. If you missed this this first 
class, why not come to the next and see what the excitement 
is about. This is a great way to prepare for ASPE’s 

Certification in Plumbing Design. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: February 2007 
THANKS to our manufacturers’ representatives for their continued support 
with tabletop displays and getting the word out. We had a good turn out 
again at the January general meeting.  
 
Highlights from the board meeting: CompUSA will be administering the 
2007 CPD examination on Saturday, April 21, 2007. The exam will start 
promptly at 2:00 PM (Eastern Standard Time), check-in time is at 1:00 PM. 
Registration for the exam opened January 5, 2007 and the official deadline is 
April 6, 2007. The testing fee for a member is $375.00, for a nonmember it’s 
$575.00. The exam will 

consist of 100 multiple-choice questions. A CPD 
practice exam will be available online in February 
2007. Our board of directors voted to have the 
membership vote on the proposed changes to the 
2006 Michigan Plumbing Code at the general 
membership meeting following the board meeting. 
The membership voted to approve the 2006 Michigan 
Plumbing Code proposals. Congratulations to Alan 
Deal, PE, of Performance Engineering Group, who 
was selected to receive the ASSE John E. Matthews 
Engineer of the Year award at their annual meeting in January. Some members of the board 
indicated they would be willing to take part in the grassroots web cast conference regarding the 
ASPE budget for 2007-2008 fiscal year. This will occur March 17, 2007 from 11:00 AM till 2:00 PM. 
The MCA Detroit board room will be used by the Eastern Michigan Chapter to take part in this event. 
A discussion took place regarding the ASPE Plumbing System & Design Magazine. There were those 
who indicated it was not worth continuing to publish, since the magazine is a losing proposition with 
other plumbing engineering publications available. In my opinion, I feel it was and is a good 
publication, however, not as a money-losing venture. I offered up the idea that ASPE change the 
format to that of an educational magazine aimed at those individuals wishing to become CIPEs and 
CPDs as well as those college students who are taking courses to become professional engineers 
specializing in HVAC and Plumbing. It could become a valuable tool in their studies. Barry Pines 
suggested a magazine name change to just plain ASPE. I believe that this could be an answer to the 
dilemma. This publication would carry subjects that appear on the CPD exam such as “Gathering 
Information”, “Administration”, “Design”, “Specification” and “Construction Services”. Questions would 
be answered in the following issue. This has been a successful tactic in Drinking Water & Backflow 
Prevention magazine.  
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General membership meeting: Fifty-seven persons were in attendance for Alan Deal’s “Domestic 
Hot Water System Sizing” PowerPoint presentation. The presentation included Hot Water 
Terminology, Sizing Formulas, Equipment Options and Selections, References and Resources and 
the Elements of Hot Water. Other handouts were from the Michigan Department of Agriculture (“Food 
Establishment Plan Review Manual”), a calculation guide sample used for a  
 
Mervyn’s / Starbucks, and a Tank vs. Tankless Energy Savings comparison guide, “Saves Energy. 
Save Money”. Comments of interest regarding tankless water heaters follows: By the manner in 
which we use hot water, they (tankless) work great for a single task such as showering or bathing. 
However, they have their limitations when it comes to multitasking such as running a dishwasher or 
clothes washer and trying to shower. People in Europe are not accustomed to multitasking as we are, 
so tankless works well for them or, in our case, second homes such as cottages where tankless 
becomes the answer for their domestic hot water needs.  
 
The speakers thus far, beginning with the September meeting, have had meaningful handouts for 
those in attendance to take with them.  
 
February - Venting as we do it in Michigan: Bob Konyndyk will tell you how to meet code. Joe 
Hernandez will cover venting in the early design class from 4:15 till 5:45 PM using the ASPE data 
book.  
 
Night at the Races: Scheduled for Hazel Park Raceway on Friday, May 11, 2007. Tickets include 
dinner and racing for the low price of $25.00 per person. Bring your wives and guests...let’s socialize 
together for an evening of fun. 
 
Your President,  
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 2007 
Our manufacturers’ representatives were extremely pleased with our turn out 
as the dinner count went past 80 people. Well attended meetings bring out 
the best in everyone, the speakers, table-top sponsors and of course the 
board of directors, who put the year’s program together. Joe Hernandez’s 
first year of plumbing design classes moved into Gil’s classroom and more 
than likely will continue in that setting. I left the meeting early due to feeling 
ill, so I missed Robert Konyndyk presentation. I did get feedback, however, 
that his presentation stayed with the 2003 Michigan Plumbing Code because 
that is what we are still under. The 2006 Michigan Codes are not expected to 
be published prior to September of this year. The Code Study and 

Development Group of Southeastern Michigan is planning a Michigan Continuing Education 2006 
Michigan Plumbing Code Seminar in mid-October at St. John’s Banquet & Conference Center in 
Southfield, Michigan. Robert Konyndyk will be the presenter with hand-outs and large screen visuals. 
A tentative date of Thursday, October 18th, has been set aside for the seminar. This meeting will be a 
five-hour accredited program, approved for those who need the CEUs to renew their Contractor, 
Master or Journey Plumber licenses. The registration fee and code book costs have yet to be 
determined. 
 
We, the ASPE EMC officers and directors, need more participation from the engineering community 
at these monthly educational meetings, especially at the board level, if the Eastern Michigan Chapter 
of ASPE is to continue as a vibrant group. New people are needed to bring new ideas and energy to 
the table. There are current board members who say they will not be back next year. It is time for 
some of you to come forward and become the next generation of ASPE leaders. 
 
Highlights from the board and general membership meetings: Paul Bladdick, president of MBPA, 
spoke of a First Alert to the ASSE Standards 1047 and 1048 Fire Protection Detector Assemblies that 
are now here. They look different, they test different, they are different, and they are legal. The March 
2004 ASSE Series 5000 should have the errata sheets correcting the test procedures for 1047 & 
1048. If not, they may be obtained by calling ASSE at (440) 835-3040. MBPA will hold their spring 
educational conference at the Plumbing Industry Training Center on March 19,2007. Registration 
begins at 7:30 AM. 
 
PLEASE NOTE a correction to last month’s report of the Night at the Races. The cost is $30.00 per 
person or $175.00 per table of 6. The date is May 11, 2007 at Hazel Park Raceway. The Code  
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Study and Development Group will be in support of having IAPMO removed from CSA standards that 
are not equal to American standards, to keep the playing field equal. We are talking about  
equal to ASSE and ASME standards. Plumbing design professionals, contractors and owners at the 
general membership meeting filled out the survey sent out by Julius Ballanco and Norman Parks 
regarding Waterless Urinals; these were mailed back to the Society on February 23, 2Again I wish to 
thank all those who help make our meetings a success…the board, Ginny our caterer, the 
manufacturers and their representatives and you, our loyal members.                                                                                                                                           
 
Your President,  
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
VP Legislative Report                                                                                                                                                      
Barry Pines, CP   
                       
On February 27th, 2007, State plumbing Board held their regular scheduled 
meeting in Okemos, MI, on the agenda for this meeting was MWI 
(mwipipe.com),a Chinese cast iron manufacturer, attempting to get State 
approval for the installation of their pipe and fittings in Michigan. 
 
MWI was represented by Larry and Keith Jansen of Metro Pipe in Chesterfield, 
MI, Attorney Mark Peyser, Julius Ballanco PE and a court recorder. Also in 
attendance were Northern California’s Regional Representative of CISPI (Cast Iron Soil Pipe Institute 
(cispi.org)) William Le Van, Plumbing Board Chairman Duane Branch, Board member Dave Jones 
and Mike Gabor, Chief of the Plumbing Division Bob Konyndyk (no quorum), an assortment of State 
employees and a few members of the Public, myself included. 
 
Mr. Ballanco presented documents showing that the materials in question met AST ”A888” Standard 
for cast Irion Soil Pipe. Mr. Le Van refuted most of what Julius had to say except that he never stated 
that the materials did not meet the standard. Mr. Konyndyk was not satisfied with the documentation 
and stated that he wanted the manufacturer’s Qualification Control Manual was privileged and that it 
would not be forthcoming and that the State was not entitled to it. 
 
After about half hour of testimony by Mr. Ballanco and Mr. Le Van and an assortment of questions by 
Mr. Peyser, they were still without a resolution on the issue. In obvious frustration, the contingent from 
MWI left and the Board Continued on with its business. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: April 2007 
 
From the Board Meeting: The Board of Directors voted to back the State of 
Michigan’s Fire Marshals in their attempt to get fire protection (sprinkler 
systems) into the 2006 Michigan Residential Building Code, sighting life 
safety and the many people, including children, who die in house fires each 
year. Paul Bladdick and Barry Pines are on the ASSE Series 7000 working 
group. This working group is writing a standard for residential fire protection. 
The March issue of PM Engineer has two articles about residential fires, “A 
Paradigm Shift” and “Piping a Residential Sprinkler System.” Both articles 
are worthy of your time to read them. George Johnston said he would do a 

mass e-mailing and faxing regarding ASPE Night at the Races coming up at the Hazel Park Raceway 
on Friday, May 11, 2007. The Board agreed to have the election of the 2007/2008 Officers & 
Director’s at the April membership meeting instead of May’s meeting, reasoning was due to all the 
activity that will be taking place at the May meeting dealing with Medical Gases. A demonstration of 
pipe fabrication will take place in the shop area including a design class by Joe Hernandez and 
demonstrations of how the different tools and equipment are used in our newly built functional 
mockup hospital. Following dinner, our guest speaker, Ed Lyczko from the Cleveland Clinic has a 
great presentation on the subject of medical gases.  
 
General Membership Meeting: Barry Pines and I gave a brief overview of the Grass Roots Budget 
Meeting we attended through a web cast hook up with the Society on St. Patrick’s Day. Jeffrey 
Ingerston, one of our evening speakers and the Society secretary treasurer, answered questions 
regarding member dues, expenditures and the magazine. He indicated the board was meeting in 
April and he would rather not make any predictions to what the ASPE Board will do with the finance 
committee recommendations. I did mention that the CPD exam will be given two days this year, April 
20th and the 21rst. If you are registered for the exam, you will be notified of the time and place. 
Those of you who are CIPE designated must send a letter stating that you accept the CPD 
designation and that you understand you must get your CEU credits every two years to keep your 
CPD certification. You will get CEUs when attending our local chapter meetings. Those of you who do 
not choose to “grandfather in” will need to retake the CPD exam.  
 
Fuel Gas Systems: Those plumbing engineers, contractors and installers (journey plumbers) and 
inspectors who attended the meeting learned a great deal about Gastight the System is the Solution 
(CSST) and Pro Press G, to install Cu tubing for natural gas, LP gas and fuel oil applications. Jeffrey 
L. Ingerston and Doug Cryer were outstanding in their presentations. It was interesting to hear that all 
these systems are propriety systems. We will have the other manufacturers of similar systems do a 
presentation of their products at another meeting. All these systems are code approved to the 
manufacturers’ installation manuals or in the case of Gastight System, their Design & Installation 
Guide which is written as a standard. Each attendee received a slide rule to desired CSST Length 
(fit). Again, thanks to our sponsors, Gastight Systems, Lozuaway & Associates Inc. and Viega. 
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Your President,  
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 

 
April Tech Program                                                                                                                                                                                              
Back Flow / Cross Connection 
 
Paul Bladdick has been the plumbing industry since 1966 and a Master Plumber and contractor since 
1978. His company the LPB Co. Inc. has specialized in cross connection control and backflow 
Protection since 1992. Paul is certified to install, repair and test backflow preventers in 14 states. He 
is qualified as an instructor and proctor for backflow prevention courses. He is the current President 
of the Michigan Backflow Prevention Association and active of ABPA-National. He is past president of 
ASSE- Michigan chapter and candidate for third vice president of the International Association. He 
currently is a member of all technical backflow Committees. He writes a regular column for Plumbing 
Standards magazine and has contributed articles for all the major trade magazines. Paul is a regular 
speaker at the various trade educational seminars including the 2006 ASPE conference in Tampa 
Florida. 
 
Program:                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Backflow Prevention Assemblies-How-Why-Where-This is an in depth, hands-on class to allow 
participation an opportunity to actually to take a backflow preventer apart, see how it works as well as 
why and where they must be installed. An inter-active video program will be used to show what 
happens when certain things are done to a backflow preventer. The Plumbing Industry Training 
Center wet lab will be used to allow for actual testing, disassembling, assembling and simulated 
repair of working assemblies.     
 
Representatives of the different makes and models will be on hand to answer specific questions 
regarding the mechanics of their particular products. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: May 2007 
From the boardroom: I reminded the board members that we must look to 
the future by seeking new people to serve on the board. If this ASPE chapter 
is to continue as a vibrant and successful chapter then it must seek out those 
individuals who possess leadership qualities and bring them forward to be 
mentored in the running of a successful chapter. New people bring new ideas 
and experiences that are necessary to further the development of the 
chapter. This chapter has been blessed over the years with a varied group of 
individuals from the Plumbing Industry, Plumbing Design Professionals, 
Contractors, Manufacturers Representatives and Labor. You re-elected the 
current board members for another year at the April 17th general 

membership meeting. Each member of this group would like to mentor someone throughout the 
2007-2008 year. Please volunteer or come forward with your recommendations of persons who might 
make good candidates for board positions. We are in dire need of PE’s and CPD’s as well as 
Contractors. Please contact anyone on the board, if interested yourself or with the name of your 
recommended candidate. Remember there are some of us who will not be returning to the board for 
the 2008-2009 year.  
 

Education for September 2007 through May 2008: The Plumbing Design Class will be elevated to 
a higher level / standard to meet the needs of the design professional and design build Contractor. 
Again, this class will begin at 4:15 p.m. and finish at 5:45 p.m. The board will meet in June for a 
planning session for programming of the September 2007 through May 2008 monthly educational 
meetings. If you would like to participate, contact any of us. We not only welcome your attendance 
but will make sure you are in the loop for meeting time and location. Or, if you just want to suggest or 
recommend a program, contact me between now and the end of May. Dave Jones of the John E. 
Green Company has suggested we do a Green Building design this year. The April 17th design class 
and general membership meeting dealt with backflow prevention. Some of you commented that the 
subject matter, though timely, needed a little more information in the area of diagrams and design 
information both on the domestic side as well as the fire protection side. A point well taken. Paul 
Bladdick presentation did deal with the codes and standards.  
 
Night at the Races: Do not forget May 11,2007 at Hazel Park. The festivities will begin at 6:00 p.m. 
with dinner at 6:30 p.m. The first race is at 7:40 p.m. I hope to see many of you there. I wish you all a 
great summer on behalf of myself and your board of directors and look forward to seeing you at our 
September meeting. 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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May Tech Program - Medical Gas 
 
Edward Lyczko is a Master Plumber, who served his apprenticeship with Cleveland Plumbers Local 
No. 55, who has been employed by Cleveland Clinic for 30 years-18 as the Plumbing Supervisor. The 
Cleveland clinic is a 1000 bed national health care referral center. For the 11th consecutive year its 
Heart Center has been rated No. 1 throughout the US for exceptional innovation, quality and 
percentage of positive patient outcomes. Mr. Lyczko is a major national and international force in 
promoting the continual improvement of health care patient safety regarding all disciplines of piped 
anesthesia / medical gas distribution systems. He has published many articles in these regards in 
trade magazines. Along with being published globally (including Australia and New Zealand), his 
article,” The Human Factors of Piped Anesthesia/ Medical Gas Systems Patient Safety” is referenced 
on the websites of the National Patient Safety Foundation (npsf.org), the National Library of Medicine 
and the National Institute of Health (ncbi,.nlm.nih.gov) and Base Documentaire (bdsp.tm.fr France,). 
For the past two years he has written his own column regarding medical gas industry innovations in 
“Plumbing Standards“ magazine the official publication of the American Society of Sanitary 
Engineering. 
 
Program: 
 
Mr. Lyczko will give a brief history on Medical Gas and Vacuum Systems in the US, Where we were 
back then, and where we are today. Differences1999 NFPA 99C edition and the 2005 edition of the 
NFPA 99C, which is in 2006 Michigan Plumbing Code. There will be a hands-on demonstration on 
the brazing of med gas distribution piping. A walk through mock-up hospital equipped with controls, 
outlets and a look at the equipment that is used to supply the med gases and med vacuum 
equipment. 
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300 | P a g e  

 
ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: Summer 2007 
I met with Joe Hernandez, Cindy Zatto, Ed Hawley, George Johnston, Bob 
Ciesliga, Dave Rhodes and Ivory Simms (from Ann Arbor Michigan), to plan 
the 2007/2008 educational programming which runs from September through 
May of 2008. We, again, will provide a 4:00 to 6:00 PM design class 
preceding dinner. A three-part Fire Protection class, a two-part Medical Gas 
design class and a three-part CPD Prep class for those interested in getting 
certified. After dinner, subjects will be on Hot Water Mixing Valves Design 
&Application, Idronics (joint with ASHRAE), Forensic Engineering, Plan 
Review (will include State credits), Commercial Kitchen Design, Flow Control 
Roof Drainage Application & Design, Safety Design for Laboratories Code 

Requirements and New Equipment Specs., NSF Visitation, and ASPE Goes LEED. A color brochure 
with dates, bio’s, speaker photos and syllabus’s will be distributed in mid-August.  
 
Chad Kundinger and I attended the Region 2 Presidents Meeting in Cleveland, Ohio, on June 8th and 
9th.  
 
Highlights of the meeting were as follows: Jill Dirksen left the society to pursue an engineering career. 
Gretchen Pienta will assume her publication duties. Your member dues will increase by $10.00 
beginning in July. A 700+ page table book is to be published. Julius Ballanco is working on a code 
book with comparison and editorial text. The magazine issues will increase to 10 this year. The 
Technical Symposium will be in Atlanta this year and members should plan on attending. Watch for 
the flyer that lists the classes being held. The 2008 Society convention will be held in Long Beach, 
California.  
 
Those who wish to take a practice CPD exam can do so for $75.00. Chapter reports were given by 
the attending chapters.  
 
The ASSE Awards Banquet will be held January 26, 2008 at the Shriner’s Building in Southfield 
Michigan. This year’s Banquet will include an open bar (incorporated in the moderate ticket price) 
entertainment and other goodies to be determined. Watch for an early detailed flyer and make plans 
for attending. 
  
Enjoy the summer and I am looking forward to seeing you all September 18, 2007 at the kickoff 
meeting of our new season. 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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Michigan’s Code Study Group (Goes to New York for ICC Hearings). 
Michigan’s Code Study and Development Group was well received at the Final 
Hearings phase of the ICC Code Development process held this May in 
Rochester. I believe I can say, with some amount of certainty, that Michigan will 
be well represented on ICC committees again in the next code Cycle. Paul 
Bladdick, Barry Pines and Bill Weidendorf went as representatives of our study 
group. Many other Michigan people were in attendance, notably Henry Green 
and Bob Konyndyke. Ron George was also present as well as many local 
inspectors from around the state. In conversation with Henry Green, Barry Pines 
was told that it’s likely our Michigan Plumbing Codes will not be available until 
December of this year. There were 52 code change proposals brought to the 

floor for final action. Of the 52 proposals 32 remained unchanged from the originals vote of the 
committee.in Florida; 20 proposals were reversed; 7 of the 20 were modified for acceptance; 4 
proposals defeated by the committee. Were reversed; 9 proposals approved by the committee were 
defeated.  
 
Our Code Study Group held a meeting prior to the hearings to discuss the proposed changes. The 
final action results were very similar to our opinions in that the body agreed with our opinion in 48 of 
the52 proposals. We were correct more than 90% of the time. 
 
The Mechanical and Plumbing Codes were heard on the first day of the meetings and by going late 
into the evening both were completed in one long day. Sadly though, by the end of the day only a 
handful of members, less than 50 remained to vote on the final proposals. 
 
I am extremely troubled by the fact so few are allowed to decide the future of millions of people 
whose lives will be affected by the model code. In my opinion, this is tragic and somehow needs to be 
changed. Either the ICC needs to allow more members the privilege of voting or require that a vote 
can only be taken and counted if there is a minimum number of voters present. I believe that number 
needs to be in the hundreds, not tens. 
 
This is not a phenomenon occurring only in “I” code process While attending the UPC code hearings 
earlier this year in St. Louis, I observed voting members sit on their hands and not vote on the 
majority of issues, many leaving before all the changes were reviewed  and balloting was completed. 
 
This Type of apathy is, in my opinion, totally unacceptable. I truly do not understand why this is. It is 
not only evident at the code hearings, but right here at home as well. Every code cycle we, the Code 
Study and Development Group of Southeastern Michigan, host many meetings to write proposed 
code changes, to discuss current code change proposals and code issues. We discuss and make 
recommendations as to how believe the votes should go. We are very fortunate in that we have (3) of 
our members, Paul Bladdick (IPC), Barry Pines and Ron George (IRC), are voting members sitting on 
the actual committees, and still have only a handful of members attend our meetings. Plumbing and 
Mechanical Codes affect us all regardless of who we are or whom we represent. Mechanic in field, 
contractor, designer, inspector, or end user, we are all affected, and it should be our pleasure as well 
as our duty to become and stay active in this process which has the ability to regulate our lives. 
Please join us at our Code Study meetings.  They are open to everyone with an interest in plumbing. 
By the way, our Code Study Group is so highly thought of that the chief plumbing inspector from 
Columbus, Ohio has asked to be notified of our meetings so that he could attend. 
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Region 2 Presidents’ Meeting attendees. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: September 2007 
What is happening at the Plumbing Industry Training Center?  
I.S.O. (International Standard Organization) is a Quality Management 
Systems Program. I.S.O. 9001/ 2000 has been implemented at the Training 
Center, Chris Freeman (MCA Detroit) has been selected as the Internal 
Auditor to audit and monitor the Training Center’s quality management 
systems. These systems are what lends itself to the accountability of the 
improvements to the functionality of the building, the overall operation, 
administration of the staff and the educational programs being taught at the 
Training Center. These are ongoing processes for continued improvement of 
the Training Center.  

 
A full functional mockup of a working hospital was completed and dedicated on May15, 2007. Eighty 
plus persons were at the dedication and toured the facility. The Eastern Michigan Chapters of ASPE 
(American Society of Plumbing Engineers) and ASSE (American Society of Sanitary Engineering) put 
on a program “Plumbing Design for Health Care Facilities”.  
 
Demonstrations in Brazing and Lokring Great Lakes drew crowds at their stations. Ed Lyczko from 
the Cleveland Clinic was the speaker. His topic was on NFPA 99C Gas and Vacuum Systems 2005 
edition which is referenced in the Michigan Plumbing Code.  
 
Nine hands-on workstations are now nearing completion. These workstations will enable apprentices 
and journey plumbers to learn and demonstrate their skills at roughing in and then setting various 
kinds and brands of plumbing fixtures, brass and equipment used in residential, commercial, 
industrial and institutional buildings and plants. The service and repair stations are scheduled for 
updating.  
 
Plans are near completion for setting up a variety of boilers and accessories in steam, hydronic 
heating, and domestic hot water systems of various types to demonstrate proper application and 
installation of these systems. A huge emphasis on troubleshooting (diagnosis) and repair will be 
taught at these stations. The setup of these stations is planned to begin in September.  
Functional working displays that can be used in the classrooms or in the laboratory shop areas have 
been solicited from manufacturers. Some recent arrivals were from Flo-Guard, Studer Air Admittance 
Valves, Sani-Flow and the materials for an 8’ by 4’ cast iron display by Tyler Pipe and Wade 
Manufacturing through the efforts of the Cast Iron Soil Pipe Institute. These displays are mobile on 
stands, coasters and platforms erected in house. The cast iron display is for a battery of wall-mounted 
fixtures, thus the wade chair carriers. Other fixture and chair carriers donated by  
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various manufacturers will be utilized 
in the nine completed workstations. 
All of this has been made possible by 
the support and generosity of our 
manufacturers.  
 
ASPE, ASSE, and MBPA (Michigan 
Backflow Prevention Association) all 
hold their board and general 
meetings at the Plumbing Industry 
Training Center. The manufacturers, 
plumbing design professionals, 
inspectors and plumbers have all 
contributed to the successes at this 
magnificent facility provided by 
Plumbers Local 98 and the union-
employing contractors of MCA 
Detroit.  
 
Now in my second year as president 
of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of 
ASPE, the board of directors and I 
have put together nine more very 
good plumbing design educational 
programs for you. They will begin in 
September 2007 and run through 
May of 2008. The advanced schedule 
of topics, speakers, dates and times 
were made available on the web site 
and mailed to our members the third 
week of August.  
 
A joint meeting with ASHRAE 
(American Society of Heating 
Refrigeration & Air-Conditioning 
Engineers) is scheduled for October. 
The April 2008 meeting is scheduled 
to take place at NSF International’s 
world headquarters in Ann Arbor, Michigan. I encourage master and journey plumbers who wish to 
advance their careers in plumbing to attend these classes, join these organizations, and take the 
CPD (Certified Plumbing Design) exam. This can only enhance their opportunities in the field of 
plumbing. 
 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: October 2007 
Over sixty people were in attendance at our September 18, 2007 general 
membership meeting. This was a good beginning of the new season/year. 
The CPD refresher class had 32 interested people in attendance. Joe 
Hernandez, CIPE/CPD, is giving this class in three sessions beginning at 
4:15 pm and ending at 5:45 pm. Those who attended the first session were 
extremely pleased and were looking forward to the next two sessions. Joe 
Hernandez announced that either CPD course handbooks or material from 
the books would be used in the remaining sessions. 
  
The design class, Hot Water Mixing Valves, Sizing, Application and Design, 

presented by Dan Checri from Watts-Powers was well received by the attendees. Dan began with a 
fairly detailed comparison of ASSE Standards 1069, 1070 and 1071 with revised 1016 and 1017 
standards. Dan then went into the sizing aspect of proper sizing and pressure drops followed by good 
design criteria to follow when designing hot water systems. Attendees received handouts of his 
PowerPoint presentation, as well as “Water Tempering Innovation Since 1891” (Powers), that 
features a spread sheet with valuable information regarding the ASSE Standards, Status, Title, 
Category, Application, Types, Valve Temp Range – Outlet, Temperature Tolerance, Pressure 
Change Test (hot & cold), Temperature Change Test (hot), Flow Test, Minimum Tested Flow to 
Provide Control, Cold Water Failure Allowance and Life Cycle. Anyone wishing to receive this 
informational handout can do so by contacting Scott Knight at the Taggart-Knight Group.  
 
Again, I urge you engineers and contractors to come forward and run for positions on the Board of 
Directors. The Chapter will need you in the 2008 / 2009 year, as some of us will be coming off of the 
board in May of 2008.  
 
October’s joint meeting with ASHRAE will be a dandy! IDRONICS, the design class topic, was written 
up in the June issue of Contractor Magazine. The handouts alone will be worth your time to attend. 
 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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October 2007 Tech Program - Idronics 
 
Mark Olson- Mark has a BSE degree in Industrial Engineering and an MSE degree in applied 
Mechanics from the University of Michigan. He started his career with Whirlpool in 1982 as a test and 
design engineer. He since served in various technical, sales and management capacities positions 
with Whirlpool, Pentair Water Treatment and General Power Systems, and now serves Caleffi North 
America General Manager and CEO. 
 
Mike Schriener – Mike has a BSE degree in Mechanical Engineering from The Milwaukee School of 
Engineering. He has worked in product development and engineering capacities with Osmonics and 
Erie Controls and now serves as Director of Engineering and Operations for Caleffi North America. 
Mike holds several US and foreign patents including various Hydronic control valves with Caleffi Erie. 
 
The two hour program includes:                                                                                                                                                                                    
Idronics part 1: Hydraulic Separation: New Methods for simplifying system design and enabling 
independently controlled circulators to coexist without interference. Idronics Part II: Air and Dirt 
Elimination: Diagnosing and correcting air and dirt related problems in Hydronic Systems. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: November 2007 
An enthused audience of engineers, contractors, and manufacturers from 
ASPE, ASSE, and ASHRAE were delighted with the Idronics presentation 
from Mark Olson and Mike Schreiner of Caleffi North America, Inc. The 
Power Point presentations of “Air and Dirt Elimination” and “Hydraulic 
Separation” were both educational and informative. Many of the attendees 
stayed over to talk with the presenters and leaving business cards to receive 
electronic copies of their presentations were inspiring to see. Hydraulic 
Separation seems to be the new buzz in Hydronic installations today (check 
out the September 2007 cover of PM Engineer) you will find Hydraulic 
Separation articles are appearing in other trade publications. Attendees who 

signed a sheet that was circulated for their mailing address will be receiving Idronics 1 and 2 and 
future issues as they become available. ASPE members from our directory will also be receiving the 
Idronics publications.  
 
I had the honor of sharing the podium with Janice K. Means, P.E. (pictured center in photo below) the 
charming and delightful President of ASHRAE (American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-
Conditioning Engineers) who were co-sponsors of our shared meeting. Janice and her members were 
extremely complimentary of the Plumbing Industry Training Center. They had a guided tour of the 
facility conducted by Paul Baker and Tom Mraulek, who explained to them the reason for the working 
mockup of the hospital and the technical criteria of our elaborate ventilation system in the welding 
area. Janice and I will be meeting in the near future to discuss further joint meetings of our 
organizations should the subject matter warrant them.  
 
Thanks go to our tabletop sponsors, Balfrey & Johnston Inc., Caleffi of North America Inc., Merlo 
Energy, Nibco, Performance Engineering Group Inc., Prentice Co. and R.L. Deppmann Co. for one of 
Ginny’s super dinners.  
 
From the Board of Directors meeting: The cancelled CPD Handbook class meeting of October 
16th was rescheduled as a 4-hour CPD meeting on the 23rd of October from 3:00 PM till 7:00 PM. 
The Code Study and Development of Group of Southeastern Michigan has scheduled a 2006 
Michigan Plumbing Code 5-hour State accredited course by Robert Konyndyk for January 17, 2008 at 
the Shriners Auditorium from 1:00 PM till 8:00 PM. dinner will be provided. The 2006 Michigan 
Plumbing Code Books will be available for purchase at the MCA Detroit offices by mid- November for 
$46.00 each. Forms will be available the last week in October. You may call MCA Detroit regarding 
meeting and code book information.  
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I will be looking forward to seeing you at the November 27th meeting when Julius Ballanco will be 
talking to you about “Forensic Engineering”. Whose fault; the Professional Engineers? Or the 
Contractors and Installers? Find out how to avoid those lawsuits, join us in November. 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
November Tech Program                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
Forensic Engineering 
 
Julius Ballanco, PE, is president of JB Engineering and Code Consulting, PC. The firm specializes in 
code and standard consulting in the areas of plumbing, mechanical, life safety and fire protection 
engineering. Before establishing his firm, Mr. Ballanco was head of Plumbing and Mechanical 
Engineering for Building Officials and Code Administrators (BOCA) International, Inc. He is a well-
known lecturer, having instructed over 1,500 seminars. He serves as the president of the America 
Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE). Mr. Ballanco is also a monthly columnist in both Plumbing & 
PM Engineer magazines. He has authored Ballanco on Plumbing, BOCA National Plumbing Code 
Commentary and the Plumbing of Residential Fire Sprinklers and co-authored the Illustrated National 
Plumbing Code Design Manual. Mr. Ballanco serves on many national standard committees, 
including ANSI, ASME, ASTM, NSF, and ASSE. A graduate of Stevens Institute of Technology, He is 
both a Registered Professional Engineer and Licensed Master Plumber. 
 
The two hour program includes: Forensic engineering is a part of the plumbing engineering 
profession that is related to the legal system. Forensic means for the “forum,” or for the “courts”. 
Ballanco will review his years in the forensic side of plumbing engineering with tips on how to avoid 
problems that lead to legal cases, as well as, how to investigate problems and document them 
accordingly. Ballanco will also share accounts from some of the largest plumbing legal cases 
including violently fracturing water closets, scalding death, dip tube class action suit, murder in a 
water closet. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: December 2007 
There were 42 members present to hear Julius Ballanco on Forensic 
Engineering. This was a smaller audience than was anticipated by the 
education committee to learn about what you may become involved in should 
you or your company get caught up in a legal suit and have to testify. Julius 
was responsive to the many questions asked of him by the attendees after a 
very good presentation. Everyone in attendance received a copy of his 
presentation and was encouraged to use it for guidance when in need. His 
handout can be obtained, while they last, at future ASPE meetings. We were 
extremely disappointed in the lack of tabletop displays, having only one for 
the November meeting. Manufacturers, you were missed. Joe Hernandez 

continued his class on the CPD Training course and Ginny again provided a good dinner.  
 
To those of you who do plan review, Irvin Poke from the State of Michigan is the instructor for the 
December meeting. For those needing C.E.U.s, this would be a good time to accumulate some of 
them (be advised inspectors & CPD’s). Plumbing design engineers, this is the time for you to find out 
whether or not your plans are satisfactory in meeting codes and standards, or not, and having an 
opportunity to get some answers to some of your questions direct from the source. I am looking 
forward to seeing you all on December 18, 2007. Joe Hernandez will be starting to cover Fire 
Protection with Part 1 of a three-part series. Those of you who are plumbing design professionals 
may obtain your 2006 Michigan Plumbing Code books, which will go into effect January 24, 2008, 
from the Code Study and Development Group of Southeastern Michigan at the MCA Detroit offices 
on 14801 West 8 Mile Road or call Cassandra at (313) 341-7661 ext. 205 and she will send you an 
order form to be sent back with your payment. You may, at the same time, enquire about the January 
17, 2007 seminar dealing with the code changes being put on by Robert Konyndyk and sponsored by 
the Code Study & Development Group of Southeastern Michigan (see ad below). Registration forms 
are available on our website. This will take place in Southfield at the Shriners Auditorium on 
Southfield Road between I-696 and 10 Mile Road just north on Mount Vernon.  
 
I and your present Board of Directors are seeking new candidates to serve you next year as officers 
and directors. Please come forward if you would like to help in the running of this motivated Chapter. 
New members bring new ideas and keep the Chapter meetings from getting stale or repetitive. The 
Chapter needs young and talented CPD’s and PE’s to fill expiring term positions. Let us hear from 
you.  

 
With the Hanukah and Christmas holidays and New Year approaching, let me wish you and yours, on 
behalf of the Board of Directors a Happy, Safe and Enjoyable Holiday Season. 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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December Tech Program                                                                                                                                                                
Plan Review 
 
Irwin J. Poke is the chief of the Plan Review Division of the Construction Codes and a member of the 
International Code Council. He is responsible for review and approval of all construction documents 
for projects within the state jurisdiction. The Division Also approves and monitors manufacturers and 
third-party inspection agencies involved in Michigan’s Pre-Manufactured Units program. Mr. Poke is 
an architect licensed in the state of Michigan.  
 
The two hour program includes; when is plan review required? We will explore the requirements for 
plan review and when it may be waved. What is required to be submitted and how to receive the 
documents? Familiarize the participant with what should be submitted and the appropriate way to 
receive the information. What are construction documents and when are professional services 
required?  Will explore what constitutes construction documents and when professional services are 
required? We will also cover the requirements for seals and signatures on the construction 
documents. Use Groups? We will review the classifications of use and occupancy defined in the 
building code. Performing the Plan Review and documenting the findings? This module will walk 
through the process of how to handle fast track projects and keep your sanity. Prototype buildings, 
the section will show how to document prototypical buildings and maintain the records. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: January 2008 
Plan Review: Irvin J. Poke, Chief of the Plan Review Division of the 
Michigan Bureau of Construction Codes, put on a two-credit hour 
presentation on all phases of plan review, the mechanics of plan review 
consisting of the drawings, specifications and approvals. What the plan 
reviewer looks for, what the inspectors should be looking for and the 
contractor. He couldn’t emphasize enough the need for a set of approved 
plans and specs to be at the construction site. The handout is worth holding 
on to.  
 
Commercial Kitchen Design: Expect new up-to-date handouts by the 

Oakland County Division at the January 15, 2008 design class.  
 
Code Study & Development: On Tuesday, January 15, 2008, there will be a meeting to go over the 
proposed 2009 IPC Plumbing Code changes. The meeting starts at 8:00 am till we finish. Call John 
Nussbaum at (248) 866- 1400, if you plan to attend, by January 11, 2008. He will need a head count 
for the continental breakfast. Bob Konyndyk will present a Michigan Plumbing Code Update class on 
January 17, 2008 at the Southfield Shriners Auditorium. The flyer/registration form (PDF) is available 
on the ASPE EMC website. Code Books are available for purchase at MCA Detroit. Order forms 
(PDF) are also available on our website. Only cash or a company check accepted.  
 
Plumbing Industry Training Center: The Plumbing Industry Training Center, an ISO Certified 
Facility, is where Management and Labor work together to train apprentices to become highly skilled 
Journey Plumbers and also offers night classes to upgrade the skills of Journey Plumbers and all 
other classifications to the latest technologies and codes. The Training Center is viewed as the center 
of the Plumbing Industry. This is why the American Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE), American 
Society of Sanitary Engineering (ASSE) and the Michigan Backflow Prevention Association (MBPA) 
hold their educational and board meetings there.  
This state-of-the-art facility offers the following:  
 

• Medical Gas Training and Testing for Certification in Med Gas Brazing:There exists a working 
mockup hospital within the building equipped for training.  

• Backflow Training and Testing for Certification of Journey Plumbers to be Certified Backflow 
Testers: There are eight (8) stations equipped for training, testing and certifying of Testers.  

• The classrooms contain various methods of educating the 2006 students from the latest 
audio/visual and computer equipment for stations where students receive hands-on training by 
setting fixtures of all types and makes. These stations are set up with clear plastic waste 
piping and copper water piping for the student to access, hook up and test of his or her work.  

• The welding area and pipe shop is state-of-the-art, with the latest EPA approved equipment 
for removal and filtration of foul air and returning clean air, without having to bring in outdoor 
air. The safety of the students is our primary concern.  
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• Classes include math for the pipe trades, blueprint reading and drawing, MIOSHA and OSHA 
Training, International Gas Code, Michigan Plumbing Code, and NFPA Medical Gas Codes. 
We teach hydronic and radiant heating, domestic cold and hot water heating and snow 
melting. 

 
In January of 2008 we will begin installation of demonstration stations for Boiler Controls and proper 
installations of steam and hot water Systems. The Training Facility Mechanical Room is state-of-the-
art and will be seen when touring the building.  
 
For those interested:  
 
You may arrange to have a group tour of the Plumbing Industry Training Center by contacting John 
Nussbaum of MCA Detroit at (313) 341-7661 ext. 211. John can also be reached on his cell phone at 
(248) 866-1400 between 9:00 AM and 3:00 PM. Tours will be conducted throughout 2008. Mornings 
tours will start at 9:00 AM and end around 11:00 AM. Afternoon tours will begin at 1:00 PM and end 
around 3:00 PM. No more than 12 people at a time per tour. Classes may be in session during tours. 
 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
January Tech Program                                                                                                                         
Commercial Kitchen Design 
 
Joshua Nelson graduated from Indiana State University 1997 with a Bachelor of Science. Major: 
Environmental Health, Miner, Industrial Hygiene. He was employed by the Oakland County Health 
Division as a public Health Sanitarian in1998. He became a Registered Sanitarian in the State of 
Michigan in 2001. Currently, Joshua is a Senior Public Health Sanitarian at Oakland County Health 
Division specializing in Food Service Plan Review. 
 
Christy Lupu is a Registered Sanitarian who has worked for Oakland County Health since 1999. She 
received her Bachelor of Science in Environmental Health from Oakland University in 1998 and 
pursuing a Masters of Public Health at the University of Michigan.  
 
The two hour program includes: Backflow Protection for Foodservice Equipment, Reduced Pressure 
Principle Backflow Preventer, Pressure Vacuum Breaker, Double Check Valve with an Atmospheric 
Vent, Air Caps for Foodservice Equipment, Food Service Plan Review, Plumbing Plans, 
Requirements, Common Problems, Helpful Tips, Worksheets, Water Heater Sizing. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: February 2008 
Over 320 attendees swarmed into Shriners Auditorium in Southfield, 
Michigan, for the five-hour 2006 Michigan Plumbing Code Update program 
presented by Robert Konyndyk, Chief of the Plumbing Division. This event’s 
success was due to the cooperative efforts of the Code Study and 
Development Group, Mr. Konyndyk, MCA Detroit and the support of the 
participating manufacturers and wholesalers. My thanks, big time, to 
Cassandra Mudloff and MCA Detroit for quarter- backing the sale of code 
books and handling of the advance registrations. The participating 
wholesalers and manufacturers, who responded to my calls and came 
through for us with tabletop displays, helped fund the beverage breaks and 

dinner. Present were George Johnston Co., Dave Watson Associates, Sales Service Plus Inc., The 
Burke Agency Inc., VE Sales, American Standard, Metro Pipe, New Century Sales, Viega NA, 
Ferguson Supply, R.L. Deppmann Co., Kohler Co. and Access Marketing. Thanks also go to Stacey 
and Steve Birkenhauer, Bill Wiedendorf, Barry Pines and Paul Bladdick, who assisted with the onsite 
registrations, sale of codebooks and were a help to Robert Konyndyk.  
 
Many MCA Detroit mechanical and plumbing 
contractors, including many of their employees, 
were in attendance. Observed in the auditorium 
were members from the W.J. O’Neil Co., J.F.’s 
Plumbing, Inc. John E. Green Co., Guardian 
Plumbing & Heating, Inc. A.J. Sporer Co., Bruner 
Plumbing & Heating Co., C & R Plumbing & 
Heating, Inc. J. B. Cain Co. Christian Brothers 
Plumbing & Heating, Inc., Gui de Line Mechanical, 
Danboise Mechanical, Donald Kellett Co., E. L Pipe 
& Mechanical, Hoyt, Brumm & Link, J.T.’s 
Enterprises, Pride Mechanical, Progressive 
Mechanical, F. M. Sylvan, Kosiba Plumbing & 
Heating, Limbach, L.P.B. Co., Macomb Mechanical, 
Mathisen Co., Oakland Plumbing, Pace 
Mechanical, Weiss Construction, Western Mechanical, and Johnson Controls, Inc. Carl Schroeder 
and Local 98 instructors, as well as plumbing inspectors from Detroit, Romulus and Troy were there 
in numbers including Wayne Robinson Detroit’s Plumbing Chief. Many of the Engineering Firms were 
also in attendance including Ron George Design & Consulting, Ford Motor Co., Ghafari Integrated 
Design, Jones & Henry Engineers, Peter Basso & Associates, T.H.A. Architects and DiClemente-
Siegel Engineers. I am sure I may have missed some of the MCA members, if so, please accept my 
sincere apologies.  
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The highlights of Mr. Konyndyk’s presentation were in his thirteen-page handout. From listening to 
Robert’s presentation, looking at his PowerPoint presentation along with the handout, it is apparent 
that the code is becoming more user friendly. He stressed the point that most of the changes were in 
the area of clarification of existing code language. However, he did mention that there may be a 
bulletin issued regarding the referenced NFPA 99C Gas and Vacuum Systems and the 2005 edition 
of the standard. The program outline from Mr. Konyndyk is available to anyone who desires one. 
 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
February Tech Program                                                                                                                         
Flow Control Roof Drainage 
 
Christopher A. Majocka, a resident of Erie, PA, graduated in 1995 from Penn State University – 
Behrend College, with a degree in Mechanical Engineering Technology. He is currently employed by 
Zurn Industries, LLC, as Lead Product Engineer – Zurn Specification Drainage Operation and 
Product Engineer – Zurn Light Commercial Division. He is a member of the Plumbing and Drainage 
Institute. 
 
The two hour program includes: 
Control-Flow Storm Drainage for Roof Systems Control-Flow Definition and Concept – Explain the 
concept of Control-Flow, benefits, and how it is utilized - Specification Data – Cover the functionality 
of the Control-Flow drain components Roof Design Recommendations – Review roof design 
considerations in conjunction with Control-Flow concept Selection Requirements and Sizing Data – 
Review the necessary requirements to size Control-Flow roof drains and provide sizing guidelines. 
Conventional Drainage vs. Control-Flow Drainage – Explain the differences between the two 
practices. Review and Discussion. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 2008 
Our May 2008 ASPE/ASSE General Membership Meeting has been 
rescheduled for June 3, 2008 due to a change in format and content. This 
meeting will run all day long from 8:00 AM till 3:00 PM in the afternoon. It will 
be a Manufacturers Spotlight on the new and cutting-edge products being 
advertised, specified and installed in today’s construction projects. The good 
part of this meeting is you can come, stay or go as you wish. The 
manufacturer representatives will have all day to pass out literature, catalogs 
and answer your questions. Six pre-determined speakers will have 45-minute 
segments to talk on their products beginning at 8:00 AM, ending at 2:30 PM. 
A breakfast of some kind will begin at 8:00 AM and end at 9:45 AM. Lunch 

will begin at 11:45 and end at 1:30 PM. This Mini Products Show is for you, the plumbing and 
mechanical design professional, contractor, master/journey plumber, inspectors and owners, who are 
interested in seeing where the industry is headed as we think green and energy conservation. This is 
also a chance to show your appreciation for this past year of support by our participating 
manufacturers. Manufacturers’ Representatives, this is your opportunity to come forward with tabletop 
displays and have all kinds of time to spend with various attendees from all segments of the plumbing 
and mechanical industry. George Johnston will be sending out a request soliciting you to participate 
in this ASPE/ASSE endeavor. It is my wish that we can say at the end of the day that this was worth 
the effort and a huge success. In next month’s article I hope to be able to mention topics and 
speakers and some of you who have signed on for displaying your products. I can safely say that 
over a dozen of you have already committed before any formal announcement has gone out. This 
show will take place at the Plumbing Industry Training Center. 
 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
March Tech Program                                                                                                                                                      
Safety Design for Laboratories 
 
Paul A. Parker, has been active in the design/build mechanical and plumbing industry in the Dallas-
fort Worth Metroplex for over thirty-five years. He has devoted the past ten years to the development 
of new and innovative industry products. The ISIMET Control System, a safety control device 
designed for use in instructional science laboratories, responds to any current National and State 
Codes and Safety requirements including NFPA 45. 

 
The two hour program includes; Safety Design for Laboratories, Code Requirements & New 
Equipment Specs. When &Design and Construction Meets Classroom Safety Differentiating between 
“Safety-revention” and “Emergency-Response” and how to better incorporate both in order to 
enhance laboratory safety for our nation’s students. 
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President’s Report: April 2008 
THE QUESTION of the times is how interested are you in the future of the 
Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE or of the Society altogether? How have 
we, the board, measured up to your expectations in leadership, programming 
and services provided over the past two years?  
 
We would like to hear from you! With the election of officers and directors 
coming up in May and the 2008/2009 programming meeting taking place in 
June, it is essential for you to let us know your wants and needs, your 
criticisms or your praise. We also need you to come forward and nominate 
candidates for the officers and directors to run your chapter for the 

2008/2009 period. We are in need of P.E.s and CIPE/CPD certified persons to serve on the board. Is 
it not in your best interest to come out and participate by serving on committees and the board of 
directors? It is the time for us to mentor ASPE members into future chapter directors and leaders to 
meet our needs. It is time to encourage some younger people to become involved before it is too late, 
and we are not prepared for the future. As the outgoing president, I am deeply concerned about the 
future of this fine chapter because we are failing to draw, from outside or from within our membership, 
people willing to come forward and become the future leaders we are in dire need of.  
 
There are untapped talented resources that we should seriously consider approaching in 
Southeastern Michigan, that being the Ann Arbor area. This might mean having some of our 
meetings at NSF in order to grow and maintain the chapter. I believe this can be accomplished after 
having discussion with some influential Ann Arbor plumbing industry people in that area. I will 
recommend a subcommittee be formed to look into the feasibility of getting this accomplished. Last, 
but not least, Contractors and Design Professionals…it is your turn to come out to lead and prepare 
others for the good of the chapter and the Plumbing Industry. 
 
Your President, 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
April Tech Program                                                                                                                                                                                             
Safety of Drinking Water 

 
Jeremy Brown Graduated in 1993 from Central Michigan University with Bachelor of Science in 
Secondary Education, Science and Math. Mr. Brown has been an instructor to children as well as 
project managers. He worked for several years as an Industrial Hygienist/Environmental Consultant 
specializing in asbestos, lead and radon remediation and water Quality.                                             
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At present, Jeremy is the Codes & Regulatory Manager for the National Sanitation (NSF) Foundation 
International. He is the main contact person involving certification product regulatory acceptance 
issues. 
 
Topics to be covered:                                                                                                                                                                
History of NSF; NSF standard development processes; Scope, purpose, marketing and technical 
requirements for standards referenced in local codes; NSF/ANCI Standard 14 Plastic Piping System 
Components and related materials; NSF/ANSI Standard 42 Drinking Water Treatment Units-Aesthetic 
Effects; NSF/ANSI Standard 44 Residential Cation Exchange Water Softeners NSF?ANSI Standard 
53 Drinking Water Treatment  Units Health Effects; NSF/ANSI Standard 58 Reverse Osmosis 
Drinking Water Systems; NSF/ANSI Standard 60 Drinking Water Treatment Chemicals-Health 
Effects; Third Party Certification Policies and Procedures; Regulatory requirements for testing and 
third party certification; How to find and identify third party certified products; Evaluation of products 
considered alternate materials and methods; Tour of NSF laboratories; makes and models will be on 
hand to answer specific questions regarding the mechanics of their particular  products. 
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President’s Report: May 2008 
As we approach the end of the 2007-2008 program year it seems like any 
disappointments we may have had were turned into positives, allowing us to 
end the year on a high instead of a low. We lost a speaker (Phil Parker of 
ISMET Control Systems) due to a sudden stroke in March, yet we had a 
satisfactory fill-in program thanks to the Taggart- Knight Group. I am happy 
to report that Phil is slowly recovering and may be able to do his program in 
Spring 2009. I am also pleased and excited to announce a program for our 
May meeting of interest for Plumbing Design Professionals (P.E.’s) CPD’s, 
and Mechanical Contractors doing design build jobs, inclusive of total 
mechanical system installations. “The Next Generation of 3D Cad—How 

Building Integration Modeling (BMI) is used for Construction Coordination” will be presented by Ryan 
Beaudrie. Ryan has been involved in this process and has been a lead coordinator and problem 
solver to keep cost of construction within project budgets for contractors and owners alike. For more 
information on this program check out our web site or contact George Johnston for a flyer. This is an 
opportunity you do not want to pass up. May 20, 2008 is the time we nominate and elect the officers 
and directors for the 2008-2009 year. Your input would go a long way in selecting and electing future 
leaders to carry on the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE. The Chapter needs and wants you to 
participate and be willing to be mentored for future chapter leadership positions.  
 
A June Planning Meeting will take place for next season’s programming. Your input is needed to 
assure us we are addressing your wants and needs. Please pass your ideas along to any board 
member.  
 
June 3, 2008 is Spotlight on the Manufacturers, from 8:00 AM till 3:00 PM at the Plumbing Industry 
Training Center. A great chance for you to visit and see what’s new in the Plumbing Industry and 
listen to the speakers featured on the flyer as well as those at the displays. This is a chance to come 
and go as it suits your needs or stay the day to network with your fellow trade disciplines in the 
Plumbing and Mechanical Industry namely Design Professionals, Contractors, Inspectors, 
Journeypersons, Apprentices and Students seeking careers within the Industry.  
 
A continental breakfast in the AM or lunch in the PM is on the manufacturers and the Chapter. Ginny 
Corpt, our caterer, will provide the food. Spotlight on the Manufacturers is open to anyone in the 
Plumbing and Mechanical Industry striving to further the gains in protecting the health and safety of 
the general public. 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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May Tech Program                                                                                                                                                                                  
The Next Generation of 3D CAD – BIM 
 
Ryan Beaudrie has been with Ron George Design & Consulting Services for over 4 years, where he 
has been involved in the design, engineering and coordination of plumbing and mechanical systems 
for many types of buildings which included hospitals, casinos, hotels, automotive facilities, restaurants 
and office buildings. He has managed and overseen the 3D CAD coordination process where he was 
the lead coordinator for a particular mechanical trade for many large and complicated projects in 
Metro Detroit. 
 
Topics to be covered; 

• How BIM and CAD coordination is the way of the future.                                                                                                                                                                

• Who is involved in the process?                    

• Proper way to organize and set up these projects. 

• Setting up guidelines so everyone is coordinating together efficiently   

• How computer programs can draw mechanical systems in 3 D    

• How computer programs can produce 3 D models of the building and its mechanical systems 
before the building is built.    

• How these programs produce clash reports of the clashes between mechanical trades and 
building elements.                                            

• The cost savings of using this process    

• The decrease in field change    

• Greatly reduces the amount of work needed to produce as built. 

• How it’s cheaper to change things in the computer than in the field. 

• How the owner can benefit from this process.    

• This makes it easier to fabricate items in the shop; Allows great communication between 

contractors, engineers, project management and owners. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: Summer 2008 
Highlights from the Region II Presidents Meeting: Paul Bladdick and I 
attended the meeting in Johnstown, PA, on June 6-9, 2008. Jim Rogers 
announced he was not running for another term as the Region II 
Chairman/Director. Jim indicated Mitch Clemente, of the Cleveland Chapter, 
was running for the position. All attendees were very satisfied with Mitch’s 
decision to run for the position. Jeff Ingertson (Society Treasurer) indicated 
there would be no dues increase this year. A copy of the Plumbing 
Engineering & Design Handbook of Tables was introduced, and the 
attendees were impressed with it. Jeff Ingertson indicated a flyer went out to 
the ASPE membership with a prepublication price. (NOTE: I might add that I 

pre-ordered 30 copies and, as of this writing, 28 of them have been sold.) Jim Rogers indicated that 
ASPE is encouraging the Plumbing and Mechanical engineering community to hold firm on their 
specifications. It was brought to the Society’s attention that broken specifications are a growing 
problem needing to be checked to protect the integrity of their firms and, more importantly, the buyer 
of their services. The Research Foundation funding has been temporarily suspended while it is being 
re-organized since the passing of Kenneth Wentink. The Society Board of Directors is establishing a 
“College of Fellows” in memory of Wentink. The Plumbing Systems Design magazine was reported 
as being profitable to the tune of $20,000.00 to $30,000.00 per year and has grown from 8 to 10 
issues per year. The Plumbing Design Handbook, 4th Edition, will be out by the end of 2008. 
The2009 Presidents meeting will be held in Rochester, NY, followed by Pittsburgh in 2010.   
 
Spotlight on the Manufacturers: On June 3, 2008, at the Plumbing Industry Center in Troy, we had 
40 Manufacturers showcasing new products for you to examine and discuss with their 
representatives. For those of you who took the time to come out and participate, I heard good things 
from you about the show. I certainly will follow your advice on future trade shows that we will have. 
Though the turnout was light, we had some quality Engineers and Contractors attend. Thank You, 
Manufacturers, for your continued support and dedication to our chapter. See photos on page 2.  
 
Upcoming Design Program: A planning meeting took place on June 14, 2008, by members 
dedicated to providing you educational programs and classes from September 9, 2008 through May 
or June of 2009, to insure your ability to stay on the cutting edge of your professional careers. There 
will be Basic ASPE Plumbing Engineering Design Handbook classes for the new people starting out 
in your firms or companies, as well as Advanced Handbook classes for the progressive people in your 
firms. The Handbook classes will be conducted simultaneously starting at 3:30 pm and going till 5:30 
pm. A catered dinner, from 5:30 pm to 6:00 pm, will follow the Handbook classes, prior to our guest 
speaker and the evening program from 6:00 to 8:30 pm. Advanced Classes will be taught by Ronald 
L. George, CIPE/CPD and the Basic classes by Joseph Hernandez, CIPE/CPD (see page 5 for bios 
on both of our instructors). Esteban Cabello will substitute for the Handbook classes when needed or 
called upon. Standards and Michigan codes, both Plumbing and Mechanical, will be incorporated in 
these classes by individuals in the know. Plumbing Engineers, Design Professionals, Contractors,  
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Journeymen and Inspectors / Code Officials will appreciate the fact that CEU’s will be available for 
those of you in need.  
 
We are going “GREEN” with our 2008 /2009 evening programs, as you will see when you receive the 
color brochure of the 2008-2009 Plumbing Design & ASPE Handbook Classes. Classes are 
scheduled for September 9, October 21, November 18, December 16, January 20, 2009, February 
17, March 24, April 21, May 19, and a trade show in June of 2009. The program descriptions, with 
speakers and their bios, will be included in the brochure. So, mark your calendars and plan on 
attending with your fellow members. Brochures will be available the first or second week in August. 
Also, all this information, including the brochure, will be posted on our web site at 
www.aspe.org/Eastern_Michigan (URL is case sensitive).  
 
Manufacturer’s Representatives:  
 
This coming year’s programs and classes promises to bring out the people you want to see. I 
encourage you to sign up for your tabletop displays early and take advantage of our cut rate for four 
tabletops for $600, a savings of $200. Your 
choice of which programs you would like to 
display at. We need your support for our 
dinner expenses and newsletter publication. 
We hope to have at least six tabletop 
displays per meeting. In closing, I hope you 
all had a wonderful summer with family and 
friends, and I look forward to seeing you all in 
September. 
 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: September 2008 
September 9, 2008 begins our 2008/2009 educational program and general 
meetings. Recently, you should have received your Plumbing Design & 
Handbook Classes brochure for 2008-2009. Your educational committee and 
board of directors put together the programs and speakers that many of you 
have requested throughout the year. I urge each and every one of you to 
take advantage of attending these well-planned sessions. It is important that 
our speakers and manufacturers’ representatives feel that it was worth their 
time and effort to come in and give you the benefit of their knowledge that 
may help you in your chosen field, whether you are a code official, design 
professional, contractor or installer. Speakers and Manufacturers are 

conscientious of attendance numbers. Convention “Ride the ASPE Wave” Logo Pin’s will be given 
away to those of you who attend the September meeting. There will be the customary 50/50 drawing 
plus additional drawings for “Ride the ASPE Wave” Caps.  
 
Manufacturers’ Representatives: I am appealing to you for your continued and generous support, 
both in the area of tabletop displays and newsletter advertising. You are necessary to how well the 
chapter functions. Without your constant financial support, the membership would not have the 
benefit of one of the best local chapter newsletters within the Society, or the fine dinners prepared by 
Ginny our caterer. We, the officers and board members, are most appreciative of your generosity.  
 
Principals/Owners of A&E Firms, Engineering Firms and Contractors: It is our hope that you will 
encourage your employees to get involved and join at least one or all of these plumbing and 
mechanical organizations: ASPE, ASSE, ASHRE and MBPA. They all are pertinent to what you do 
daily within the design, specifications and performance in the construction industry in the field of 
codes and standards. We are in need of some of your lead people and department heads to 
participate on committees and/or the board of directors. Through their participation, we can better 
help you in the training and educational needs of your employees. ASPE is about education and 
leadership building and maintaining competent people for the designing of safe plumbing and 
mechanical systems.  
                
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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September Tech Program                                                                                                                                       
Seismic Plumbing Design 
 
Werner Stebner, PE, ME-Grad of Oregon State; Certified International Coatings Inspector; SMACNA 
Contractor in Montana, Pres.-Owner 11 years; HVAC Engineering Manager of 176 Engineers Firm; 
Consultant Engineer to Military, Automotive and various Industrial Companies. 
 Program: Whether an act of God such an earthquake or an explosion, the catastrophe is sure to 
bring on an investigation as to why the piping systems failed and where dose the liability lie Mr. 
Stebner focus is on model building codes, seismic standards and material specifications for the 
isolation of vibrations that can cause the failure of nonstructural components such as HVAC systems 
and other piping systems. Werner’s presentation is enlightening and professional, he provides a 48 
page detailed handout used as a reference and answers questions through the presentation. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: October 2008 
Society News - By now, all of you have seen and read the Society 
President’s newsletter regarding proposed Bylaw #5 designed to keep the 
past dues rebate money owed and promised to be returned to the chapters. 
This has now become a major issue with many of the chapters, including our 
chapter, who is owed a great deal of money by the Society. Because you are 
sending delegates to the convention that may have to vote on this bylaw 
change, I feel compelled to bring the chapter’s board of directors’ thoughts 
on this issue to you, the membership, at our October 21, 2008 meeting. I will 
be asking you to voice your concerns regarding the issue and, after 
discussion, vote on how you want your delegates to vote this issue at the 

convention should it come up there. I say ‘should it come up there’ because, like other chapter 
presidents, I feel proposed Bylaw #5 should be withdrawn by the proponent prior to the convention for 
the good of the Society.  
 
Werner Stebner’s presentation dealing with Seismic Plumbing and Mechanical Systems was well 
received by those of us present for the presentation. He covered where and how liability would fall in 
case of a disaster causing failure of these systems. He pointed out the need for you to know the 
material standards and building codes, where and when a structure is deemed necessary to be 
seismic protected. He was very explicit in how contractors should protect themselves when getting 
involved in a seismic job. K. L. McCoy will be providing me with the handouts promised those in 
attendance and they will be distributed accordingly. For those of you who missed this meeting, all I 
can say is you missed one meeting that really touched on the importance of understanding the pitfalls 
you could fall into on those out of the ordinary jobs you may encounter.  
 
October 21, 2008 Geothermal Piping Systems & Methods, with all the talk of energy cost going up 
and codes moving toward green building and consumer’s starting to understand what’s happening 
and asking questions. The design professional, manufacturer and contractor must ready themselves 
for those piping material, anti-freeze solutions and equipment used in these systems. This promises 
to be another fine program and again I hope to see you all there.  
 
The Advance class at 3:30-5:30 will be Water Treatment. The Basic class at 3:30-5:30 will be 
Sanitary Drain & Waste Systems.                
 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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October Tech Program                                                                                                                                                                               
Geothermal Piping Systems & Methods 
 
Alan L. Fordeck received his Bachelor’s degree in management from Purdue University in 1974. In 
the spring of 2001, Al completed his Master’s in Business, Administrative degree from Indiana 
Institute of Technology. After working five years in a partnership with an electrical/mechanical 
contracting firm, Alan spent 17 years operating his own firm, this was followed by 11 years spent at 
Water Furnace International; where he presently holds the position of external Quality Manager. 
 
Program; will be an introduction into the concept of geothermal and how it works. It will include 
information on the three types of loop systems (vertical, horizontal and pond). Piping materials, anti-
freeze solutions and equipment will be covered. He will also discuss water to- water equipment and 
its application to radiant heat. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: November 2008 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter attendees present at the ASPE Convention 
and Expo, in addition to myself and my wife, Sylvia, were Esteban and Indira 
Cabello, Paul Bladdick, Barry Pines, Ronald George, Dave Jones (from the 
John Green Co.), Cindy and Steven Zatto, George Johnston and George Jr., 
Gary Taggart, Ross Beck, Bob Sims, Ted Marshall, Brian Burke, Dan 
McClary, Jill Dirksen and Mike Burdette. I apologize for anybody I missed 
that was in attendance.  
 
Convention Highlights - In a special ceremony at the 2008 Convention in 
Long Beach California, the American Society of Plumbing Engineers 

announced the creation of the Kenneth Wentink Fellowship Award. Twenty (20) deserving individuals 
were presented this prestigious award, including our own Esteban Cabello, PE, CPD, FASPE (now a 
Fellow). This was a surprise to all of the attendees at the banquet, including President Ballanco. 
Esteban has served our Chapter diligently over many years as a board member, VP Technical and 
President of the Chapter. He currently serves as President of the Michigan Chapter of ASSE. In 
addition, the Eastern Michigan Chapter was recognized again with the Chapter Award of Merit for our 
2007-2008 technical programming.  
 
Other convention highlights - Boston Chapter representatives at the Legislative Committee 
Meeting brought up for discussion Engineered Systems Vs. Plumbing Code per the State of 
Massachusetts. Massachusetts has kept the following systems in the appendix: Single Stack Sovent 
Systems and Symphonic Roof Drain Systems. Some states, such as California 2007 Code update, 
allows secondary roof drains tied to one vertical riser rather than two, noting that blockages are very 
rare in vertical risers. Many engineering firms use Master Specifications. However, because of the 
high cost, smaller firms may use them for a year and then modify them to suit their needs. Some said 
they buy the subscription updates and maintain the service.  
 
Bylaws were as follows: Six were approved as submitted. Nine were denied and five were withdrawn, 
including the very controversial #5 dealing with the chapters’ dues rebates (back monies owed to the 
chapters). Many chapters had forgiven monies owed, however, many chapters spoke up asking for a 
plan to return monies owed. I was vocal to many on the board how I felt they could have a win/win 
situation by allowing us to purchase goods and services out of monies owed us, including 
publications. I was told this was a good idea and to put in writing to the board for possible 
implementation. I intend to do this immediately. For those of you who may not have gotten the ASPE 
Book of Tables at the pre-publication price, I may be able to order some in under the proposed 
agreement for you.  
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2009 ASPE Symposium - I am going to ask for volunteers to work with our committee to make this a 
successful venture. As you know the Symposium will be at the Hyatt Regency in Dearborn in October 
of 2009. I will be reporting our progress monthly to you as it evolves. I am looking forward to seeing 
you all at the November 18th meeting. 
 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
November Tech Program                                                                                                                                                          
Theory of Radiant Piping & Plumbing Design 
 
Brad Rutherford is the Hydronic Heating Manager for Ferguson Enterprises Inc. (Detroit Region) with 
27 years in the plumbing and heating supply industry. He is an RPA Certified Installer and Designer, 
and Licensed in the State of Michigan as a Boiler Installer and a Builder. His hobby is studying the 
history Hydronic heating. 
 
Program; His presentation builds a foundation as to why “radiant” and links the engineering chain of 
events of today’s heating design with people and events of the past. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 
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President’s Report: December 2008 
I had the privilege of going to Houston, Texas, with Anthony D’Ascenzo 
(Guardian Plumbing & Heating Inc.) and attend two meetings of significance 
to the plumbing industry. The first being the Plumbing Contractors of America 
(PCA) and the second being the Plumbing Council meeting. I was also 
invited to sit in on the PCA Board of Directors meeting. Attending the PCA 
educational portion of the conference from Michigan were John and Patrick 
Jacobs (John M. Jacobs Plumbing & Heating), Anthony D’Ascenzo 
(Guardian Plumbing & Heating Inc.), Becky and Bruce Sharp, Jayson 
Swindell (Bill James Plumbing & Heating), and Rich Gaber (UA Local 98) 
and myself.  

PCA Board of Directors includes staff from MCAA Sean McGuire and John Gentille, Chuck Fell 
(President), William Erickson (Chairperson), Anthony D’Ascenzo, David J Kruse, Robert Melko, Stan 
Peters (Executive Director PAMCANI Alliance).  
 
Plumbing Council meeting members include Gary Hamilton (UA), Sean McGuire and Stan Peters 
(MCAA), Bob Melko (UAC/PHCC), Russ Chaney and Linden Raimer (IAPMO), Tom Gent, Anthony 
D’Ascenzo and Shannon Corcoran (ASSE) absent.  
 
It was stated that the next UAC Board and Plumbing Council meetings are tentatively set for May 13-
16th in Kohler, Wisconsin. Some of what was reported on by Gary Hamilton was that existing 
buildings’ plumbing, mechanical and electrical systems will be 50% of the bulk of work by 2010 
growing the service sector. Clean technology will be the next industry revolution. Power is Gold-hello 
Nuke, Co-Gen, and Energy Revolution. IAPMO, he indicated, was the code of the UA. He also 
announced that the UA headquarters was moving into a new building in Annapolis, Maryland, in 
February of 2009. The UA now has a green technology trailer for plumbing display and 
demonstrations at plumbing industry events across the country. Russ Chaney and Linden Raimer 
said IAPMO is in the process of writing a green code supplement adaptable to all existing codes to be 
ready in the beginning of 2010. Council members discussed a joint dedicated marketing and LEED 
education program for the service and repair portion of the plumbing and mechanical industry to bring 
existing buildings to a green certification standard. The next PCA and Plumbing Council meetings will 
be January 22, 2009, at the Chicago Hilton. The World Plumbing Council will meet March 9, 2009, in 
Frankfurt, Germany. The attendees at the PCA Conference had many choice programs to choose 
from. To name just a few: How Positioning Your Company Develops Your Business, Setting up a 
CAD and Coordination Services Division, Contract Clauses, Water Efficiency in High Performance 
Buildings, Evolution of CAD from 2D to BIM, Best Practices for Plumbing Pre-Fabrication, Developing 
Your Middle Management, Codes Updates, and Plumbing Service. Conference attendees were 
bused to a sponsored barbeque dinner at CFI Mechanical, hosted by Chuck Fell. His key personnel 
were on hand to showcase this modern plumbing pre-fabrication operation from design to ready for 
shipping to the job site. We were impressed.         
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A high point of these meetings that caught my attention, that an invitation would be initiated to have 
representation on these committees from ASPE. I was asked to contact Julius Ballanco and have him 
get in touch with PCA staff person Sean McGuire. This was done on my return home from the 
conference. ASPE representation would enhance both the PCA and the Plumbing Council. Julius 
indicated he would follow through on this initiative. 
 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
December Tech Program                                                                                                                                              
Applied Hydronic Radiant Heating & Cooling 
 
Rudi Tillmann is the Pro-Radiant Product Manager Viega NA. Rudi has worked for Viega for 7 years, 
5 as a product and radiant design engineer and two as their Product Manager. He received his 
degree in mechanical engineering from the University of Applied Science in Cologne, Germany. He 
focused on mechanical Hydronic radiant heating and cooling Systems. One of Rudi’s task at Viega 
was to transfer technology from Europe to North Vice versa. Rudi is an active member of the RPA 
and ASHRAE.  
 
Program: Presenting Hydronic radiant heating and cooling as an energy efficient and comfortable 
technology as an alternative to soley air- based heating and cooling systems. Design overview and 
features/benefits of radiant heating and cooling systems, Performance & Limitations; of water-based 
radiant heating and cooling systems. That are targeted applications. 
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President’s Report: January 2009 
On November 20, 2008, Esteban Cabello and I were off to the ASSE Annual 
Meeting in Orlando, Florida, where we hooked up with Paul Bladdick, Barry 
Pines, Ron George and Ron Chapman. I was sent there to ask that the 
working group and committee positions, vacated by Carl Schroeder when he 
retired, be assigned to Paul Baker (UA Instructor at the Plumbing Industry 
Training Center). Those vacated positions were on the Cross-Connection 
Control Technical Committee, Chapter Officers Training Committee, Code 
Committee, Professional Qualifications Standards Committee, 1020 Working 
Group, and the Series 5000 Working Group. Carl Schroeder, Michigan 
Chapter ASSE’s representative, served the American Society of Sanitary 

Engineering over eleven years dating back to 1997. Paul Baker, ASSE Michigan Chapter past 
president, worked his way up through the chairs starting when he was the apprentice plumber liaison 
to the Chapter’s board of directors. Esteban and I both spoke at the Al Cohen Memorial Presidents 
Liaison Conference. Our presentations were about the ASPE/ASSE joint education monthly meetings 
and about the support of our partners the Manufacturer’s local Representative firms. We handed out 
a copy of the ASPE/ASSE Plumbing Design & Handbook Classes 2008-2009 to each attendee. 
There were lots of praise and questions, resulting in the request to have our newsletter posted to the 
ASSE web site’s Michigan Chapter page. Esteban and I were well received by everyone in 
attendance wherever we went at the conference. Ron George sat in on the Manufacturers Advisory 
Committee meeting. At the board of directors meeting, the rules were suspended, and the proposed 
bylaw changes were tabled till the 2009 annual meeting. Pat Sugrue reported to the board the 
suggestions put forth at the Al Cohen Presidents Conference, the main one being to have the annual 
meetings return to places having large populations of plumbing industry people and an ASSE 
Chapter to draw from to boost attendance. They also recommended that first consideration be given 
to cities/areas where the local ASSE chapter indicated interest in having the annual meeting. The 
ASSE 2009 Annual Meeting will take place in San Antonio, Texas, on November 17-21, 2009. The 
next E. J. Zimmer Technical Seminar is entitled “Myth-Busters”.  
 
Election Results - Those elected to the ASSE International Officers and Directors were President 
Rich Prospal (Northern Ohio Chapter), 1st Vice President Linden Raimer (Retired), 2nd Vice 
President Ron Murray (UA Local 290), 3rd Vice President James Bickford (Florida Chapter), 
Treasurer John Flader (Illinois Chapter), Executive Director Shannon Corcoran (Northern Ohio 
Chapter), Immediate Past President Joseph Fugelo (Pennsylvania Chapter), Region 8 at Large 
Director Robert D. Tesar (Northern Ohio Chapter), Region 1 Director Donald Kool (UA local 290),  
Region 2 Director Central Don Reichartz (Retired), Region 3 Director S. Central John Jordan Jr. (City 
of Houston), Region 4 Director Midwest Richard Morin (Retired), Region 5 Director Southeast Kevin 
Fennell (Broward County), Region 6 East Director Edward Lyczko (Ohio Chapter), Region 7 Director 
Sean Cleary IAPMO.  
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National Awards; Henry B. Davis Award was presented to Patrick Sugrue, IPP, FASSE, of the 
Northern Ohio Chapter. No Fellow Awards were given this year. You may go to the ASSE web site 
(www.asse plumbing.org) for other award recipients.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
E.J. Zimmer Technical Seminar Courses with the theme this year, “Its Easy Being Green”, included 
Environmental Aspects of Plumbing, EPA Water Sense Program, Food Waste Disposers; Overlooked 
& misunderstood, Solar Energy & Water, Green Medical Gas, Green Plumbing & the International 
Residential Code, IAPMO Green Supplemental Code, “It’s Not Easy Being Green” presented by Ron 
George of the Michigan Chapter.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
Product Showcase Presentations - Showcased this year were Apollo Valves / Conbraco Industries, 
In-Sink-Erator, MIFAB, Wilkins, Division of Zurn Industries, Aqua-One Technologies / Fu San Valve, 
Kohler Company, Proset, and Zurn Paul Bladdick’s grandson James “Jake” Vlisides was awarded 
Scholarship money as well as Ron George’s Ryan Beaudrie. James was present to receive the 
Scholarship award in person and gave a nice thank-you speech to the banquet attendees, which was 
appreciated. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
January Tech Program                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Radiant Controls   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Rob Buyze, President of HS/Buy-Van for the last has 20 years. Pryor to that he worked as an 
electrician and has done laser alignment, training & repair of construction lasers. He is experienced 
with Hydronic Heating Systems including Tekmar Controls, Uponor Radiant and Plumbing Systems, 
Grundfos Pumps Triangle Tube Boilers and Honeywell Water Products. He is an associate member 
of ASHRAE, RPA, ACCA and MPMCA.  
 
Program: Control Strategies for heating and cooling 
incorporating both air and water systems: (1) We will 
be covering out door temperature reset with indoor 
feedback to maximize efficiency; (2) Water 
temperature controls covering both variable speed 
injection systems; 3 and 4 way mixing valves; (3) 
Network Control Systems to include cooling groups, 
zone synchronization, shared schedules and scenes; 
(4) Snowmelt control systems including both manual 
and automatic snow/ice detection. 
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President’s Report: February 2009 
Southeastern Michigan is well represented nationally on ASSE committees 
again in 2009. As many of you know, ASPE, ASSE, MBPA members and our 
Manufacturers Representatives have been networking well together. In many 
instances our members have memberships in more than one association. 
Having joint meetings have united our various trade disciplines into 
reorganizing that we collectively make up the Plumbing and Mechanical 
Industry here in Southeastern Michigan. Our ASPE/ASSE monthly meetings 
have grown into a well- rounded mixture of attendees coming from 
Contractors, Design Professionals, Organized Labor, Code Officials and 
Manufacturers Representatives. When our code group meets, it is a true 

consensus group that is well respected at the national code hearings with representation on the 
International Code Council Committees in Plumbing, Mechanical and Residential.  
 
I am delighted to name some of your peers and the committee that they are serving on in 2009: 
 

• Backflow Advisory--Paul Baker, Plumbing Industry Training Center (PITC): Paul Bladdick, LPB 
Company 

• Chapter Officers Training--Esteban Cabello, P.E., CPD, FASPE; Paul Baker, PITC Instructor 
& Plumbers Local 98 member 

• Codes--Paul Baker, PITC; Paul Bladdick, LPB Company; Barry Pines, CPD, C&R Plumbing 

• Cross Connection Control Technical--Paul Baker, PITC; Paul Bladdick, LPB Company 

• Energy & Water Conservation—Ronald L. George, CPD 

• Fellow Award—Paul Bladdick, LPB Company 

• Legionnaires Disease-- Ronald L. George, CPD 

• Past International Presidents—John Nussbaum, IPP FASSE 

• Plumbing Nomenclature-- Ronald L. George, CPD, Chairperson, Plumbing Standards 
Magazines—Paul Bladdick, LPB Company 

• Plumbing Testing Laboratory-- Ronald L. George, CPD 

• Product Standards-- Ronald L. George, CPD   

• Professional Qualifications Standards—Paul Baker, PITC: Paul Bladdick LPB Company; Ron 
Chapman, CPD;                              Barry Pines, CPD, C&R Plumbing 

• Publications & Public Relations-- Paul Bladdick LPB Company; 

• Resolutions—John Nussbaum 

• Seal Control Board-- Ronald L. George, CPD (Alternate Engineer) 

• Technical—Ronald l. George, CPD; Barry Pines CPD, C&R Plumbing 

• ASSE/NFPA Liaison—Thomas Mraulak PITC Instructor, Chairperson 
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Over the years we have set an example of what working collectively as one plumbing industry can 
accomplish. Joint meetings have kept us current in all new materials, methods, and design to enable 
us to serve the consumers our customers the general public, giving them a healthy and safe 
environment to live and work in on a daily basis. We have set an example for other chapters to follow 
and from what I told many are considering following in our footsteps. 
 
Our January 20th meeting showed a smaller turnout than we are used to seeing. I am told that the 
extreme weather conditions we were faced with was the cause and not the program. We are 
expecting a large crowed at our February 17, 2009 joint meeting with ASHRAE. I am looking forward 
to seeing you all there. I wish everyone of you a happy healthy and prosperous new year. 
 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
February Tech Program                                                                                                                                                                                           
Solar Today “What’s New Under the Sun 
 
Bob “hot rod’ Rohr has been a plumbing, radiant heat and solar contractor and installer for 30 years. 
A long time RPA member, and columnist for PHCC News and Mechanical Business Magazine. Bob 
has joined Caleffi North America as manager of Training and Education. Caleffi is a worldwide leader 
in innovative Hydronic solutions and now creating innovation into solar water and space heating. 
 
Program: Join Bob “hot rod” Rohr as we explore new solar and hydronic products. See some clever 
and unique products and see how to integrate solar into your Hydronic mix. Join the Caleffi Team as 
we explore design and piping concepts for solar thermal. We will go over various software design 
products to determine sola fraction for your specific area. We will then go into piping, storage and 
control options for DHW and Hydronic heating applications. Learn to determine what system design 
will fit the project best both from a design and budget standpoint. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 2009 
Plumbing Engineering & Design Handbook of Tables: For those of you 
who have purchased and received this remarkable tool of your profession 
there have been some errata sheets issued page 255 in chapter 2 and pages 
1032 and 1033 in chapter 10. Please get in touch with Cassandra Mudloff or 
I at (313) 341-7661 to make arrangements to have them mailed to you. I will 
also have them at the Plumbing Industry Training Center during our 
meetings, just ask me and you shall receive them. For those of you who have 
yet to purchase a copy of the Handbook of Tables, I still have 8 of them for 
sale at $100 apiece or tabbed with the errata sheets pasted in at $130 each. 
These prices are a great buy, member price as advertised in Plumbing 

Systems & Design magazine is $165.00. This is one book worth having and using that can save you 
time and bookshelf space.  
 
CPD Exam: The next CPD Exam will take place Friday, April 17th or Saturday, April 18, 2009. 
Registration has begun, I suggest to those of you who are planning on taking the exam to register by 
the middle of March. I can’t for the life of me understand why those of you who are Master Plumbers 
doing the plumbing design work for your company have not become CPDs. It certainly enhances your 
Master Plumber’s License and increases your value to your company. It is hoped sometime in the 
future that the CPD Certification will be recognized to seal plumbing drawings.  
 
February meeting was a huge success. The 110 plus in attendance really appreciated the format 
changes implemented. 1. Norm Hall from R.L. Deppmann Company did a program on the new 
methods of pump utilization in piping systems for the ASHRAE group. His presentation was from 4:00 
- 4:55 PM. I am planning to offer any other Manufacturers the same opportunity for 45 minutes to an 
hour presentation for their invited guest, if they have a paid-up tabletop display. 2. From 5:00 - 5:45 
PM will be for the Manufacturers to have access to the attendees prior to dinner. The attendees at the 
February meeting had a full hour with the Manufacturers’ representatives and the reps really 
appreciated the time spent with their potential customers/specifying Engineers. I believe that the new 
format will increase our tabletop displays, bring more attendance to the meeting and help increase 
our membership.  
 
International Code Council: The ICC plans to streamline the ICC Code Development Process.  
The recent criteria provided by the board of directors as of February 1, 2009 are as listed below: 
 

• Reduce the length of the Code Development Hearings (CDH) and Final Action Hearings 
(FAH), both number of days and hours  
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• Maintain the ICC Government Consensus Process  

• Reduce cost, both to the organization and the members • Increase electronic processing  

• Schedule all FAH at the Annual Business Meeting, which rotates location  

• Schedule CDH at one central re-occurring location  

• Increase participation  

• Maintain the importance of in-person attendance at the CDH and FAH  

• Increase importance of assembly action  

• Maintain (or increase) education offerings  

• Maintain the 3-year publication cycle  

• Schedule CDH and FAH at about the same time every year 
 
As more information is released, our representatives at the ICC will be reporting it to you at the 
ASPE/ASSE combined dinner meetings. Currently serving us at the ICC are Paul Bladdick, Barry 
Pines and Ron George; for the State of Michigan is Robert Konyndyk. They all have served us well. 
New or reappointments have not yet been announced by the ICC. When they occur, I will publish 
them in the newsletter. See you at the meeting. 
 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
March Tech Program                                                                                                                                                                            
Oil Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures (SPCC) Update Seminar 
 
Gregory G. Aymong: Vice President of Wastewater Treatment Systems for Highland Tank, The 
largest producers of Storage & Wastewater Treatment Tanks in the United States. Mr. Aymong 
Directs the National and International Engineering sales and marketing for these products. He is the 
inventor of the patented Hyland Tank Oil/Water Separator and Corella Tm coarlescer technology and 
has worked for Hyland Tank for 23 years. He has spoken about storage and wastewater treatment 
tanks at many Petroleum Equipment Institute (PEI), ASPE, (CSI), (ASHRAE) chapter meetings in the 
United States and Canada 
 
Program: Will you be in SPCC compliance when the new requirements take effect in November 20, 
2009? This Seminar has been developed by Highland Tank and is designed to promote a better 
understanding of, and compliance with the updated SPCC regulations. Gregory G. Aymong of 
Highland Tank will present a Power Point presentation with handouts to assist in understanding spill 
prevention plans, especially those areas dealing with aboveground storage tanks, secondary 
containment, and oil/water separators. The seminar is recommended for owners and managers of 
facilities that contain aboveground storage tanks, environmental regulators, consulting/specifying 
engineers, contractors, and installers. It will provide the latest information on the equipment available, 
material specifications and installation/operation techniques for safe above-ground and belowground 
storage and handling of hazardous materials and treatment/reuse of the facilities waste water prior to 
discharge.    
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: April 2009 
Code Development for the 2012 ICC Code Cycle is underway. The deadline 
for public proposals has been extended till June 1, 2009. Forms may be 
downloaded at www.iccsafe.org/cs/codes/2009-cycle or you may write up 
your proposed changes by May 15, 2009 and get them to Paul Bladdick, 
Barry Pines or myself by May15, 2009, so we can meet the June 1, 2009 
submittal deadline. Our code committee members Paul Baker, Paul Bladdick 
or Barry Pines can assist you if you need help.  
 
Over the past several years we have been actively and successfully involved 
in the code development process, with your help and contributions we will 

continue to be heard. This year’s hearings will be in October and November in Baltimore, Maryland, 
and we will be well represented there to hear and give testimony for the 2012 code cycle. As of this 
writing, I have not yet heard who will be representing us on the IPC Plumbing Committee or 
Residential Committee. You will be informed when dates are set for the Code Study and 
Development Committee to meet. You will be informed of the time and place of these meetings. 
Remember the committee is a consensus group made up of Plumbing Design Professionals, 
Contractors, Manufacturers Representatives, Journey and Master Plumbers and Regulatory / 
Inspectors. We are the only true consensus group that takes part at the IPC / Residential hearings.  
 
The following subjects, thus far, have been presented to Esteban Cabello, who is Co-Chair of the 
Symposium educational program. The Western Michigan Chapter and Eastern Michigan Chapters 
have requested LEED, (MCA Detroit had an outstanding 4-hour seminar on LEED and the speaker’s 
name was submitted to Esteban for consideration to be the presenter at the Symposium), Geothermal 
Design and Grey Water Systems were also suggested as possible subjects. Other subjects submitted 
were how to interpret and use the latest Domestic Water Heating Design Manual and the ASPE 
Plumbing Engineering & Design Handbook of Tables. Dave Jones of the John E. Green Company 
would like to have a program on B31.9 and have it presented by Walter Sperko. What would you like 
to have taught at the Symposium? Now is your chance to submit what your desires are to Esteban 
Cabello to forward to the Society. From now till October, I will be encouraging you to plan on 
attending the Symposium and please, as soon as you can, inform me of your intent. As of now we 
want your registrations to be through the Chapter so we may be able to possibly help you with a 
monetary subsidy based on the number of members we can send to the Symposium. The Western 
Michigan Chapter is joining us and will charter a bus to bring them down to the Symposium.  
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April Design Class to the Manufacturers’ Representatives we need some tabletops displays at the 
April meeting at NSF in Ann Arbor April 21, 2009. To the Members we need your attendance at  
the April 21, 2009 ASPE meeting. We will have some very nice door prizes for those in attendance at 
the April meeting at NSF. I am looking forward to seeing you there. 
 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
April Tech Program                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Backflow Prevention & Laboratory Cross Connection Control 
 
Paul Bladdick has been in the plumbing industry since 1966, a Master plumber and contractor since 
1978. His company the LPB Company specialized in cross connection control and backflow 
protection since 1992. Paul is certified to install, repair, and test backflow preventers in 14 states. He 
is a qualified instructor and proctor for backflow prevention courses. He is current president of the 
Michigan Backflow Prevention Association and active member of ABPA-National. He is Past 
President of the Michigan-Chapter ASSE, and candidate for 3rd vice president of the International 
Association. He currently is a member of all technical backflow technical committees. He writes for 
Plumbing Standards magazines and contributes articles for other major trade publications. Paul 
speaks at various educational trade seminars including the ASPE conference in Tampa, Florida.                                                                                            
 
Program: Paul will talk about the 
importance of the thorough surveys of 
laboratory facilities for cross connections, 
including what to look for, where to look 
and the proper way to correct them, 
based on the degree of the hazards 
posed. This will take place on site in an 
NSF laboratory. Check our website for a 
map to NSF International in Ann Arbor, 
Michigan. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: May 2009 
What will the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE be offering in 
education from September 2009 through May of 2010? The Program 
Committee would like to hear from you, the membership, regarding your 
needs. What will you need to improve your engineering/job skills? You can 
let us know by telling us what chapters from the ASPE Plumbing Engineering 
Design Handbooks you would like us to concentrate on. We, again, will have 
at least two early 2-hour courses and the after-dinner significant/leading edge 
topics to keep you current in the latest technology available to you and your 
clients. You may send your request to me prior to June 12, 2009. Better 
yet...bring them to the May 19th meeting.  

 
The ASPE Symposium October 22nd through October 25th, 2009 will be in Dearborn, 
Michigan, at the Hyatt Regency Hotel. I will need to know, way in advance, how many of you will be 
taking advantage of this exceptional University of ASPE Educational opportunity here in your own 
backyard. This is extremely important to the Chapter, so we can get favorable pricing for you, our 
members. We are also asking that you make your reservations through the Chapter rather than the 
Society. We are currently in a position that we may be able to offer you a reduced rate. I cannot at 
this writing divulge to you the particulars, come to the May 19th meeting to hear what’s going on 
firsthand and be ready to vote on the issues being presented. One of the issues that will be discussed 
and voted on is the dues rebate issue. It is your money owed to the Chapter. Loads of prizes will be 
given away and 10, 20 and 30-year pins awarded. There will be an election of Officers and Directors 
as well. You may very well want to have a say in who leads you next year.  
 
Our congratulations to Ryan Beaudrie for receiving an Alfred Steele Scholarship Award of $2,500. 
Ryan, a senior at Lawrence Tech University, is one of our student chapter members and employed by 
Ron George Design and Consulting Services as a mechanical designer/ CAD operator.  
 
Society Membership: For those of you who are having a hard time due to the economy, the Society 
understands your dilemma and will endeavor to help you stay a member. Please read the section 
taken from Stan Wolfson’s report, “To Those Who Are Struggling Financially,” out of Plumbing 
Systems &Design magazine in this newsletter (see page 2). While we are getting a number of new 
members, we would like to retain our current members. Speaking of new members, from May of 2008 
to the present, the following named individuals have become ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 
members: Paul Baker, Robert F. Bankstahl, Jeremy Brown, Bradley Costa, David Helwig, Kit Latimer, 
Conrad Miller, Darren O’Brien, David Orton, James Paschal, Paul Prentice, Josh Reiser, David 
Rhodes, Mark Rychwa, Rob Teifer, Thomas Weiberg and most recently Allen Verriest from C&R 
Plumbing. Our thanks to Rick Johnston, Cindy Zatto and their Membership Committee for a job well 
done.  
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To our Manufacturers’ Representatives: Again, thank you for your continued support. I assure you 
that we will maintain the practice of giving you 45 minutes to an hour with the attendees prior to 
dinner. We will also continue the practice of letting Reps, who so desire, to put on pre-arranged 
presentations from 3:30 till 5:00 PM and invite your customers, as long as you give me a month in 
advance notice. I will work with you on a first come first served basis. I would expect that you will also 
display with a tabletop display on that occasion and encourage membership to ASPE. 
 
Your President, 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
May Tech Program                                                                                                                                                                                          
Advanced Water Restoration 
 
Cliff Roe worked 27 years as a general 
contractor which included new construction 
with Walbridge Aldinger and as an operator 
for underground piping systems at the 
University of Michigan Hospital in Ann Arbor, 
MI. In 2002, he started working on a water 
distribution monitoring system. In 2004, Jim 
Ridgway, President of DynamOx, Brought 
him in to redesign the DynamOx System, 
make mechanical design changes to 
previously failed testing equipment and 
demonstrate the science behind this new 
technology would work.    
                                                                                                                                                                                  
Program: Henry’s Law states: At a constant 
temperature, the amount of a given gas 
dissolved in a given type and volume of liquid 
is directly proportional to the partial pressure 
of the gas in equilibrium with the liquid. In 
other words; you cannot dissolve O2 
(oxygen) into H2O (water) beyond 
atmospheric at a given temperature. Cliff will 
demonstrate and explain in layman’s terms 
the DynamOx System will inject O2 into H2O 
in greater amounts possible stated in Henry’s 
Law! The benefits to all of us from this 
process are immense. This technology is 
being applied to wastewater, industrial 
wastewater, agriculture, farming, the military, river reclamation; basically all industries that produce 
wastewater. This same DynamOx process will illuminate the odors that are common in these 
environments too. This process is compliant with both the EPA and NOAA. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: May 2009 
 
ATTENTION members and owners of A&E firms, and plumbing and 
mechanical contractors with engineering department heads and 
managers: As the 2009/2010 President of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of 
the American Society of Plumbing Engineers, it is my pleasure to invite you 
and your company employees to what will be an exciting educational 
program year.  
 
The 2009/2010 meeting nights will be held on the third Tuesday of each 
month beginning in September 2009 and ending in May of 2010. These 

meetings will be held at the Plumbing Industry Training Center in Troy, Michigan. If you or your firm 
wishes to put on a program of your own for your employees prior to our normal dinner meeting on a 
meeting day, it can be arranged by calling John Nussbaum.  
 
 
The 2009/2010 year will feature 
plumbing and mechanical design 
classes inclusive of CPD Exam 
preparation. These are hands-on 
exercises for the attendees to do in 
class. Calculators can be used during 
class. These classes will start at 3:30 
PM and end at 5:30 PM in time for a 
catered dinner and the evening 
program. Dinners are provided for 
members or invited guests of our 
manufacturers’ representatives. Once 
again, we are providing basic classes 
of plumbing and mechanical 
engineering for the newcomer or 
persons needing to improve their skills. 
Manufacturers’ representatives will also 
be presenting classes from 3:30 PM to 
5:00 PM on new products, methods 
and engineering data to keep you 
informed on changes in the plumbing 
and mechanical industry.  
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This year’s programming is LEED and Green 
intensive to keep you prepared for what is 
coming in water and energy conservation in 
existing commercial and industrial buildings. 
Our ASPE/ ASSE hosted meetings draw the 
design professionals, plumbing and 
mechanical engineers, specification writers, 
journey and master plumbers and code 
officials. Education is key to everyone in the 
piping industry; CEU credits will be available 
to attendees for this year’s programming. 
Our manufacturers’ representatives welcome 
your attendance at these meetings.  
 
The programming is planned to adjourn 
between 8:00 - 8:30 PM. Look for the 
brochure in August, which will give you the 
syllabus of our 2009/ 2010 technical 
programming, including bios of guest 
speakers and presenters. I am sure you will 
find educational topics pertinent to your 
everyday design application needs. I am 
looking forward to seeing you and your 
employees at the meetings and hope the 
performance questionnaires will be filled out 
and returned with your comments and 
suggestions so we can honestly fulfill your 
expectations and needs. 
 
Your President, 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: September 2009 
What summer we had is coming to the end. I hope everyone made the most 
of their vacation time with family and friends. September begins our 
continuation of Green education with the 2009/2010 educational and board 
meetings that will run through May of 2010. It is important that though times 
are tough we make every effort to continue to operate so as to provide the 
where with needed to serve you the members, to that which you have 
become accustomed to receiving in education, communication and dinner 
meetings.  
 
Your board of directors and I have worked hard on your behalf to be able to 

subsidize part of your registration fee to the forthcoming ASPE/PCA Technical Symposium in 
Dearborn, Michigan, on October 22-25, 2009. Keeping this in mind, I hope many of you will take 
advantage of this first-time opportunity to attend some of the 25 quality programs here in your own 
backyard at an affordable price. I am reminding you that the subsidized rate of $395.00 is reserved 
for the first 30 ASPE EMC and PCA/MCA Detroit chapter members who register. Registrations will be 
accepted on a first come first served basis–checks (payable to ASPE EMC) and registrations must be 
in my hands at 14801 W. 8 Mile Road, Detroit, MI 48235 by October 1, 2009. This 2009 ASPE/PCA 
Technical Symposium is a first-time joint venture to bring the Engineering community together with 
the Contracting community with top quality educational classes common to both, to better serve the 
buyers of your services. Be advised that there are a number of class subjects that you have been 
seeking, such as hands-on BIM, CPD exam prep, and LEED® certification. Though the CPD exam 
class will cost you an additional $35.00, that includes a copy of the review manual. For those who 
have been struggling with passing the exam, this is an opportunity you do not want to miss. For 
attending the symposium, you will also receive 15 educational contact hours, a plethora of invaluable 
take-home materials to reference and share with colleagues. On Thursday, from 3:00 - 8:00 pm, you 
may want to attend the engineering and contracting product exhibition with a complementary tailgate-
style buffet. A dozen laptops will be given away. And be reminded this is a great event to network 
with the best of the best from around the country. What are you waiting for? Register today!  
 
Contractors, Inspectors, and Design Professionals–be aware that the 2005 NFPA 99C will remain 
in effect for the next three years. The Council now requires further processing of the 2010 edition of 
NFPA 99 and will be reentered into the 2011revision cycle.  

 
Manufacturers and your representatives–I am counting on your support again for advertising in our 
newsletter and taking table top displays to keep us moving forward. Without your support, we are 
doomed to fail. As long as I have been involved, you have never let me or the chapter down. I  
trust that you will continue your support of the chapter and take advantage of 4 tabletop nights for the 
$600.00, saving you $200.00. As of this newsletter, only four of you have taken advantage of this 
savings.  
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September 2009 
 
Members–let’s get to the meetings and make the 2009/2010 year a good year. 
 
Your President, 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
September 2009, Tech Program                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
How & Why-Mechanical Engineers & Contractors need to be LEED Certified                                                                                        
Mike Dolkowski has over 33 years’ experience in the environmental /sustainability /energy 
conservation arena. Mike opened over the years several companies, of which deals with various 
types environmental recycling, from electronics, difficult metals and plastics. In 1999 he purchased 
his third business, Environmental Recycling Group located in Livonia, MI specializing in hazardous 
waste cleanup; property assessments phase 1 and phase 11, and a Brownfield property.  
 
With request from his clients for carbon credits and energy audits, he created Carbon Credit 
Environmental Services (CCES) in October 2007, based in Detroit, MI. CCES provides energy/GHG 
audits and Life Cycle Analysis of products to companies, while assisting with alternative energy 
options saving companies money and producing a ROL. In 2007, he designed the 1st first 
deconstruction rather than demolition for DTE Edison. All materials were reused or recycled. He 
received Vendor of the year award from Detroit Edison in 2003.  
 
Program: 

• The Role of the Specifying Engineer &Why the Engineer needs to be LEED Certified 
• Innovative Engineering 
• Governments role in Climate Change Policy and why you as an engineer need to Think 

Green 
• Why do I need to become Certified Green Contractor 
• What is a “Carbon Foot Print ” & How do I calculate a “Carbon Footprint” 
• Federal and State legislation on GHG, CO2 emissions, alternative energy and 

Conservation 
• Federal and State Tax credits and tax incentives for Alternative Energy Conservation 

Measures equipment 
• What systems qualify solar, wind, geothermal, hybred systems 
• Solar and Geothermal basics for the environments 
• EPP (Environmentally Preferred Purchasing) why this program is important to the 

“Certified Green Contractor” 
• How do I register as a “Certified Green Contractor “for EPP program 
• Calculating Energy Consumption and Savings 
• Product selection Not All Energy Star Equipment Qualifies for the Tax Programs 
• Environmental Training for the “Certified Green Contractor”  
• Setting up a “Green Shop” 
• New Green Technologies. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: October 2009 
The September meeting; those who failed to attend the meeting missed an 
opportunity to learn where and how to get some of that stimulus money being 
made available through governmental grants to green government buildings. 
The few who did attend stayed over with the speaker asking questions and 
taking notes. Needless to say, I was disappointed in the turnout and 
wondering if the effort of asking you, the members, for the topics and 
speakers you want is worth the effort. The comments heard during and after 
the meeting from those in attendance where positive and indicated they 
would like a follow-up on the subject with the same speaker.  
 

Plumbing Engineering and Contracting Technical Symposium Time is running out ASPE and 
PCA / MCA Detroit members. I cannot stress to you enough the value of taking advantage of this 
cost-effective premier technical and professional educational event here in our own backyard. Two- 
and one-half days of instruction taught by nationally recognized experts, designers, engineers and 
contractors. I implore you not to miss this exceptional unprecedented opportunity to stay informed of 
our rapidly changing technologies. Those of you who would like to enhance your careers by 
becoming certified plumbing designers, this is your opportunity to take a full day of instruction in 
preparation for the CPD exam for an additional $35.00 (including the book). It is a bargain.  
 
Registration forms are available at 14801 West 8 Mile Road. Checks are to be made out to the 
Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE. Remember, the chapter is subsidizing the first 30 persons who 
sign up on a first come first served basis.  
 
IT IS FREE  
The on-site Engineered Plumbing and Contracting Exhibition is free on Thursday, October 22, from 
3:00 pm till 8:00 pm. The Manufacturers are providing food and drink! Bring your employees. The 
manufacturers desire your attendance—the more that come, the better they like it. Again, the Place 
the Hyatt Regency Dearborn, for more information you may contact me at (313) 341-7661 ext. 211.  
 
Help! Manufacturers  
I again am asking for your continued support. Only one tabletop was reserved at the September 
meeting. It did not cover the cost of dinner. Newsletter advertisers—we need your ads to support the 
publishing of the newsletter, flyers and the annual program brochure. These are the items that  
allow us to serve and communicate with you and the members. Without your continued support, we 
can’t exist. Dues alone are not enough to fund the activities you have come to enjoy. We are very 
fortunate to have a first-class meeting place for our meetings and events thanks to the Plumbing 
Industry Training Trustees and the Directors of Training at the Training Center and the support of 
MCA Detroit.  
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Joint ASPE / ASSE Meetings For the benefit of new members whether ASPE or ASSE: When this 
all began over 12 years ago, we realized that the manufacturers were supporting two or more dinner 
meetings a month and to some of us this made no sense at all. There were fewer attendees, little or 
no networking, and competition for recruiting members was fierce. It wasn’t long after the joint 
meetings began that attendance at the meetings went from about a dozen into the 40s and 50s. 
Networking increased to the point that contractors and plumbers became active with the design 
professionals and both ASPE and ASSE memberships grew. Many today belong to both of these 
associations and their boards of directors boast of having dual members serving on them. Because of 
all this, our associations have flourished and our ASSE Awards Banquet has become a huge success 
story. I might add that we have, on occasion, broke 90 at a meeting and last year had over a hundred 
in attendance. In summation, I must say it certainly has united the Plumbing Industry in Southeastern 
Michigan. 
 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
October Tech Program                                                                                                                                                        
Michigan Regulations for Geothermal Closed Loop Systems 
 
Mike Gaber is Chief of the Well Construction Unit, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality. 
Lansing. Mr. Gaber’s duties are implementing the Michigan Water Well Construction and Pump 
Installation Code (with assistance from 45 county and district health departments), and managing the 
water well drilling contractor registration program. Mr. Gaber has been employed with the State of 
Michigan’s drinking water program nearly 30 years and is instrumental in improving practices in the 
water well industry for protection of public health. His educational background includes biology under 
graduate degree from Northwestern Illinois University, Chicago, and a master’s degree from the 
School of Public Health, University of Michigan Ann Arbor. 
 
Program: Geothermal Heat Pumps—Regulatory Perspective provides an overview of heat pump 
technology and explains environmental concerns and regulatory implications. The presentation 
covers how the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality is working closely with industry to 
develop standards for Construction, decommissioning and reporting of geothermal closed-loops. 
Water Well Construction in Michigan looks at trends and highlights some of the unique aspects of 
ground development in Michigan.   
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ASPE / PCA-MCA Members of Detroit and Southeastern Michigan: 
 

The University of ASPE and University of PCA Jointly Present the 
2009 Plumbing Engineering and Contracting Technical Symposium 

Dearborn Hyatt Regency Hotel, Michigan / October 22-25, 2009 
 
As the President of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing 
Engineering I urge you to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity of attending a national 
conference such as this one on your own turf. 
 
This symposium is unique because it is a first between these two national organizations that 
represents both the design professionals and the contractors who are responsible to the 
customers you serve. Here you can spend time with some of the most successful people in 
the industry. Learn from them to enhance and increase your business opportunities. 
 
Having this conference locally makes it affordable for the following reasons, no airfare, taxi or 
hotel expenses if you live in the area. The Eastern Michigan Chapter is subsidizing the 
registration fee if you are a member of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE or 
Detroit PCA/MCA Chapter. For those who are not members I suggest you consider 
becoming members and take advantage of the once a month ASPE / ASSE educational 
meetings beginning September 2009 and ending May of 2010. The programming is centered 
on LEED, GREEN. The catered dinners are free and take place at the Plumbing Industry 
Training Center. The syllabus for the 2009 / 2010 programs will be available sometime 
around the end of August you may also observe them on the ASPE or MCA web site. Your 
membership is really paid for out of the savings from the registration fee. Non Member 
Registration is $595.00, Eastern Michigan Chapter and Detroit PCA/MCA Detroit Member 
Registration cost is $395.00. Checks are to be made out to the Eastern Michigan Chapter 
of ASPE on or before October 1rst, 2009. Member Applications are available through John 
Nussbaum at the MCA-Detroit Office. Watch for further updated information from ASPE 
National in your mail and on the various web sites. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



366 | P a g e  

October 2009 
 

 
 



367 | P a g e  

October 2009 
 

 



368 | P a g e  

 
ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: November 2009 
October Non-Meeting: It was unfortunate that the October 20th meeting had 
to be canceled because of a power outage caused when a Canadian goose 
flew into the transformer and fried itself. Not only did the explosion shake up 
those of us at the school, we had tenants from other buildings coming down 
to see if anyone was hurt. This happened just before noon, too late to move 
the meeting to the MCA Detroit offices on 8 Mile Road. This meeting will be 
rescheduled as a June 2010 meeting.  
 
ASPE / PCA 2009 Technical Symposium: When it ended on Sunday at 
12:00 PM, many of the attendees came over to compliment the Eastern 

Michigan Chapter for the success of the 2009 Symposium. Though I was gratified, I had to reply that 
though we were the host chapter kudos had to go to ASPE national staff who bore most of the burden 
for the success of the Symposium. They were awesome! Yes, we too worked hard during the months 
of September and October to promote the Technical Symposium and events such as the tailgate 
party on Thursday night, which was hosted by the manufacturers. It was a huge success with 
contractors, engineers and employees participating from 5:00 PM through 8:00 PM, clogging up the 
aisles and enjoying the food and beverage as they mingled and conversed. The manufacturers and 
their representatives were pleased with the turn out. I also wish to express my thanks to MCA Detroit 
staff members Molly Forward, Mary Chapman, and Cassie Mudloff who helped me with the mailings 
of promotional materials, registrations, and kept me in a positive good mood while trying my best to 
get a turn out. I was not alone. Chapter board members, especially my committee Paul Bladdick, 
Esteban Cabello, Barry Pines and Cindy Zatto, worked with me and deserve much of the credit by 
taking time to meet with Stan Wolfson, Pam Formento and myself at the hotel on a couple of 
occasions. Last, but not least, the hotel staff and personnel were outstanding. I counted about twenty 
or so of our members who attended. The plumbing industry represented was truly a mixed group 
between our contractors, engineers and manufacturers’ representatives. MCA/ PCA companies 
represented were Limbach Co., C & R Plumbing, Bill James Plumbing, John E. Green Co., Guardian 
Plumbing & Heating, to name a few. Engineering firms represented include Ron George Consulting, 
JRED Engineering, Chrysler Corporation, Di Clemente-Siegel Engineers, William Kibbe & Associates 
Inc., Giffels Associates, Jones & Henry Engineers, self-employed John Snyder CPD (Master 
Plumber), and Stuart Fisher (Plumbing Engineer). Manufacturers’ representatives registered for the 
technical classes included Dann Holmes (Viega Plumbing & Heating Systems) and Cindy Zatto (VE 
Sales Co.).  
 
Chapter Winners: Eastern Michigan Chapter members who won notebook computers were Hank 
Koppelo of Bill James Plumbing, John Snyder, Robert Frey, Stuart Fisher and yours truly.  
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Awards and Certificates of Appreciation:  

• Certificate of Appreciation for being a Diamond Sponsor  
• Certificate of Appreciation for the Overall Success of the 2009 Technical Symposium  
• Certificate of Recognition, “In Tribute To The Eastern Michigan Chapter In Recognition For 

Its Commitment And Dedication To The Growth, Health And Prosperity Of The Society For 
The Forgiveness Of All The Past Dues Rebates Making It Possible for The Society to 
Purchase Its Own Office Building.”  

• Chapter Award of Merit: 2008/2009, for Outstanding Accomplishments.  
• Special Chapter Award of Accomplishment: 2008/2009 Best Annual Report in Region 2. I 

felt I was in a marathon as I was summoned to the podium no less than 5 times in two 
days.   

 
Symposium Highlights: Dave Jones from the John E. Green Company and I attended two 
outstanding and informative seminars, “Design of High Containment Plumbing Systems for 
Laboratories” and “The Blueprint for Growing Profits During This Recession”. Barry Pines and 
Esteban Cabello also attended the latter one. Kit Latimer, Hank Koppelo and Dave Rhodes attended 
the Saturday CPD Review Class and intend to take the test in April of 2010. I also sat in on the 
residential fire protection classes dealing with NFPA 13 R and 13 D, and rainwater harvesting 
systems. Other popular classes were “Medical Gas Systems” by Edward Lyczko, and the BIM Series-
Classes 1-5. The “Gaining Understanding Between Contractor & Engineers” went over well. 
Comments heard afterward were very positive and attendees would like to see more of that done in 
the future. Tony D’Ascenzo of Guardian Plumbing & Heating, a member of the PCA board of 
directors, was a key participant.  
 
Again: I conclude—the ASPE / PCA Technical Symposium was a bargain for those who attended 
and for those who passed up this opportunity you missed a once-in-a-lifetime chance while it was 
here in your own backyard. 
 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
November Tech Program                                                                                                                                                         
Capturing the Real Green in Cost Effective Hot Water Renovation Projects 
 
Alan Deal, PE, is president of Performance Engineering Group, Inc. Performance Engineering Group 
has been actively involved in designing and marketing domestic hot water systems, Hydronic radiant 
heating systems since 1964. Alan is very active in local professional associations including, ASPE 
Eastern Michigan chapter, the Detroit chapter of the ASHRAE (past president) and the Eastern 
Michigan Radiant Panel Association (past president). 
 
Program: When designing replacement domestic hot water or Hydronic heating systems, the designer 
is faced with making many decisions and assumptions. This presentation will focus on the wet-side of 
the HVAC industry, and in particular renovation of existing heating systems for space conditioning 
and other building loads. A review of the tools and methods used to select equipment and some new 
ideas on revealing the real needs of the building. Several case studies will be presented with 
comparisons of technology will included in the presentation. A portion of the program will be covering 
the application point areas in a LEED certified project and ideas for innovation in design potential.    
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: December 2009 
In closing out the year, I would like to wish you and your families a Merry 
Christmas, Happy Chanukah and a happy, healthy and prosperous New 
Year. May God watch over our men and women serving in the Armed Forces 
who are in harm’s way to keep and preserve our freedom and liberty that 
those who came before us fought and died for. We should all stop and pray 
for peace and the safe return of these brave men and women during this 
holiday season.  
 
I sincerely hope that the light attendance at the September and November 
meetings was due to short notice and a change of dates, and not of the hard-

economic times that we are all going through. It is important that we do not lose sight that the 
educational programming being provided is designed to help keep you informed and up to date in a 
constantly changing plumbing and mechanical industry. It is times like this in which continued 
education is most important to our survival. As you may already know, this year’s programming is 
what the industry changes are all about— we are being pushed toward energy and water 
conservation by the federal government. Alan Deal’s program, “Capturing the Real Green in Cost 
Effective Hot Water Renovation Projects Design and Engineering”, was not only very interesting and 
informative, but also eye opening and very GREEN. I hope you are aware that the September 2009 
through June 2010 selected offerings are what the members asked for, i.e. Green and LEED 
promoted.  
 
The symposium showed many of us who attended that the design professional and PCA contractor 
must work hand in hand to fulfill the expectations of the owners, who are our customers. It is they who 
keep us in business. I have noticed that those of you who have managed to attend the meetings have 
stayed for the entire meeting, asked great questions, and let me know how well you liked what you 
had seen and heard.  
 
The board of directors and I will continue to work hard at serving your needs to the best of our ability, 
however, we need your help and continued support to continue to fulfill your expectations and needs. 
Again, I wish to encourage the manufacturers’ representatives to take the initiative in inviting their 
customers to our meetings. It is as much to their interests to have customers come, see, and hear, as 
it is to the rest of us. We are providing the educational means and venue for networking within the 
plumbing and mechanical industry. I am looking forward to seeing you all at the December meeting. 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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December Tech Program                                                                                                                                                                  
LEED: Applications for and on Plumbing in Retrofit of Existing Buildings 
 
Ron George is the president of Ron George Design & Consulting. Ron is very familiar with the 
Plumbing and Mechanical codes and standards committees. He has 30 years’ experience designing 
Plumbing & Mechanical systems for major architectural/engineering and design/construct firms. He 
has served as an expert witness in many cases and performs forensic investigations throughout the 
United States. His design experience has been on all types of new buildings and old buildings 
needing renovation of their plumbing & mechanical Systems. 
 
Program: Overview of the LEEDs program (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design): LEED 
Points System for Plumbing; Survey of existing building for potential savings (Water, Energy); Pitfalls 
(electronic fixtures, oversized pipe, diversion of waste for grey water reuse, scalding concerns with 
older style two handled shower valves and low flow shower heads etc.); Saving water and energy 
wisely; Benefits from Energy & Water savings; Sample water and energy savings for two existing 
buildings. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: January 2010 
The officers and directors wish you and yours a healthy and prosperous 
2010. That being said, I invite your participation at the ASSE/ASPE annual 
awards night dinner on Saturday, January 30, 2010, at the Shriners 
Conference Center on Southfield Road in Southfield, Michigan. This will be 
our third year at this location at the request of the membership. Again, we will 
have an open bar, same dinner menu, and no increase in price. The John E. 
Matthews Scholarship Fund is, once again, raffling off a 42’ flat screen TV, 
limiting ticket sales to 500 tickets. The honorees receiving awards at this 
year’s banquet are Jason Loverich (Lochinvar Manufacturer’s 
Representative) recipient of the Malcolm Wallace Award; Edwin Hawley, 

CPD, (ASPE Engineer of the Year) recipient of the John E. Matthews Award; Matthew R. Kapcia 
(Backflow Prevention) recipient of the Larry Burkheiser Award; and Wayne Robinson (Inspector of the 
Year) recipient of the Albert Cohen Award. The L. Glen Shields Award will be presented to Joseph 
Hernandez, CPD. You also get to meet this year’s recipient of the John E. Matthews Scholarship 
Fund money. I urge you to bring your wives, friends and relatives to come and honor these award 
recipients. There will be music and dancing for those who wish to get up and cut a rug. The keynote 
speaker is Richard Prospal, IPP, and member of the World Plumbing Council, who will speak on the 
subject, “Environmental Aspects of Plumbing”. Ron Murray, ASSE International President, will install 
the 2010 Officers and Directors. Though we and our industry are going through hard times, this 
festive occasion is an opportunity to get your mind off worries while enjoying a social evening with 
other plumbing industry members. A good time was had by all last year and it is anticipated the same 
good times will prevail this year.  
 
The upcoming year, 2010, will present some challenges and changes for the Eastern Michigan 
Chapter. The meeting we missed due to the power failure at the Plumbing Industry Training Center 
(PITC) will be made up in late May or early June as a lunch meeting from 12:00 PM till 2:00 PM. The 
timing of this meeting is a trial for our members prior to setting the agenda for the 2010/2011 
meetings beginning in September. The board wants to know if scheduling daytime meetings would 
more easily work into our members’ schedules and thus boost attendance. Alan Deal indicated at our 
December board meeting that ASHRAE has done this successfully and increased their attendance. I 
would like to have the members come forward and give us some direction as to what your 
preferences would be regarding our meetings.  
 
In March or April, we will have a half day seminar from the ASPE 2nd edition of their Domestic Water 
Heating Design Manual. Alan Deal will be the presenter and the seminar will take place at the PITC. 
Also, under consideration is a five or six hour plumbing code update class for plumbing contractors 
and plumbing engineers on the 2009 Michigan Plumbing Code at the PITC.  
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Now the challenges: We are not making our monthly expenses due to a lack of tabletop displays 
funded by our manufacturers’ representatives. Again, it is the local economy, but unless this changes 
we will have to charge a dinner fee of $25.00 per attendee as some other chapters do. I sincerely 
hope that this will not become necessary and that the manufacturers step up and support the chapter 
through the tabletop displays and by taking advantage of inviting their customers to come, see and 
hear about their new products. If you are wondering about our monthly expenses, they are the 
newsletter produced by Mary, mailings and printing by George Johnston, our share of the copier cost, 
and the dinners provided by our caterer, Ginny. Not included is what is donated by MCA Detroit in 
staff time and the use of the Plumbing Industry Training Center. As your elected president, like it or 
not, it is up to me to 
 
Keep you informed of the chapter’s activities no matter whether positive or negative the buck stops 
here with me. I hope to see and hear from more of you at the January meeting. 
 
Your President, 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
January Tech Program                                                                                                                                            
Pressurized Commercial Solar Thermal System Design 
 
Program Jim Rogers, LEED AP is currently a sales consultant for the Prentice Company of Oak Park, 
Michigan, representing Viessmann and Raychem commercial products. Jim is a graduate of Macomb 
College Climate Control Technology Program & Baker College Business Leadership degree program. 
Jim’s experience the past 25 years include commercial boiler service, hydronic system design, 
hydronc snow melting systems, renewable energy systems, hot-water temperature maintenance 
systems electric radiant, heat tracing, electric radiant, electric snow melt, commercial marketing 
systems and equipment design. He currently resides in Rockford (Grand Rapids), Michigan. He is 
member of the Great Lakes Renewable Energy Association West Michigan Chapter USGBC, ASPE 
and current President of the West Michigan Chapter of ASHRAE 
 
Program: SRCC ratings and what they mean; Energy Savings Goals: Designing with OG100 Solar 
Collectors: Flat Panel and Vacuum Tubes; System modeling with software, Solar Thermal System 
components; Piping design-stand-alone systems; Piping Design – combined Systems; System 
Control Strategies. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: February 2010 
I am deeply grateful to those manufacturers and representatives who 
continue their support of ASPE / ASSE dinner meetings even in these times 
of cut-backs due to the poor economic conditions we are all going through. 
The Board of Directors also appreciates your dedication and support. Without 
you, we would not be able to carry on as we have become accustomed to 
over the years.  
 
Both ASPE and ASSE have been in transition:  
 
ASSE has improved with the new additional professional staff people at the 

Society offices in Westlake, Ohio. The Plumbing Standards magazine is a greatly improved 
publication and the standards are being revised in a timely manner. I have visited them and sat in on 
a wellrun working group meeting last June and was impressed with how well it was proceeding. Last 
year’s president, Richard Prospal, upon taking office promised he would work with the Board of 
Directors to have the Society improve their business operations and become more visible and 
dedicated to serving the membership. Richard also has reached out to other plumbing industry 
associations to improve relations to the point of helping each other become better informed. It is my 
opinion that Richard has delivered on his promise to improve ASSE as he stated he would when 
elected.  
 
ASPE, as many of you are aware, has been and continues to be in a state of transition. First it was 
the upheaval of moving from California to Chicago, Illinois, after hiring Stan Wolfson. The lawsuits 
over the magazine’s name that put us in debt, the dues rebate issues (Chapters verses the Society) 
and one controversy after another and the sudden and untimely death of VP Technical Norman 
Parks, has kept the Society in turmoil.  
 
Aside from all of this, a lot of positive things have taken place including the election of Julius Ballanco 
as Society president—mind you, he is in his second term. Julius has been remarkable. He has 
worked well with Stan to pull the magazine from red to black ink and PS&D has become the primer 
and most sought-after plumbing engineering publication in the plumbing industry. Julius and Stan 
worked diligently to locate and secure a home for the Society and were instrumental in raising the 
money to make it happen (I am aware of the pressure put on us to forgive the past dues rebates as 
many chapters did, however, the end justified the means). Yes, there are some who have criticized 
and complained about the direction that Stan and Julius have moved the Society, but for the most 
part we as a Society are far better off today than we were before they came along. The transition is 
ongoing as Stan is retiring at the end of the year and a committee has been established to find his 
replacement. We at the local level must always be vigilant, watchful and continue to voice our 
concerns through our regional chairpersons who represent us at the board level. Speaking of the 
board, it too has gone through change for the better. I am one who believes that the membership 
must make sure that the people elected to the board are the people you feel will represent you and  
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your chapter and not become a good old boy club member looking after their own selfish interest. We 
are very fortunate to have Mitch Clemente as our Region 2 Chairman, who has represented us well at 
the board level and remains open to hearing our views and opinions.  
 
CPD - For those who are interested in becoming CPD accredited, Joe Hernandez will begin his 
review classes starting this month and has new materials and PowerPoint presentations that will help 
prepare you to take the exam. His class begins around 3:30 PM and runs to 6:00 PM. Also, watch for 
the informational flyer for the upcoming half-day seminar on Domestic Water Heating. 
 
Your President, 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
February Tech Program                                                                                                                                                                                 
Water Safety = Life Safety: Mechanical Engineer/ Hospital Engineer 
 
After losing two family members to hospital-acquired illnesses, Stacey Wesselink joined Liqui Tech 
Environmental in 2008 to foster the growing culture of patient safety initiatives in hospitals. As 
National Director of the firm’s Pathogen Division, Stacey works closely with hospital, architectural and 
engineering firms to develop best-practices that reduce life safety risks associated with waterborne 
pathogens.  
 
Program; this presentation offers an in depth 
examination of the undeniable impact that the 
domestic water system has on safety, clinical 
outcomes and economics. We will explore the 
climate of regulatory and health care reimbursement 
pressures that are shaping new “best practices” for 
Mechanical Engineers to minimize risk related to 
domestic water system contamination. Discussion 
will cover what the DOD, VHA, ASHRAE, and other 
proactive organizations are doing to increase safety 
of domestic water systems; Calculate the potential 
economic impact of risk avoidance, a ten year 
outlook for one hospital; Address common 
misconceptions and how to avoid dangerous 
plumbing design pitfalls; Identify strategies to 
sanitize domestic water systems and the impact of 
different methods; on facility resources; How to 
navigate the realm of legal responsibility and reduce 
liability exposure. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 2010 
On Saturday - January 30, 2010, members from all segments of the 
plumbing industry gathered together to honor those of their peers whom they 
elected to receive awards earned through continued support of the plumbing 
industry. Their hard work and diligence in their performance goes beyond 
their daily job descriptions and what is expected of them. The 2009 honorees 
for the ASSE/ASPE Awards Banquet are sterling professionals.  
 
Award recipients are as follows: Wayne D. Robinson Chief of the Plumbing 
Division of Detroit, Edwin L. Hawley CPD, ELH Group Inc. Matthew R. 
Kapcia, Cross connection Inspector City of Troy, Jason Loverich of Lochinvar 

Corporation, Joseph V. Hernandez CPD, of Integrated Design Solutions.  
 
Dignitaries present from Ohio were Patrick Sugrue, IPP FASSE, Kenneth Kerr, IPP FASSE and 
Richard Prospal, IPP FASSE. Also attending were the past two Michigan Chapter presidents William 
Weidendorf (City of Detroit Plumbing Inspector) and Paul Baker (Plumber Training Center Instructor). 
Other attendees recognized include Ron Chapman (ABPA Past International President), City of 
Detroit Inspector Wayne D. Robinson, Dave Watson of Dave Watson Associates Inc., Carl Evans 
Managing Director of MCA Detroit and myself, having served as International President of ASSE from 
1990 to 1991.  
 
Richard Prospal administered the oath of office to install the 
incoming Officers and Directors and presented the ASSE 
Fellow Award to Cindy Zatto (see photo right). Congratulations, 
Cindy! Rich also presented the Henry B. Davis Award to Paul 
Bladdick and bestowed John E. Matthews Scholarships on the 
chosen recipients, James Vlisides, Jose Cabello and Ruben 
Cabello. Jose and Ruben are intending to follow in their dad’s 
footsteps in the field of mechanical engineering.  
 
As keynote speaker, Rich spoke on the “Environmental Aspects 
of Plumbing”, accompanied by a PowerPoint presentation, 
which was very well received. This presentation is available to 
any group wishing to show it to their own organization.  
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Many thanks go to the following sponsors who 
by their generosity make this event possible 
and affordable. The Gold Sponsors were 
Balfrey & Johnston Inc., Mid-West Instrument, 
Performance Engineering and the R.L. 
Deppmann Co. Our Silver Sponsors were Flo-
Guard, Lochinvar Corporation, Taggart-Knight 
Group and Viega NA.  
 
It is time to think about next year’s banquet 
and start thinking about who should be 
recommended for these coveted awards. We 
ask and you provide, and we all honor those 
who you deem worthy to receive an award.  
 
We are fortunate to have a diversified 
membership that represents a cross section of 
the plumbing industry. Being with and able to 
socialize with the many people comprised of 
design professionals, contractors, inspectors 
and manufacturers’ representatives and their 
employees is an honor we should all be proud 
to support. We work together, learn together 
and help one another. Our local associations 
ASPE, ASSE, MBPA, MCA Detroit and 
ASHRAE are all better off because of the close 
relationship we have with each other and the 
Awards Banquet is an important part that 
keeps us together. 
 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: April 2010 
Example of Leadership; Lee Iacocca 
Lee Iacocca wrote a book awhile back called Where Have the Leaders Gone. 
I ask, where are your future leaders going to come from?  
 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter has had some fine leaders over many years 
since its beginning. They encouraged and mentored people like myself and 
others to fill the board positions as time went on. In recent years, I find it 
harder to find people to mentor and encourage serving and running for 
offices on the board of directors. It seems like every organization and outside 
activities compete and keep the younger people from wanting to take on 

these vital positions needed to keep the chapter going.  
 
Your board members are aging and tiring after many years of serving you, the membership. 
 
There are leaders and followers in our everyday lives. Are you a leader or follower? Both are 
necessary. PE’s and CPD’s are needed to run for President, VP Technical, VP Legislative, VP 
Membership and other positions while any one can fill and serve on the board as secretary, treasurer 
and just be on the board to help run the chapter and participate in the decision making policies of the 
Eastern Michigan Chapter. Even if those of us are reelected to serve another year, some of us are 
sure to make it our last year. The question is who is willing to come forward, be appointed and 
mentored to run for a position in May of 2011?  
 
Currently, we have some talented people in several positions. They are doing a good job of running 
the chapter. One individual is being mentored by his dad. Your VP Technical is being mentored to 
possibly run for President in 2011. Year 2011’s election will need people to fill some important 
positions that will be vacated. Please, those of you who have leadership qualities— we need you. 
Your chapter needs you if we are to remain the dynamic chapter we have been since being chartered 
by ASPE.  
 
In closing, I wish to thank David Rhodes and Edwin Hawley for filling in for me during the meetings 
that I was unable to attend because of a very bad cold, and secondly, my wife’s fall resulting in an 
emergency partial hip replacement. Thank you to all who pitched in to make the meetings successful. 
 
Your President, 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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April Tech Program                                                                                                                                                                                    
Practical Design and Implementation of 
Water Reuse Systems  
 
Michael Gauthier, Division Manager Highland 
Tank & Manufacturing Company, has over 17 
years, experience in water/wastewater industry. 
Employed with Highland Tank for over 8 years, 
Michael has been instrumental in the 
development and engineering of new products 
for the waste water division. Highlights include 
development of Highland Tank’s High DROTM 
line of water reuse systems. 
 
Program: The presentation will deal with the 
design tools to engineer efficient water 
reclamation systems for  non-potable 
applications under the framework of LEED. 
Reclamation from rain, grey water, cooling 
condensate and wash water will be discussed. 
Discussion will deal with design, sizing, storage, 
disinfection and transmission of non-potable 
water. Available LEED points for water reuse 
systems will round out the discussion. 
 
David Carrier is founder and CEO of Quantum 
Flow, Inc. For the past 23 years, David has 
worked in the package pumping systems 
market. He started as an independent 
representative in 1984 calling on engineers and 
contractors. He was asked to create and 
develop a packaged systems product line for a 
major pump manufacturer in 1992. After 
successfully deploying a national marketing and 
production organization, he joined a control 
manufacturer in 1997 only to return to packaged 
system production in 2001. 
 
Program: In follow-up to Michael Gauthier’s 
presentation on Rainwater Reclaim, David will 
“fill in the blanks” with regard to the filtration and 
pump controls involved in these highly 
adaptable Systems. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: May 2010 
The ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter is allowed five (5) delegates to the 
convention in Philadelphia on October 30 through November 3, 2010. I would 
encourage any and all members of the Chapter to plan on attending the 
convention and take in the educational programs as well as the most 
attended plumbing trade show in the industry. I have not yet selected the five 
(5) delegates and/or back-up delegate. I first would like to know from the 
membership which full members are planning on attending. Philly is within 
driving range saving airfare. Member registration is currently set at $695 per 
member, thanks to our region chairman speaking out at the national board 
meeting held recently. I am told that for attending this year’s convention the 

gift alone is worth registering for the convention.  
 
I am planning on attending the Presidents Meeting on June 3-4, 2010 being held in Pittsburgh, PA, 
and two others may be attending with me from the Chapter board of directors. It is important to bring 
in and mentor future leaders of the Chapter and have them to understand what is happening within 
the region and let the region chairman carry the Chapter and region message back to the national 
board of directors. Mitch Clemente, our regional chairman, has been listening and reporting well on 
behalf of the chapters within his region.  
 
Program Planning  
The Educational Planning Committee is meeting at 8:00 AM on Saturday, May 22, 2010, at the MCA 
Detroit offices (14801 W. 8 Mile Road) to put together the programming beginning in September 2010 
and ending in May of 2011. Anyone wanting to attend and/or contribute please join us or e-mail your 
suggested program, wants and needs to Cassie, Mary or myself (see emails below) prior to the May 
22nd meeting. This would include suggestions for Joe Hernandez’s class. Right now, because of the 
forthcoming work in the medical facilities—hospitals, clinics and other institutional facilities— in 
connection with the DMC (Detroit Medical Center), Joe is putting together a medical gas design 
program to be presented over several months starting in September from 3:30 PM till 5:00 PM at the 
Plumbing Industry Training Center and sponsored by ASPE / ASSE.  
 
I am once again offering the manufacturers a time slot from 3:45 till 5:00 PM in the big room to 
introduce new products. It is up to them to advertise and encourage attendance. 
 
Your President, 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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May 2010 
 

May Tech Program                                                                        
Chemical Waste System’s  
 
Christopher G. Ziu, PE, Vice President of Orion 
Enterprises has been involved in the plastic 
piping business for more than 27 years with 
experience in polypropylene, PVDF, PVC, 
CPVC, Polyethylene and PEX piping systems 
in a wide variety of applications. He has 
extensive experience in the specialized field of 
acid waste and acid neutralization, having 
worked for George Fisher Sloane in the early 
1980’s and with Orion Fittings since 1998. 
Another area of expertise is in the field of dual 
containment piping, where he has developed 
many of the industries’ established 
thermoplastic systems and practices for 
designing Systems. 
 
Program: Overview of neutralization methods; 
Sizing of neutralization tanks; Neutralization 
monitoring methods; Overview of piping 
materials used in acid; Waste systems, 
including ASTM specifications; Review of 
material properties; Overview of joining 
systems; Requirements in fire rated areas (e.g. 
Return Air Plenums); Secondary containment 
and leak detection of tanks and piping. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: Summer 2010 
What’s taken place and what’s coming? The Michigan Backflow Prevention 
Association of the ABPA held their Educational Conference at the Plumbing 
Industry Training Center on highlights included two mock court trials: trial of a 
tester followed by a trial of an inspector. Marianne C. Wackman, Professional 
Qualification Coordinator for ASSE, gave an overview of the ASSE Cross-
Connection Control Professional Qualification Standard. Matt Kapcia covered 
how to fill in forms properly and Ace Sprinkler did “Fire Suppression and 
Back Flow”. Again, the local manufacturers’ representatives have supported 
the event by having tabletop displays. Paul Bladdick, David Rhodes and I 
attended the Region II Presidents meeting in Pittsburgh, PA on the weekend 

of June 4. Some of what took place – We scrutinized and voiced our concerns over the bylaw 
changes to be presented at the convention this Autumn. Due to the CPD Practice Exam, the number 
of people passing the exam has increased by ten percent or better. The CPD Manual is still being 
updated. David Rhodes is providing a full report of the President’s meeting. The Plumbing 
Engineering Dictionary will be offered through our chapter as the the chapter received the 2010 
Region II Director’s Award for outstanding performance by an ASPE Chapter in its support and 
growth of the Society and furthering of the education of its members and the engineering community  
through its development implementation and continued presentation of the ASSE Hand and Vendor 
Classes.                                                                                                                                                                                                
 
Coming Events: The code Study and Development Group of South Eastern Michigan has scheduled 
two dates to conduct Code Update Classes on the 2009 Michigan Plumbing Code featuring Bob 
Konydyk Chief of the Plumbing Division State of Michigan.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
I met with Education Committee members, Joe Hernandez, David Rhodes, Dann Holmes, John 
Snyder, Ed Hawley and guest Domonick Bologna of Aquatherm, on May 22nd at the MCA Detroit 
offices to generate programs for the 2010/2011 monthly meetings. Once again, we have come up 
with a Varied assortment of plumbing and mechanical technical meetings to keep you on the cutting 
edge of the latest technology available to you. 
                                                                                                                                                              
Joe Hernandez will continue to conduct his Handbook classes. Joe’s upcoming classes will run from 
3:45 till 5;30 PM. The Manufacturers’ Representatives will also have from 3:45 till 5:30 PM to 
introduce new product’s’ design and application. I hope you all will have a great summer and return in 
the autumn ready to absorb all we will offer to keep you successful in your endeavors.    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: September 2010 
Where will our market share in business be for the next 15 months? The 
indicators suggest that it is going to be in service, maintenance, and 
alteration of existing buildings—mainly the older buildings that are extremely 
expensive to operate because of rising utility cost...electricity, heating, 
cooling and water consumption. Detroit and the surrounding areas will be the 
target to have something done to lower the wasted use of energy. The 
federal government is insisting that there be energy conservation of all our 
utilities from all types of buildings, residential apartments, condominiums, 
commercial, industrial and institutional and single-family residential homes. 
 

The buzz words again are LEED and Green. There will be tax incentives, co-operative methods to 
entice owners to buy into the government objectives regarding conserving                                                                                                                                                                                                      
energy. Owners will be on board if they can get a quick return on investment, save money and get a 
quick return on investment save money over the long term of their ownership of their buildings, and 
boast of being Green Certified. 
 
The programs this year are meant to prepare and encourage you to meet the challenges of 
designing, bidding and securing work in these markets. There are new materials, equipment and 
methods that are available to you and we are working with our manufacturers to present them to you. 
Our theme this year is Design and Application to be applied by you, the professionals.         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
Your President, 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
September Tech Program                                                                                                                                                         
Michigan Regulations for Geothermal Closed Loop Systems  
                                                        
Mike Gaber is Chief of the Well Construction Unit, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Lansing. Mr. Gaber’s duties are implementing the Michigan Water Well Construction and Pump 
Installation Code (with assistance from 45 county and district health departments), and managing the 
water well drilling contractor registration program. Mr. Gaber has been employed with the State of 
Michigan’s drinking water program for nearly 30 years and is instrumental in improving practices in 
the water well industry for the protection of public health. His Educational background includes a 
biology under graduate degree from Northeastern Illinois, Chicago, and a master’s degree from the 
School of Public Health, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, 
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September 2010 

 
Program: Geothermal Heat Pumps-Regulatory 
Perspectives provides an overview of heat 
pump technology and explains environmental 
concerns and regulatory implications. The 
presentation covers how the Michigan 
Department of Environmental Quality is working 
closely with industry to develop standards for 
construction, decommissioning and reporting of 
geothermal closed-loops. Water Well 
Construction in Michigan looks at well drilling 
trends and highlights some of the unique 
aspects of groundwater development in 
Michigan. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: October 2010 
 
THE QUESTION is “Where will the Eastern Michigan Chapter of the 
American Society of Plumbing Engineers be in the future?”  
 
I ask you, the members, because your officers and directors are aging, and 
we are not preparing for the future by mentoring new volunteers to take our 
places. We need to have some PEs, CPDs, serve on the board. Those of 
you who are the principals of the A & E firms and Contractor firms, I urge you 
to encourage your employees to join, attend the monthly meetings and take 
an active role by volunteering to be on committees and serve on the board of 

directors. The Chapter’s future is in your hands, if it is to survive. 
 
After three terms—six years as your president, I am planning to step aside and let others take over. 
There are other members of the board who, like me, are ready to retire from the board at the end of 
May 2011. My very fine newsletter editor and web manager, Mary Chapman, who has provided you 
one of the best newsletters in the region and maybe in the society, will also be stepping down after 
six long dedicated years of service to the chapter. 
 
It may come as a surprise to some of you, but some of us have served on the board over 25 years 
and are frankly tired and burned out. Though I am stepping down as president, I have notified the 
board members if they, the new incoming president and the members wished me to run again, I 
would be willing to stay on as secretary for another term to help during the transition period so the 
chapter would go through a smooth change of leadership. I would also continue on the program 
committee as chairperson. 
 
I recently, as many of you know, had a hip replacement. It took a lot out of me. However, I am 
recovering, though it may take six months to a year to get all my strength back. I have worked 
diligently to provide you with the leadership and programming that you have asked for. Now I ask all 
of you to come forward, participate and keep this great and wonderful chapter moving forward in a 
manner of which we can all be proud.    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
Your President, 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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October 2010 

 
October Tech Program                                                                                                                                                                                                              
How to Increase Your Market Share in Business by Going Green (An Overview) 
 
Mike Dolkowski has over 33 years- experience in the environmental/sustainability/energy 
conservation arena. In1995 he started his first environmental company and is the current CEO of 
Environmental Recycling in Bowling Green, Ohio. In 1999 he purchased his third business 
Environmental Recycling Group based in Livonia, Michigan, Specializing in hazardous waste 
cleanup; property assessments phase 1 and phase 11, and Brownfield property. With request from 
his clients for carbon credits and energy audits, he created Carbon Credit Environmental Services 
(CCES) in October 2007, based in Detroit; MI. CCES provides energy /GHG audits and Life Cycle 
Analysis of products to companies while assisting with alternatives energy options saving companies 
money and producing a ROI. 
 

Program: This class is targeted to plumbing 
and mechanical engineers, installers and 
contractors within all business sectors. 
Discussion will cover Environmentally 
Preferred Purchasing (EPP) and why this 
program is important to the “Certified” Green 
plumbing and mechanical engineers, 
installers and contractors must live up to 
Federal and state legislation dealing with 
GHG, CO2 emissions, Alternative energy 
and energy conservation measures and 
equipment. Setting up a “Green Shop” Basic 
knowledge of solar, geothermal and wind 
importance for the environmental training. 
Benefits to “Going Green” ; Green Bonds 
program which provides tax exempt funding; 
business energy tax credit which provides 
tax credit for purchase or investment in solar 
or geothermal energy property; renewable 
energy credits provides tax credit per 
kilowatt-hours; certification credentials; 
employee productivity, lower health care and 
reduced turnover. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: November 2010 
October’s meeting could have been a real disaster had it not been for Jim 
Eardley from Target Sales who was scheduled for the early meeting. We 
were left without our scheduled evening program and speaker, Michael 
Dolkowski. I received a call that he was hospitalized at 2:30 PM. Jim Eardley 
stepped in with a New Solar Technologies PowerPoint program from Caleffi, 
which was well received by the members and guest in attendance. Without 
an early program scheduled, we would have been up the creek without a 
program. Thank You, Jim Eardley!  
 
This experience has caused the board of directors and I to work closer with 

our Manufacturers with products requiring installations needing engineering data and skills necessary 
in today’s mechanical and plumbing systems. We are now in the process of collecting PowerPoint 
programs to have on hand should we encounter similar situations where we are without a program/ 
speaker. Within our membership ranks, we have some very talented people who could step in and 
put on one of the canned programs we are in the process of obtaining or do a program strait out of 
the ASPE Data Books.  
 
I urge the manufacturers’ reps. to come forward and participate by being part of our endeavor to put 
on the early 3:45 to 5:00 or 5:30 programs introducing new products and engineering methods 
needed to stay current in our fast-changing Plumbing and Mechanical Industry.  
Details for a six-hour credited seminar aimed at those of you who are now working in or at hospitals 
and other medical facilities will soon be announced. It will be open to the engineering, construction, 
regulatory and hospital people who are involved in one capacity or another. Your safety and that of 
the staff and patients are at risk each and every day. Our ASPE Chapter has contracted with 
speakers to put on a state approved program in February and March of 2011 (watch for the details in 
the very near future).  
 
Manufacturers, now more than ever, we need your tabletop displays to support the continuation of 
those superb home cooked dinners we have at our monthly meetings. Need I say more?  
 
In closing, remember we are in need of new members and officers to serve and bring new thinking 
and ideas to the board. This is your chapter and its future is in your hands.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     
 
Your President, 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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November Tech Program Impact on our Plumbing Industry by                                                                                                               
Legislative “No-Lead” Mandates  
 
Dan Holmes; We welcome Jeremy Brown, of NSF International, Michael Gillespie of Viega NA,                                                                                          
Barry Pines, CPD Master Plumber and Wayne Robinson, Chief Plumbing Inspector with the City of 
Detroit, to participate in a  panel discussion with Dann Holmes of Viega acting as moderator. 
 
Program: The panel will discuss current and upcoming code and standard changes in our plumbing 
industry. Topics will include new NSF testing for “yellow-brass” which takes effect January 1, 2011 
and the “No-Lead” NSF-61 Annex G changes to all  potable water systems that are scheduled for 
July 1, 2012. How do these changes affect NSF? How dose NSF write testing procedures that are 
legislatively mandated by government bodies such as CA & VT? How does a manufacturer change 
their products and the materials they use to meet these changes? What are these costs?  How does 
a contractor bid jobs knowing these changes are in place? How much will material cost affect their 
bottom line? How will the AHJ (inspectors) enforce these changes? Will they truly understand the 
changes in brass and bronze alloy and what to look for? Be sure to bring your questions with you 
tonight, as time permits, we’ll open the floor to you too. When was the last time you had a chance to 
hear from codes and standards, a manufacturer, a contractor/ estimator/project manager and a 
plumbing inspector at the same time, get involved?   
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: December 2010 
As the holidays are rapidly approaching Christmas and New Year’s, and 
Thanksgiving has just ended, I can’t help thinking how fast this year has 
gone by. Again, our chapter has had an outstanding year because of our 
continuing educational programs and talented speakers.  
 
Dave Jones of the John Green Company went to the ASPE Convention and 
Engineered Plumbing Exposition standing in for me. He enlightened our 
members at the November 23rd meeting, giving a briefing on the highlights of 
the convention including receiving the Society’s Directors Award for the 
Eastern Michigan Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers. 

He was quick to point out that only two of these awards were given out this year. Dave presented the 
award to me at our meeting and I hope to be able to have it displayed at the Training Center in the 
near future. Dave also gave a report at the board of directors meeting.  
 
As I sat down with my family at our Thanksgiving dinner table, I had a lot to be thankful for, grateful to 
have been lucky enough to serve all of you in the plumbing and mechanical industry and especially 
as your chapter president for the past six plus years. I am grateful and thankful that God has watched 
over me and my wife, Sylvia, through our hip replacement operations and quick recoveries. So again, 
this was a Thanksgiving to remember for my family and I. A special thanks to all of you who stood by 
me during this period. My thanks to Dann Holmes, whom I recently appointed to the board of 
directors, who worked hard at preparing and moderating the panel discussion “No-Lead” Mandates 
and to the participating panelists. This went over so well that we will be doing this more often at future 
meetings. The questions, during and after, made for interesting dialog exchanges between the panel 
and audience.  
 
We are now promoting “Working in Today’s Healthcare Settings and How to Protect Yourself and 
Patients”. More information on this ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 6 specialty credit hours seminar 
can be seen on our website, including the dates and times along with cost and registration 
information. A reminder—the ASSE/ ASPE Awards night dinner will take place Saturday night on 
January 29th at the Shriners Conference Center in Southfield. We are expecting your 
recommendations for deserving candidates at this time. That being said, I wish you and your families 
all a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and Happy New Year. 
 
Your President, 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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December 2010 
Ringing In the Future of ASPE                                                                                                                                                              
by Dave Jones CPD, LEED AP BD+C 
 
2010 ASPE Convention and Engineered Plumbing Exposition (EPE) were held in Philadelphia PA 
from October 30th to November 3rd at the Pennsylvania Convention Center. It proved to be another 
successful training and net- working opportunity for the approximately ‘4900 people able to walk the 
convention center floor and the 678 people who participated in the technical education sessions.  
ASPE partnered with the international Code Council (ICC) and the World Toilet Organization (WTO) 
to hold the 2010 World Toilet Summit in conjunction with ASPE, Convention. Between ASPE, ICC. 
and WTO Technical Education sessions, attendees were able to choose from over 50 different  
training sessions. The sessions I attended were exceptional, highlighted by a paper given by Salimol 
Thomas, PhD on Roof Drain Design Considerations. She has been hired by the ASPE Research 
Foundation to investigate root causes of roof failures. The results she presented were still preliminary 
as testing is ongoing. She fielded questions from attendees and also took note of a number of 
suggestions as further research is being done.            
The delegate meetings, held prior to the convention, saw a number of changes both in the by-laws 
and members of the Board of Directors. As members of Region 2, we have a new Region 2 Director, 
Chris Graham while our past director, Mitch Clemente, is the new VP Education.                    
 Eastern Michigan was represented by two chapter delegates this year, significantly less than in 
previous years, with a handful of other members in attendance. While the number of chapter 
members was lower than in the past, we were well represented in the award category. The chapter 
received one of only two Director’s Awards, presented for the monthly educational programs. All of 
the chapter members and I would like to congratulate John Nussbaum and all of the Board members 
for their commitment to keep these programs ongoing. I’m sure it’s satisfying for them to see their 
efforts recognized on a national level. Look for more highlights of the 2010 issue of Plumbing 
Systems & Design.   
 
December Tech Program  
LEED 3.0 for Existing Buildings  
 
Alan Deal, PE, is President of performance Engineering Group, Inc. Performance Engineering Group 
has been actively involved in designing and marketing domestic hot water systems, Hydronic radiant 
heating systems since 1964. Performance Engineering Group specializes in providing complete, 
engineered packages to the installation contractor. Alan is very active in local professional 
associations including, American Society of Plumbing Engineers –Eastern Michigan Chapter, the 
Detroit chapter of the American Society of Heating Refrigeration and Air Conditioning  Engineers 
(past president) and the Eastern Michigan Radiant Panel Association (past president). 
 
Program:  As  Michigan’s new construction industry continues to languish, facility  renovations are  a 
bright spot that continues to grow. Businesses, institutions and multi-family facilities are all working to 
reduce their energy cost along with the goals of being socially and environmentally responsible. The 
most recent LEED building standard LEED 3.0  was introduced in the fall of 2009. How does LEED 
design apply to existing buildings? what happens to LEED buildings after certification? These topics 
will be discussed along with the specific metrics that must be reached for mechanical systems, 

plumbing and storm water systems in order achieve or maintain a LEED certified facility.    
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: January 2011 
Master Plumber Honored by Governor  
 
MCA Detroit’s plumbing and mechanical 
contractors and guests closed out 2010 at the 
Plumbing Industry Training Center with their 
annual Holiday Open House. One of the 
highlights of the evening was a proclamation 
from State of Michigan’s Governor Granholm 
presented to Master Plumber Adrienne 
Bennett by Barbara Jean Johnson, Director of 

Community Affairs for the State of Michigan, in recognition of 
Adrienne’s achievements in her chosen career in the plumbing field. 
Adrienne was acknowledged for being the first female licensed 
master plumber in the country. Adrienne has also been recognized as a full member of ASPE 
(American Society of Plumbing Engineers). Music for listening and dancing was provided by Larry 
D’Ascenzo and the Sunset Boulevard Band. Invited guests were given a guided tour of the state-of-
the-art training facility.  
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January 2011 
 

ASSE Michigan Chapter – Annual Awards  Banquet January is the time the Michigan Chapter of 
the American Society of Sanitary Engineering (ASSE) recognizes the outstanding members from 
each of the plumbing and mechanical industry’s professional organizations as submitted by their 
organization. These are people that throughout the year have given of their time and talent beyond 
their daily activities to support the betterment of the plumbing and mechanical industry. This year is 
no exception those who were selected are some of the hardest working and dedicated people to 
come along and belong to more than one organization. One of those individuals selected is Mary Jo 
Chapman to receive the Chapter’s highest award the L. Glen Shields Award. I mention this because 
Mary Jo has announced her soon-to-be retirement. Many of you know the dedication and talent she 
has provided to the plumbing and mechanical industry over the last 15 plus years, six of which have 
been as the publisher of the Eastern Michigan Chapter ASPE Newsletter and web site. This is over 
and above her job as manager of publications and communications for MCA Detroit. Please join with 
the Engineers, Contractors, Inspectors, Labor and Manufacturers Representatives to congratulate 
Mary Jo and the other award winners January 29th, 2011 at the ASSE / ASPE Awards Banquet. 
Music by Mark will provide the music for your enjoyment and pleasure. Stacey Wesselink with Liqui 
Tech Environmental will give the Keynote address and ASSE International President James Bickford 
will install the officers and directors.  
 
ATTENTION  
 
Contractors, Engineers, Plumbers, Inspectors and those of you who will be answering the needed call 
to work in health care facilities in 2011. You will not want to miss the six-specialty credit-hours 
seminar titled “Working in Today’s Healthcare Settings How to Protect Yourself and Patients”. With 
the expansion and updating of the Detroit Medical Center and work to begin this spring, you will want 
to be prepared to answer the call. Please read the enclosed flyer and registration material and sign 
up early to ensure a seat for one of the two dates being offered. This is an ASPE Michigan Chapter 
Educational offering.  
 
In closing, Looking ahead, May 2011 promises to be the beginning of a healthy prosperous year for 
all members working for a safer healthier Plumbing and Mechanical Industry. 
 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
January Tech Program                                                                                                                                            
Pressurized Commercial Solar Thermal System Design  
 
Jim Rogers, LEED AP is currently a sales Consultant for the Prentice Company of Oak Park, 
Michigan, Representing Viessmann and Raychem Commercial Products. Jim is a graduate of 
Macomb College Climate Control Technology Program and Baker College Business Leadership 
degree program. Jim’s experience the past 25 years include commercial boiler service, Hydronic 
System design, Hydronic snow melting systems, renewable energy systems, hot water temperature 
maintenance systems electric radiant, heat tracing, electric snow melt, commercial marketing 
systems and equipment design. He currently resides in Rockford (Grand Rapids), Michigan. He is a 
member of the Great Lakes Renewable Energy Association West Michigan Chapter USGBC, ASPE 
and current President of the West Michigan Chapter of ASHRAE. 
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January 2011 
 
Program: SRCC ratings and what they mean; Energy Savings Goals; Designing with OG100 Solar 
Collectors; Flat Panel and Vacuum Tubes; System modeling with software, Solar Thermal Systems 
components; Piping design-standalone systems; Piping Design-combined Systems; System Control 
Strategies. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: February 2011 
As I look to the future of our ASPE and ASSE chapters, I see some light at 
the end of the tunnel. However, it is somewhat lacking in brightness. Why 
so? Although we have some very talented people out there, they have yet to 
come forward and volunteer to serve on the board and run for offices. We 
need change because of the age of those who will be stepping down in the 
very near future. Yes, we are in good shape among our manufacturers’ 
representatives on the board. Some are in the process of being mentored to 
serve on committees and to take on positions that do not require being a full 
member—PE or CPD. We need the design professionals, professional 
engineers and CPDs. THEY are the classifications needed to run for the 

positions of President, VP Technical, VP Education and VP Legislative. Since becoming your 
president, and with the help of some dedicated board members and an active educational team 
reaching out for programming that you asked for, we have attracted some new members out of the 
Engineering and Contracting community. We have recognized the need to keep you up on the 
changes taking place in products being introduced into the systems you design and engineer with the 
codes and standards that affect those designs and specifications that we in the plumbing and 
mechanical industry must meet every day we are on the job. Our customers, the consumers of our 
work, expect it.  
 
Past President Joe Hernandez is expected to become president replacing me for the second half of 
2011 and through May of 2013. Joe will be reaching out to the department heads and owners of the 
A&E firms for their input as to what they need in the way of educational programming and to address 
the problems you may be encountering either in your company, firm or in the field. He will be looking 
for interested talented individuals to come forward and become part of our Chapter board of directors 
and be mentored for leadership positions. This is essential if the chapter is to continue its successes 
within ASPE and ASSE. The future of these two important organizations, ASPE and ASSE, are in 
your hands. It is up to each and every member to support their growth and wellbeing. I trust you will 
answer the call.  
 
A belated thank you goes to Jim Eardley from Target Sales who was a sponsor for the ASSE Annual 
Banquet and didn’t get credited in the program. Our March newsletter will cover the ASSE Awards 
and banquet. 
 
Your President, 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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February 2011 
 
February Tech Program                                                                                                                                                                                            
Hot Water Demand 
 
Alan Deal, President of Performance 
Engineering Group, Inc. Performance 
Engineering Group has been actively involved 
in designing and marketing domestic hot 
water systems, Hydronic radiant heating 
systems since 1964. Performance 
Engineering Group specializes in providing 
complete, engineered packages to the 
instillation contractor. 
 
Panel Discussion: The program will start off 
with discussion of the many different types 
instantaneous water heaters and their 
applications. Manufacturer’s representatives 
will talk about their particular models and 
Tony D’Ascenzo will speak from the 
perspective of a contractor. Questions from 
the floor will be accepted. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 2011 
This year’s ASSE / ASPE Awards Banquet once again proved to be a huge 
success. Between 92 and 100 attendees were present at this gala event, 
which shows that even in tough times the Plumbing and Mechanical Industry 
can come together and enjoy an evening of comradeship, forgetting the 
tough times we are going through. A good time was had by all as the pictures 
will attest too. Music was by Mark.  
 
I am grateful to our sponsors: Mid West Instruments, Balfrey & Johnston Inc., 
R. L. Deppmann Co., Flo- Guard, VE Sales, Lochinvar Corporation, 
Performance Engineering, Dave Watson & Associates Inc. and Target Sales. 

Without their generosity we may have failed. Thank you, Sponsors.  
 
Out-of-town guests included ASSE’s International President James Bickford, Stacey Wesselink (our 
keynote speaker), IPP’s Pat Sugrue, Ken Kerr, Ed Lyczko and his wife Ruth, MCA staff: Chris 
Freeman, Molly Forward, Tom Storey, Cassandra Mudloff; City of Detroit Bureau Chief Wayne 
Robinson and State of Michigan Plumbing Board member David M. Jones, CPD, from the John E. 
Green Co.  
 
Michigan Chapter President Esteban Cabello, PE 
FASPE, was the master of ceremonies for the 
evening. Assisting behind the scenes was his 
lovely wife, Indi, who with Cindy Zatto provided 
the table decorations. Highlights of the evening 
began with a very entertaining skit about airport 
security orchestrated by Stacey Wesselink with 
the help of Mark Fine and his wife. Stacey’s topic 
of discussion was on legionellae being found in 
hospital water and air conditioning systems. 
Stacey cited the many cases that we never hear 
abo ut, including the deaths of two personal 
family members. Her talk was very enlightening 
on the seriousness of the problem, heightening 
our awareness. International President James 
Bickford gave an overview of what was 
happening on the national scene with ASSE and 
then proceeded with the Installation of the 
Michigan Chapter Officers and Directors for the 
2011 year. Chapter Awards went to the following 
people: The prestigious L. Glen Shields award 
was given to Mary Chapman, the Albert Cohen  
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award was given to Marty Jipson, the John E. Matthews award went to David M. Jones, CPD, the 
Malcolm Wallace award went to Dann Holmes, and John Anthony Snyder was the recipient of the 
Larry Burkheiser award.  
 
John E. Matthews Scholarship Fund Raffle prize winners were as follows: Annette Heck won the 
Toshiba 40-inch LCD TV, Berry Pines won the I Pod, and Charlie Reynolds won the I Pod Nano.  
The rest of the evening was spent dancing and socializing. We thank all who support the associations 
and hope you had an enjoyable evening. 
 
Your President, 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: April 2011 
Kudos to VP Tech Edwin Hawley for stepping in for our March speaker who 
was a no show, he had forgotten the date of the event and hadn’t checked 
his calendar. For stepping in at the last-minute Ed did an admirable job of 
covering the subject from memory and notes he had brought to the meeting. 
Most of his presentation covered his on the job experiences. He did show 
charts and tables from his folders of large compressed air jobs he designed, 
engineered and supervised the installation of. This again points out to have 
back up programs and persons available to step in when needed.   
 
I contacted Ingersoll-Rand regarding what had occurred. Both Scott Martin 

and Ron Warren PE were very apologetic for the accidental error that happened and would like to 
make up for it. Scott Martin and I have worked out something special for those of you who attended 
the March meeting. I am sure you will appreciate what you will be receiving for showing up for that 
meeting. We are looking at re-scheduling the Compressed Air Equipment, Application Selection & 
Design Program in June, the Date and Time to be determined. The program will be aimed at the 
Design Professionals, Contractors and their employees who are involved with compressed air and 
gas systems. Ron Warren PE will be giving the class as he is well qualified in this field.  
  
CPD (Certified in Plumbing Design) Review manuals can be purchased from the Eastern Michigan 
Chapter of ASPE by calling John Nussbaum at MCA Detroit (313) 341-7661 for your copy. The price 
will be announced at the April Meeting. The review manual is the new updated manual that will be 
used at the society level and here at the local level.  
  
Our chapter will be having classes that you will be able to attend. I urge anyone doing design build 
work that has the experience to take the classes and the exam when offered, especially Master 
Plumbers who for years have been designing, estimating and supervising the installation of plumbing 
and mechanical systems.  
  
Looking ahead to the end of this year and through 2012 and beyond our meeting format will be 
focused more on speaker panels, allowing for more open dialog between the attendees and the 
speakers. This format worked well this spring and is being suggested for future presentations.   
 
Education- Design Professionals, Plumbing Contractors and your Employees, the focus is going to 
be on Energy Conservation. After consulting with manufacturers, contractors, and consumers,  
energy conservation is where it is going to be for years to come because the government has made it 
their primary goal.  
 
 
 
 



404 | P a g e  

 

April 2011 
 
Changes in equipment design, materials and application are in the process of having us rethink our 
system planning and design techniques to meet the challenges facing us in Hydronics. Whether it be 
conventional or solar, change is here, and we must be prepared, therefore, our future educational 
program will be toward the larger commercial, institutional and industrial jobs as well as refitting and 
altering existing jobs.  
 
You will be hearing from manufacturers who are already in transition and those who are already 
there. Hot water boilers and domestic water heaters are already on the radar screen, as well as pump 
design and application of them. This is going to make for interesting meetings and seminar 
presentations. 
 
Your President, 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
April Tech Program                                                                                                                                                              
Chilled Water System: Design & Application 
 
Josh Looper; manages the E3 Segment at the R.L. Deppmann Company, a manufacturers’ 
representative of Hydronic and steam equipment for over 80 years. This segment is charged with 
educating the engineering and end user communities in Michigan and Ohio. Josh is a graduate of 
Case Western University where he earned a BS.in Mechanical Engineering. He has been in the 
HVAC industry for nearly fourteen years as a manufacturer’s representative, manufacturer and 
engineer. Josh resides in Northern Ohio with his wife and daughters. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: May 2011 
This will be my last newsletter article as your President. I will continue writing 
as the Chapter’s Administrative Secretary if elected at the May meeting. Joe 
Hernandez CPD, if elected, will be your President for 2011/2012. The 
recommended slate of Officers and Directors will be presented prior to the 
election at the May meeting. I am honored to have been your leader for the 
preceding three, two-year terms. With the support of your dedicated Board of 
Directors, I believe we have improved in many ways. The quality educational 
programs have drawn new members from the A&E firms, and above all, 
we’ve been able to please all parts of the plumbing industry including the 
Design Professionals, Contractors, Labor People and Manufacturers that 

have attended these meetings.   
 
Quality not quantity of the attendees is what I measure success by. When I see the people in 
attendance asking questions, participating in the dialogue and staying over until the end, I can say 
without a doubt we have been successful. Yes, we can still continue to improve, and I am sure under 
the new incoming Officers and Directors that will happen. The present Board is meeting with Joe 
Hernandez and speaking with other possible new people to serve on the Board as well as those who 
may be re-elected, in order to facilitate a smooth transition of governing the Chapter.  
 
Joe Hernandez has indicated he will go all out to encourage the design professional firms to get their 
employees to join ASPE and partake in the educational offerings of the society. I, on the other hand, 
will be doing the same with the plumbing and mechanical contractors. We both will continue to 
encourage the continued support of the manufacturers who play a vital role in the success of the 
Chapter. Joe intends to bring some new ideas in, to enhance and improve getting new members and 
our current members to our meetings. Joe will need all of our support to have an ongoing successful 
chapter. He is intending to work toward putting together a CPD course designed to facilitate our 
attendees in passing the CPD exam. He is also offering to work with the society to fix and or improve 
the CPD study guides. He understands the need to grow the CPD membership in the society, 
especially here in Michigan.  
 
To our manufacturers’ representatives, I thank you for your support during these hard-economic 
times. The Board and I have appreciated your kindness and generosity and hope for your continued 
help and support going forward. 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
Past President’s Report: June 2011 
Plumbing & Mechanical Contractors, each month this column will be 
dedicated to you. It is intended to keep you informed on what is taking place 
in Code Standards and other information that may benefit you within your 
company. 
   
In order to stay current with the times and to help de¬fray organizational 
costs, the Board of Directors of ASPE made the decision to make accessible 
the digital copy of the ASPE monthly Newsletter, instead of printing and 
mailing. A link to the digital copy will be posted on the MCA Detroit Web Site 
at www.mcadetroit.org, the ASPE website at http://eastern-

michigan.aspe.org and the ASSE website at http://greaterdetroit.asse.org. For those of you who 
cannot access the internet or prefer a hard copy, contact Cassandra Mudloff or Theresa Green at 
(313) 341-7661. If and when you run into bad you informed on what is taking place in Code 
Standards and other information that may benefit you within your company. 
   
In order to stay current with the times and to help de¬fray organizational costs, the Board of Directors 
of ASPE made the decision to make accessible the digital copy of the ASPE monthly Newsletter, 
instead of printing and mailing. A link to the digital copy will be posted on the MCA Detroit Web Site at 
www.mcadetroit.org, the ASPE website at http://eastern-michigan.aspe.org and the ASSE website at 
http://greaterdetroit.asse.org. For those of you who cannot access the internet or prefer a hard copy, 
contact Cassandra Mudloff or Theresa Green at (313) 341-7661. If and when you run into bad 
drawings or specifications, please let me know the particulars and I will get to the source without 
mentioning names and attempt through the de¬sign professionals to resolve those issues of 
importance to you. I believe that in many instances the people in authority do not realize that these 
mistakes are happening.  
 
Publications from ASPE: Members and future members of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE, 
it is about education and the educational materials available to make you a better Designer, 
Supervisor, Design Build Contractor and / or Project Manager. Therefore, we will be promoting and 
offering ASPE Publications at member prices or below to members and persons who are in the 
process of becoming members. By ordering your publications through the chapter you’re saving 
shipping and handling charges and helping the chapter to earn much needed revenue to provide you 
with the services you have grown accustomed to receiving over the past several years. We are 
stocking the current ASPE CPD review manual, the ASPE Plumbing Dictionary and the Illustrated 
Plumbing Codes Design Handbook for those of you who are planning on becoming CPD’s. I cannot 
stress enough, that when you become a member of ASPE, Society publication of PS&D monthly 
magazine makes a great and valuable source of updated design and installation methods, as well 
problem-solving alternatives. 
 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
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June Tech Program  
Compressed Air: Equipment & Selection 
IR Ingersoll - Inspiring Progress  
 
Topics to be covered include; Equipment selection-Compressors (reciprocating, rotary and 
centrifugal), Dryers (refrigerated and desiccant), Filtration; Block diagrams-compressor room and 
plant layouts; piping–sizing and design. 

 

 
Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE 

Handbook & Vendor Classes 2006-2011, 

President - John Nussbaum IPP, FASSE 
 

We thank the Vendor’s and those members who contributed to the ASPE Handbook & Vendor 
Classes, from (3:45-5:30 Pm) at the Plumbing Industry Training Center. 
 
Paul Baker and Michael Melaragni: State of Michigan Plumbing & Mechanical Codes and related 
Standards. 
 
Chris Lasso: Mueller Industries & 3M, Program; Steam Tech, Adhesive Joining Systems a more 
simple and effective copper joining method. 
 
George Johnston: Balfrey &Johnston, Introduction to Water-Saving Products. Navien Tankless 
Water Heating    
 
Jim Prisby: with Uponor a Radiant Heating/Cooling, Plumbing & Sprinkler Systems,                                                      
residential sprinklers-NFPA-13-Multipurpose Opportunities.  
 
Pat Baker: Kohler Company, Toilet Flushing Technologies. 
 
Paul Rieding: Charlotte Pipe & Foundry, Chemical Waste, DWV applications review. 
 
Cindy Zatto: ISEA/ANSI Z358.1 2009 Standard, Engineering Equipment, Engineering Equipment. 
 
Jim Eardley: New Solar Technologies; Air Elimination: Zoning. 
 
Steve Cook: Bonding of CSST Gas Piping 
 
Jason Loverich: Lochinvar High Efficiency Water Heaters 
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Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE  
Sponsors 2006-2011 

President - John R. Nussbaum IPP, FASSE  
                                                                                                                                                                              

Thanks to our sponsors, whose support was much appreciated at our general meetings and events? 
Your dedication go’s along way to the successes of this chapter. 

 
Sponsors who contributed during this time frame are: 
 
Ann Arbor Fire Protection, Sam Callan & Jeffery Pigeon Ann Arbor, MI 
Balfrey & Johnston, George D. Johnston Oak Park, MI 
Burke Agency, Inc., Brian Burk, Tom Zimmerman & Brett Young Walled Lake, MI 
Diversified Spec. Sales, Inc./Howley Agency Sales Co. Michael Burdette Oak Park, MI 
HS/Buy Van Associates, Inc., Jarrett Armstrong & Bill Allen Auburn Hills, MI 
K.L. McCoy & Associates, Inc., John Hux & Larry Keelan Detroit, MI 
Kennedy Industries, Inc., Steven P. Harkness Milford, MI 
Lochinvar, Jayson Loverich Plymouth, MI 
Lozuaway & Associates, Inc., Mike Ostrowski & Wayne Philpotts Grand Blanc, MI 
Meek/ Beck & Associates, Inc., Ross Beck Livonia, MI 
Merlo Steam Equipment Co., Sterling Heights, MI 
Performance Engineering Group, Alan Deal Livonia, MI 
Quality Water & Air, Inc., Alec Bien Troy, MI 
R.L. Deppmann Company, Norm Hall Southfield, MI 
Sales Service Plus, Inc. Kirby J. Meagher Plymouth, MI 
Taggart-Knight Group, Gary O. Taggart Farmington Hills, MI 
Tro Sales Company, Thomas Osberger Berkley, MI 
Underwood Fire Equipment Inc., Darrel W. Underwood Novi, MI 
V.E. Sales Company, Inc., Cynthia Zatto St. Clair Shores, MI 
Dave Watson Associates, Dave Watson Jr. Adrian, MI 
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Past Presidents Comments 
from John Nussbaum FASSE/FASPE 

 
I would like to thank the elected named officers and directors that began my six-year Chapter 
Presidency beginning in 2006-2007 & Continuing Through 2011: 
 
• V.P. Technical - Ed Hawley, P.E 
• V.P. Legislative - Barry Pines, CIPE 
• V.P. Membership - Cindy Zatto 
• Treasurer - John Snyder, CIPE 
• Administrative Secretary - Chad Kundinger  
• Corresponding Secretary - George Johnston 
• 2007-2008 Newsletter Editor - Mary Chapman 
• ASPE Handbook Instructor - Joseph Hernandez  
• Imm. Past President - Esteban Cabello PE/ CPD, FASPE 
•  2008-2009 Chapter Affiliate - Cindy Zatto FASSE 
•  Administrative Secretary - Paul Bladdick 
• Directors - Jeremy Brown & David Rhodes 
• 2009-2010 V.P. Membership - Rick Johnston 
• 2009-2010 V.P. Technical - David Rhodes CPD 
• 2009-2010 Director - Allen Verriest 
• 2010-2011 Director - Dann Holmes 
• 2008-2009/2009-2010 Student Liaison/ Lawrence Tech - Ryan Beaudrie 
 
I would also like to thank Pamela Hartsell, CPD, for stepping in as Interim Secretary for the 2015-
2016 year. 
 
Your dedication and support of the Eastern Michigan Chapter and my presidency has made it 
possible for our membership to meet the aims of ASPE. You’ve been the best, for this I am deeply 
grateful, 
 
Past president,  
   
John Nussbaum, FASSE/ASPE 
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2011-2014 
Joseph Hernandez, President  
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: September 2011 
It has been over six years since I have officially served on the Board of Directors 
of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE. My first duty is to thank John 
Nussbaum for all his dedication and perseverance in keeping the reputation of 
this great chapter among the best. When I was asked to take the presidency, 
Truth be told, I had to think very hard if I wanted to take on the rigors of such an 
important post. After a mountain of pondering, I thought, absolutely! This is a 
great chapter and I welcome the opportunity to contribute to its success.  
 

The summer workshop fostered a number of terrific ideas and a solid line up of programs and 
technical sessions. There is also going to be a shift to a Paperless newsletter. The tech-sessions 
cover everything from “Green-LEED” plumbing to a segue topic on “Geothermal design”. Want to get 
out of the house and see how the big boys play, well, I mean engineers? How does a University of 
Michigan “Nano-Technology Lab” field trip sound? We are also going to visit the MASCO industries 
facility where the discussion on green plumbing will be presented. Prior to this tech-session you will 
be allowed to tour and witness the private art collection of the Manoogian family. There will be several 
panel discussions on “Smart pumps” and the ever confusing thermal-mixing valve (ASSE 1071 etc.). 
 
We will be introducing a contest in our October E-newsletter where there will be two photos of a 
mechanical-plumbing installation. The photos will be identical with one exception one photo will be 
altered, such that 10 items will disappear. You will have to determine those items, record and submit 
them, with the successful entrant locating all ten items the winner. The winner will receive an ASPE 
plumbing design wheel (domestic water). Details to follow! 
 
It is my privilege to recognize one of the finest A&E firms in the state of Michigan. A feature page has 
been added to our E-newsletter for viewing. The director of the Mechanical department is Mr. John 
Cole, PE, LEED AP. He graduated from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute with a Bachelors of Science 
in Mechanical Engineering, and is registered as a Professional Engineer in Michigan, Oklahoma, 
Tennessee, and Wisconsin. He is also a member of several professional organizations. Since joining 
Khan’s in 1979, Mr. Cole has engaged in a number of initiatives to improve Kahn’s operation and 
corporate culture. Further, he has applied seasoned expertise that has earned him increasing 
leadership within the firm As a Senior Engineer; he has served on many of the firm’s complex 
projects. As Kahn’s Director of Mechanical Engineering, Mr. Cole is committed to working closely with 
mechanical engineering staff to ensure the most suitable mechanical engineering design concepts, 
including energy conservation and recovery concepts, are applied to each project. 
 
Lastly, I a special promotion was set for our chapter members to purchase those wonderful design 
books. We will be able to handle them for some ridiculous prices. You will receive a notice on them 
soon. We have a great program coming this year and I am very excited to bring it and be a part of it. 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
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September Tech Program                                                                                                                                                                         
Building Information Management – BIM 
 
Program: More than Just 3D    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Dave Jones began his Plumbing career 30 years ago. He began doing residential service work, 
worked in a mechanical contractor’s warehouse. After completing a plumbing apprentice program, he 
worked in the field as a journeyman and foreman. For the last 23 years he has been in the office of 
the John E. Green Coordinating and designing plumbing, fire protection and HVAC systems, 
estimating, project management and currently the Branch Manager of The John E. Green company’s 
Ann Arbor Office. He has served on the state of Michigan Plumbing Board since 2006. He was 
named ASSE/ASPE Michigan Chapter Engineer of the Year for 2009-2010. 
 
Gary Stephenson has been using CAD to draw and model mechanical systems since 1989 and 
started with John E green Company in 1994 to help develop the CAD department and coordination 
team. He manages all project coordination done out of the Ann arbor office and all other John E. 
Green branch offices. 
 
Past President’s Report: 
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE  
 
Plumbing Industry Professionals; Dave Jones CPD and Gary Stephenson of the John Green 
Company will be sharing with you the latest in 3D modeling of buildings as part of the design and 
construction process (BIM)Building information Modeling. Plumbing & Mechanical Contractors BIM is 
here now and this program should be of interest to you, your project managers, designers and 
estimators. The attendees will benefit from seeing examples of actual construction projects and see 
how it has been used on recent jobs, the benefits derived by owners, engineer’s contractors, project 
managers, estimators and your job foreman and installing plumbers. Dave Jones says there is a price 
to pay in its implementation but rather than fight the inevitable, embrace the possibilities! An article in 
ENR titled Use Contract Documents to Avoid BIM Discord ended with the following paragraph. -  BIM 
has great potential. To make the best of it, the parties need to address the associated risk carefully in 
contract documents. 
 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE President Joe Hernandez and the Board of Directors working 
with the program committee have put together the 2011/2012 Plumbing Design ASPE Handbook 
Classes aimed at you the professionals of the Plumbing and Mechanical Industry and your 
employees. If you have not received a copy of the 2011/2012 Plumbing Design ASPE Handbook 
Classes let us know and we will make an effort to get one to you. They will also be available at the 
Plumbing Industry Training Center. This applies to member applications and literature as well. On 
receiving your copy of the scheduled meetings select the dates you will not want to miss and mark 
your calendars accordingly. Remember you asked for these programs and the Eastern Michigan 
Chapter has responded to your wants and needs. 
 
Owners of Plumbing & Mechanical Contracting Firms who are engaged in design build contracting 
have you encouraged your design personal, estimators, superintendents and foremen to become 
members of ASPE attend the educational offerings. Where those who can qualify to become CPD 
certified encourage them to take our CPD prep classes and take the exam. I suggest that it would be 
beneficial to have a copy of the CPD review manual available for reference should they want to keep 
current in the design details for interior and exterior plumbing systems.   
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: October 2011 
Well, all I can say is wow! About what, you ask? The Lions and our last month’s 
program that reviewed BIM, and how it has been the design tool of the 21st 
century. Get ready kids; BIM is alive and well and will never go away. I was told 
constantly about the three areas that effect out daily lives in the architectural 
industry: quality, budget and schedule; BIM or Building Informa- tion Modeling has 
proved to be a key component in all of these areas. The John E. Greene 
Company, through the use of “Navis Works”, illustrated a sample of MEP 3D 
showing how 3d modeling can be a tremendous tool in field coordination. There 

are other programs that AE firms currently use to successfully detail their MEP designs; one such 
program is Autodesk Revit MEP. Bottom line, BIM can make a lot of interferences go away before 
they become interferences in the real world, thereby keeping a solid handle on those three important 
things: quality, budget and schedule, which can keep you on the road to profitability and maintain 
many happy clients. Hats off to Dave Jones and Gary Stephenson of the John E Greene Company, 
job well done! 
 
Our next program is on “What’s Wrong With Our Drawings?” from an AE and Contractor’s 
perspective. You might think this is a matter of opinion and you know, just like having a nose on our 
face; we all have one, a nose and an opinion. I kept it clean for our young reader, you see! We 
decided to have a panel discussion on what’s plaguing our field construction issues and the 
consensus was poor drawings. This is a must participate because if you are not sure why the 
drawings you publish for construction documents continually get hit with extras, this discussion may 
very well bring it to light. 
 
We went to the store, the ASPE Book Store; there are a lot of tremendous deals on books you may 
have thought were too expensive. We convinced the store owner to allow us to bundle a selection of 
books for a whopping good deal. John Nussbaum will explain all of this in our newsletter and with 
circulars-at our next meeting. 
 
While reading you’ll notice we have a contest, that’s right a contest, to see how good your eyes are. 
We have taken a photo of a plumbing-piping installation, a good one I might add: we’ve removed 10 
items from the original. Your job is to compare both photos and see what has been removed. The 
submittal details are on the contest page. Have fun! Our successful entrant will win a $35 dollar 
design wheel (ASPE Domestic water sizer).  
 
I am pleased to present you another great A&E firm from Southeastern Michigan. Harley Ellis 
Devereaux is based in Southfield, MI and has strong roots in Detroit. They are a full service firm  
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and have received numerous awards and accolades throughout their illustrious presence in the 
industry.  
 
I know, with great pleasure give you just a few words on the Director of Engineering. Steven M. 
Dailey PE, LEED AP is a principle of Harley Ellis Devereaux and has over 30 years of mechanical 
engineering group and distinguishes his practice through strategic planning , organizational 
management, business development, and engineering design. By challenging his mechanical team 
members to pioneer innovative ideas, utilize creative problem- solving, and to consider 
multidisciplinary solutions, his team has contributed to several award winning projects for the firm. 
Steve’s familiarity with multifaceted, complex projects, allows him to plan and design mechanical 
systems that integrate the needs of architectural and engineering disciplines; thus, eliminating 
unnecessary rework/evaluation between multiple disciplines. Steve is a graduate of Lawrence 
Technological University and is a registered Professional Engineer in the state of Michigan as well as 
a LEED Accredited Professional just a few words! 
 
Next month we meet at the Masco facility to hear about LEED and Green plumbing fixtures as 
presented by our friends at the Bur e Agency.                                                                                                                                                                     
 
You’re President, 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
 
October Tech Program                                                                                                                                                  
“What’s Wrong With Our Drawings?” 
 
 Moderator, George Dobrowitsky, has 37 years of experience in plumbing and HVAC industry. He 
started his career as plumber, then went on to work as an estimator and project manager for various 
Detroit area mechanical contracting firms. In 1995 George joined Centerline Piping, Inc. and became 
Vice President in charge of estimating. In 2005 George went to work for Walbridge, and now holds 
the position of Director of Technical Estimating overseeing the work of all mechanical and electrical 
estimators. 
 
George is certified in Plumbing Design, CPD, in addition to holding a State of Michigan Master 
Plumbers License, Mechanical Contractors License and Unlimited Boiler Installers License. He is an 
active member of ASHRAE and ASPE. 
 
Panel Members Include:  

• Tom Allard (John E. Green Co.)                                                                                                                       

• Esteban Cabello PE, CIPD-JRED Engineering, Inc.                                                                                                                                                               

• Scott Morgan, PE-SHW Group                                                                                                                                                                                          

• Barry Pines, CPD- C&R Plumbing                                                                                                                                                      

• Wayne Robinson, City of Detroit 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



417 | P a g e  

October 2011 
 

Past President’s Report 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
Plumbing Industry Professionals, “What’s Wrong with Our Drawings?” Hear it from 
the plumbing industry professionals who make up the panel discussion moderated 
by George Dobrowitsky, CPD, of the Walbridge Company, at the October 18th 
meeting. 
 

JRH’s Barrier Free Design Manual has been discontinued. The State of Michigan’s Barrier Free 
Division stated they are currently using the American National Standards ICC/ANSI A1127.1-2003 
Accessible and Usable Buildings and Facilities 2003. Code language, graphics and measurements 
are in inches and metrics. You may order this book through the Code Study and Development Group 
of SE Michigan. Contact Cassandra Mudloff. If you have code questions, call John Nussbaum. 
 
ASPE Publications: these useful tools can now be ordered through the chapter at a considerable 
savings to you, the Design Professional, Contractor, Estimator, Project Managers and others who are 
doing design build jobs. I urge you to take advantage of this offer. No office reference library should 
be without these design tools. The Chapter will benefit from these sales while saving you money. 
Over the years, members have been wanting cost saving options to acquire these publications. 
 
The whole idea was to make these publications more affordable to you if purchased from the chapter 
in groups, already bundled. ASPE established special pricing for the Eastern Michigan Chapter and in 
turn the EMC established Special Group Pricing for its members. Group book order forms are now 
available. 
 
Payment must be made at the time of order. The form must be completely filled out. The Chapter 
intends to pay the Society when ordering your pre-selected group order. There are four separate 
groups to choose from, 1, 11, 111 and 1V. 
 
If you design and build Hydronic Systems whether Conventional or Geothermal, there is a terrific set 
of books titled Idronics, Journal of Design Innovation for Hydronics Professionals by Caleffi, which is 
available to you at no charge by Caleffi. The colored picture diagrams and engineering data are 
outstanding and second to none in the Plumbing and Mechanical Industry. I, myself, have just 
received my 9th edition. Mike Melaragni from the Plumbing Industry Training Center has them at the 
school and uses them for Journeymen Upgrade Training and preparation for those who wish to test 
for a mechanical license. 
 
It is recommended that contractors, A & E firms, and project management firms take advantage of 
these publication offers while they are available to enhance your reference and publication material 
base. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 
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President’s Report: November 2011 
What do you get when you put an engineer, contractor together in a single room 
Give up? You get a lot of great candid and honest talk. This is what we had last 
month at our general membership meeting. Actually, there were two engineers, 
one was a business owner and the other an employee for a major AE firm, so 
there were two perspectives that evening. These five gentlemen gave their candid 
views on the current drawings being published and submitted for construction; the 
bottom line is that more is expected, while time and fees have been greatly 
reduced to perform what was once the standard. BIM is also playing a major part 

during the design phase and now in the construction coordination phase. It’s like I said last month 
welcome to the 21st century. 
 
This month we switch tracks and go down the Green-LEED road, we’ll be taking a trip to the MASCO 
facility in Taylor. The Burke Agency is hosting the entire evening with a solid presentation on “Green” 
plumbing fixtures. They will also allow us to tour the Alex Manoogian Art Collection.  Not that “Green” 
plumbing fixtures are boring, but to see a few good artworks is well worth the trip to Taylor. The 
details for the journey to the MASCO facility are in the next few pages so take a night out and be 
entertained.  
 
Books, books and more books, that’s what we got from the national society. I just want to remind the 
general membership that these bundling of books will not last long and I recommend that if you are 
involved in plumbing engineering to take advantage of this unique opportunity. 
Our December meeting scheduled for December 13 is one that will give one great insight on the 
process of providing ultrapure water. This presentation will guide you through an entire process of 
going from raw water to laboratory quality water. Mr. Chris Yarima, of Millipore, will be giving the 
presentation on how to design a laboratory quality water system using the latest technology. 
Have you found them yet? I am talking about the October Photo contest of course and locating the 
ten missing items removed from the doctored photo. If you have all of missing items identified simply 
follow the submittal instructions and if you are correct you will then be placed in a pool for successful 
candidates for a random selected winner. If you are not successful this time don’t worry, we are 
planning another Photo contest in December’s newsletter.  
 
If you still would like a shot at winning an Instantaneous Water Heater you still can!  There will be one 
more round of raffle tickets sales. At the MASCO show, George Johnston will be selling raffle tickets 
to win the water heater. The winning ticket will be selected at the December general membership 
meeting. Oh, you don’t have to be present to win of course. It does make a great Christmas present!! 

 
I have an announcement to make, we are quite proud that the Eastern Michigan Chapter has become 
an official affiliate of the Engineering Society of Detroit. Our membership was unanimously approved 
at the last ESD council meeting. We and our membership are entitled to all the member benefits that  
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go with a general membership. We will be hosting the ESD and several of their functions in the near 
future. One such function may very well be a review session for the Engineering FE/PE exam. 
 
The chapter has been recognizing the legacy Detroit AE firms and the more recent AE firms of 
Michigan. This month’s Detroit suburban AE firm is SHW Group of Berkley (see page 2). They are a 
notional AE firm, with offices throughout the country. You can visit their website at shwgroup.com. 
 
Allow me to introduce Kevin Rettich, the MEP leader with SHW of Michigan. Kevin Rettich, PE, LEED 
AP, is the MEP Group Leader and Principal for SHW Group. He has over 25 years of experience in 
engineering systems design, including major educational projects. His leadership provides vision and 
innovation for the MEP engineering group, and the firm, including the development of building 
information modeling as a design and quality control tool, managing the relationships with clients and 
staff and supporting multi-disciplined collaboration committed design excellence. He is an expert in 
the design of power distribution systems, lighting, emergency lighting, technology systems, security, 
fire alarm systems, emergency and standby generators. Kevin is a LEED Accredited Professional and 
works with the design team to develop sustainable energy solutions that can provide significant cost 
savings for the client in flexibility, operating costs and long-term occupant satisfaction. Kevin is a 
graduate of the University of Michigan, Dearborn, with a Bachelor of Science in Electrical 
Engineering. He is a registered engineer in 48 states including Michigan and is a Certified Lighting 
Efficiency Professional and a Certified Lighting Consultant. 
 
Your President, 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
 
November Tech Program LEED                                                                                                                                                          
Plumbing [Green Plumbing Fixtures] 
 
Jeremy Cantor has been working in the plumbing industry for the past six years. He is currently 
working as Delta Faucet’s Regional Commercial Sales Manager. Prior to this Jeremy was employed 
at American Standard. Jeremy is a graduate of Ryerson University in Toronto Canada. He has been a 
member of ASPE since working in this country. 
 
Jeremy’s presentation will explore commercial Products for plumbing. This presentation will 
demonstrate what to look for when specifying commercial grade fixtures. Topics will include standard 
fixtures and trim as well as electronics. Water conserving, and healthcare related products. The 
overall intention of this presentation is to ensure that the specifying community has enhanced 
knowledge of commercial grade plumbing fixtures. 

 
Past President’s Report 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
“ALERT” Plumbing Industry Professionals Contractors who employ local 98  
plumbers who are Med Gas Certified Installers, please be advised that most  
installer’s Certifications will expire before the next Med Gas Standard is issued in 
2012. Before their Installer Certifications expire, they must apply for an extension
  

with NITC. Extension forms are available at the Hall and the Training Center additionally you may go 
to the ASPE EMC website to locate an extension form by following this link,  
http://.aspe.org/Eastern_Michigan. This link IS case sensitive. 
 
2012 NFPA 99’s risk vs. occupancy-based approach begins a new era in health care safety! The new 
NFPA 99 2012 edition of Health Care Facilities Code is the Standard that is replacing the 2005 99 C  
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that you are currently under in Michigan. I have been advised by NFPA that the 2005 99 C is no 
longer in print. I have brought to the attention of the ICC people, that they have referenced a non-
existing standard (99 C 2010) in their codes and that the 2005 99 C was no longer in print. After 
discussions over three days, the concerned parties agreed that a breakdown in communication had 
taken place and that NFPA and the ICC people were working together to resolve the existing 
problem. 
 
I am hopeful that this will take place before the end of the year. This is the reasoning for the 
extension with the NITC. I will continue to keep Bob Konyndyke and you informed, of any 
developments relayed to me from the respective code and standards organizations. 
 
The Fall NFPA Catalog pictures the new health care resources now available to you with pictures and 
explanations of their contents. 
 

1. NFPA 99 2012 Edition Health Care Facilities Code 
Including all Gas & Vacuum System Requirements. 

2. Medical Gas and Vacuum Systems Installation Hand- book 2012 edition. 
3. NFPA 99 2012 Edition Health Care Facilities Code Handbook 

 
 I have copies in my office if you wish to thumb through them. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: December 2011 
Happy Holidays and Season’s Greetings! Our November’s meeting at the 
MASCO Facility was just as expected, terrific! We had over 50 members in 
attendance and all got to see Richard Manoogian’s private art collection. It was 
spectacular and the evening presentation on Green plumbing fixtures proved to 
be both interesting and enlightening. I want to thank the Burke Agency for their 
gracious hospitality and generosity by sponsoring the entire evening. 
 
Our December meeting is on the 13th and it comes a week earlier than our usual 

3rd Tuesday of the month. It is solely due to the closeness of Christmas. We will be back to our usual 
routine in January. Our December program will be on the production of Laboratory Grade Pure Water 
and the system components. Our presenter for the evening will be Mr. Chris Yarima of Millipore. He is 
a seasoned professional on the subject and can certainly answer all your questions and provide 
design solutions you may need advice on. 
Our ASPE Society book bundles are still on sale and come to the chapter at an incredibly discounted 
price. There is a flyer in this newsletter to give you instruction on how to purchase the bundled books. 
 
You may have noticed that we have not been conducting our Data Book Sessions prior to the general 
membership meetings. There are two reasons, first availability of the instructor and second, these 
sessions were set in place to prep for the CPD class. Well, we decided to have a two half day 
workshops in the spring to get all ready for the CPD exam. Details are still being worked out but it will 
be offered to the entire membership for a very small cost that will include the study guide.  
 
Did you find all 10, the 10 missing things from our photo contest? Did you send it in? Well if you did 
and are selected, your name will be published in the January Newsletter. The Plumbing Design wheel 
for the successful entrant will be presented in January. Too easy you say, wait till the next photo 
comes out! January’s issue will contain the next Photo Contest. 
 
This month’s AE highlight is the Detroit legacy firm, SmithGroupJJR, which is the oldest continually 
operating architecture and engineering firm in the U.S., originally founded in 1853. Their feature page 
is nestled in the next few pages so please take time to view their rich history. The director of the 
mechanical engineering group is Mr. David Kistler, P.E., and is an experienced Mechanical Engineer 
with SmithGroupJJR who has worked on a variety of facility types including education, research and 
development, healthcare and office buildings. He has been responsible for comprehensive 
mechanical designs including fire protection, plumbing, HVAC, controls system engineering, 
mechanical specification writing, code research, smoke control engineering, load calculations, 
acoustics, energy usage calculation, mechanical space planning, equipment selection, checking, 
coordination and construction observation. With his 20+ years of experience, Dave has developed his 
ability to coordinate with clients and project team members from other disciplines.  
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As a Chief Engineer he also supervises a group of 
engineers, designers and drafters in the Smith 
Group JJR Learning Studio. Currently Dave is 
working on projects such as the Indiana Wesleyan 
University Academic Building #2 in Marion, Indiana; 
Oakland University Human Health Building in 
Rochester, Michigan; University of Michigan – Flint; 
Murchie Science Building Renovation in Flint, 
Michigan; Michigan State University Plant Sciences 
Expansion in East Lansing, Michigan and the 
Bowling Green University McDonald Hall 
Renovation Feasibility Study in Bowling Green, 
Ohio.  Dave also has experience on the Indian 
Springs Metro Park James Clarkston Environmental 
Discovery Center in White Lake, Michigan, which 
won second place for the National American Society 
of Heating, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning 
Engineering (ASHRAE) Technology Award in 2008. 
He has a Bachelor of Science in Mechanical 
Engineering from the University of Michigan, 1988 
and a Bachelor of Arts in Physics and Mathematics 
from Albion College, 1987. He is a Professional 
Engineer – Mechanical in Michigan, LEED 
Accredited Professional and an active member of 
the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and 
Air Conditioning Engineers.  
 
We will continue to bring awareness to the pride of 
Southeastern Michigan and feature the AE firms that 
are responsible for building America. The Eastern 
Michigan Chapter wishes all a wonderful holiday 
and a prosperous and happy New Year! 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
 
December Tech Program                                                                                                                                             
Ultra-Pure Water 
 
Chris Yarima, Has been with Millipore for 18 years, 
has performed as an Application Specialist for 16 
years and held the previous position of service 
engineer for 2 years. Understanding the design 
requirements; for production and storage, 
distribution of purified water in laboratory, hospital 
and in industrial settings. It is important for anyone 
pharmaceutical/ biotech/academic community that 
uses purified to get a good understanding of how 
water is purified. To understand this, we will discuss; 
where water is used in the Pure Water Industry, 
water quality standards, the main types of 
contaminants, and the units and methods used to measure them. 
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Past President’s Report 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
To All Plumbing Industry Professionals: Recently the American Society of Sanitary 
Engineering (ASSE) released 4 updated ANSI Approved RP/DC Backflow 
Standards. 
 
 

1. ASSE Standard #1013-20011 ANSI Approved August 2011 Performance  requirements for 
Reduced Pressure Principle Backflow Preventers and Reduced Pressure Principle Fire 
Protection Backflow Preventers. 

2. ASSE Standard #1015-20011. ANSI Approved August 2011 Performance requirements for 
Double Check Backflow Prevention Assemblies. 

3. ASSE Standard #1047-20011. ANSI Approved August 2011 Performance requirements for 
Reduced Pressure Detector Fire Protection Backflow Prevention Assemblies. 

4. ASSE Standard #1048-20011. ANSI Approved August 2011 Performance requirements for 
Double Check Detector Fire Protection Backflow Prevention Assemblies. 

 
These Standards are pictured and explained in the July-Sept. 2011 issue of Plumbing Standards 
titled “Fire Suppression Issue •BACKKFLOW PREVENTERS & fire protection systems 
•HOME FIRE SPRINKLERS-the standard for home fire safety •FIRE STOPPING-special inspection 
growing” This is an official publication of the American Society of Sanitary Engineering. The 
aforementioned publication in my opinion should be read and kept for its updated content and 
analysis of these important Backflow Standards. Paul Bladdick’s articles titled “Super Standards” and 
“Green Codes” are a must read for everyone connected to the plumbing industry. Other ASSE 
Standard information may be seen on pages 25, 26 & 27. Jim Kendzel, MPH, CAE, Executive 
Director and CEO of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers, has been appointed to the ASSE 
Standards Committee. It has been brought to my attention that an agreement between ASSE and 
IAPMO has been reached and when current inventories of the series 5000 have been depleted the 
newly printed copies will be labeled ASSE/ IAPMO Series 5000, no matter where they go in the 
country they will be mailed from ASSE in Ohio.  ASSE Standards can be purchased from ASSE as a 
single copy or in groups. 
 
The Plumbing Industry Training Center in Troy, Michigan has a complete set of ASSE Standards and 
the ASSE Michigan Chapter set is also there. MCA-Detroit also has a complete set in John 
Nussbaum’s office, which are available to look through at your convenience. John Nussbaum would 
order any of the ASSE Standards for you if you desire to have them in your office. Extra copies of 
Plumbing Standards Magazine are over at the Plumbing Industry Training Center. Keep in mind that 
ASSE Standards are ANCI approved consensus Standards. 
 
The Plumbing Industry throughout the world has recognizes ASSE’s motto of “Prevention Rather ten 
Cure”. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: January 2012 
Happy New Year and I truly hope it will be a happy one. We have a great program 
to start the 2012 season. I first want to thank Mr. Chris Yarima of Millipore for a 
very informative program last December. A lot of terrific information was 
presented, and clarity given on the production of laboratory water. Our January 
program will bring a panel discussion on Smart Pumps headed by Mr. Jim Eardley 
of Target Sales. He will moderate the discussion on the benefits of Smart Pumps. 
You may ask, “What is a Smart Pump?” The answer is: one that can think for 
itself. I think? Well you get my drift, still a worthwhile program to attend. In 

February, the all confusing Booster Pump is the topic and our very own Norm Hall will dispel the 
myths. March is Geothermal Design presented by Joe Schwartz, PE, and in April we head to U of M 
to tour a Nano-technology lab. We will conclude our 2012 season of presentations with a session on 
confounding ASSE mixing valves in May. 
 
I want to go on record saying, it is time we here in Detroit get the recognition we deserve by being 
allowed by the Society to host a national convention. We are partnering with Detroit Hotel and 
Convention Bureau to do just that, to bring it home. Our target year is 2016. Wish us luck! 
 
The time during the holidays allows us to do many things, and for me it is reflecting on the previous 
year. What improvements can be made and how to go about doing it. We decided to conduct a CPD 
review course instead of our ongoing education classes. Well, little did we know they have come to 
be expected, and I’m pleased to say they will be resuming in April. Our CPD course is a review for 
those wishing to pass the CPD exam. The dates for this session will be posted on our website and a 
flyer sent out to all members. It is not an easy one with the success rate at barely 35%, so a review 
session with the study guidebook is highly recommended. 
 
John Nussbaum sets up his book display at every general membership meeting for those wishing to 
take advantage of the ridiculously cheap bundle of design books. A flyer is once again in this 
newsletter. We don’t know how long this will last so don’t be left out. 
 
A new Photo Contest is forthcoming, coupled with a more substantial award. Keep tuned in for the 
details in the February newsletter. Lastly, do you recall the drafting competitions in the 70s? Well I do, 
I won one of them! We are planning to host a drafting competition this fall similar to the ones that 
were hosted by SMACNA, except that it will be with CADD generated drawings. The drafting 
competition committee is forming, and details will be worked out with a plan for a fall rollout. This will 
be a professional competition with professionals doing the judging. The categories are; mechanical, 
plumbing, electrical, architectural, structural and civil, with a professional in each field to lay judgment. 
Prizes will be awarded to the successful entrant, so stay tuned! Once again Happy New Year! 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
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January Tech Session                                                                                                                                                                
Smart Pumps – Panel Discussion 

 
Jim Eardley represents Target Sales a Michigan 
based professional representative agency founded 
in 1971. Target has represented leading 
manufacturers, such as Amtrol, Genova, Caleffi 
many based in MI. In Hydronic areas, they have 
sold boilers, radiant heat, ASME expansion tanks, 
high efficiency air elimination products and even 
solar systems. Jim is a 1981 U of M Graduate. 
Target Sales has represented Caleffi for the past 
three years and seen constant growth in sales. Jim 
for the last 18 years has been in the plumbing, 
heating, and well water industries. 
 
Moderator: Jim Eardley Sales Rep-Target Sales                                                                                                                                                     
 
Panelist: Brian Burrows, Sales Manager-Grundfos 
Pump Corp.,                                                                                                                   
Jeff Turner, Representative - Wilo Pumps                                                                                                                                                    
Mike Hittle Distribution Manager – R.L. Deppmann                                                                                                                                   
 
Panelist Representative KL McCOY      

 
 

Past President Report 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
I ask you, where is the next 
generation of professional 
mechanical engineers and 
plumbing design professionals 
coming from? Attrition by 

retirement, death and moving out of state is taking 
its toll on the number of PE’s for the Construction 
Industry in Southeastern Michigan. I have heard 
that those leaving the state are taking job offers in 
parts of the country where construction is on the 
rise and the rate of pay is higher than here in 
Southeast Michigan. Be what it is, there now exists 
a shortage of Construction Mechanical 
Engineering Professionals, and it will be worse 
when the time of need arises, a few years down 
the road. 
 
While the colleges and universities are teaching 
engineering, the students are mainly majoring in 

automotive, electrical, mechanical and civil 
engineering. This does not help our cause. We 
must find ways to encourage our young  
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people, planning on a college/ university education, to consider a Mechanical Engineering Degree in 
Construction. The approach should be through our high schools, apprentice training facilities, junior 
colleges and trade schools, wherever and whenever the opportunity arises. 
 
While the cost of education is extremely expensive, there is money available from many sources 
outside of student loans. Organizations have money available to help the student with some of their 
school expenses. Both our national associations, the American Society 
of Sanitary Engineering and the American Society of Plumbing Engineers, have scholarship money 
available for members and their sons and daughters. Student memberships in these organizations 
are nominal and the benefits are many. 
 
On the local scene, several years ago the Michigan Chapter of the American Society of Sanitary 
Engineering created the John E. Matthews Scholarship Fund. Annually, this fund raffle also accepts 
donations for the intended use of students declaring their major in Construction Mechanical 
Engineering, who are also intending to accept engineering positions available in Southeastern 
Michigan. A three point grade average each semester will guarantee that the fund trustees intend to 
help the student get through school with his/her mechanical engineering degree. 
 
Plumbing Apprentices: the associate degree that you are being encouraged to pursue while going 
through the plumbing training program could be a huge advantage to you should you desire using 
those credits toward an engineering degree. 
 
Master Plumbers: if you have been designing plumbing systems and have been a project manager or 
field foreman for a number of years, memberships in ASPE and ASSE could enhance the value of 
your license. By applying yourself and passing the ASPE CPD exam, you can open doors to career 
opportunities you may have not known or thought about; opportunities you may desire as you get 
older. Though we have money, we now need students to apply for it! 
 
Good News! We recently have become associate members of the ESD (Engineering Society of 
Detroit). 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: February 2012 
Sometimes I wonder if I really live in Michigan. I’m so used to seeing a lot of snow 
this time of the year and there has been so little, but again this is Michigan, and 
one only has to wait. Last month we had a great discussion on smart pumps and I 
would like to thank Mr. Jim Erdley of Target Sales for hosting. The February 
program will be on the “Principles of Booster Pump Design”. The nice folks at R.L. 
Deppmann will be hosting for the evening and will lend to the very qualified Mr. 
Norm Hall, PE, in giving the presentation. I’m sure he will clear up all confusions 
you may have on how to select and install and install a booster pump. 

 
I have an announcement to make. The ASPE Board of Directors has approved, and awarded, Mr. 
John Nussbaum and Mr. Edward Hawley, the title of “Lifetime Member”. John and Ed have close to 
75 years of dedication between them. Kudos! I feel this was well deserved and I was honored to have 
submitted the recommendation. I was surprised on how quickly it was acted upon, but then again, 
maybe I shouldn’t have been surprised; it was meant to happen. Congratulations! 
 
The books are still on sale, and you only have to talk to John Nussbaum. These bundles will only be 
available for a short time longer. So you may want to act soon. 
 
The CPD exam is coming up and we are getting ready to have two, half day sessions, to help those 
wanting to sit for the exam. The dates are March 17th and 24th. The cost is nominal and it’s to cover 
the study book and a simple continental breakfast and refreshments (coffee, tea, etc.). 
Last month I said I was going to try to bring a Society Convention to Detroit in 2016. It seems that the 
event has already been awarded to Phoenix. Hey, I like Phoenix, so no problem; we’ll just try for 
2018. It just gives us more time to plan, that’s what I’m thinking. 
 
During the years I spent with ISO, there was one common theme and it was to strive for continuous 
improvement. Even my martial arts teacher has always said that the biggest room known to man was 
the room for improvement. We here, at the Eastern Michigan Chapter, are doing just that, asking how 
we can improve. What can we do differently to better serve our members? We landed on the topic of 
education. We are going to return, as I said last month, to our educational roots, but this time, only 
better. We are going to teach not just the fundamentals, but we will couple the fundamentals with 
code compliance and to go one better, we’ll illustrate in “REVIT”. I truly mean education. 

 
Finally, we are currently looking to partner with the USGBC (U.S. Green Building Council), to start 
providing workshops for those getting ready to sit for the LEED AP exam, and also for the Green  
Plumbing Certification exam that is to be sponsored by a consortium of LEED agencies and ASPE. 
Like I said before, continuous improvement! So, keep your ear to the ground; we’re working hard! 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
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February Tech Program                                                                                                                                                    
Booster Pumps 
 
Pump’s and pumping systems in a plumbing system are subjects that could take weeks of meetings 
to completely understand. In the short-ended version we will look at pressure booster pumps. In an 
effort to supply something for everyone, the program will cover the gamut from the basic pump with a 
switch through constant speed systems and variable speed systems. The newer engineer/designer 
will learn to prepare the required capacities for pressure boosters as well as the types of systems 
normally provided in new construction today. The seasoned engineer will learn about options and the 
use of variable speed in booster system pressure boosting, as well as how to size the no flow tank. In 
addition the plumbing contractors will pick-up knowledge of the basic components needed for the field 
built-up booster system as well some installation tips for larger systems.    
 
Join us for this interesting and informative meeting 
 
Norm Hall is a graduate engineer with a BSEE from Wayne State University, Norm is a member of 
ASPE and ASHRE. He is past president of the ASHRE Detroit Chapter. He has been with the R.L. 
Deppmann company for 31 years. He currently serves the Industry and President Of R.L. Deppmann. 
 
Past President Report  
John R. Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
I am pleased to report that the John E. Matthews Scholarship Committee with the approval of the 
Michigan Chapter ASSE Board of Directors awarded a $1500.00 dollar scholarship to Jason A. 
Mackay of Limbach Engineering & Design Services HVAC/ Plumbing. Jason has recently become a 
member of ASPE and ASSE. Jason is carrying a 3.4 grade point average at Lawrence Tech. He 
currently is doing some CAD drafting, engineering at Limbach Engineering. Jason has met all the 
requirements as outlined in the John E. Matthews Scholarship application. We are thankful to Cindy 
Zatto of VE sales for discovering Jason at Limbach Engineering and bringing him to our attention. 
Jason has been advised that there is scholarship money available at our two nationals ASPE and 
ASSE. I am convinced there are others that we are unaware of, if you know of any one please let me 
know. 
 
The 2012 CPD Exam Registration is now open for engineers and designers of plumbing systems. 
The 2012 CPD examination will be held on April 19th or 20th, those of you who are interested to sit 
for the exam can learn more and register online at aspe.org/CPD Certification. Over the years, 
several of our contractors possessing a Master or Journey License or having their in house 
employees doing the plumbing design and layout either they took and passed the exam or their 
employees did so. The Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE will be holding classes for those who  

qualify and wish to become CPD’s. You will learn how to prepare yourself to take the exam, 
the instructor is preparing lesson plans to be used along with the ASPE Review Manual. The 
class days will be March 17th and 24th from 8:00 AM till 2:00 PM and will be in the form of a 
workshop where attendees will be involved in actual problem solving / answering proposed 
questions they may or may not be subject to in an actual exam. Those who had taken the 
exam and not passed it previously this would be the time to try again and pass it. The 
classes are also open to the Western Michigan Chapter. 
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I can’t stress enough the need to encourage our UA plumbing apprentices capable of pursuing an 
associate degree while going through the Plumbing Industry Training Center. These obtained credits 
can later be used to further their plumbing careers as they are transferable to Universities and 
Collages teaching a variety of courses from Project Management, Mechanical Engineering, 
Estimating, Building Information Modeling, CAD drafting to a number of business courses. Any and all 
additional education can lead to maintaining employment wherever they may feel comfortable in their 
chosen plumbing career. Keep in mind after licensing there are many more disciplines that make up 
the plumbing industry. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 2012 
Spring is close, the Tigers are warming up in Florida, golf courses are getting 
themselves ready for the onslaught of golfers and our March general membership 
meeting is just a week away. What do they all have in common? They all deal 
with capturing the warmth and using it to their advantage. Our March program is 
on geothermal design and its application. The program is being presented by 
Integrated Design Solutions, LLC Senior Engineer, Joe Schwartz, PE, LEED AP. 
He is a leading specialist in the subject and has given presentations on this 
subject numerous times and to the engineering community. 

 
Last month we were privileged to have Mr. Norm Hall of R.L. Deppman give the chapter a thorough 
explanation on the in and outs of Pressure Boosters. It was so well received that we will have a panel 
discussion on the subject. Thank you Norm, and what’s coming up? 
Our April general membership meeting will take us to the University of Michigan’s Ann Arbor campus 
to tour a Nano-technology lab. We have made arrangements for food, parking and guided tours, but 
seating is limited and an RSVP is necessary. So for all you early birds, contact our Affiliate Liaison 
Dann Holmes at 248-939-2476 to reserve that seat! 
 
Once again we have several members wanting to further their recognition by taking the Certified 
Plumbing Designer exam. The exam is not an easy undertaking, with a success rate of less than 
50%. So all the help one can get is recommended and that is where we come in, by providing a 
review session, actually two! There will be two ½ day sessions to cover the topic of the exam. There 
will be a flyer posted on the Chapter’s web site and one is being sent out via e-mail. 
 
We have been informed that our very own Barry Pines, CPD, was selected to be a member of the 
Code committee for the Society. We get excited when our Chapter is recognized in such a way, 
because it shows the imbedded talent amongst our members. Way to go Barry and I just know he’ll 
do us proud! 
 
Books, books and more books, that’s right, John Nussbaum still has plenty of books that can help you 
on your daily design activities. Virtually all subjects pertaining to plumbing are nestled in the Data 
books that ASPE has published over the years. They are bundled to save the member the book’s list 
price. We don’t know how much longer the Society will keep this up, so take advantage of them while 
you can! 

 
We always welcome comments on how your chapter is run so if you feel we’re doing a good job or if 
you have suggestions on how to improve on things, just let us know. Better yet get involved, we are 
always looking for a new board member and there is an open door policy, such that, any member can 
visit a board meeting and voice their concerns. In short, our board at times is over stretched and 
could use your help. So get involved it could only make it better.  
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Got ideas for next year topics or programs give 
us a holler and it will be taken into consideration 
at our next planning workshop. Happy Spring 
have fun on the course, March madness is here 
and go Tigers. 
 
Your President, 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
 
March Tech Program 
Geo Exchange Systems: Design & 
Application 
 
Joe Schwartz; This program will provide design 
professionals with an overview of Geo-
Exchange systems. Topics include Geo-
Exchange system operation, ground heat 
exchanger types, exchanger heat types, heat 
exchanger components and materials, 
distributed vs. central heat pump systems, and 
the basic Geo Exchange system design 
process. Join us for this interesting and 
informative meeting. 
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Past President Report 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
It’s all about plumbing and Plumbing License enhancement, whether we’re talk- ing 
about a Master or Journeyman License, because little by little these licenses seem 
to have become less important in our communities, municipalities and our general 
public, who should be making sure the persons and/or companies they employ are 
licensed to do the work for which they are hired. I am bringing this subject up 

because we, in the Licensed Plumbing Trade and Plumbing Industry, are watching as more of our 
work is being done by others who are not educated to the degree that the Licensed Plumber is. Yet, 
the unlicensed go unchallenged by those of us who are licensed to protect the health and safety of 
the people here in the State of Michigan. More expansion on this subject will be included in future 
publications. 
 
Why Plumbing License Enhancement? Because to be successful as Contractors, Project Managers 
and Field Foremen, you will need to know if the drawings and specifications can meet the codes and 
standards that are constantly changing with the 3 and 6 year cycles they go through. The constant 
changes in equipment, devices, and materials, can and do affect flow rates, which affect pipe sizing 
and venting in plumbing systems. When doing design build work, you need to know; if you’re bidding 
jobs you need to know, in order to be competitive with companies who can redesign to meet the 
owners budget demands. We’ve heard concerns voiced at plumbing industry meetings and functions 
that the specs are wrong, or the drawings are bad and don’t meet the local codes and standards. 
 
We’ve also heard concerns voiced about being turned down at either the municipal plan review 
process (if you’re lucky), or worse, when the inspector said you must do it all over after the work has 
been completed. 
 
If you are a Journey or Master Plumber, working for a contractor inside, doing plumbing layout and 
design and/or estimating for over five years, you may be eligible to enhance your career and be of 
more value to yourself and your company by becoming CPD certified in plumbing engineering. I call 
this License Enhancement. By having been through a five year UA Plumbing Apprenticeship program 
at the Plumbers Training Center, you have had the basics in drawing, blueprint reading, applied 
mathematics and formulas that are used in plumbing systems. You have been schooled in the 
application of codes and standards so as to be able to layout and design or install plumbing. You 
were tested prior to your taking and passing the Michigan Journeyman License Exam. I’m also 
speaking to those of you, who after two or more years of experience, studied again before taking and 
passing the exam for your Michigan Master Plumbers License. Your education continued with code 
update classes during each code cycle. I therefore encourage you to join ASPE and ASSE if you do 
not already belong to these beneficial associations and to attend the once a month joint meetings and 
continue your education through ASPE publications, seminars and webinars. 
 
Plumbing is a career, not just a job, for some of you. For those of you who wish to advance your 
career in plumbing, I encourage you to enhance your licenses by taking the current and future ASPE 
CPD Classes that are being offered at the chapter level on April 7th 2012 and April 14th 2012. These 
are half day sessions 8:00 AM till 12:00 PM, both on Saturdays at MCA Detroit. See the enclosed 
flyer on this as well as the ASPE Webinar Classes. This year’s CPD Exam is also in April on the 19th 
or 20th. All pertinent information can be found on the ASPE and/or MCA Detroit Web Site. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: April 2012 
The Tiger baseball season is here and it comes with high expectations. We all 
wish our home team well and look forward to a great season with a chance to be 
in the Fall Classic, the World Series. Go Tigers! Now down to business, we had a 
tremendous program last month with an involved discussion on Geothermal 
design. I would like to take this time to thank Joe Schwartz of IDS for bringing a 
complex subject to us and presenting it in an understandable fashion. Our 
evening sponsor was SES of Berkley and I strongly suggest you research their 
website to get a deeper understanding of the talent we have here in Michigan. 

 
On April 17th, we will be traveling to the University of Michigan to tour a Nano-technology lab. It is a 
Class 10 Clean room. The eastern Michigan Chapter will be hosted by the Director of the facility, 
Dennis Schweiger, with a guided tour every fifteen minutes. Trust me there will be plenty to see, no 
touching, but the visual will be worth the trip. Bring all of your design questions because I’m sure they 
will be answered. 
 
We have one more general membership meeting in May and the 2011-2012 Program will close with a 
session on the most understood, ASSE mixing valves, and this includes the ASSE 1070. This session 
will prove to be very informative, being that the presenter is a representative of ASSE. 
 
I still want to remind the membership that we are continuing our ASPE library of Data books and 
design guides. If you are not sure of the bundled design guides, check with our Administrative 
Secretary, John Nussbaum. He will gladly give you the low down. The savings is tremendous and will 
most likely end this season. 
 
In May and at our concluding general membership meeting, we have our election of board members. 
In some cases it is a re-election and I am one of them. I do this because, I feel like I can make a 
difference and not because I’m looking for personal gain. My reward is someone thanking me for 
providing this service. I would like to petition the members to get involved with the board, to give fresh 
ideas or to champion some new ones. The experience of being a board member is priceless and the 
local and national networking speaks for itself. Get involved, it’s your chapter. 
 
Your President, 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
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April 2012 
 

Past President Report 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
Backflow Prevention: On June 5, 2012, the Michigan Backflow Prevention 
Association (MBPA) will hold its annual educational meeting and conference at the 
Plumbing Industry Training Center in Troy, Michigan. This conference promises, as 
in the past, to be informative, and although a little controversial, important. The 
subject matter is controversial due to the nature of the proposed panel discussion, 

which will welcome questions from the attendees. In question will be, who should be permitted to be 
schooled and granted the right to test back flow devices here in Michigan, based on the sizes of and 
systems that they protect. The ASSE Series 5000 National Standard states that only licensed 
plumbers shall install and/or repair backflow prevention devices. 
 
It doesn’t mandate for the testers to be licensed because it is a national standard and as parts of the 
country do not have licensing laws relating to this as Michigan does. Some believe that a forty hour 
course is enough to make you a tester and that non-licensed people should be allowed to test. Others 
believe that because Michigan has licensing laws, then backflow device testers should be licensed 
plumbers because of their extensive knowledge of plumbing and mechanical systems. With the 
various back flow devices installed on these system a point has been made that unless you test on a 
regular and often basis, whether you’re a plumber or not, the chances of you getting it right are very 
unquestionable, and those odds are increased if you are NOT a plumber. It is important that those 
who are testers understand the various backflow devices, the appropriate application, where they are 
located and the type of building they are in and the requirements for shutting the systems down to 
allow for testing. Some believe that to maintain their certification a refresher course should be 
mandated every three years to stay on top of the changes that take place in products, their use and 
any changes because of codes and standard requirements. 
 
First and foremost should be to protect our water supply and the health and safety of people within 
the State of Michigan. 
 
Backflow testers can have their test gages tested for accuracy by Mike Lueck of Mid-West 
Instrument. Who should attend the Michigan Backflow Prevention Association’s (MBPA) Annual 
Educational Meeting and Conference? Regulatory people who are responsible for the protection of 
our water supply and demand, inspectors, contractors, licensed master and journey plumbers, 
backflow testers, design professionals. Manufacturers’ Representatives who sell backflow devices 
and Fire Protection Designers who are responsible for the installation of fire systems should also 
attend and participate. 
 
Manufacturers will be there with their products, some new, and with the answers to questions you 
may want to ask regarding their products. Sean Cleary, of I. A. P. M. O. & ASSE will talk about what 
to expect from an ASSE Tester Certification Class. Other topics and speakers will include: Fire 
Systems and set up for testing them, speaker to be determined; Tester Tips by the John & Jeff Show; 
ASSE Reporting Requirements / what to look for on a test report with Matt Kapcia. The full seminar 
agenda with the presenters will be available in the near future and will be in the May Newsletter. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: May 2012 
Well, where has the year gone? We have one general membership meeting left 
and it is a very important one and I’ll get to that later. In this year review, I have to 
say we covered a lot of new ground, beginning last September. We were given an 
overview of how the construction industry is now viewing the drawings being 
published by the engineers and it was hosted by John E. Green. The REVIT and 
Navis works have taken the lead on eliminating interferences before they hit the 
field.  
 

October brought a panel discussion on a subject that affects us all, “What’s wrong with our 
drawings?” No finger pointing, just a very good banter of dialog to make our drawings better. Guess 
what the solution was? Take time to check, check and check. Mistakes hurt the owner, engineer and 
the contractor and in the end it affects budget, quality and schedules. 
 
We were given a tour last November of the Richard Manoogian Art Collection and later a solid 
presentation on GREEN plumbing hosted by MASCO Industries. This will happen again because we 
have been invited back. The art tour is worth the trip alone! 
 
Millipore sent Chris Yarima to give the membership a session on the types of Ultra-Pure Water. The 
presentation gave an in depth review of laboratory water and its applications. 
 
We started 2012 with another panel discussion on Smart Pumps. The movement to the use of Viable 
Frequency pumps versus constant speed was alive and well. The weather cooperated and the 
January meeting went very well. 
 
Speaking of VFDs, Norm Hall of R.L. Deppman gave the chapter a well-received program on 
Domestic Water Booster Pumps. This subject is not dead because as there is more than one route to 
Ann Arbor. So you better believe this topic is going to be revisited. 
 
March brought out the Geothermal folks and we owe a great big thank you to Strategic Energy 
Solutions of Berkley for sponsoring the evening. Mr. Joe Schwartz, PE for giving the chapter a 
complete breakdown on the design, application and energy conservation of geothermal systems. 
April brought out the flowers and a road trip to the University of Michigan. U of M invited the chapter 
to tour a Class 10 Nano-technology lab. The University was a gracious host and so I say, Go-blue! 

 
This brings us to our final meeting for the year on May 15, 2012; we will have an interesting program 
to discuss the misunderstood, ASSE mixing valve. Mr. Tim Kilbane, National Sales Manager with 
Symmons Industries will lead the presentation and discussion. Get your questions ready to fire away 
at a very knowledgeable person on the subject. The meeting will also usher in the new Board of 
Directors for the 2012-2013 year. A call for nominations will be conducted at the beginning of the  
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meeting. If you would like to be on the board, let us know your wishes and we will place it on the 
ballot. 
 
We still have a great roster of book bundles; so if you are interested, just check in with John 
Nussbaum and he will go over the tremendous savings. 
 
I want to thank a few people for all their hard work this year, John Nussbaum, Dann Holmes, Pam 
Hartsell, John Snyder, Ed Hawley, Barry Pines, George Johnston and especially Theresa Green for 
being the electronic voice of the Chapter. My friends and esteemed colleagues, the chapter owes you 
a debt of gratitude and so on behalf of our membership, I say thank you! 
 
So what’s doing for next year? That’s up to you. We will have a planning session and at that time we 
will brainstorm on building a program that is not only interesting but educational. Got some ideas 
send ‘em to me. It’s your chapter so get involved. 
 
Your President, 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
 
 

Past President Report 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
ITT Technical Institute – School of Drafting and Design Technology. 
All A&E firms and contractors doing design build work, this information should be of 
interest to you. I attended a Program Advisory Committee Meeting at the ITT 
Technical Institute and was overwhelmed by what I heard and saw. I was sent by 
Chris Freeman, of MCA Detroit, who was out of town and had asked me to attend in 

his place. I happened to be in a breakout group led by Pamela Liederbach, School of Drafting & 
Design at the Institute. Pamela led a discussion of core courses that were being taught at the 
institute, pointing out the Program Advisory Committee’s (PAC) purpose and goals. Listed under 
campus wants and needs are guest speakers and field trips; local employment, market specific skill 
needs, brought me into the discussion regarding the needs of our design build contrac- tors as well 
as the A&E firms who provide the drawings and specifications for the Plumbing & Mechanical portion 
of the construction industry. One of the goals that ITT Tech has is to assist students in obtaining 
some real world experience while enrolled at ITT Tech through classroom partnership projects and 
Student Professional Experience Programs (SPE). SPE’s may be paid positions, unpaid - not for 
credit “internships,” and/or volunteer work. Classroom Partnership Projects - Classroom Partnerships 
can be with a company or a non for profit orga- nization. The curriculum department will focus on the 
courses most important to employers. Enclosed are two pages of core curriculum subjects you will 
find, some of which may meet your needs. It was also mentioned that before graduation, they require 
their students to have a minimum of 135 hours of intern hours. You will also note that on their list of 
class offerings are CAD Methods, Building Information Modeling (BIM) and Advanced CAD. I have 
been invited to address the new class coming in September regarding the needs of the plumbing and 
mechanical industry. 
 
Engineering Society of Detroit (ESD): The ESD’s Job Bank web address is: www.jobs.esd.org. Use 
Promo Code SP when you purchase your job posting. The ESD job bank is part of the Engineering & 
Science Career Network, a national consortium of 42 engineering and scientific societies. Since 
joining ESD and attending the affiliate council meetings, I have found that those who attend the 
council meetings know very little about MCA Detroit and the Plumbing & Mechanical Industry. They, 
for the most part, are in the automotive, civil and electrical engineering organizations. The president 
of ESD is a professor at LIT and a member of ASHRE. She has welcomed our presence and active  
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participation. It is a friendly and warm diner atmosphere that we meet in and the speakers have been 
quality people. These meetings are from 5:30 to 7:30 PM. 
 
May Program:                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
“ASSE” Mixing Values    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
Tim Kilbane: is the National Sales Manager at Symons Industry, Tim began his career at Symons in 
1988 as the Central Regional Sales Manager and in 1996 he was promoted to National Sales 
Manager. Tim has 35 years of plumbing experience including master plumber field expertise, product 
origination, codes and standards development and application experience. Tim served as Chairman 
of ASSE 1016 Standard Development Group. He is a member of ASPE, Working Group 15 Hot Water 
Temperature Committee and was  a member of the IPC Adhoc committee on temperature control. 
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6/2/2012 ASPE Region II President’s Meeting Highlights 
of the Meeting Hosted by the Western Michigan Chapter 

by John Nussbaum IPP, FASSE from notes taken by Joe Hernandez 
 
The event began with a Friday evening dinner party at the Bob Restaurant in downtown Grand 
Rapids Michigan. 
 
Saturday Morning after a continental breakfast from 7:00 -8:00 AM Chris Graham the Region 2 
Director opened the meeting by calling for a roll call of the attendees. The Eastern Michigan chapter 
was represented by chapter President Joe Hernandez CPD, Dann Holmes the chapter and Region 2 
Affiliate, VP Membership Pam Hartsell and Administrative Secretary John Nussbaum IPP, FASSE. 
The Society was represented by David E.DeBord CPD, LEED AP BD +C, ARCSA AP, VP Technical 
and Stacey Kidd. 
 
Under the Topic Titled Strategic Blueprint: Better Communication between the Society and the 
Society Chapters was discussed, Stacey Kidd informed us everything sent out to the chapter 
presidents would now be sent to the chapter officers, she indicated that all e mails would be up to 
date and current. ASPE Newsletters will now be quarterly instead of monthly. The Region 2 
Attendees noted that accessibility was considerably improved since Jim Kendzel was hired. David E. 
DeBord informed us about the book sales being a chapter revenue maker for the chapters. As you 
know this began here between John Nussbaum and Jim Kendzel as a trial that turned out well for 
everyone, chapters and members. Stacey indicated she would send us 100 subscription cards for 
Plumbing Engineer the Official Publication of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE), 
formally PS&D for distribution to students and plumbing apprentices. Dann Holmes enquired about 
back issues of PS&D Publication’s they are now also availability for distribution to students and 
apprentices. Stacey responded in the affirmative.  
 
Student Chapter programs are available from the society for the establishment of Student Chapters at 
Colleges and Universities. ASPE apps are now available for down loading. Professional growth 
opportunities & employment are posted on the ASPE website. CEU credits can now be ASPE 
certified including those earned by attending a lunch and learn meeting. As you probably heard ASPE 
/ IAPMO are in the process of developing a Green Plumbing Design Certification. ASPE has achieved 
ANSI Accreditation as a developer of American National Standards. 132 sat for the CPD exam the 
results will be known to those who took the exam in Mid-June. It is suggested that we implement and 
partner with Universities in Green Plumbing Design. 
 
The Society is still operating in red ink but slowly improving. The Technical Symposium will again be 
in September in Orlando Florida. Chapter dues rebates owed are $420,250 but are on the decline. 
Travel stipends will be available to delegates to the convention who attend all three of the business 
sessions. 
 
ASPE Convention 2012: In a move to cut cost the board of directors voted to do away with the 
wearing of tuxedos at the convention. The savings will help cover the cost of the Sunday night 
reception. No games on the convention floor, however hourly prizes will remain on the convention 
floor. A Charlotte foundry plant tour will be a part of the education program at convention. An 
Electronic Package Tool Kit for convention promotion “Justification Tool Kit”. There will be no hard 
copy handouts, the educational handouts will be on thumb drives/SDHC Cards/Flash Drives. 
Convention Dates October 29, 30 and 31rst. Convention Delegate Packages will be sent after July 
15, 2012 by the Society. 
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ASPE Region II President’s Meeting Highlights 
continued… 

 
Discussions were held on the following subjects that you will hear about at future meetings and in the 
chapter Newsletter. How best to attract young designers to our meetings using modern technology 
(RIVIT & BIM). Encourage manufacturers to sponsor young engineers, designers to attend 
conventions and symposiums. Encourage the younger engineers, designers to get involved in codes 
and standards. Promote the use of Webinars as a means for continued education. 
 
Discussions continued on the following subjects; 
 

1. A proposed logo change 
2. Review of the proposed by-law changes  & membership clarification 
3. Barry Pines appointment to the ASPE code committee, the next ICC meeting in Portland, 

Oregon, just prior to Convention 
4. Region II:  9 out, 10 chapters received merit awards. largest collection of members in 

Society  
5. Loss of CPD if recertification lapse for 2 cycle’s - a need to re-test 
6. “Final Notice” on membership – use email/ use email to get notice! 
7. VP Technical reports must be filled out and returned to Society (right after each meeting). 
8. Eliminate annual pins and go to five year interval pins 

 
John Nussbaum talked about Recognition; those members who might make good prospects to 
mentor for chapter positions on the board and or committees.                                                                                           
Time; do they have the time and are they willing to give of themselves to further the aims and goals of 
the chapter.   
                                                                                                                                                           
Dedication – willing to commit to continue making the American Society of Plumbing Engineers 
(ASPE) the professional society most likely to help further their personal careers and that of the 
chapter to which they belong. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: September 2012 
Where did the summer go? Actually even though it was the hottest summer on 
record it was pretty good, a lot of fun with the sun and a little golf. It is now time to 
get back to ASPE business. The board was very hard at work planning a great 
line up of topics that will not only be informative but interesting to experience.  
 
We start our season with a session on “Boiler Basics” and conclude with a 
session on Water Expansion and the devices necessary to accommodate it 
safely. The boiler basics will cover all the things one may need to know on their 

differences. It will also cover the category venting and the appropriate materials. 
 
The other topics include ”Domestic Hot Water Systems and Design”, “Piping and Critical 
Components”, “Backflow Prevention”, “Legionella” and “Water Reuse Systems”. There will be early 
classes prior to dinner too! These sessions will cover the basic Data Book topics such as Sanitary 
Design, Domestic Water Calculations, Storm Drainage and Natural Gas Design, just to name a few. 
Good stuff, and there will be plenty of seats and a great reason to be an ASPE member.  
 
Our ASPE National Convention is here (October) and is coupled with a great technical program. I 
suggest that you go online to check out the classes. The location is in Charlotte, NC. A great place to 
visit and at the same time a great way to experience what ASPE is all about. Oh there’s great golf 
too! 
 
We are adding a new slot of training this season. It is no secret that manual drafting is a thing of the 
past. The evolution of CAD has taken us into the 21st Century and continues to develop. We featured 
a session last year on AutoCAD MEP and REVIT. It seems that the program of 
choice is REVIT and so, to help out our members with their day to day design 
eff orts, we have decided to conduct 30 minute sessions on REVIT tips. The 
sessions will be live and delivered by a seasoned specialist on the use of this 
medium of drafting. This will come directly after our terrific dinner by Ginny. 
 
I have decided to continue to feature our Michigan Engineering talent and the 
pioneers that made us great. This month brings us the firm of Peter Basso 
Associates, Troy. Allow me to introduce Peter J. Basso, PE. FASHRAE 
Chairman Peter Basso Associates, Inc. Peter began his engineering career in  
1953, working part-time for Thomas J. Black Associates, Consulting Engineers, 
while still a student Cass Technical School in Detroit. He continued there as a 
part-time and co-op employee until graduating Cum Laude in 1959, from the 
University of Detroit with a Bachelors Degree in Mechanical Engineering.  
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After training in the U.S. Army’s Critical Skills Program, followed by engineering positions at several 
firms, Pete became a principal partner at Hoyem, Basso & Adams, an MEP firm, in 1965. The firm 
evolved into a full service A/E firm that was subsequently acquired by Giffels Associates in 1982. The 
name became Giffels/Hoyem/Basso.  
 
In 1990, in an ambitious move, Pete left the Giffels umbrella and founded Pete Basso Associates 
(PBA), with a focus on providing high quality, innovative engineering services fir highly technical 
facilities. Many of the key members who joined PBA in its early stages are still with the firm today. 
PBA has developed into a full service MEP firm – the largest in Michigan, with a staff of 83, providing 
Mechanical, Electrical, and Energy Management, LEED®, Communication Technologies, Agricultural 
Lighting Design and Commissioning services. In 2002, PBA became 100% employee-owned.  
 
Pete has played key roles in many challenging and innovative projects, including the following: 
Central Energy Plant for Chrysler Technology Center (Auburn Hills): This central energy plant serves 
a major corporate technology center which had a construction cost of over $1 Billion. The chilled 
water system design included high temperature differential, stratified chilled water storage tanks and 
a waterside economizer. The heating system included medium temperature hot water boilers and 
incorporated a design temperature differential of 100°F. Significant savings in the cost of the chilled 
water and hot water piping systems, as well as substantial savings in pumping energy were realized. 
Compuware Headquarters Building (Detroit): This was a one million square foot high rise corporate 
headquarters building that incorporated numerous energy conservation, comfort and flexibility 
features, including Cold Air Systems and Underfloor Air Distribution, which together provided 
significant first cost and fan energy savings.  
 
Pete received a First Place ASHRAE Technology Award in 1997 for the Medical Sciences Research 
Building III at the University of Michigan, and was elected an ASHRAE Fellow in that same year. Pete 
has been a member of American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers, 
Past President, Detroit Chapter; the Engineering Society of Detroit; the Michigan Society of 
Professional Engineers and the National Society of Professional Engineers. 
 
He has also become a speaker at various technical conferences and has had a number of articles 
published. 
 
PBA is headquartered in Troy, Michigan, has a satellite office in Ann Arbor, and has operations in 
Phoenix and Las Vegas.  
 
Now all I can say is, that is Michigan pride. This is your chapter get involved! 
 
Your President, 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
 
September Program: Joe Hernandez, CPD - “Boiler Basics 101 – Category Venting” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



448 | P a g e  

September 2012 
 
 

Past President Report 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
Contractors, Design Professionals and Installers by now you have seen the ASPE, 
ASSE 2012/2013 monthly educational program offerings. The education committee 
listened to you when selecting these sought after programs, at the same time 
considering updated Code and Standards required when designing, bidding or 
installing Plumbing and Mechanical Systems in Hospitals, Healthcare Facilities, 

Industrial and Commercial Buildings, Schools and Institutional Complexes. Care was taken when 
reaching out to secure persons who best could teach these classes and at the same time provide you 
with “8 1/2 x 11” PowerPoint Slide handouts of their presentations that may be useful back at your 
offices. 
 
EPA’s new boiler rules are Federal and being compliant will be explained in detail by James A. 
Ostrowski from the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality. Design Professionals, 
Contractors, Building Owners and their Boiler Operators should plan on attending. 
 
NFPA-99 - The new Health Care Facilities Code is expected to be adopted in Michigan later this year 
or early in 2013. Mark Allen will be going over the changes in Medical Gas and Vacuum Systems 
requirements from the 2005 to 2012 Edition. Those that should attend include, Design Professionals, 
Hospital Engineers, Contractors and their personnel who are certified to install Medical Gas and 
Vacuum Systems. Those who attend will receive a Continuing Education Publication dealing with the 
changes. 
 
New ASHRE Standard 188P & Guideline 12 cover Legionella Control in building water systems. This 
program will cover how to comply in the design of hot water systems to minimize the growth and 
incubation of Legionella Bacteria. Ronald L. George & Edward Lyczko who were on the ASHRE 188P 
committee will be the presenters. Who should attend? Design Professionals, Contractors and 
Hospital Engineers. 
 
Piping and Critical Components will be taught by Ronald George. This should be of interest to 
everyone from the designer to installer and building engineer who must maintain these plumbing & 
mechanical systems. Water Re-Use Systems & Utilization - Practical Design and Implementation will 
be presented by Michael Gauthier. Thermal & Hydronic Expansion Tank Solutions is being taught by 
Ken Rutherford. 
 
Early ASPE Handbook Classes include Sanitary Design, Domestic Water/ Booster Calculations, 
Storm Drainage Design and Natural Gas Design which will be handled by Joe Hernandez. Revit Tool 
Tips - 5:30 PM until 6:00 PM will be handled by Pam Hartsell. 
 
It is suggested anyone who will be considering taking the CPD exam attend the early classes as well 
as the 6:00 to 8:00 technical classes. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: October 2012 
I love the fall, the football, apple cider, tree colors and the cool brisk days. Last 
month we had programs that featured REVIT and Boiler Basics. Our planning 
committee met several times over the summer to get this year’s program finalized 
and put in place. 
 
We asked the basic question of how we can best serve our membership and the 
answer was simple. Provide a program that will assist them in their day to day 
design activities. The Boiler Basics idea came about because the State is 

planning to roll out the Boiler Code Rules and so the topic for last month was a prelude to this rollout. 
The REVIT session was on placement of a typical boiler and how to populate the 3-D model with 
valves and such. 
 
This month we are welcoming back a familiar face, Mr. Ron George, CPD. Our subject will be on the 
principles of Domestic Hot Water Design. Ron is a very skilled presenter and this topic is old hat for 
him. He will be covering system design and hot water return. I think it’s always good to review and in 
some cases learn a new approach to an important subject that can easily be misunderstood. Our 
REVIT session will reflect Ron’s presentation on Domestic Hot Water Design. I should mention that 
the REVIT session will always be directly related to the topic being presented that evening, good stuff 
and Pam does a masterful job. 
 
The fall brings an ASPE National Convention every two years. This time the location is in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. We have 4 delegates attending, myself; John Nussbaum; Pam Hartsell of SES, Inc.; 
and Bill Grayzar of DiClementi Segal Design. Our Affiliate Liaison, Dann Holmes is also attending. 
There is more to the Convention than just Society business, such as, a solid line of technical classes. 
If you’re interested, I recommend that you go on to the ASPE web site for additional information.  
 
The planning committee has also set up a roster of pre-dinner sessions starting this month with 
George Johnston of Johnston-Balfrey on the Navien Condensing Water Heater. These are the 
instantaneous type and are great energy savers. His program begins at 4:00 PM. November’s topic is 
Sanitary Design. 
 
If you think you missed out on the Design Book sales, don’t fret, they are still available and John 
Nussbaum will be more than happy to fill your shopping cart. There is a page in this newsletter to 
help you with your selection.  
 
One final note, we are going to have a CPD refresher course again and it will be similar to last year, 
at the same location, MCA Detroit on 8 Mile. Our chapter turns 37 years old this year and is still going 
strong. If you like what we are doing, we thank you. If you have ideas for improvement, give us a call 
or better still, get involved. It’s your chapter. 
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Your President, 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
 
October Program  
Domestic Hot Water Systems 
 
This design class will discuss how to design water heaters, mixing valves, and circulating pumps, to 
work in harmony to provide safe energy efficient hot water Systems. 
 
Ron George is the president of Plumb-Tech Design & consulting Services LLC and oversees all 
operations, as well as, all design and consulting Projects. Mr. George is very familiar with plumbing 
and mechanical codes and standards and sits on numerous plumbing& mechanical codes and 
standards committees He has over 32 years of experience designing plumbing & mechanical systems 
for several major architectural, engineering, and design & construction firms. 
 

Past President Report 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
Past President’s Report & Comments 
 
To all Contractors, Plumbing Design Professionals and Licensed Master& Journey 
Plumbers, the Plumbing Code & Development Committee 
of Southeastern Michigan is in need of a person or persons who are knowledgeable 

in the plumbing code and who have a desire to participate in the promulgation of plumbing code 
language. This committee began when I realized the need of contractor participation at the national 
level; it was when I became the executive director of PHCCASM in 1986. In 1987 I was able to meet 
and convince the director of BOCA International, today known as the International Code Council 
(ICC), to place a PHCCASM contractor on their Plumbing Committee. Dave Sechlin from Detroit 
Mechanical was our first of many contractors to be appointed, the rest is history. I was able to 
establish this Code Committee with the approval of the PHCCASM Board 
of Directors. 
 
Change came in 1998 when it became necessary for the committee to become a separate entity and 
self-sufficiently funded in order to subsidize sending representatives to the national code hearings. A 
set of bylaws were written and the “Code Study & Development Group of Southeastern Michigan” 
was officially established. This committee is a plumbing industry consensus committee. Funding is 
made possible by selling code books and solicitation from other plumbing industry organizations. 
 
Code changes may be written by any individual, group, organization or business entity that wishes to 
do so, and may have them reviewed before being sent on to the ICC for their consideration. The 
Code Committee checks for compliance to the ICC rules and may endorse the change or suggest a 
modification to the change. Code change meetings may be requested by any member or group 
wishing to do so. The Code Study & Development Group of Southeastern Michigan (CSDGSM) is 
open to all persons in the plumbing industry having an interest in the promulgation of the ICC Codes 
specifically the IPC, IRPC and IPSD or the State of Michigan version of these codes. Meetings occur 
when the ICC monograph of proposed code changes is made available to the membership, prior to 
the national code hearings. At this time the CSDGSM meets to discuss the proposed changes in 
order to determine how the CSDGM representatives to the hearings support, move to modify or 
oppose the change and in some cases abstain. 
 
 
 



451 | P a g e  

October 2012 
 
What would be expected of you should you wish to participate? You would be expected to attend the 
CSDGM meetings dealing with the ICC monograph of proposed code changes which take place once 
every couple of years, attend and give testimony at the ICC hearings IPC, IRPC, IPSD with other 
members of our committee in attendance and go along with the consensus reached by the CSDGM. 
Doing this gives you exposure to possibly be appointed to one of the mentioned committees. We are 
proud of the 25 years we have been part of the code development process. I encourage you younger 
plumbing industry people to become involved, there is satisfaction in knowing you are contributing to 
the well- being of the industry you have chosen to earn your living in, as well as the health and safety 
of the community you work in. CSDGM is the only Plumbing Industry consensus group that 
participates at the ICC national hearings and is highly respected. Others who participate are building 
officials, plumbing and mechanical inspectors, plumbing design professionals as well as 
manufacturers of plumbing products and equipment. For further information you may reach me at 
MCA-Detroit 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: October 2012 
It has been close to ten years since I attended an ASPE national convention. This 
particular convention was in Charlotte, North Carolina, a beautiful city and 
wonderful state, to say the least. The conventioneers were received with open 
arms and treated like royalty. I had a great time and came home with a reaffirmed 
opinion that ASPE is truly an organization that will take plumbing engineering into 
the 21st century. The Society is looking to encourage the young engineer to get 
involved by offering programs that will simplify their day to day design issues that 
includes design, LEED (Green Plumbing) and 3-D modeling. There is too much to 

mention, and I highly suggest that one visit the ASPE Society’s web site and see what is new. Go to 
www.ASPE.org and take a ride into the future. 
 
I have to say I was not really a NASCAR fan, but what I saw and experienced the NASCAR Hall of 
Fame and Museum, WOW! It was just amazing. We were given a keynote address by Kyle Petty and 
his stories on the track and off the track brought a few smiles and in some cases a few tears. His 
movement to philanthropy, largely due to the loss of his son Adam at the age of 19, was the focus of 
his address. He set up a healthcare children’s camp for the ill free of charge and referred to it as the 
“Bodyshop”. His address was truly moving and made all feel blessed. 
 
The Society implemented a “Fellowship Award” to recognize the iconic individuals that contribute to 
the plumbing engineering industry. The Eastern Michigan Chapter was honored by ASPE inducting 
Mr. John Nussbaum into the College of Fellows. He has been a standout for many years, by not only 
serving as Eastern Michigan’s Chapter President of 6 years but also serving as a continuous officer of 
Michigan’s Chapter of the ASSE. A standing ovation is in order on a well deserved 
acknowledgement. 
 
The last month’s meeting on Hot Water Design presented by Ron George was very interesting and a 
follow up on a Legionella is forthcoming. There were many interesting points brought out, such as 
selecting the correct mixing valves. It’s topics like this that never seem to lose their importance and 
the attention to the caution that must be taken during the design process. In one word, “scalding”. Be 
sure to use the appropriate ASSE code required mixing valves.  
 
This month on November 20th we bring Mr. James Ostrowski from the EPA to give us a briefing on 
the new boiler codes. If you are actively involved in the designer role, installer or an inspector, I highly 
recommend that you attend this meeting and let us not forget our manufacturer’s representatives. It’s 
a super way of catching the latest codes on boilers and enjoy a great dinner in the process. 

 
 
 



453 | P a g e  

November 2012 
 
Our early session will be on Sanitary Design and it will be presented by myself, Joe Hernandez, CPD. 
This design session will start at 4:00 PM, with dinner, a short snip-it on REDDIT by Pam Hartsell and 
the evening program to follow. 
 
To our college students, if you are a Junior or higher and are enrolled in an accredited university or 
college and taking engineering courses directly related to plumbing (fluids), a scholarship is available. 
Please contact John Nussbaum, FASSE, FASPE. The scholarship is the John E. Mathews 
Scholarship and is awarded in January. 
 
Happy Thanksgiving to all! 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
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Past President Report 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
What and where is your future in construction? Whether you are a plumbing company, mechanical 
company, design & engineering firm or contracting business, whether you're organization is large or 
small, are you taking full advantage of the educational opportunities available to you and your 
employees to stay ahead of your competition and better serve the buyer of your services? 
 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE) and the 
American Society of Sanitary Engineering (ASSE) together provide monthly educational meetings to 
keep you up to date and informed on the latest Codes, Standards, Materials, Equipment and Piping 
Design Technology available in the Plumbing & Mechanical Industry. Through our national affiliates 
we provide you the best, most currently available learning materials used in the Plumbing & 
Mechanical Industry consisting of engineering & design manuals, code books and standards (ICC, 
State of Michigan, NFPA, ASSE) along with tools used, such as calculators, hand book of tables and 
dictionary’s to name a few of what is available. If your future is in design build construction, staying 
informed and up to date is paramount to your success in being competitive and profitable. Through 
your participation and suggestions, we are providing the programing you are asking for. Whether, 
owner, designer, superintendent, foreman or installing journeymen there is something to be gained by 
attending these monthly meetings. 
 
Membership benefits in ASPE, ASSE, ASHRAE and MBPA are many, the monthly dinner meetings 
are free as are news- letters and publications (ASSE Plumbing Standards, Drinking Water-Backflow 
Prevention, Plumbing Engineer Magazine an ASPE Publication just to name a few). Members have 
access to ASPE-PEDH chapters, publications and educational program discounts. A biennial 
Plumbing Design Technical Symposium every other year. A biennial Convention and Engineered 
Plumbing Exposition (even year) that can earn you CEU’s, professional certifications and 
recertification opportunities. ASPE members can apply for the Alfred Steele Scholarship Program. 
ASSE Michigan chapter offers funding through the John E Matthews Scholarship program while the 
ASSE National Scholarship Program will also help students in need of funding to get them through 
school. The Plumbing & Mechanical portion of the construction industry is in dire need for attracting 
talented people to prepare for the shortage facing the construction industry due to attrition and lack of 
students applying to become design professionals. Meanwhile, Automotive, Electrical, Computer 
Science, Civil and Chemical Engineering as well as health care Prosthetic Rehabilitation Engineering 
is drawing students. It is up to those of us who want an educated and talented construction industry 
to find, recruit and encourage our younger people to go to college and take courses to further their 
education in Plumbing & Mechanical Engineering. Our apprentice schools are a good place to start, 
the UA promotes the following degrees, Associate, Bachelor, Master and Doctoral. Apprentices may 
take College courses online or at night at a community college. After licensing those who want to 
move on who have the talent and desire should be encouraged to do so while working for our design 
build contractors and A&E firms. Who better to do the recruiting than the Licensed Journey or Master 
Plumbers who have been through our apprentice program and already are proficient in plumbing 
codes, mechanical drawing and earned 32-38 credit hours with an associate degree in applied 
science’s. Some Colleges / Universities recognize these 32-38 credit hours. It is a proven fact that 
those who went to work in A&E firms from the trades make better plumbing design employees than 
draftsmen do. In closing, those of our contractors or their employees who are ASPE members after 
attending the monthly meetings recognized it was well worth becoming Certified Plumbing Designers 
(CPD’S). The Plumbing and Mechanical Industry is better off because of ASPE, ASHRAE, SMSHE, 
ASSE, and other like Associations. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: December 2012 
Well the Holidays are here and Black Friday is well behind us. Got your shopping 
done or are you a last minute person? Either way, this time of year is the best with 
family, friends and food, need I say more? Just take time to enjoy it all. Last 
month’s program brought Michigan’s EPA specialist on the latest boiler code 
updates and I want to extend a thank you to James Ostrowski for his insightful 
and informative presentation. The evening program was sponsored by Quality 
Water & Air, Inc., R.L. Deppmann and Major-Lozuaway Associates. 
 

The December program will bring Ron George back for a presentation on Piping System and 
Components. If you ever wondered if you had all devices shown on your details and in their 
appropriate locations then you should really attend this session, Date Tuesday, December 11, 1012, 
starting at 5 PM. 
 
During our summer planning session we made the decision to have several non-general membership 
workshops. There is to be one on Medical Gas Design and one on the CPD examination. The 
medical gas workshop is scheduled to have two sessions, one in February and one in March. There 
is a flyer in this newsletter for the information. If you are wondering who should attend the Med Gas 
Workshop, I would say anyone who is actively engaged in the design of such a system. In fact, the 
younger designer/engineers should attend who want to have a hands-on approach to how these 
systems should be designed and communicated on your design drawings. 
 
The CPD examination review is to be held on two successive Saturdays, March 16th and 23rd. We 
had several successful candidates who attended the CPD workshop last year and later sat for the 
exam and are now recognized CPDs. 
 
Did you know that the ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter is now an affiliate of the ESD? Well we are 
and so are you if you are a member in good standing. An example, did you know that because the 
ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter is full member, you as a member of the Eastern Michigan Chapter 
can get a discount on insurance, including life, home, auto and much more. If you would like to get a 
rundown of the benefits go to www.esd.org and see all the goodness. 
John Nussbaum is still bundling the design and data books for sale. When you see him at the chapter 
meetings just ask him what is available and I’m sure he will be happy to give you a rundown. Hey, if 
we survive December 21, 2012, the winter and spring programs are surely to be ones you will not 
want to miss. The tour of the Rain Water Harvesting system, hosted by Cindy Zatto of VE Sales, Inc., 
is just one example. There is a program flyer on our website for your calendar posting so as not to 
miss a single one.  
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On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE I want to take this time 
to wish all a wonderful “Season’s Greeting” and a happy and prosperous New Year. 
 
Your President, 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
 
December Program                                                                                                                                                                             
Piping and Critical Components 
 
This discussion will cover piping and Critical Components required for good piping systems. This will 
include Pipe Materials, Joining Methods, Clearance requirements Sleeves, expansion loops, valves, 
strainers pressure gauges, etc. This session will cover the recommended piping, valves and Critical 
Components required for various pieces of equipment in order for the building engineer or 
maintenance personnel to be able to diagnose and maintain a system. Ron George is the president 
of Plum Tech Design & Consulting Services LLC and oversees all operations and oversees all design 
and consulting projects. He has over 32 years of experience designing plumbing and mechanical 
systems. 
 
Past Presidents Report: 
John R. Nussbaum IPP, FASSE/ASPE 
 
What is new with ASPE/ ASSE since their annual meetings have ended and how they may or may 
not affect you in the operations of your day to day business? Bill Grayzar did a yeoman’s job of 
covering the ASPE annual meeting in his VP Legislative column in the November ASPE/ASSE 
Newsletter believe me it is well worth the time to read it. You may locate it on the ASPE Eastern 
Michigan chapter website and or MCA Detroit website.  
 
I would add that I sat in on two very important medical gas programs that are extremely important to 
those of you who work in that field. The first was presented by Richard Miller, CMGV he is president 
of Medical Gas Training and Consulting LLC and founder of Medical Gas Technology Inc. His first 
presentation of a two part discussion identified the importance of an entire system meeting the 
minimum criteria in NFPA 99. His presentation was for the designer, installer, inspector and most 
important the verifier. Meeting the owner’s desires while navigating code requirements. His second 
session focused on common errors found during the inspection / verification process and avoiding 
them. Necessary recommended tools ASSE series 6000 PQS, AIA Guidelines for Hospital 
Construction, NFPA 55 Bulk Gasses and Beacon–Medaes Design Guide. The New ANSI ASSE 
Series 6000 may be ordered through calling me at MCA Detroit to order one. I May have some 
available at February 19th ASPE meeting “NFPA-99 Health Care Facilities Code”. 
 
Dann Holmes joined with me to attend a three part Medical Gas Session put on by Mark Allen. 
Mark Allen has been involved in the medical gas industry since 1978 and now is the Marketing 
Director with Beacon Medaes. He has been involved in virtually all aspects of medical gas work, 
including regulatory, testing and verification, marketing and product development. He is an active 
member of the NFPA Technical Committee on Medical Gas and Vacuum Systems, the same  
applies to CSA, and the U.S. Technical Advisory Group to ISO. Mark has been honored and 
recognized by MGPHO as a special expert. We are fortunate to have Mark on February 19th 2013 for 
a presentation on dealing with the new “NFPA 99 Healthcare Facilities Codes”. You will not want to 
miss the very usable hand-outs you will walk away with. On February 20th he will be putting on an all-
day Training Seminar how to use the “Med Gas Design Guide” publication you will receive. This is an 
extended hands-on event that Dann and I attended at the ASPE convention. This training seminar is 
limited to the first 30 people to respond with the competed registration form. Upon receiving these 
registration forms the will be date stamped and you will be notified of acceptance and the date. If a  
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second date is necessary, it will take place on March 20th 2013 the day after the ASPE Legionella 
program by Ron George and Ed Lyczko from ASSE.  
 
ASSE 2012 Annual Meeting took place in the City of Brotherly Love Philadelphia PA. I was expecting 
a highly contentious meeting regarding the buyout agreement of ASSE by IAPMO making ASSE a 
chapter of IAPMO. The meeting was orderly and well organized and orchestrated, members from 
both sides of the issue each was given three minutes to voice their concerns after explanations by the 
ASSE leadership and Russ Chaney from IAPMO explained to those in attendance the why and how it 
all came about. The floor was then opened to the members for their input, comments and questions. 
Though 9 or more past international presidents were present only three spoke up on the issue. The 
one question that was asked about concerned some miss information that had been a legitimate 
concern as to where ASSE had originally been incorporated, Washington D.C. or the State of Ohio. 
This was answered by the ASSE Attorney. She also had given details regarding keeping the ASSE 
bylaws which was made part of the agreement with safeguards built in to keep ASSE running as a 
chapter as stated. That seemed to have satisfied the attendees. A vote was the taken and after the 
count was tallied out of about 90 plus persons in attendance only 12 negative votes were cast. 
 
Paul Baker from the Plumbing Industry Training Center was elected and now serves on the ASSE 
board of directors as the region 4 director. Michigan Members in attendance were Paul Baker, Paul 
Bladdick, Esteban Cabello, Ron George, Dann Holmes, Matt Kapcia, Mike Lueck, John Nussbaum, 
and Barry Pines. ASSE Scholarship Money was awarded to Esteban’s 2 sons and Paul Baker’s son 
David. If you have children or grandchildren, there is a good reason to belong to ASSE, ASPE, 
ASHRAE and ABPA they all have scholarship money for educational needs.  
 
ASSE Alert: Standard Updates as of November 16, 2012. 
ERRATA SHEET for ASSE Standard #1016-2011/ASME A112-1016-2011/CSA 
B125.16-11 ANSI approved July 2011 Performance Requirements for Automatic compensating 
Valves for Individual Showers and Tub/Shower-Combinations. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: December 2012 
Allow me to wish you all a very happy and prosperous New Year . 2013 is going 
to bring a lot of great programs that will not only provide a wealth of information 
but a wonderful dinner too! Yes Ginny is fine and her little fall will not keep her 
from feeding us. She is one tough lady! God bless her! 
 
The year 2013 will kick off with a presentation on Backflow Prevention. Our 
speaker will be Gunnar Collins and he will speak on the design and installation of 
Fire Sprinkler Systems requiring backflow prevention devices including detector 

checks, proper fire pump sizing and valving to allow periodic testing and the maintenance of Fire 
Systems. Our January meeting is on Tuesday the 15th, so bring your notebooks and questions. The 
remainder of the year will bring such subjects as NFPA 99, Healthcare Facilities Code, and the new 
ASHRAE 188P & Guideline 12 on Legionella, Water Reuse Systems and a Tour and finally Thermal 
Expansion Devices and Design. Not a chance of getting bored with this lineup!! 
 
In this newsletter you’ll find a flyer on the Medical Gas Design workshop coming up in February and 
then again in March. The workshop will be on designing, building and operating a medical gas 
system. The course will include a design handbook. The flyer will answer any and all questions you 
have in regards to this program.  
 
I want to bring to your attention an AE firm that is nestled in the community of Southfield. Once again, 
I want to show you the talent we have here in Southeastern Michigan. DiClemente Siegel Design 
(DSD) is a full-service design firm providing Architecture, Mechanical Engineering, Electrical 
Engineering and Information Technology Design. DSD’s success to date is based on more than 40 
years of design experience, long-standing client relationships, and an uncompromising stance of 
offering superior service.  
 
Gino DiClemente came to the Detroit area from Italy in his early 20s with very little – his first job was 
setting up bowling pins for $3 a night! But his drive to succeed was intense and he earned his 
engineering degree at night while working. He opened DiClemente Engineering in 1967. DiClemente 
Siegel Engineering, Inc. (DSEI) was formed in 1969 as a result of the merger of DiClemente 
Engineering Inc. with Ed Siegel’s engineering firm. In 1983, DSEI opened a branch office in Burton, 
Michigan to oversee design work for the General  Motors Buick facility in Flint. This Burton office 
continues to serve DSD’s long standing clients in the flint area today. 

 
Gunnar Birkerts Associates, an architectural firm with a worldwide reputation, merged architectural 
services with DiClemente Siegel Engineering in 1996, allowing the company to offer  
comprehensive architecture and engineering services to clients. That same year, Ford Motor 
Company recognized DiClemente Siegel Engineering as a preferred supplier with Q1 status, 
acknowledging DSD’s continued commitment to quality service. In 1997, the company changed its 
name to its current name of DiClemente Siegel Design Inc. (DSD) and, two years later gained ISO  
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9001 Registration of its Quality System. In 2000, DSD expanded again through the merger of Steele 
Engineering Associates which increased even further the engineering depth and experience of the 
company and gave further access to additional market segments. Mr. Ralph Steele became Senior 
Vice President for DiClemente Siegel Design Inc. 
 
The firm’s main clients from its inception in 1969 were Ford Motor Company and General Motors. 
While DSD continues to serve these automotive clients today, DSD is also proud to have added 
clients across many diverse market segments: K-12 schools, colleges/universities, research and 
laboratory facilities, industrial facilities, hospital and medical centers, federal, state and local 
governments, corporations, religious facilities, recreational facilities a d site infrastructure clientele. 
DSD also offers many specialized services, including pipe flow modeling, arc flash documentation 
and labeling, GIS programming services, and Building Information Modeling (BIM). DSD is a member 
of the U.S.Green Building Council (USGBC) and currently has numerous LEED Accredited 
Professionals on our staff.  
 
In 1990, Louis Trama joined DSD and remains today as the President and CEO, overseeing a staff of 
55 employees who are driven by the desire to exceed client expectations and attain long-term client 
relationships. Gino DiClemente remains active with mentoring staff and reviewing projects, drawing 
upon his years of experience. Lou Trama notes that “We have earned the trust of our clients by doing 
what we say we will do. In more than one instance we have moved a project to success through our 
tenacity and willingness to re-engineer. Our clients know we won’t walk away from tough challenges.” 
 
My friends, we are always looking to improve our program, it comes from the desire to bring the best 
we can to our membership. One example of this is our alignment with the ESD and I highly 
recommend that you review their benefits because you as a member are eligible for them. We are 
also looking to partner with ASHRAE on future programs. Got some ideas, drop us a note and we will 
act on it. “Happy New Year” 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
 
January Program                                                                                                                                                          
Backflow Prevention for Fire Sprinkler Systems - Design and Instillation  
Gunner Collins possesses an Illinois State Plumbing License and has carried an active Inspectors 
License for the past 20 years. He has worked in the family owned business for over 21 years. He also 
carries an ASSE Certification for Cross Connection Control Survey. Gunner is proficient in advanced 
3D Auto Cad and teaches an advanced cross connection course. He is an approved State of Illinois 
continuing education instructor. 
 
The Design and Instillation of Fire Sprinkler Systems require backflow prevention devices including 
detector checks, and proper fire pump sizing and valving to allow periodic testing and maintenance of 
Fire Systems. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: February 2013 
Greetings, I hope your New Year is progressing well, Allow me to ask a question 
did you make a New Year resolution? Maybe to get into shape & lose those pesky 
pounds that were put on during the holidays? Have you kept it? This is just one 
promise we make to ourselves that is never kept, right? Well let’s say that you 
made a resolution to do a bit of personal development and I’m not talking about 
those abs, I mean professional development. The Eastern Michigan Chapter of 
ASPE is the place to be, in as much that, we have several programs that will allow 
doing exactly that, to develop professionally. 

 
First let me say, last month we kicked off the New Year with an excellent program on backflow 
prevention as found in Fire Protection Systems. Our speaker was Gunnar Collins and if you like 
audience participation, you should have been there. Not only was he entertaining but the information 
was up to date based on the latest codes and his delivery was poignant. Our evening sponsors were 
Dave Watson and V.E. Sales. Thank you for your generosity! Oh, Ginny was back and she is doing 
just fine, she is a tough lady! 
 
Let’s get back to those PDs, our February program will stocked with opportunities to handle the New 
Year resolutions. February 19th will cover the NFPA 99 Healthcare Facility Code. A seminar on 
design is planned and there is a flyer in this Newsletter to register for this all important program.  
 
On February 26 and 28 there will be a workshop on the theory, design, practice and installation of a 
Steam. This will be a total of 8 hours of everything you wanted to know about steam but were afraid 
to ask. A Flyer will be out shortly covering the registration and particulars. 
 
Our sister-organization, Detroit ASHRAE is teaming up with the Eastern Michigan Chapter to have a 
combined meeting in March for a presentation on the New ASHRAE Standard 188P and Guideline 
12, covering Legionella bacteria. Our presenter for this event is Ron George, CPD. 
 
Also, in March there will be two review sessions for those planning to sit for the CPD exam. A flyer is 
available for this clinic.  
 
It is comprised of (2) half-day sessions and a review of all topics covered in the exam. The clinic will 
be given by me, Joe Hernandez, CPD. 

 
If you would like to visit a facility that has implemented and operates a functioning Water Reuse 
System stay tuned to our April meeting because we are in the process of setting up a tour of just  
such a facility. Our very own Cindy Zatto of VE Sales is planning this adventure and it will prove to be 
not only interesting but informative. 
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If you are still looking for ways to handle the 2013 professional development quest, you only need to 
attend the sessions I previously mentioned and you will be off to a great start. Our bundled data 
books are always available and at a tremendous savings, John Nussbaum will be happy to 
accommodate you. We are continually looking for ways to help the design professionals actively 
engaged in plumbing engineering. We always accept recommendations on program topics to bring to 
our membership and suggestions on how to improve. Got something on your mind that needs to be 
aired, just submit an article and it will be reviewed and published. If you would like to get involved to 
make a difference give me a call. 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
 
February Program:                                                                                                                                                                                          
NFPA-99 Health Care Facilities Code 
 
Mark Allan reviews with you of the changes in Medical gas & Vacuum System Requirements from the 
2005 to the 2012 Editions of NFPA 99 Health Care Facilities, Prior to Michigan Adoption – A 
continuing education publication will be distributed to the attendees. Mark Allan,  has been involved in 
medical gas industry since 1978. He started out of college with one of the earliest certification firms 
when “certification” of medical gas systems were gaining credence. After 7 years he transitioned to a 
major manufacturer in 1985. He is now Marketing Director with Beacon Medaes. 
 
Overview of Med Gas System’s starting at 4:00 PM. 
 
 Edward Lyczko began his 5 year plumbing apprenticeship in 1969 with Cleveland UA Plumbers 
Local#55. He recently retired from the Facilities Engineering Department of the1300 bed, 
internationally renowned Cleveland Clinic, where he worked for 35 years (18 yrs. as Plumbing 
Supervisor). Lyczko is a voting member of the NFPA99-2012 HEA-PIP medical gas committee and is 
a national speaker and published author (both nationally and globally) of topics regarding backflow 
prevention and medical gas piping systems and their profound influences on healthcare delivery and 
patient safety. Lyczko a 26 year member of ASSE Northern Ohio chapter serving on several 
committees of the International Society and is an International Past President of ASSE (2002-2003). 
 

Past President Report 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
Are you a member; do you belong, support and/or participate in any of the following 
professional trade associations: MCAA Detroit Branch, American Society of Sanitary 
Engineering (ASSE) Michigan Chapter, American Society of Plumbing Engineers 
(ASPE) Eastern Michigan Chapter, American Backflow Prevention Association and 
(MBPA) Michigan Backflow Prevention Association? If not, you are missing out on 

opportunities that have been known to be conduits to reaching the end user. 

 
MCA Detroit speaks volumes to what it offers to its members in educational opportunities through its 
vast network of speakers and subjects to enhance their member’s business growth. MCA Detroit 
Contractors and Associate members partake and take advantage of programs for job foremen, 
superintendents and office personnel, such as persons responsible for payroll activities. Other MCA 
Detroit activities include but are not limited to, are labor relations, safety committees, code and labor 
management, community events, such as the Eight Mile Boulevard Association Leadership 
Luncheon, which brings important people together from city, county and state government as well as 
large groups including, the Detroit Chamber of Commerce, Detroit Edison, Consumers Power 
Company and the Michigan Consolidated Gas Company. Small and large business people are seen 
here networking with other attendees including, general contractors, design professionals, 
professional engineers and manufacturing companies. 
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ASSE and ASPE chapters hold joint monthly educational dinner meetings sponsored by the 
manufactures that provide tabletop displays of their latest & the greatest products. Their catalogues 
are free and in some instances the manufacturer representatives are ASPE EMC program 
presenters, giving presentations on such topics as, Codes & Standards, Medical Gases, Hydronic Hot 
Water Heating Systems, Steam Heating and/or Industrial & Manufacturing Applications, Pump usage 
including all applications from domestic to commercial and institutional to industrial. At the ASPE 
EMC meetings, held on the third Tuesday of each month, you will be able to network with your peers, 
contractors, design professionals, master and journey plumbers, manufacturers’ representatives, 
inspectors and in some instances the end user/buyer of your services. ASSE of Michigan and ASPE 
of Eastern Michigan also hold half day and full day seminars on related plumbing, mechanical and 
business topics. 
 
MBPA (Michigan Backflow Prevention Association) members are made up of plumbing contractors, 
licensed journey and master plumbers, water purveyors, plumbing and fire protection engineers, 
water department backflow prevention inspectors, health department personnel and plan reviewers; 
all are charged with keeping our potable water safe. MBPA’s spring conference draws well over 100 
attendees from across the state to this annual conference. Backflow tester members bring their test 
gauges to the conference to be checked for proper calibration of and certification. Mid-West 
Instruments does the check and certification. Manufacturers again will provide tabletop displays of the 
various backflow devices and sponsor a continental breakfast and lunch at this all day educational 
offering and conference. Educational offerings consist of technical, Code/Standards ASSE Series 
5000 along with legal and business topics. There is something for everyone. Again, you may be 
networking with representatives of the end users who send their people charged with the 
responsibility of keeping their potable water systems safe. Isn’t it time you belonged? 
 
In summing up all these associations and what they have in common to offer you, you will find they all 
have monthly, by monthly or quarterly publications of great value and access to other free plumbing 
and mechanical industry periodicals. I’ve pointed out the ability to learn and network at the same time 
with your peers, competitors, and end users. It is no surprise that those who belong and participate 
are doing fairly well because of the learning and networking opportunities they have gained through 
becoming members and attending these invaluable meetings. Join now and become part of the 
growing Plumbing and Mechanical Associated Industry. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 2013 
Greeting my fellow March Madness friends, yes it’s that time again, for NCAA 
basketball! But it is not madness here in eastern Michigan, just the opposite, it is 
well organized and boy do we have an agenda! First, let me thank Ed Lycsko and 
Mark Allen for last month’s presentation on Medical Gas Codes and a very 
informative, full-day workshop on Medical Gas Design and Practice. February 
also brought Greg Merlo’s Steam Theory, Design and Practice course. Thanks go 
out to Greg and Robert Magee. We have several people to thank who made 
contributions to the John E. Mathews Scholarship Foundation and the ASPE 

Research Foundation. These donations were collected at the Steam class. Allow me, at this time, to 
thank you for your generosity. I can assure that your contribution is greatly appreciated. If you would 
like information on the John E. Mathews Scholarship Foundation please contact John Nussbaum. For 
the ASPE Research Foundation, go on the ASPE’s website at www.ASPE.org. Thank you again. 
 
Let’s talk about March now, on March 19th we are having a combined ASHRAE and ASPE 
meeting at the Ukrainian Culture Center, 26601 Ryan Rd., Warren, MI, on a topic that touches both 
of the aforementioned engineering organizations, Legionella. This review covers Legionella control in 
building water and how to design hot water systems to minimize the growth and incubation of 
Legionella bacteria. Our presenters are Ron George and Ed Lycsco. There is plenty of room so make 
your reservations soon. Just like in February, the following day (March 20th) there will be a full-day 
session on Medical Gas Design and Practice however, this session will be at the Plumbing Industry 
Training Center in Troy on Ring Drive.  
 
We are having (2) half-day sessions in preparation for those planning to sit for the CPD exam. The 
dates are March 16 and 23 (See page 8). These are morning sessions and a continental breakfast 
will be provided. There is a flyer in this newsletter with the details for attending this course. 
 
Now, allow me to introduce the President of one of the leading geothermal firms 
in Michigan. His name is Steve DiBerardine. He is licensed in the State of 
Michigan as a professional Mechanical Engineer. He graduated from the 
Michigan Technological University in 1991, Cum Laude. He began his career at 
Smith, Hinchman & Grylls now known as Smith Group JJR, a legacy Architectural 
– Engineering firm in Detroit. He was assigned to the healthcare and later moved 
to the industrial group. It was there at Smith Group that he passed part one of his 
PE exam or as it was called back then EIT. 

 
As the work began to slow there came a period where he felt the need to be more challenged and 
began to experience the wisdom and mentoring of Peter Basso. It was through his days at PBA that 
he learned how to handle and orchestrate a consulting engineering firm. At the age of 30 he passed 
his PE exam while still working for PBA. 
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He then decided to seek other opportunities & help build the family business, DiBerardine’s Country 
Smokehouse, in Crabtree, PA. 
 
Then it happened, an opportunity presented itself to provide MEP engineering services to NEXTEL 
Communications. This is how SES (Strategic Energy Solutions) got started. Like all fledging 
companies it started with simple beginnings, in Steve’s (an associate’s) basement and that’s not to 
mention the long hours. From that very basement SES made the jump to Birmingham, sharing the 
office with retired architect, John Loizon. In 1999, SES moved to a larger office on Woodward 
Avenue, in Ferndale. 
 
Now the magic started. An obsolete industrial building was purchased on West Eleven Mile in Berkley 
and was converted into an awesome LEED Gold Certified modern office. That was the beginning of 
the GEO-bug. To date, SES has designed over 50 geothermal systems in its short existence. SES 
Geothermal, LLC, has installed over 30 ground source heat exchangers designed in both house and 
by other firms. The reason Steve became an engineer was to make enough to purchase a Corvette 
and the word is, he is eyeing a 2014 model! To follow are a few of the projects SES has completed. 
 
As for a roster of some of their big projects, they recently wrapped up one of Detroit’s most 
anticipated redevelopment projects—the massive renovation of the historic Broderick Tower, which 
went from being the third-tallest abandoned building in the United States to a premier place to live in 
downtown Detroit (100% of the apartments were leased prior to its grand opening. 
They also worked on the new Mumford High School, a multi-million dollar educational facility to 
replace the former pre-World War II building. The state-of-the-art school, which was designed for 
LEED Silver Certification, serves approximately 1,500 students and functions as a series of smaller 
learning communities. 
 
SES is currently working on another big historic preservation – the renovation of the David Whitney – 
into a new Aloft Hotel, with residential units on upper floors. Construction is occurring for Knapp’s 
Centre, a historic former department store in downtown Lansing, which is being redeveloped into a 
mixed-use facility with retail, food service, office space and residential units.  
Another recent one that they are proud of is the Farmington Hills City Hall Revitalization Project ---it 
transformed a 35,000SF building from the 1950s into a new 64,000SF LEED Gold facility with 
geothermal HVAC (eliminating the facility’s need for natural gas service), solar thermal and solar 
photovoltaic systems, as well as a partially vegetated roof, low-flow fixtures and interactive dashboard 
where visitors can monitor their systems and learn about the building’s energy production and 
consumption. That project received an honorable mention at the 2012 ESD Construction & Design 
Awards. 
 
Mr. DiBerardine, PE, well done! And we wish you and SES continued success. Southeast Michigan, 
do we have talent or what? 
 
We will be on the hunt in April to tour a functioning Water Rescue System. That date is April 16th and 
our speaker will be Mr. Michael Gauthier. The specifics are being worked out, so stay tuned. 
 
We are still the ASPE Book store and with great discounts to members. Check out the flyer in this 
Newsletter and if you have any questions please contact John Nussbaum and he’ll give you the 
rundown on what is available. The March-Madness NCAA tournament is here and all I have to say is 
Go-Green and Go-Blue, wishing both our Michigan Universities much success 
 
Your President, 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
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March Program                                                                                                                                                                                          
New ASHRAE Standard 188P, Guideline 12 
 
This review covers Legionella Control in building water systems and how to design hot water systems 
to minimize the growth and incubation of Legionella Bacteria. 
 
Ronald L. George is the president of Plumb-Tech Design & Consulting Services LIC and oversees all 
operations, design and consulting projects. Mr. George is familiar with plumbing and mechanical 
codes and standards committees. He has over 32 years, experience designing plumbing and 
mechanical systems. 
 
Edward Lyczko began his career in 1969 as a plumbing apprentice with Cleveland UA Plumbers 
Local #55. He recently retired from the Facilities Engineering Department of the Cleveland Clinic 
where he worked for 35 years (18 yrs. as Plumbing Supervisor). Lyczko is a voting member of the 
NFPA 99-2012 HEA-PIP medical gas Committee. Lyczko 26 member of ASSE and is an International 
Past President of ASSE (2002-2003). 
 
Past Presidents Message  
John Nussbaum IPP, FASSE/FASPE 
 
107 People attended the ASSE/ASPE Michigan Chapter’s Annual Meeting & Awards Banquet 
February 2, 2013 at the Shriner’s Silver Garden Event Center Southfield Michigan. Thanks go out to 
our sponsors MCA-Detroit, VE Sales, The Burke Agency, Dave Watson Associates Inc., Diversified 
Spec. Sales Inc. Mid-West Instruments, Performance Engineering, Target Sales, I Am Woman 
Boutique, Balfrey & Johnston Inc., Flo-Guard, JRED Engineering, Plumb Tech and R.L. Deppmann 
Co. 
 
Thanks and gratitude to the Great Lakes Council Boy Scouts of America Troop1677 Southeastern 
Michigan for their participation, the Flag Ceremony presentation of our State and National Colors, 
followed by the Pledge of Allegiance, posting of the Colors and reciting the Scout Oath & Scout Law, 
Scout Sign.  
 
Michigan Chapter President Esteban Cabello went on to introduce our out of town and local guest 
and dignitaries. Jim Kendzel MPH, CAE, CEO of ASPE, International ASSE President Steve Silber, 
Rich Prospal ASSE IPP FASSE and a board member of the World Plumbing Council, Kenneth Kerr 
IPP,FASSE and current ABPA President, Jayson Shank (director of training in Cleveland Ohio & 
President of the Northern Ohio Chapter ASSE), he sat with MCA-Detroit’s Coit Ford, Tom Storey CAE 
also at this table were Lowell Baker (Phillip Randolph Vocational School), Aaron Munoz (Limbach 
Co.). William Griffin Jr. and Richard Fisher Boy Scouts (this group came together to discuss the 
possibility of helping Southeastern Michigan Boy Scouts get their plumbing badge training at the 
Plumbing Industry Training Center). Other dignitaries from Northern Ohio were Edward Lyczko IPP, 
FASSE (member of NFPA 99 & HEA-PIP Medical Gas Committee’s) and Dan Sugrue 1st V.P., Terry 
Tahsler Sec. Treasurer and Pat Sugrue IPP, FASSE from the N. Ohio chapter. N. S. F International, 
Jeremy Brown. Jim Olsztynski (founding editor Plumbing & Mechanical magazine from 1984-2011). 
Michigan Chapter Past Presidents, Paul Baker (ASSE Region 4 Director), John Nussbaum IPP, 
FASSE/FASPE, Barry Pines CPD. From MCA-Detroit Chris Freeman CAE, Tom Storey CAE, Coit 
Cook Ford III, Theresa Green, From MPMCA President Jim Bruner, From MBPA 1st VP Gary Bendes 
& Treasurer Matt Kapcia. 
 
The Attendees listened attentively to Jim Olsztynski who gave the Key Note Address, Jim gave the 
attendees some history of the plumbing and mechanical industry from the days when housing was 
booming to the decline and switch to a commercial, industrial and institutional takeover. He closed 
with what and where we are today giving his opinion of what the future looks like to him for the  
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Plumbing and Mechanical Contracting Businesses. Jim’s Speech may be heard on the Eastern 
Michigan Chapter ASPE Web Site. 
 
ASSE International President Steve Silber Announced that February 1st 2013 ASSE officially became 
a chapter of IAPMO and that ASSE would be moving to Mokena IL in May of 2013. He then gave an 
overview of how the acquisition of ASSE by IAPMO would affect the two organizations and why 
ASSE agreed to the acquisition after months of negotiations between the parties inclusive of ASSE’s 
Attorney. It was apparent to both parties that each could benefit from it. ASSE would have the 
necessary resources to reach out and expand in world markets with its Standard and Seal programs 
with IAPMO providing ASSE ANSI accredited 3rd party inspection and certification of the 
manufacturer’s products & testing facilities required for meeting ASSE/ANSI Standards they are 
tested too. He assured those in attendance that the ASSE bylaws adopted at the annual meeting in 
Philadelphia are the ASSE bylaws voted on by the membership at the business meeting. He 
mentioned he was impressed with the chapter board meeting he attended on Friday February 1st, 
2013. Steve stated that the Michigan Chapter ASSE was a model other ASSE chapters should look 
too and follow. Steve then proceeded to install the re-elected board of directors. 
 
Rich Prospal IPP, FASSE (World Plumbing Council) took a few minutes to report the World Plumbing 
Council has opened up membership to individuals to become members. He also plugged the 10th 
World Plumbing Conference November 14th-15th, 2013 in New Delhi, India. Rich indicated some new 
member could win an all-expense paid trip to the conference. 
      
Award recipients in the order they were presented. Albert Cohen Award awarded to Richard Bressler, 
by Ron George. Larry Burkheiser Award awarded to John Nussbaum IPP, FASSE/FASPE. by Matt 
Kapcia. John E. Matthews Award awarded to Mark Allen, by George Dobrowitsky CPD. Malcolm 
Wallace Award awarded to Colleen Anderson by Mark Fine and the L. Glen Shields Award awarded 
to Dennis Matthews by Esteban Cabello. Award recipients are selected by their peers from each 
represented group with the exception of the L. Glen Shields Award. The recipient of this award is 
selected by the board of directors after recommendations from the plumbing & Mechanical industry 
having been received and the merits of the individuals have been discussed and voted on by the 
board. 
      
John E. Mathews Scholarship Fund:  Michael McMurphy was awarded $1,500 from the John E 
Matthews Scholarship fund toward his plumbing & mechanical education at Lawrence Technological 
University (LTU). He carried a 3.38 grade point average through June 2012. He currently is in his fifth 
year in a Masters of Architectural Engineering (AE) Curriculum Program. He began his plumbing 
career at the age of 16 working part time through high school and while attending Michigan Tech 
University (MTU). Michael decided to pursue a degree in the engineering aspect of plumbing 
systems. He is married and the Murphy’s have three daughters and a son. He is currently employed 
as a mechanical designer at MA Engineering in Birmingham, Michigan. He is a student member of 
ASSE and hopes to become actively involved when he graduates in the spring of 2014 from 
Lawrence Tech University.  
 
John E. Mathews Scholarship Fund Raffle Prize Recipients: Katie Fillinger of NSF won a Kindle Fire, 
Nick Theis won the Apple I Pad II, Paul Finegold won the TV, both of these gentlemen are from 
Baker- Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP.  
 
I must say that I witnessed the attendees doing a lot of networking with each other and more so with 
our guest reinforcing the need to recognizing memberships in associations are important and 
necessary. Association leaders are also aware how important it is to work together with their peers 
from other associations. This once a year banquet and awards evening is what keeps the plumbing 
and mechanical industry vibrant, and willing to work toward solving problems together. Some believe 
that I am that glue keeping you together, no it is all about you who have chosen this route to follow  
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after being shown how well it works when you are willing to participate with your resources and 
attendance. I am looking forward to next year’s gathering at the ASSE/ ASPE Awards Banquet. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: April 2013 
Spring is finally here and the Tigers are on the mound. Let’s hope that it is the 
road to a Championship in the fall. You know what happens in the spring; we get 
rain and lots of it and, there is a facility in Detroit that has decided to make use of 
this rain. Got your curiosity up? We have made arrangements with, well Cindy 
has, WCCC for a tour and also have a presentation on Rain-Water Harvesting. 
 
Our April meeting location is at the WCCC (Wayne County Community College), 
Northwest Campus, at 8200 W. Outer Drive, Detroit MI for a Rain Water Harvest 

System tour and power point presentation on 4/16/13. See below photos on this page and directions 
under NOTICES page 2. Attendees will drive in at main gate entrance with flags (1st photo) and 
follow road around the east side of complex to new dark color building (2nd Photo) on north side of 
complex to parking lot “E” where attendees will see the entrance posted with ASPE meeting sign and 
in addition to speaker, Mike Gauthier, Highland Tank National Sales Manager for Water & ASME tank 
products, we will have Architect, Engineer, Owner and Contractor participation session. This will be a 
catered event so make sure you get those reservations in so that we can get an accurate head count. 
 
In May we are going to conclude our year with a discussion on Thermal expansion. The speaker will 
be a technical representative from Amtrol. That is May 21st and we will be back at the Training 
Center in Troy on Ring Rd. You understand “Have program will travel…” 
 
In June we will have our annual “Planning Session and Workshop” to set the programs for the 2013-
2014 year. We are always looking for suggestion on program topics that will serve the membership. 
Please send your suggestions to me. I will collect them and present them to the PS&W Committee for 
consideration. 
 
Lawrence Technical University is going to become host to a student ASPE Chapter. Thank you to 
Professor Filza Walters, Director of the Architectural-Engineering Division. This will be the second 
Student ASPE Chapter in the country. We are very excited about this and plan on supporting this 
effort in every possible way. Please take the time to read the Past-president’s article for more 
information on the past, present and future endeavors of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE. If 
you would like to see an improvement and feel you can make a difference, get involved it’s your 
chapter. 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
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April Program                                                                                                                                                                           
Water Reuse Systems & Utilization                                                                                                                                     
Practical Design & Implementation 
 
Michael Gauthier: Division Manager Water/Fire/ASME/System Design and sales Manager/Engineer 
Highland Tank & Management Company. The design tools to engineer efficient water reclamation 
systems for non- potable application under the framework of LEED, Rain, grey water, cooling 
condensate & wash water. Design, sizing, storage, filtration/disinfection and transition-potable water 
for utilization in commercial/industrial/institutional reuse applications. 
 
Past Presidents Report  
by John R. Nussbaum IPP, FASSE & ASPE 
 
Plumbing and Mechanical Industry participants, contractors, plumbing designers, engineers, 
manufacturers and tradesmen, the plumbing industry needs you to become active members and 
participate in the major plumbing and mechanical industry associations of ASPE, ASSE, ABPA, 
ASHRE and ASHE. I was a recent guest panelist at an Affiliate Council meeting of the Engineering 
Society of Detroit regarding the need to be in a position to replenish the aging leaders and mentors 
we are losing through attrition and retirement. Lee Iacocca asked and wrote a book on “Where Will 
the Next Generation of Leaders Going to Come From”? There were about thirty people in attendance, 
I asked them to look around, most of them were probably in their sixties or older. This is especially 
true within our own plumbing industry associations where it takes years to develop people being 
capable in continuing to lead and run these associations that we depend on.  
 
Discussion focused around educational opportunities available to Affiliate Society professional 
organizations (e.g. certificate programs, continuing education courses, etc.). The meeting was to 
identify the area of shortages expected, and the key industry sectors we serve, also to identify 
companies, corporations, organizations who will benefit from having a larger pool of trained and 
skilled people to support their needs and the needs of their employing contractors and engineering 
firms. Further discussion revealed that we must reach out to the Junior, Senior high school and 
Community College students of the job opportunities that will be available to them in manufacturing, 
construction and mechanical engineering do to people retiring, death and those who left the State of 
Michigan. It was agreed we spend time and money preaching to ourselves when we should be 
creating pamphlets, trifold advertising aimed at the students with suggested subjects to prepare them 
to pursue these careers and job opportunities. Last but not least we need to reach the councilors and 
get to speak of these opportunities at their educational facilities. 
  
The evening before the Affiliate Council meeting I attended the ASPE/ASHRE combined meeting of 
ninety seven plus attendees. Edward Lyczko IPP, FASSE enlightened them to the 
ASSE/IAPMO/ANSI Series 5000 Cross-Connection Control Professional Qualifications Standards 
5110 Qualification Standard for Testers; Surveyors 5120; Assembly repairers 5130; Fire Sprinkler 
System Cross-Connection Control Testers 5140; Backflow Prevention Program Administrators 5150. 
ASSE/IAPMO/ANSI Professional Qualifications Standard for Medical Gas Systems Personnel 
consisting of Medical Gas System Generalists 6005; Med Gas Systems Installers 6010; Bulk Med 
Gas Systems Installers 6015; Med Gas Systems Inspectors 6020; Medical Gas System Verifiers 
6030; Bulk Med Gas Systems Verifiers 6035; Medical Gas Systems Maintenance Personnel 6040; 
Medical Gas Systems Instructors 6050; Bulk Med Gas Systems Instructors 6055. Edward’s 
presentation was well received by the attendees, many indicated they were unaware that these 
standards were being adhered to and individuals had to be certified to each standard separate of the 
others. Edward Lyczko was followed after dinner by Ronald L. George CPD President of Plumb-Tech 
Design & Consulting Services. Ron captured their attention with an educational program “Preventing 
Legionella Associated with Building Water Systems, A review of:” History of Legionella, Review of 
ASHRE 188P (proposed) & Review of ASHRE Guideline 12, Review of Legionella HACCP Water  
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Management Plans. Following the meeting people gathered around Ron & Ed asking them questions 
and for their business cards. Ron was asked by many for internet access for his legionella 
presentation. 
 
The night was an excellent example of networking at its best. It began at 4:00 PM and ended 
between 8:30 and 9:00 PM. We thank our sponsors Dann Holmes (Viega), George Johnston (Balfrey 
& Johnston), Rochelle Moore (K.L. McCoy) and Alan H. Deal P.E. (Performance) Engineering. Your 
to be commended for your continued support with the resources which are making this year an 
exceptional year for the Eastern Michigan chapters of ASPE / ASSE / MBPA / ASHRE / and ASHE in 
continued educational programing. Your advertising initiatives in the Eastern Michigan ASPE/ASSE 
newsletter has helped make it one of the best in the country, thank you.   
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: May 2013 
I can’t believe how the time has gone by as we close our ASPE EMC 2013 
calendar year and what a year it has been. The programs we offered allowed our 
members to keep that New Year’s resolution for professional and personal 
development. A recap of our programs consist of sessions on Boiler Basics, 
Domestic Hot Water Systems, the New EPA Boiler Rules, Piping and Critical 
Components, Backflow Prevention in Fire Protection Systems, NFPA-
99Healthcare Facility Codes, ASHRAE Standard 188P and a tour of a Rain Water 
Reclamation Facility at WCCC in Detroit. Wow, and I did that with one breath. 

However, it took a year to do. 
 
We aren’t done! Our final program for the year is on May 21st at the Training Center on Ring Drive. 
The topic, Thermal and Hydronic Expansion and it will be presented by Ken Rutherford. The session 
will present thermal and hydronic expansion, tank solutions to expansion conditions, HVAC tank, 
domestic water tank and well tank applications. This will be a very informative program and one that 
may answer a lot of questions that arise on your daily projects. The program sponsors will be there to 
show you samples of expansion tanks and design literature. (Wessels, Amtrol and B&G) 
 
This year we had two program workshops, one covering the new Medical Gas Design Guideline and 
Code Review and the other on the Principles of Steam and Design. I want to thank Colleen Anderson 
for providing the (2) Medical Gas seminars and Greg Merlo for presenting the (2) Steam seminars. 
Your contributions made our ASPE EMC year a huge success and all that was provided was greatly 
appreciated. We eagerly look forward to working with you both again. I also want to thank the Detroit 
Chapter of ASHRAE for agreeing to a joint session on Legionella presented by Ron George. It was 
well attended and one that will be remembered for a long time, thank you Ron and ASHRAE. 
 
May is the month that we conduct our annual elections and the following members are looking for re-
election: 

• President: Joe Hernandez, CPD 

• Vice President Technical: Ed Hawley, CPD, Life Time Member 

• Vice President Legislative: William Grayzar  

• Vice President Membership: Amanda Belcher, LEED GP 

• Treasurer: Pam Hartsell 

• Administrative Secretary: John Nussbaum, FASSE, FASPE 

• Corresponding Secretary: George Johnston II 

 
Many thanks go to those willing to make the sacrifice of their time to make our Chapter one of the 
best in the entire ASPE family. 
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Should there be a member wishing to place their name for an elected office please contact me, Joe 
Hernandez and it will be made public at our May membership meeting and placed on the election 
ballot. 
 
I trust that you’ve found 2012-2013, Eastern Michigan ASPE roster of programs rewarding and that 
you found them to be informative. We have our planning session in June and would welcome any 
ASPE member to attend this planning session, being that new ideas are always refreshing and 
welcome. We will send out a notice when that date is set should any member wish to join the 
Planning Committee. 
 
So what are our plans for next ASPE EMC year? We are looking to create our first, ASPE Student 
Chapter at Lawrence Technology University, championed by Professor Filza Walters, Director of 
Architecture – Engineering. John Nussbaum is the chapter representative assisting Prof. Walters in 
making this chapter come to life; kudos to these wonderful people and all their hard work. It should be 
noted that the Eastern Michigan Chapter is sponsoring the first 10 student members, and as I say, 
any way we can help, we will! I hope it’s the first of many such student-engineering chapters. 
 
Also look for ASHRAE and ASPE to team up again for a joint meeting with a subject sure to cross 
both the Societies. This is truly a gathering of the minds and technology talents. 
 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE joined the Affiliate Council of the Engineering Society of 
Detroit several years ago and has become very active with the council. As ESD members, we have 
many valuable benefits and at our May 21st meeting, we will highlight two of those benefits from 
Legal-Shield: Legal Plan and Identity Theft Shield. 
 
If you could talk to an experienced attorney about any legal issue, big or small, and not get a bill in 
the mail, would you? From real estate to divorce advice, speeding tickets to will preparation and 
more, our attorneys will help with any matter, no matter how trivial or traumatic it may seem. Did you 
know that Identity Theft affects millions of Americans each year and has been the #1 complaint to the 
Federal Trade Commission for 13 consecutive years? Your Identity Theft Shield benefit gives your 
family the comprehensive identity theft protection they need at a price you can afford. 
 
This is of concern of nearly everyone as identity theft has become more prevalent. The feature will be 
given by Ms. Jill Feeney, an ESD affiliate. This will be a short, 20 minute discussion just prior to the 
evening program. 
 
Your President, 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
 

ast President Report 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
The Code Study & Development Group of Southeastern Michigan met on April 09, 
2013. The purpose of the meeting was twofold, first was to have a business meeting 
to elect officers to run the CSDGSM, President, Vice President and Secretary 
Treasurer. Secondly, to go through the 153 proposed plumbing code 
changes to the 2015 Residential Plumbing Code. The meeting was attended by 

Jeremy Brown; Esteban Cabello, P.E.-CPD; Ron George, CPD; William Grayzar; Dann Holmes; Matt 
Kapcia; Hank Koppelo, CPD; John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE/ FASPE and Barry Pines, CPD EPA-
RRP. 
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The purpose of the Code Development Process and Code Hearings is to ensure the continued 
development and maintenance of the Codes with the following goals in the forefront. Timely 
evaluation and recognition of technological development changes, that pertains to construction 
regulations. To encourage the Plumbing and Mechanical Industry as a whole to submit proposed 
changes they feel would improve the regulations that govern construction. 
 
Barry Pines was elected CSDGSM President, Ronald L. George Vice President and John Nussbaum 
Secretary Treasurer. John Nussbaum gave a brief history of the CSDGSM which began in 1988 
under the Plumbing Heating & Cooling Contractors Association of Southeastern Michigan, when the 
ICC was BOCA International, following the PHCCASM and MCA merge. CSDGSM became an 
independent non- profit group, self-funded through the sale of code books and governed by its own 
set of bylaws. John and Barry gave an explanation of the funding that helped subsidize those people 
being sent to the code hearings to represent CSDGSM.  
 
Ron George and Jeremy Brown indicated they would be at the hearings this year and represent 
CSDGSM. Jeremy indicated if NSF had any opinions that differed from CSDGSM, he would at that 
point only represent NSF on that particular code change. The attendees understood. Matt Kapcia 
(city of Troy) gave the attendees something to think about regarding the bootlegging of water heater 
sales and installations. We all know that we cannot stop the sale of water heaters because of the 
restraint of trade laws. Matt suggested we start an all industry move to amend the law by requiring the 
seller of gas fired water heaters to have the buyer of these water heaters give their driver’s license to 
the merchant for acquiring an address where that heater will be installed. The merchant selling the 
water heater would then be required to notify that municipality so that the local inspector could go 
after a permit and inspection the installation as to safeguard and protect the health and safety of the 
residents in his/her community. I couldn’t agree more Barry Pines educated the new comers to the 
meeting on how the CSDGSM goes about the business of going through each of the proposed 
plumbing code changes. He explained the meaning of AS, being (AS Submitted), AM, being (AS 
Modified) and D as being (Denied). He then said that anyone in attendance could make a motion, 
after which a discussion would take place followed by the vote of the attendees. He also reminded 
them that in some cases someone may suggest waiting till they hear testimony at the hearings before 
a decision is made. With that being said Barry began projecting the proposed plumbing code changes 
on the screen. The committee being a good consensus group of the plumbing industry really gave 
spirited discussion to the process. Over the years the CSDGSM has been over 83% in agreement 
with IPCC/IRPC. John reminded the attendees that those who represent CSDGSM at the hearings 
after hearing testimony could change their mind following caucus and agreement to the change. 

 
 
 
 
 



483 | P a g e  

 
ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: September 2013 
Greetings Sport fans, the fall season is closing in and that brings such things like 
Tiger baseball, Lion football, Wolverine football and Spartan Football and not 
necessarily in that order. I love the beginning of the autumn season, especially 
the apples, sweet corn and tomatoes. We are blessed to live in Michigan.  
 
Our new ASPE season kicks off on September 17th with a panel discussion on 
the subject of the new Federal Reduction of Lead in Drinking Water (NSF-61). 
We’ll review the law, its background, interpretation issues, manufacturing issues, 

exemptions, etc. our meeting times and location has not changed and they begin with a 5:00 PM 
social interaction period, followed by dinner and then concluding with our evening technical program. 
Let out time is between 7:30 to 8:00 pm. Oh, Ginny is back as our, ever lovable caterer with her food 
and perfectly baked pies and desserts. Forget the diet on those nights!! 
 
Here is a rundown on the panel discussions and technical sessions you can expect to see at our 
upcoming membership meetings: Our October subject is a panel on plumbing and mechanical 
materials; November is LEED for existing building plumbing and mechanical materials; December, 
Backflow Assemblies; January, domestic water treatment; February, Cooling tower pumps; March, 
Natural gas design; April, Fire protection codes NFPA 25-25 and finally May, which will bring a panel 
discussion on Thermal and Hydronic expansion. We had a very busy planning session and we trust 
that you will take full advantage of this lineup of subjects to further enhance your professional 
livelihoods. 
 
In the two years the Eastern Michigan Chapter of the ASPE will be celebrating its 40th Anniversary as 
a charted Chapter. In 1975, I was a young student at a community college in Dearborn studying and 
with high hopes of becoming an architect. My employer Bruce Dean of Gusso and Dean, Inc. 
dragged me to a Planning meeting at Topinkas in Detroit to form a new Chapter of ASPE. I finished 
my studies at HFCC and took a detour to Wayne State University to get my degree in engineering, 
and I did. Mr. Dean was one of my first mentors. My point is this; is there a young impressionable 
engineering student that could benefit from the societal gains of the network that ASPE can provide? 
If so, drag them down to an ASPE meeting to meet the other engineers that make up this great and 
awesome collection of talent we call the South Eastern Michigan Chapter. If you are a member and 
bring a student engineer, we’ll pay for dinner. Be mindful that then engineering student you bring may 
qualify for the John E. Mathews Scholarship. The scholarship will give a monetary award (last year 
$1,000.00) to a junior in good standing at an accredited University or College and who is actively 
pursuing a degree in  Mechanical . 

 
Engineering in the field of Architecture/Engineering. Be a Mr. Dean and mentor someone, it could be 
the greatest gift you may make to the field of engineering. 
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What’s coming up, you ask? How about the new state plumbing code, for one! We are in 
communication with the new director of the Michigan State Plumbing Board, Mr. Joe Madziar. He will 
do a code rollout and update review and as soon as the details are set and books published, we will 
host Mr. Madziar to make his presentation. John Nussbaum is on this and will provide the details 
once they are finalized. In addition to that, how about a seminar on Hydronic Design?? You betcha, 
we’re going to do that too! Keep your eyes fixed on your emails from Eastern Michigan ASPE for 
these great presentations. 
 
Last year we made the design and data books available and bundles at a great savings. I’m pleased 
to say that the bundled books are still available and are featured on a page in this newsletter. These 
textbooks are a wealth of information and should be a standard for your design library. 
 
Let’s hope the Detroit Tigers go all the way with the “Classic” in the fall and bring home the MLB 
World Series pennant, Go Tigers! This is your chapter, get involved. 
 
Oh, and last but not least to enhance the experience of our members, ASPE EMC has launched a 
fresh new website. Check it out and let us know what you think. 
 
Your President, 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
 
September Program                                                                                                                                                                                       
Panel Discussion: Federal Reduction of                                                                                                                                                                                            
Lead in Drinking Water 
 
The Program will cover the new Federal Reduction of Lead in Drinking Water Act which goes into 
effect January 4th, 2014. We will review the law, its background, interpretation issues, manufacturing 
issues, exemptions, specifications, enforcement, identification and Installation. We’ll discuss what 
you; the Engineer, Distributor, Contractor and /or Inspector need to understand in these final months 
prior to the implementation of Lead Free potable water systems. The Panel will be moderated by 
Dann Holmes. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: October 2013 
Greetings sports fans. When I wrote this note the Tiger’s had just won the Central 
Division title Bless you boys! Our September meeting was an important subject 
that impacts the water consumption by all Americans with a newly                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
adopted “Lead-free” standard, NSF61. The program covered the Federal 
Reduction of Lead in Drinking Water which goes into effect this January 4th, 
2014. The new law and its background, interpretation issues, exemptions, 
specifications, enforcement, identification and installation were thoroughly 
covered by Dann Holmes of NSF; if you need a recap check out Ed Hawley’s 

report in this newsletter.  
 
Our October meeting will be on the 15th at the Training Center in Troy, with a subject on Plumbing 
and Mechanical piping materials. It will be a panel discussion with a representative from the 
manufacturing, engineering and contracting professions. Come with your favorite questions and try to 
challenge their opinions and walk away with a greater understanding of the materials we make, 
specify and install on a daily basis. 
 
Our November meeting will be one week earlier to accommodate those who wish to partake in the 
Fall tradition of Hunting. Although I’m not a hunter, I come from a family that was deep in this tradition 
and fondly remember the year my father bagged a bear. We were so proud. Our November meeting 
will also be at the Training Center in Troy on the 12th with a needed subject on LEED plumbing 
design. 
 
We have made arrangements with ASPE National to be a Webinar site for future events. We are 
currently reviewing the roster of subjects and will do a roll out soon. Keep an eye out for an e-mail 
questionnaire to garner what you would like to experience as an informative Webinar. These are 
generally one hour long and most likely given at an early session just prior to our general 
membership meeting. 
 
The 2014 ASPE Expo-Convention is in Chicago and we are already looking into how to take our 
Chapter to the “Windy City”. I will keep you posted as to the date for the EXPO in Mid-September as it 
nears. We are looking into the possibility of chartering a bus to get us there. In any event we will be 
there!! 
 
Your President, 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
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Our October Program is a Panel Discussion:                                                                                                                                           
Plumbing and Mechanical Piping Materials  
 
This month’s Program will be a panel discussion on plumbing and mechanical system piping 
materials and will include professionals from the manufacturing, engineering and contracting sides of 
the industry. The goal will be to educate our members on some of the different options that are 
available, along with their pros and cons from specification and performance, to ease installation and 
longevity. A hands-on demonstration of some of the different pipe joining methods will follow in the 
training center’s plumbing shop area. 
 
Pam Hartsell, CPD, Pam is a Senior Mechanical/Electrical Designer at Strategic Energy Solutions in 
Berkley, Michigan. She began her career in 1991when she joined her father’s engineering firm as 
part time CAD operator while in college. What started out as a temporary job turned into a lifelong 
interest in the proper design of places for people to live, work and enjoy their time. She has played 
many roles over the years, Office Manager, CAD/BIM trainer, MEP Designer and Project Manager. 
She currently is the Treasurer of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE. And recently became 
Certified in Plumbing Design (CPD). 
 

Past President Report 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
By now most of you have seen the new ASPE logo adopted during the 2012 
convention by the convention delegates and approved by the ASPE board of 
directors. I immediately started to think about our chapter’s publications and how we 
could work the new ASPE Society logo into them. After conversing with 
Theresa Green our esteemed News Letter Editor and Publisher, I contacted Ron 

George and asked him if he would send me some of his BIM 3 dimensional designs to work into our 
publications that would indicate that the eastern Michigan chapter of ASPE is a Plumbing Engineering 
Organization of design professionals. Without any hesitation he agreed and turned me over to April 
Bausman in his office. She asked me for a description of what I was looking for. Within a few days I 
and Theresa had a number of design pieces we could choose from. We are grateful to Ron and thank 
him for his permission to use his designs as part of the News Letter mast head, as well as our other 
publications. 
 
On Wednesday August 07, 2013, I accompanied ASPE EMC Board Director, Barry Pines; ASPE 
EMC Board Director and Liaison, Dann Holmes (NSF) and Chris Salazar (NSF) to meet with Joe 
Madziar (Chief of the Plumbing Division for the State of Michigan) and Andy Neuman (Asst. Chief of 
the Plumbing Division for State of Mich.). For the most part we were there on behalf of the Code 
Study & Development Group of Southeastern Michigan. We were assured that we would enjoy the 
same relationship we had with Robert (Bob) Konyndyke (the past State of Michigan Chief of the 
Plumbing Division), including being the first group to have a couple code update classes conducted 
by the Plumbing Division. Joe Madziar indicated they would be ½ day classes for those needing to 
renew their plumbing license. Joe also indicated that implementation of the 2012 plumbing code 
would not take place until January of 2014. Code book availability is not expected till some time in 
December of 2013, this was confirmed by the International Code Council. Joe and Andy indicated 
that those who would be holding code update classes are expected to send their course outline for 
approval by the Plumbing Division. We were informed that the Michigan Mechanical code would be 
implemented on September 27th 2013 and that the Michigan Mechanical Code books were available. 
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The Code Study and Development Group is now taking orders for the 2012 ICC family of code books 
as well as the 2012 Michigan family of code books. See the enclosed code book order form or check 
the MCA- Detroit web site for the forms. They may also be picked up at 14801 West 8, Mile Rd. in 
Detroit. 
 
UA Industry Day was Wednesday August 14th 2013. Barry Pines, William Grayzar, ASPE EMC’s 
Vice President Technical and I met up with Dann Holmes at Washtenaw Community College, Ann 
Arbor, Michigan. Dann showed Bill around visiting the various class rooms and trailers housing the 
latest in training technology as it pertains to the plumbing and mechanical industry. Afterward we 
discussed the need for the plumbing design professionals to be exposed to this annually. Dann 
Holmes mentioned that ASPE might be interested in the ASPE semiannual Symposium becoming a 
part of UA Week and that he will pursue the idea with all the necessary parties, ASPE, UA, WCC, 
Local 190 in Ann Arbor and NSF. He is doing this with the Eastern Michigan Chapter’s Board of 
Director’s blessings. Keep in mind that this could lead to increasing ASPE membership by enticing 
some UA people to take some design courses and consider becoming CPD certified to go along with 
their Journey or Master Plumbing License. Many may be able to find employment in A&E firms as 
well as for the design build contractors. 
 
In closing I can attest to many Journey and Master Plumbers working for A&E Firms in the 1950’s, 
60’s and 70’s because of their knowledge of plumbing codes & standards and having mechanical 
drawing experience taught to them while going through their apprenticeship program. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: November 2013 
In just a few short weeks we will be celebrating Thanksgiving. It is special time in 
my house as most of my immediate family comes together to enjoy a turkey 
dinner. We generally have about 25 to 30 people there, and what a time we have. 
If you are curious we typically have a 28 pound turkey.  
 
Last month we had a panel discussion on piping materials. Our moderator was 
Pam Hartsell and she did a masterful job. And never let it be said that we don’t 
have the Tiger spirit, we rescheduled our meeting so that our members could see 

the game without missing a single minute. 
 
Our November meeting is going to be a week earlier than our typical 3rd Tuesday of the month to 
accommodate our members that take part in the Michigan tradition of hunting. Good luck and be safe 
out there! Our November meeting will be a panel discussion on Plumbing and Mechanical materials. 
Asking the questions, “How does LEED design apply to existing building? What happens to LEED 
buildings after certification? And, what are the differences with the new 4.0 Guidelines?” Alan Deal of 
Performance Engineering will be our moderator and is no stranger to the Architectural – Engineering 
community. 
 
Our December meeting will be a week earlier and is scheduled for December 10th and yes the 
Season Holidays are upon us. The subject for the December meeting is “Backflow Assemblies-Good 
Design Practices for Installations with speaker Matt Kapcia. 
 
We are close here in Michigan to receiving a rollout of the new State Plumbing Code. You may be 
interested to know that Mr. Bob Konyndyke has stepped down from the State Directorship of the 
Michigan Plumbing Board and Mr. Joe Madziar has taken his place. Let’s give a big thank you to Bob 
for many years of service and welcome Mr. Madziar. We will be working with him to host a rollout 
meeting for the new Michigan State Plumbing Code. We’ll keep you posted. 
 
What about the new Code Books, see John Nussbaum and he will get you an order form to get these 
valuable books. 
 
We are still reviewing the roster of subjects for our early session for Plumbing Design Webinars and 
we will post a list that our members can reference of the most popular as we set the schedule. We will 
also post the timeframe they will take place. They will be viewed at the Plumbing Industry Training 
Center in Troy.  
 

 
 
 



492 | P a g e  

November 2013 

 
I want to thank the Tigers for a great run at the World Series and hope that 2014 will be more 
promising. As with every New Year, it brings hope for better things. If you have ideas on approving 
our Chapter, we want to hear it. Get involved, it’s your chapter. Wishing-you all a wonderful 
Thanksgiving. 
 
Your President, 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 

 
November Program                                                                                                                                                     
LEED in Existing Building Plumbing                                                                                                                                                                                        
and Mechanical Systems  
 
How dose LEED designs apply to existing buildings? What happens to LEED buildings after 
certification? What are the differences with the new 4.0 Guideline’s? 
 
Alan Deal, PE is President of Performance Engineering Group Inc. Performance Engineering Group 
has been actively involved in designing and marketing domestic hot water and Hydronic heating 
systems since 1964. 
 

Past President Report 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
Branding of the Eastern Michigan chapter of ASPE is now complete thanks to Ron 
George’s 3D Engineering design used as our background and ASPE’s new logo 
design. You’ve seen it on the Newsletter Masthead, the Website and our new 
Membership Directory recently completed by Theresa Green. Theresa 
and I have teamed up to generate a new Certificate of Appreciation suitable for 

framing, displaying the branding of the chapter. 
 
Joe Madziar Chief State of Michigan Plumbing Division has announced the 2012 Michigan Plumbing 
Code effective date for enforcement which begins January 17, 2014. Michigan  2012 Plumbing 
Code book orders are now being accepted by the Code Study and Development Group (CSDG) at 
MCA- Detroit contact either Cassandra Mudloff or John Nussbaum to place your orders. We expect 
our first shipment from the International Code Council towards the middle of November. We also 
expect to have our first of two Code update classes prior to the January 17th enforcement date. The 
date for the first class is January 9, 2014 the second date February 6, 2014. The place is not yet 
determined. CSDG has already sold a large number of the 2012 Michigan Mechanical Code Books, 
2012 Mechanical Commentaries, International Fuel Gas Code Books, International Fuel Gas 
Commentaries and 2012 Plumbing Commentaries. Isn’t it time for you to order your 2012 code 
books? 
 
The Code Study and Development Group (CSDG) of Southeastern Michigan is in need of interested 
Contractors or a Contractor’s employee that is interested in Codes and Standards, to come forward 
and join with Barry Pines, William Grayzar, Ronald L. George CPD, Dann Holmes and others that are 
currently representing us at the code hearings. Existing members of CSDG are willing to mentor new 

people who have the interest and desire to be involved. 
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Meetings are few, maybe once or twice a year. CSDG has had contractor representatives on ICC 
committees since 1988. If this is to continue we need some younger people to step forward and 
participate. If interested talk with Barry Pines or myself. Keep in mind that if we want to continue as 
the only consensus group participating with the ICC we need to step up and get involved. Shame on 
us if we let this opportunity to shape the code laws governing our industry slip away from lack of our 
participation. It means you we will all be at the mercy of the regulatory people who will be deciding 
your fate. Over the years, the International Code Council has held us in high esteem for our 
continued input (proposing code changes) and for our support of the promulgation of the plumbing 
and mechanical codes. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: December 2013 
I have a confession to make, I was at the game when Detroit Lion’s played the 
Dallas Cowboys and I left early. I was sure there were going to lose, but to my 
surprise they pulled off a remarkable win. In short, just like Eric Hipple, Matt 
Stafford beat America’s team. What a game! That brings me to this, are you 
leaving early when it comes to understanding the Engineering Societies? We are 
fortunate to have very strong Engineering Societies that are championed by a 
dedicated support group. The leader of the pack is the Detroit Chapter of 
ASHRAE and the younger brother is the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE. 

 
Since I am a charter member of the Eastern Michigan, allow me to introduce you to the American 
Society of Plumbing Engineers or otherwise known as ASPE. The Eastern Michigan chapter was 
Charted in 1975 by six persons, Bruce Dean, PE, George Williams, PE, Joe Sactorum, PE, Roy 
Gilbert, PE, George Bradford, mechanical designer and Larry Keelan, PVI Mfg. Rep. if you are over 
60 you may known these gentlemen and personally. I do, did and have. They were highly skilled at 
their chosen professions and had a dream of how to make the designs better and uniform. They 
elected to use ASPE as a starting point and then ASHRAE. Let me ask you, do you have a desire to 
learn how your designs could be better or more consistent? Seek out the Engineering Societies and 
you will be astonished on how many of your industry companions feel the same. If you like you can 
start with ASPE or ASHRAE. Either way you can make a difference. 
 
Our November meeting was scheduled a week earlier than usual due to the hunting season because 
we sought to be sympathetic toward our members that feel compelled to commune with nature. Our 
meeting covered the LEED requirements for an Existing Building’s Plumbing and Mechanical System. 
The speaker was Alan Deal, PE, of Performance Engineering. Once again, I bring to the forefront that 
our Speakers are highly qualified professionals, and experts in the field. Thank you, Alan,! 
 
Our December meeting will be held at the Training Center in Troy on Ring Rd., as always. Our 
subject will be on Backflow Assemblies and Good Design Practices for Installations. The meeting will 
be early in the month, December 10th, so as to not conflict with holiday gatherings. Our guest 
speaker is Matt Kapcia. 
 
Did you get a gift list for Christmas and not sure what to buy? Here is an idea, pick up that ASPE data 
book and give it to yourself and say it’s from Santa. Neat Idea, Huh? 

 
As for the Christmas list you got, go to your local shopping mall and do battle with the Tweeners and 
good luck! If you want a good deal on the ASPE data books check with John Nussbaum and he’ll 
help you.  
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On behalf of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE, wishing you all a great Holiday season and 
prosperous 2014 New Year, oh I forgot, Go Lions! 
 
It’s your chapter, get involved! 
 
Your President, 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
 
December Program                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Backflow Assemblies – Good Design Practices for Installations 
 
Matthew Kapcia is a cross Connection Control Inspector with the City of Troy, Michigan. He teaches 
at the annual (MBPA) backflow conference and also at the Michigan DEQ annual Advanced Cross 
Connection Control Conferences. Matthew is a Licensed Master Plumber, Contractor, ASSE 5IIO 
Backflow Preventer Tester Certification and an S-3 Water Operation Classification, Membership 
ABPA & Michigan Chapter ABPA. 
 
 

Past President Report 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE 
 
Licensing and Regulation: I am sometimes asked why domestic water heaters come 
under the ‘Forbes Mechanical Contractors Act” and in the ‘Michigan 2009 Plumbing 
Code” soon to be the 2012 Michigan codes? My answer is to insure the safe 
installation of the gas piping systems and venting of domestic water heaters. This is 
for the protection of the general public from possible explosion or asphyxiation. The 

2009 Michigan Plumbing Code Chapter 5 deals with Water Heaters of all types and the water 
distribution piping system to and from the water heater. The licensed plumber deals with the 
waterside of water heaters and its relating piping systems. He is trained in water temperature control 
devices important in preventing scalding, “Legionella”, brain eating amoeba “Naegleri” and other 
waterborne diseases. The Master Plumber is knowledgeable of the various different types of 
domestic water heaters, storage tanks and recirculation systems and there proper application based 
on hot water demand. He is proficient in cross connections and safety devices. Having  
Plumbing and Mechanical Licenses is what protects the public’s health and safety. 
 
Plumbing and Mechanical Licensed Contractors, Master Plumbers and Journey persons after testing 
by the State of Michigan Licensing Boards are kept up on changes in the latest technology regarding 
plumbing & mechanical equipment, systems, application and codes. Code update classes are a 
requirement for the renewal of their license. Their continued expanded education comes through their 
trade associations MCAA, PHCC and their local affiliates, various affiliated organizations ASPE, 
ASSE, NFPA, ABPA (MBPA), ASHRAE, and here in Michigan, the International Code Council (ICC). 
 
Our Union Affiliated Contractors and their employees get their upgraded training at the management 
and union funded state of the art METROPOLITAN DETROIT PLUMBING INDUSTRY TRAINING 
CENTER (MDPITC). The MDPITC is where once a month a sponsored dinner meeting by the 
manufacturers and their representatives takes place under the ASPE, ASSE label. Some of these 
meetings are co- hosted by the other affiliated groups. In attendance you will find yourself networking 
with all factions of the Plumbing and Mechanical Industry. Noted speakers some local, some from out 
of state will enlighten you with their expertise and knowledge that you may know little or nothing 
about. The panel discussions have at times brought questionable responses from the audience and 
in some cases have made for a rather lively exchange between panelist and the attendees. Programs 
are chosen from request by the attendees and approved by the ASPE program committee and board  
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at their June Meeting. Some of the programs are brought in after they had been seen at an ASPE 
Symposium or Convention and are recommended by our members. Here in Southeastern Michigan 
we value our industry relationships from the design professionals to the installing tradesman. We are 
one of the very few in the country that is a true consensus groups. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



499 | P a g e  

December 2013 

 



500 | P a g e  
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Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: January 2014 
Happy New Year and we are at the midpoint of our ASPE season. Our January 
meeting will be on the 21st located at the Training Center in Troy. The subject will 
be on “Water Treatment”. Our presentation will be hosted by the H V Burton 
Company. Dave Burton is the current President of the company and his staff will 
give all the details of water treatment and the chemistry. The Presenters will be 
Wes VanderBrink and Sean Pfaff. They hail from the HOH Water Technology 
Company in Walled Lake. HOH has a 45 year history in industrial, commercial 
and Institutional water treatment. Throughout their history they have provided 

water treatment solutions for cooling tower, boiler, closed loop, and waste treatment applications. 
Their focus will be providing innovative engineering solutions, such as, reverse osmosis boiler pre-
treatment, non-chemical cooling tower treatment and potable water management services. Their 
topics will cover water treatment fundamentals, pre-treatment equipment, specifications and example 
cost analysis. I needn’t say more, as this will be a very good and informative evening. 
 
The 2014 New Year will bring a new plumbing code and there is a rollout session planned by the 
state’s new Plumbing Board Director, Mr. Joe Madziar. On January 17, 2014 the new State Plumbing 
Code goes into effect. There are code books available at the Training Center just check with John 
Nussbaum. The MPC code update class will be held at MASCO Corp., in Taylor, MI on February 6, 
2014. You will find the full registration flyer inside this newsletter for your convenience. 
 
We are in the planning stages for a special session to join in the global recognition of the “World 
Plumbing Day”. The WPD is hosted globally on the 11th of March. We will have a series of technical 
sessions and a couple of fun events for all those that attend including a “Pinewood Derby” contest. 
Yes, you can build a car and race it just like you did in the Boy Scouts. We call it NASPE! There will 
be manufacturer exhibits and give prizes. Yep, who says engineers are boring? 
 
As you can see we are always looking to get better however, sometimes we run out of ideas and 
need a fresh and new perspective. That is where you, our members play an important role. You do 
that by telling the Board what you want and how we should deliver it. In this case the more cooks in 
the kitchen the better the stew. Get Involved, it’s your Chapter. So, I’ll sign off with an enthusiastic 
happy New Year and may your New Year be rewarding and prosperous! 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
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January Program                                                                                                                                                              
Water Treatment – ASPE Data Book, Volume 2, Chapter 11 
 

• H/O/H This Program will cover the following.                                                                                                                                                            

• Water treatment fundamentals                                                                                                                                                

• Pretreatment equipment (softener, RO, and chemical feed & control equipment)                                                                                       

• Specifications                                                                                                                                                                                            

• Examples and cost 
 
The presenters are Wes Vanden Brink and Sean Pfaff. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 
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President’s Report: February 2014 
Greetings to all, and so goes another NFL season, the winner, the Seattle 
Seahawks and the loser the Denver Broncos. Maybe the Lions will grace such a 
fate, one day, win or lose. I want to take this time to thank Dave Burton of the HV 
Burton Company for presenting last month’s program on Water Treatment. The 
HV Burton Company brought two water treatment specialists to give a very good 
understanding on the chemistry of water treatment. Thanks Dave! 
 
Our February membership meeting will be on a session that will bring us the 

expertise of pumping and pumps courtesy of the R.L. Deppmann Co. the topic is Cooling Tower 
Power: How to break a perfectly good pump or designing and operating a trouble free Cooling Tower 
pumping system. Our presenter is Norm Hall and he is no stranger to the engineering community. It 
will cover the typical centrifugal pump selection in an HVAC, plumbing or Process system. This 
discussion will center on the proper selection, installation and operation of pumps with several 
examples of what not to do and what to do! 
 
March will come in like a Lion and it starts with a program on Hydronic Design on the 4th and 6th, a 
World Plumbing Day celebration on the 11th that includes a “Pinewood Car” Derby and a Code rollout 
session on the 20th. We have a full agenda in March. There are flyers on the three sessions I just 
mentioned so read on! 
 
On March 20, the Code Study & Development Group of SE Michigan is bringing in the new State of 
Michigan, Plumbing Board Director, Joe Madzier to give a 4 hour program of the newly adopted 2012 
Michigan Plumbing Code. A flyer is in this newsletter for additional information. 
We are four months away from wrapping up this collection of technical programs and we would like to 
have your input on subjects that you, as members, would like us to bring you. No subject is too small 
or unnecessary or too big for that matter. Please if you have a topic that we need to bring to you, just 
drop us a line and we’ll work it into our planning session and have it considered. As ever, we value 
your input and welcome your comments. 
 
Our ASPE National Convention is in Chicago this fall and the planning has already begun to see how 
we can get our members to the Windy City. If you would like to be a part of the planning drop a note 
on that too. 
 
Still looking for those pesky design data books? Just ask John Nussbaum and he’ll be glad to help 
you out. These books are priced to make them easy to acquire and add them to your collection of 
design material. 
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Ginny was a bit under the weather last month and we had to deal with something other than our usual 
fine dinner arrangement. Get well soon Ginny we missed you last month and hope you get better 
quickly. 
 
This is your chapter, get involved… 
 
Your President, 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
 
February Program                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Cooling Tower Pumps: How to Break a Perfectly Good Pump OR Designing and Operating 
 
he typical centrifugal pump selection in an HVAC, Plumbing, or Process system can become routine 
in most cases. The place where this may not be true is in the low suction pressure application of 
centrifugal pumps in open cooling tower systems. This discussion will center on the  
proper selection, installation, and operation of these pumps with a few examples of what not to do. 
 
Norm is President of the R.L. Deppmann Company. He has been with the company for more than 40 
years and in that time has held positions in estimating, engineering, sales, and leadership. He is a 
member of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers, which 
awarded him the 2007 John E. Matthews Engineer of the Year.  Norm is also a Past President of the 
ASHRAE-Detroit Chapter and a past president of the ITT Fluid Handling Representatives Association. 
Norm is a graduate of the Wayne State University Engineering School. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 2014 
All I can say is that I’m not going to be unhappy about this winter ending. It has 
been miserable. Spring will soon be upon us and the joys of being able to be 
outside will lift our spirits. The real thing about spring is the March madness 
NCAA basketball tournament. I hope State and U of M represented our great 
state of Michigan well. I’m sure nothing else is important about March. 
 
Last month February we had a presentation on the subject of killing a perfectly 
good pump connected to cooling towers. The program was hosted by the R.L. 

Deppmann Co. – Norm Hall, PE gave the session. 
 
The program was hosted by very informative and well attended. Thank you Norm! 
 
Our standard caterer, Ginny is still recovering so our usual excellent catered dinner was not to be. We 
look forward to having her back with those wonderful meals we have come to expect. Get well soon 
Ginny, we miss you! 
 
I need to make note that our meeting is on March 11th, the second week of March versus the third 
Tuesday of the month. This change is due to the celebration of World Plumbing Day. We are planning 
to have a special event that evening on this date. We will still have our Technical session with the 
subject on Natural Gas system design. The special event is going to be a “Pinewood” car race. Yes, 
just like the ones we had when we were in the “Boy Scouts”. Car kits were made available and still 
are, for sculpting that perfect racer. If you would like a car to build contact Bill Grayzar at DiClemente-
Siegel Design, Inc., 248-569-1430. Oh, did mention they are free, just come to the meeting. The 
Codes for the car specifications come with the car kit. There will be prizes for the fastest car and 
other categories, who says we don’t have fun. 
 
Tech topics are something that we will continue to review so that the evening tech program will be 
informative and interesting. No subject is out of reach, as ASPE has a collection of specialists to bring 
an informative session. Please, if there is a subject that you would like to see at our general 
membership meeting, drop us a note. 
 
The John E. Mathews Scholarship program is alive and well. We presented a check for $1,000.00 to 
a junior engineering student at Lawrence Tech University. He is an employee at MA Engineering in 
Birmingham, and is actively pursuing a degree in Mechanical Engineering. If you know a student at 
one of our local universities, a third year student and in a Mechanical Engineering program please 
have this person contact John Nussbaum for qualifications for scholarship. 
 
Our national convention is in Chicago this year and we are already looking to send as many members 
as possible. A discussion of chartering a bus to the Windy City is one that is really being considered.  
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The Convention is in September so as not to conflict with the FE-PE exams as in the past. Keep your 
ear to the ground on this one because it will be a great time. 
 
If you missed the new Code Session, we are planning to have another opportunity to have a Code 
Rollout with Mr. Joe Madizar, the Michigan State Plumbing Board Director. The date for this session 
is March 20th. Contact John Nussbaum for the particulars. (313) 341-7661. 
 
In closing, give Bill Grayzar a call to get a car kit to race. It will be Grand Prix time (248) 569-1430  
 
It’s your chapter get involved! 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
 
 
March Program                                                                                                                                                                                       
Natural Gas Design 
 
Joe Hernandez CPD will review NFPA 54 National Fuel Gas Code and the basics of natural gas 
design from start to finish. How to do a system design for low and medium high pressure system 
using a sample design will be given by the presenter. The latest gas pressure tables will be made 
available from the ASPE Volume 2 data book. Chapter seven (70). 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: April 2014 
Well sports fans are you ready for some baseball or a little golf? The weather is 
improving and Tiger baseball has started. Soon we will be settling in on the 
chores we love, planting gardens, adding flowers and after this winter, cutting the 
grass doesn’t seem to be that bad. 
 
Last month we had a great time at our March meeting, going through a gas 
design program and finished with a pinewood car derby race. It was great fun and 
it was to celebrate the “World Plumbing Day”. The cars had various designs and 

several had a plumbing theme style. Actually, the winner was Tom Zimmerman’s car that was loosely 
shaped like a water closet seat. Way to go Tom and the Burke Agency! If you missed the fun not to 
worry as we are going to make this an annual event. 
 
Our April General Membership program will be on April 15th, yep tax day! But this program is not on 
getting more deductions but on the Fire Protection. We will be reviewing NFPA 20 and NFPA 25, 
NFPA 20 covers the installation of stationary pumps and NFPA 25 is the standard for inspection, 
testing and maintenance of water based FP systems. Our presenters are Darrell Underwood, 
President of KYG Consulting, Novi, Michigan and Damon Pietraz, President of Underwood Fire 
Equipment, Novi, Michigan. Darrell brings decades of experience and knowledge to these standards 
and many more. Our program is at the Training Center in Troy. 
 
If you need a little brush up for the 2014 CPD Exam, your hopes have been answered. We are going 
to have a review session that will start at 4:00 pm and conclude at about 7:30 pm. It will be at the 
same time and place as the general membership program on 15th of April. There is no charge for this 
session and dinner will be provided. Bring a flash drive and a copy of the Power-point will be given to 
you. If you need a CPD review book several will be on hand for you to purchase. 
 
Do you know someone that is trying to do plumbing design in your office and appears to be 
struggling? Have you ever needed a bit of information on a plumbing system or just a clear definition? 
Have you ever been stumped by a plumbing project and need direction? If you answered yes to any 
of these questions then you need to get involved with a group of engineers that can answer these 
questions or give you a quick consultation as a professional courtesy. The Eastern Michigan Chapter 
of APSE can do this! We look to bring the best programs we can to the members and sometimes we 
fall short of what you need to make your daily design routines easier and sometimes we are spot on. 
Our quest is to make your plumbing design easier, accurate and correct. 

 
We need your input to make the program relevant and current, thus we need your input. Just respond 
to the email and tell us your needs in the form of technical subject matter topics and we will respond. 
No subject is too small! Send me a note. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to seeing you this month, GO TIGERS! 
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Your President, 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
 
April Program                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Presentation on NFPA 20 & 25 
 
Speakers: Darrell Underwood &Damon Pietraz, 
 
“Things Done wrong” with pictures from the field with what was wrong and what can be learned from 
other people’s mistakes. 
 
Darrell Underwood, President of KGY consulting- Novi, Michigan 
Damon Pietraz, President of Underwood Fire Equipment- Novi, Michigan 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: May 2014 
Several years ago John Nussbaum, my good friend, asked me to step in as 
president for a short while and that turned into three years. I had served as 
president for 6 years a while back and the experience was the same, absolutely 
wonderful. Working with John and the rest of the sitting board has been very 
rewarding. I look forward to staying active in the Chapter as the Legislative 
representative. 
 
Well we had quite a season starting with panel discussions on the Federal 

Reduction of Lead in drinking Water (NSF61) and Piping materials. November brought a presentation 
on LEED for existing buildings, December we looked at Backflow prevention to cap the 2013 year. 
The New Year was kicked off with a session on Water treatment, February was on How to kill a 
Cooling Tower Pump and more. We had some fun last March celebrating World Plumbing Day with a 
technical session on Natural gas design and a “Pinewood Derby Car Race” the we dubbed: “NASPE”. 
We are going to make the NASPE an annual event, so if you missed the fun, not to fret! Last month 
we had a presentation from a well-respected warhorse, Darrell Underwood. He spoke on the NFPA 
Fire Protection codes, thank you Darrell. 
 
We conclude our season with another panel discussion on, Thermal and Hydronic Expansion. It will 
cover the challenges associated with various water heaters, distribution-systems design for various 
building types, and how to design for multiple temperature distribution and pressure zones. Our very 
own, Bill Grayzar will moderate the discussion, good stuff! 
 
Our May general membership meeting is when we have our elections. The current slate Board 
endorsed candidates are as follows: 
 

• President   Bill Grayzer, CPD 

• VP Tech   Brianne Hall, PE, LEED AP 

• VP Treasurer   Pam Hartsell, CPD 

• VP Membership  Amanda Belcher, LEED GA 

• VP Legislative  Joe Hernandez, CPD 

• VP Education  Esteban Cabello, PE, FASPE, CPD 

• Admin. Secretary  John Nussbaum, FASPE, FASSE 

• Corresponding Secretary George Johnston 
 
Nominations from the floor will be initiated at the general membership meeting for any member in 
good standing wishing to seek a board position with a vote to follow for the contested post. I wish  
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to thank the current Board members for all their hard work to the success of our Chapter. It has been 
a pleasure to work with all of you and I have full confidence these wonderful and talented individuals 
will continue to bring future success to our Chapter. 
 
So, what’s next? We are going to schedule our “Planning Workshop” for the program of the 2014-
2015 season in June. You can be assured that we will be partnering with ASSE, AHSRAE to bring 
you the finest technical programs available. Every subject is on the table for consideration. If you, a 
member or not, would like to see a specific topic covered give us a holler and place it on the agenda. 
If you would like to assist on a planning committee, by all means, give us a jingle. As I said many 
times, get involved it’s your Chapter. 
 
Your President, 
 
Joe Hernandez, CPD 
 
May Program                                                                                                                                                                 
Thermal and Hydronic Expansion                                                                                                                                                                           
 
Panel Discussion:                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Moderator Bill Grayzar CPD 
 
This Month’s Program will be a panel discussion on water heater design and sizing and will include 
professionals from the manufacturing, engineering and contracting side of the industry. The goal will 
be to educate our members on all the various water heater designs available, along with their pros & 
cons from specification and performance, to ease of installation and longevity. William Grayzar a 
Mechanical Designer for Di Clemente Siegel located in Southfield Michigan. 
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William Grayzar, President  
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: July 2014 
This will be my first newsletter article as acting President of the Eastern Michigan 
Chapter (EMC) of ASPE.  As my first order of business, I would like to thank last 
year’s president Joe Hernandez and 2013-2014 board for their time and 
dedication in providing a great year of programs and presentations.  
 
On June 7th, 2013 the EMC-ASPE board and some chapter members met to 
plan the calendar for the upcoming 2013-2014 calendar year. We had a lot of 
input from all present and were able to develop a great line up of presentations 
and speakers for the upcoming year. We will again include an early 4:30 PM to 

5:30 PM session covering a variety of topics, including a series on plumbing venting to be provided 
by our own Mr. Mike Melaragni. The earlier sessions will begin in October 2014. Due to popular 
request we will be holding another NASPE racing event in March to celebrate World Plumbing Day 
(WPD).  World Plumbing day is March 11 this year and every year, so mark your calendars and start 
building your NASPE race cars. You can read more about the plans for the upcoming year in Mr. 
John Nussbaum’s Administrative Secretary’s Report included in this newsletter. 
 
Mark your calendars for September 16th, 2014 as this will be our first technical program meeting of 
the 2014-2015 calendar year. The event will be held at the Training Center in Troy. The event is 
scheduled to begin at 5:00 PM with social time and dinner followed by the main presentation at 6:00 
PM.    
 
Members should be receiving the emails from the National Society promoting the upcoming 2014 
Convention and Exposition in Chicago, IL.  This is sure to be a memorable event as the National 
Society will be celebration its 50th anniversary as a society.  Please note the event is being held 
earlier this year, from September 20th through the 24th, 2014, in lieu of October 2014. The national 
society has adjusted the date based on feedback from its members, including those with families, 
who would prefer the event not interfere with Halloween. I encourage anyone who can make the trip 
to attend. The interaction with fellow colleagues, the technical programs and product show are the 
true highlights of the event.  I understand as well as anyone that with travel, hotel, registration fees 
and time off from work the cost to attend the convention becomes prohibitive for many members. 
However, there are many ways to offset these cost. Some ways to offset cost are: see if your 
company will pick-up the registration fee and/or other cost, carpool with fellow attendees to the event 
in Chicago to eliminate air fare cost and reduce travel expenses, see if one of your local suppliers 
would be willing to sponsor your attendance or a portion of it, if you are not opposed to sharing a 
hotel room with a fellow attendee this can also reduce cost.  The National Society is also offering a 
variety of incentives for attendees, such as: first time attendees will receive 50% off their registration 
fee, attendees of the 2013 Technical Symposium  
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in Orlando will receive 30% off their registration for the 2014 Convention. Check the National website 
at aspe.org for a listing of all the discounts being offered.  Remember to get registered for the event 
and reserve a room as soon as possible if you are planning to attend. Although, the society does 
reserve a large block of hotel rooms at a reduced rate for the convention these rooms go fast. Also, if 
you are planning to attend please contact the EMC-ASPE Board we would like to know and may even 
want to carpool with you!  
 
Lastly, I would like thank the members of the EMC-ASPE for your support in electing me President for 
the 2014-2015 calendar year and look forward to seeing you and your guest at the Training Center in 
Troy, MI on September 16th, 2014. 
 
Have a great summer!     
 
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
 
VP Technical  

Brianne Hall, P.E., LEED AP BD+C, CPD 
 
Who is that? Where is Ed?” is what I imagine all of the readers will be thinking 
when they arrive at the VP Technical section of the newsletter. On May 20th, at our 
last program for the calendar year, we held the elections   and installation of the 
2014-2015 ASPE EMC Board of Directors.  I have been elected for the position of 
VP Technical. Thank you to Ed Hawley for the time he has dedicated to the VP 
Technical position. 
 

My name is Brianne Hall. In March, I attended the 2012 Plumbing Code Review where I met John 
Nussbaum and inquired about a CPD review course for the upcoming April exam. It’s been said how 
important first impressions are, and thankfully I must have made a good impression on  John that 
day, as it lead to a whirlwind of  events. 
 
After meeting John, I attended the CPD review course provided by the chapter and took the exam at 
the end of April. I received notification that I passed the CPD exam 3 days after being elected to the 
Board and attended the ASPE Region 2 meeting held in Indianapolis the following weekend. 
 
We recently held our planning session for the 2014-2015 year. We have great list of technical 
programs that are being finalized which will include celebrating World Plumbing Day in March with a 
NASPE Pinewood Derby race. 
 
We will start the year in September by celebrating the 50th Anniversary of ASPE at the convention in 
Chicago! It will be my first convention and I encourage you to consider attending as well. 
 
Our program registration process will be improving next year as we will be utilizing the website, 
www.Eventbrite. com (also available as an app for IOS/Android devices) for our program registration. 
You will be provided with a link in the newsletters, and an invitation via email that will direct you to 
that month’s event webpage on Eventbrite. 

 
Thru that webpage, you will quickly be able to RSVP for the program and I will receive a list of 
registered attendees. The list of attendees will be utilized to create a sign in/sign out sheet for our 
program, which will allow us to issue CEU credit certificates to the attendees for all applicable 
programs! 
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If anyone prefers to RSVP to our events via phone or email, you are welcome to contact me via those 
methods. If you have any suggestions, questions, comments or concerns, please contact me. I’m 
looking forward to an exciting year ahead and will see you in September!     
 
Consultant Report 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE/ASPE 
 
Members Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE as of the beginning of June you are 
embarking on a new era for this chapter. May 20, 2014 an election of officers and 
directors took place with the following results. William Grayzar CPD President, 
Brianne Hall P.E. LEED AP, CPD - VP Tech, Joe Hernandez CPD, VP Legislative, 
Amanda Belcher LEED GA, VP Membership, Mark Lamberson- CPD VP Education, 
Pam Hartsell CPD, Treasurer, John Nussbaum FASPE, Administrative Secretary, 
George Johnston Corresponding Secretary. Board members, Esteban Cabello P.E., Dann Holmes 
region 2 Affiliate, Cindy Zatto Affiliate and Michael Melaragni CPD. This is a group of dedicated ASPE 
members who are committed to giving you the technical programing and seminars that the majority of 
you are seeking, for you and your employees to enhance and improve skills in your professions. 
 
Take note that there is a new balance to the latest board of directors. A younger new professional 
base is now mixed with a few older mainstays who will serve as mentors and will guide and assist 
these new members of the board This year I was unable to attend the ASPE Chapter Presidents 
Meeting.  
 
I was getting some needed physical therapy. Having been the chapter’s immediate past president I 
was elated and pleased with President William Grayzar’s choice of Pam Hartsell CPD, Brianne Hall 
CPD and Dann Holmes to accompany him to this important meeting (these are team players, who like 
William I felt would represent the chapter well). I have reason to be sure that the leadership you have 
put in place on May 20, 2014  is going to make you pleased to be a member of this  unique and 
admired chapter, which has come from a gratifying and respected past, and now promises to have a 
great future. Saturday, June 14, 2014, the planning committee made up of board members and 
guests met for about 5 ½ hours at MCA Detroit. Beginning with a continental breakfast, we came 
away with the 2014/2015 tentative meeting dates and technical educational programs and   
presenters. President Bill Grayzar CPD, VP Education Mark Lamberson CPD and John Nussbaum 
are in the process of confirming, prior to publishing the Plumbing Design ASPE Handbook & Vender 
Classes brochure by the end  of July. The planning committee has heard you and has selected 
programing and speakers that we believe will encourage you, the design professional, to attend the 
ASPE EMC meetings. After the ASPE convention they will meet again to determine the most valuable 
seminars for the members. In closing I would remind all of you that this is your chapter. The officers 
and directors deserve your support and input. They are also looking for new people to come forward 
and attend board meetings, which are open meetings. Who knows, maybe you will want to become a 
member of the board and bring new ideas that will meet your expectations of what the plumbing 
design professional and plumbing industry is in of. 
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Congratulations! 
To Tony D’ Ascenzo, MCA Detroit board member, ASPE and president of 
Guardian Plumbing & Heating of Livonia, Michigan for his recent appointment to 
Chairman of thee State Plumbing Board 
 
Welcome To ASPE’S 50TH Anniversary Celebration 
September 18, 2014 marks the 50th anniversary of the incorporation of the 
American Society of Plumbing Engineers. From a small group of forward-thinking 
plumbing industry professionals in Southern California, the Society has grown into 
a leading voice in the global plumbing engineering community, with more than 6,000 members 
internationally and a strong presence in the worldwide construction industry. 
 
To celebrate the Society's 50 years of achievements in advancing the plumbing industry, ASPE has 
created this website to honor the past and look forward to the future. We invite you to look around 
and learn more about the roots of our Society, the challenges and triumphs, our leaders, partners, 
and, most importantly, our members. 
 
September Program                                                                                                                                                       
New Michigan boiler Rules   
                                                                                                                                                               
Speaker: Dave Stenrose, Assistant Chief, Boiler Division, Department of Licensing and Regulatory 
Affairs. 
 
Discussion will include Boiler law through the years, Boiler division today, Boilers & Violations, Recent 
changes in the boiler rules, types of boilers and heaters. Rule 408,4031-Installations comply with 
Mechanical, Plumbing and Electrical Codes. Rule 408.4187 (prevent contamination of potable water 
supply), what does an inspector look for? Additional CSD-1 control requirements, Rule 408,4027. 
CSD-1 adopted.  
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: September 2014 
September and the start of the 2014-2015 ASPE-EMC Program Calendar Year 
is upon us. Our first Technical Program of the year, “Review of the Recently 
Updated Michigan Boiler Code” will be held on September 16th, 2014 at the 
Training Center in Troy. The event is scheduled to begin at 5:00 PM with social 
time and dinner followed by the main presentation at 6:00 PM. Plan to arrive at 
5:00 PM as there will be numerous Boiler and Water Heater Vendors on site 
presenting their latest innovations and products. 
 
This year the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE will be utilizing an electronic 

form of registration. All members should have received an electronic registration request from 
“Eventbrite” for the September 16th meeting. If you have not received an electronic invitation, please 
contact Ms. Brianne Hall, ASPE-EMC V.P. Technical. Electronic registration is being utilized to 
benefit you our members, by allowing the board to help our members track their attendance at 
meeting and verify their Continuing Education Credits (CEU’s) required for a variety of certifications. 
Also, with the electronic registration, should a member be audited by the National Society, the 
Eastern Michigan Chapter will be in a much better position to aid them in producing attendance 
documentation, which they may have misplaced or discarded. So please, if you have not already 
done so, please complete your Electronic Registration for the September 16th meeting. You can also 
register by contacting Brianne directly. 
 
The National Society 2014 Convention and Exposition in Chicago, IL is almost here. This is sure to 
be a memorable event as the National Society will be celebration its 50th anniversary as a society.  
The event is being held, from September 20th through the 24th, 2014. If you will be attending, please 
contact the EMC-ASPE Board, we would like to know, and may even want to carpool with you! 
 
Can't attend the 2014 Convention and Exposition in person but want to take advantage of the 
learning opportunities and earn continuing education credits? This year the National Society is 
offering virtual educational sessions that you can enjoy right from your home or office. These 
sessions are presented live from the Convention in Chicago, IL. Each session is 75 minutes and you 
will earn .125 CEUs per session! The cost for each session is $125.00 for ASPE members and 
$175.00 for non-members. Check the Convention training information on the National Societies 
website at ASPE.org for more information. 
 
You can also receive CEU’s by attending the local chapter’s monthly meetings. All members should 
have received a copy of the Eastern Michigan Chapter 2014-2015 Program Calendar in early August. 
If not, please contact any of the ASPE-EMC Board Members to receive a copy.  
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Feel free to share the Program Calendar with your fellow co-workers and colleagues. Perhaps, you 
may even want to invite them to attend a meeting or two as your guest. 
 
Professional Engineers take note, ASPE-EMC is also attempting to register applicable seminars with 
the State of Michigan to allow P.E.’s to obtain a portion of their required CEU;s as well. We will keep 
you posted as more information becomes available. 
 
I look forward to seeing the chapter members and guest at the Training Center in Troy, MI on 
September 16th, 2014. 
 
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
 
Consultant Report                                                                                                                                                 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE/ASPE 
 
Professional Engineers, while attending a recent ESD Construction & Design Committee Meeting I 
was made privy to the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs Professional Engineers 
General Provisions, Part 4 Continuing Education PE CEU Requirements, Educational Education 
Updates. If you have yet to see and review them, I suggest you may want to do so particularly Rule 
40 as specified in R 339.16042. Rule (2) of 339.16041 Continuing education hours shall be relevant 
to the occupation and may be earned as stated in the document (a) through (j) (3) & (4). (5) 
Continuing education hours shall not be earned (a) through (d). (6) Conversion of other units of credit 
per renewal cycle shall be as stated (a) through (e) 4 continuing education hours. (f). R 339.16042 
Continuing education hours required; renewal. Rule 42 a license held for more than 12 months but 
less than 24 months from the date of licensure shall obtain 15 hours of continuing education.  
 
The Eastern Michigan chapter ASPE is committed to having CEU credited educational programing at 
its monthly meetings as often as possible as well as its half and or one day seminars. For those of 
you who are CPD’s the American Society of Plumbing Engineers requires a total of 24 Recertification 
Units Required; Education and professional development Programs Issuing CEU’s or PDH’s 
Minimum of Maximum Distribution of 24 Recertification Units required; Education and Professional 
Development Programs Issuing CEU’s or PDH’s-Minimum of 12 Units (50%); Additional Education 
and Professional Development Programs-Maximum of 12 RU’s (50%); Higher Education and 
Professional Development Courses- Maximum of 6 RU”s (25%); Advanced Professional Activities-
Maximum of 6 RU’s (25%). Your VP Tech. Brianne Hall PE, CPD, LEED AP BD+C through the new 
registration process of attendees, will utilize the sign in / sign out sheet for our programs, which will 
allow us to issue CEU credit certificates to the PE’s and CPD attendees for all applicable programs. 
Viega joins ASPE CEU Provider Program.  
 
The improvements your president Bill Grayzar CPD and the newly elected board of directors working 
as a team have put in place is expected to make the 2014/15 an exciting and successful year for the 
Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE. 
 
NEW SESSION ON VENTING EACH MONTH 
Speakers Mike Melaragni & /or Paul Baker of the Plumbing Industry Training Center beginning 
OCTOBER, 4:30 PM. 
 
Beginning October 14, 2014, the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE will be hosting a series of 
Plumbing Venting Design classes from 4:30 PM to 5:30 PM in addition to our technical program. The 
Plumbing Venting Design classes will be a detailed step-by-step review of the updated Chapter 9 
Vents section of the 2012 Michigan Plumbing Code. Required text: 2012 Michigan Plumbing Code & 
ASPE Data Book Volume 2-current edition. The instructor(s) for the Plumbing Venting Design 
Classes will be Mr. Mike Melaragni, CPD &or Mr. Paul Baker 
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Chapter Affiliate Liaison –  
Dann Holmes ASPE Region 2 Affiliate Liaison  
 
Let me begin this article by expressing what an honor it is to be your ASPE Region 2 
Affiliate Liaison. For the past few years it has been a goal of mine to reach out to 
every chapter that makes up our Great Lakes Region. May 30th & 31st of this year I 
attended the Region 2 Presidents meeting held in Indianapolis, IN. It was hosted by 
our Central Indiana Chapter. They did a wonderful job making everyone feel at home 
and amongst friends. During our annual meeting, I volunteered to write a monthly newsletter article 
not just for the ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter where I reside but to all our chapters. Writing is one 
way for me to communicate to you; visiting each chapter is another. The latter makes for better two-
way conversation and interaction, but the logistics are tougher. 
 
Before I start making travel plans across our Region though, how about we try and introduce 
ourselves at ASPE’s 50th Anniversary Celebration during the 2014 Convention (20th-24th) and Expo 
(22nd-23rd) in September at the McCormick Place in Chicago? I’ll be there walking the show, talking 
with engineers, manufactures, regulators, other certifying bodies and/or working in the NSF booth 
(#530). I’ll be interested to know what topics and subjects you’d like to read about. A plumbing 
engineer references plumbing standards every day; have you ever wondered how a standard is 
written? How are they revised? You might have questions concerning performance testing of kitchen 
and lavatory faucets, shower heads, or thermostatic mixing valves. What about plastic pipe and 
fittings? What kind of tests do these materials really go through? Can you trust them as a substitute 
for steel pipe or ductile iron pipe? What affect does chlorine or chloramines have? Will allowing these 
materials really add Value Engineering to your project? It might surprise you to learn that the amount 
of water allowed to leak from a PE piping system servicing a population of 100,000 per year is ZERO; 
for PVC pipe it’s 12,059,942 gallons and for ductile iron pipe it’s 13,340,643 gallons! All the while 
we’re looking at ways to save drops of water at the end of our faucet. As an industry we can do much 
better and by working together we will. 
 
I’m hoping to hear from you over the next few months on topics you’d like to have addressed. I’d like 
to get your input so we can start a dialogue in print prior to me meeting you in person. Let me 
conclude by congratulating ASPE on their 50th Anniversary. The progress that has been made over 
these years by plumbing engineers as well as those who write and enforce the plumbing codes is 
astonishing. The importance of plumbing standards and the licensed professional plumbers who 
follow the proper installation method is paramount, as more lives have been saved by the plumbing 
profession than by any other. Let me conclude by congratulating ASPE on their 50th Anniversary. 
The progress that has been made over these years by plumbing engineers as well as those who write 
and enforce the plumbing codes is astonishing. The importance of plumbing standards and the 
licensed professional plumbers who follow the proper installation method is paramount, as more lives 
have been saved by the plumbing profession than by any other.                                      
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: October 2014 
The ASPE National Society officially celebrated its 50th Anniversary, during the 
2014 Convention and Exposition in Chicago, IL on September 20th through the 
24th, 2014. The Eastern Michigan Chapter was very well represented at the 
2014 Convention and Exposition. During the first two days of the event the 
Eastern Michigan Chapter delegates attended the National Society Business 
meetings. During the business meeting various proposed Bylaw revisions were 
voted on and the National Society board members for the next two year cycle 
were elected. I would personally like to thank current past President Mr. William 
(Bill) F. Hughes Jr., CPD, LEED AP, FASPE, for his previous four years of 

service and recognize the ASPE Board of Directors for the fantastic job they have done over the past 
two years. I would also like to congratulate Mr. Mitch Clemente, CPD for being elected to serve as the 
National Society President for the 2014-2016 cycle and also congratulate the newly elected 2014-
2016 ASPE Board of Directors. You can visit the Nationals website at ASPE.org for a full listing of the 
newly elected Board of Directors During the business meeting the Eastern Michigan Chapter Vice 
President of Membership Amada Belcher was awarded 
the Membership Retention Award; nice job Amanda! 
Eastern Michigan also was presented with the Chapter 
Award of Merit and recognized with a Certificate of 
Appreciation for their donation to the National Society 
Research Foundation. Chapter delegates (reading left to 
right) Pam Hartsell, myself, Amanda Belcher, Mark 
Lamberson and Brianne Hall can be seen proudly 
displaying our chapter awards in the photo to the right. 
Members Hank Kapello, Ron George and Dave Jones 
joined us at the technical sessions. A host of other 
members, representatives and vendors (too many to list) 
joined on the Exposition floor on Monday and Tuesday. 
Even our Michigan State Plumbing Division Chief Joe 
Madziar and Past Plumbing Division Chief Robert G. 
Konyndyk were in attendance. Members Mark 
Lamberson, Pam Hartsell and myself managed to get a 
picture with Mr. Joe Madziar on the Exposition floor. 
 
During the convention the delegates and chapter 
members were able to enjoy some of Chicago’s finest  
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attractions such as Soldier Field, The 
Hancock Building and Navy Pier just to 
name a few. Members (left to right) 
Mark Lamberson, George Johnston, 
Brianne Hall, Ron George, Esteban 
Cabello, Amanda Belcher, Pam Hartsell 
and I enjoyed an evening cruise through 
downtown Chicago on behalf of New 
Age Castings. If you have never 
attended an ASPE symposium or 
convention, I encourage you to talk to 
one of the Eastern Michigan Chapter 
members to find out what you are 
missing. I would also like to thank Pam 
Hartsell for the photos. 
 
Moving on to our local chapter, did you know that next year the Eastern Michigan chapter will 
celebrate its 40th anniversary as a chartered chapter of ASPE. 
 

I am hopeful that will have a lot to 
celebrate with all of the changes being 
implemented this year. Our Technical 
Program this month is one I am sure 
you won’t want to miss. Mr. Mark 
Lamberson, CPD of Limbach Company 
will be discussing “Building Information 
Modeling (BIM)”. This will also be the 
start of our venting class series being 
presented by Messrs. Mike Melaragni 
and Paul Baker. The venting class is 
scheduled to begin at 4:30 PM and the 
Technical Session at 6:00 PM. Both will 
be held on October 14th, 2014 at the 
Training Center in Troy. Please 
remember to complete your online 
registrations and to sign-in and out of 
each class and technical session to 
obtain your CEU’s. I look forward to 

seeing the chapter members and guests at the Training Center in Troy, MI on October 14th, 2014.   
 
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
 
VP-Technical  
Brianne Hall, P.E., LEED AP BD+C, CPD 
                                                                                                                                                                                        
Thank you to our presenter, Dave Stenrose and everyone who attended our September 2014 
meeting! Dave is the Assistant Chief of the Boiler Division and reviewed the history and changes to 
the Michigan Boiler Rules. Two violations discussed can be prevented by any of us in our varying 
roles on the construction site by understanding the permit requirements. The 1st violation is boiler 
installation prior to securing an approved permit for installation. Installation includes  
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providing electrical, gas, steam, or water connections to the boiler prior to receiving the permit. The 
second violation is boiler operation prior to an inspection and issuance of a valid inspection certificate 
at the completion of installation. Operating the boiler without a valid certificate is a misdemeanor on 
part of the owner, use or operator punishable by imprisonment for not more than 60 days, or by a fine 
of not more than $500, or both. Each day of unlawful operation is a separate offense. 
 
 Winter approaching and there is an important exemption to know about the permit requirements. 
Under emergency circumstances, the installation and operation of a boiler prior to obtaining a permit 
for installation or valid inspection may be allowed. Circumstances considered for this exception 
include the protection of health and safety, restoring critical production or restoring business 
operations. If these circum- stances apply, notify the boiler division, and upon completion by the 
mechanical inspector of the fuel train and venting installation and successful completion of the start-
up checks, the boiler may be operated. Permit application is still required and must be received by 
the division within 7 working days. 
 
The 2013 Boiler Rules are available for download here: 
http://michigan.gov/documents/lara/lara_bcc_boiler_code_ rules_2013_print_version_438828_7.pdf 
 
A few days after our September meeting, the 50th Anniversary ASPE Convention and Exposition was 
held in Chicago. As a new member to the board and my first time attending the exposition, I was 
excited to see the energy of my fellow board members as we attended meetings, technical sessions, 
and made connections with other chapters and industry professionals in an effort to provide our 
members with a positive membership experience. 
 
One discussion I participated in was regarding the documentation requirements for CPD 
recertification. It is under consideration to revise the process requiring the submission of proof of your 
credits when submitting your recertification application. This change has not been implemented 
however under the current recertification process, you are subject to audit requiring proof of your 
credits. In order to assist you with proof of credits, we are providing you with a certificate for 
attendance at our meetings. Please sign in when you arrive and sign out upon the completion of the 
meeting in order to receive your certificate. 
 
This link provides members with a personal log to track your credits for recertification: 
https://aspe.org/CEUList I recommend uploading your technical meeting certificate each month to 
keep your log up to date. Don’t forget that you can earn credits thru the section on the ASPE website, 
“Read, Learn, Earn”. Read an article, complete the quiz with a 90% or higher and receive 0.1 PDH! 
 
Consultant Report  
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE/ASPE 
 
Professional Engineers, while attending a recent ESD Construction & Design Committee Meeting I 
was made privy to the Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs Professional Engineers 
General Provisions, Part 4 Continuing-Education PE CEU Requirements Update. If you have yet to 
see and review them I suggest you may want to do so The Eastern Michigan chapter of ASPE is  
committed  to having CEU credited educational programing at its monthly meetings as often as 
possible as well as its half and or one day seminars. For those of you who are CPD’s the  
American Society of Plumbing Engineers requires a total of 24 Recertification Units over 24 months. 
Minimum and Maximum Distribution of 24 Recertification Units Required; Education and Professional 
Development Programs Issuing CEU’s or PDH’s-Minimum of 12 Units (50%); Additional Education 
and Professional Development Programs-Maximum of 12 RU’s (50%); Higher Education and 
Professional Development Courses-Maximum of 6 RU”s (25%); Advanced Professional Activities-
Maximum of 6 RU’s (25%). Your VP Tech. Brianne Hall PE, CPD, LEED AP BD+C through the new 
registration process of attendees, will utilize the sign in / sign out sheet for our programs, which will  

http://michigan.gov/documents/lara/lara_bcc_boiler_code_%20rules_2013_print_version_438828_7.pdf
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allow us to issue CEU credit certificates to the PE’s and CPD attendees for all applicable programs. 
Viega joins ASPE CEU Provider Program. The improvements your president Bill Grayzar CPD and 
the newly elected board of directors working as a team have put in place is expected to make the 
2014/15 an exciting and successful year for the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE. 
 
VP Education                                                                                                                                                                         
Mark Lamberson, CPD 
                                                                                                                                                                  
And so it begins. After months of planning and hard work, the first technical 
session has taken place. In my opinion, it was a great success. I won't pull the 
wool over anyone's eyes, though. My fellow board members have graciously 
coaxed me through my   first   attempt   at   putting   these sessions together, and 
there is still a lot to do. I commend them for all of the hard work they have put forth 
to give us the best technical sessions possible. 
 
I joined the board in June as your Education Committee Chair. In May, I was thinking "I would like to 
be more involved in the chapter. I am at all of the meetings anyway." After the June planning meeting, 
I was thinking "What did I get myself into?" All jokes aside, this has been a great experience, thus far, 
and I hope to be part of a process that will improve our chapter and reinvigorate interest in the 
betterment of plumbing on a local scale. If you have a need, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
On another note, the ASPE convention takes place this coming week. This article is actually being 
written from a seat on the Amtrak 365 train bound for Chicago. I should have upgraded to business 
class, by the way! I am attending as a first-timer and a delegate for our chapter. I am extremely 
excited to meet our counterparts from across the country and see how their chapters are faring...and 
maybe glean a thing or two for our own. The technical sessions at the convention are of great interest 
to me, as well. Our intent is to bring back as much information for the use of our members, as 
possible, and begin the planning process for future technical sessions, and other activities. I will be 
reporting on the outcome in next month's newsletter. On October the 14th, I will be presenting on the 
topic of BIM. I will do my best to keep it engaging. I have an uncanny interest in the topic, and I learn 
new things all of the time. I would be very interested in your input before, during, and after the 
presentation. 
 
If you can make it out, please join us for dinner and the BIM Lifecycle presentation. Don't forget... The 
plumbing vent design classes have their inaugural kick off at 4:30, as well. I hope to see you there. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: November 2014 
If you missed the EMC-ASPE October venting class and technical session on 
BIM you missed a great meeting. Messrs. Mike Melaragni, CPD and Paul Baker 
provided a great class on the Fundamentals of Venting and Individual Vents and 
Mark Lamberson, CPD from Limbach did a masterful job of explaining the 
various levels and uses of BIM. I would like to personally thank our sponsors for 
the event: Limbach Company Inc., Imagine it and Victaulic for their support at the 
October meeting. 
 
 If you are looking to obtain CEU’s for your professional accreditations you 

cannot afford to miss the upcoming full day seminar on January 21, 2015 with renowned Hydronic 
expert Mr. John Siegenthaler, P.E. This seminar will cover topics such as: Hydraulic Separation 
beyond Primary/Secondary, Distribution Efficiency and Low Power Pumping, Low Temperature 
Distribution the Future of Hydronic’s and A Survey of Mixing Options in Hydronic Systems. Mark your 
calendars now for this informative seminar. A flier has been distributed with additional information 
about the seminar. Cost will be $149.00 per person for the full day seminar January 21, 2015. Mr. 
Siegenthaler will also be hosting our joint technical session with ASHRAE January 20, 2015, covering 
“Unique Hydronic Details for Domestic Water Heating”. These are meetings you won’t want to miss!  
 
World Plumbing Day is March 11th every year… everywhere! Due to popular demand we will again 
be hosting a NASPE race to celebrate World Plumbing Day. This will follow our March 10, 2015 
technical session on “Pathogen Control by Design” to be presented by Jeff Gallagher, P.E. of Viega.  

What is a NASPE race, you ask NASPE is a cross between 
NASCAR and ASPE. It is a timed car race similar to a Cub Scout 
Pinewood Derby. We will be looking for car designs that represent 
World Plumbing Day, plumbing products, plumbing tools, etc. If you 
are interested in participating and need to get a car kit you can 
contact any of the chapter board members. I will have car kits 
available at the monthly meetings. Yes, it is a kit and you will have 

to build a car according to the rules that are provided in the flier and in your car kit. The car kits are 
free to ASPE members. One kit will be provided to each participating member. A flier has been 
distributed with details; if you did not receive one please contact me. 
 
November 18, 2014 at the Plumbing Industry Training Center, ASPE EMC will host our next venting 
class “Common Venting” and Technical Programs on “Commercial Kitchen Drainage” and “Elevator 
Code Changes, The venting class is slated to begin at 4:30 PM and the Technical Sessions at 6:00 
PM. Please remember to complete your online registrations and to sign-in and out of each class and 
technical session to obtain your CEU’s. I look forward to seeing the chapter members and guest at 
the Training Center in Troy, MI on November 18, 2014.        
                                                                                                    
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
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President’s Report: December 2014 
December is here and the Christmas Holiday is approaching fast, as is the 
December 18th registration deadline to sign-up for the January 21st, 2014 
“Contemporary Hydronics” seminar with Mr. John Siegenthaler, P.E., so don’t 
delay, get your registration form completed and sent to Mr. John Nussbaum at 
MCA Detroit today. Seminar information and registration form are included within 
this newsletter. Please note there will NOT be an electronic registration provided 
for this seminar. I hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful Thanksgiving with family 
and friends. With November behind us and the holiday shopping spree in full 
swing, once again it’s time for the hunters to set aside their rifles and pull out the 

Christmas decorations. 
 
 During the Thanksgiving and Christmas Holidays it is always a time for reflection and giving thanks. 
In keeping with tradition, I would personally like to thank all of our local manufacturers’ 
representatives who continue to support ASPE EMC with donations representatives who continue to 
support ASPE EMC with donations and table top displays for our monthly meetings. I would also like 
to thank the chapter members, friends and affiliates who support the chapter by taking time out of 
their busy schedules to attend the monthly technical programs   and seminars. I also thank all of the 
ASPE EMC board members who take the time and put forth the effort to keep our chapter running 
successfully. Because of all of you we have an exceptional chapter that is highly regarded by the 
National Society. I thank each and every one of you, and wish you the best this holiday season!  
 
I would like to remind chapter members that this is your ASPE chapter and you are encouraged to 
voice any questions, comments or concerns you may have to any of the ASPE EMC board members. 
Your input helps the board to continue to provide the technical programs desired by you, our 
members, and to keep our chapter running smoothly. However, also remember to not only ask what 
ASPE EMC board members. Your input helps the board to continue to provide the technical 
programs desired by you, our members, and to keep our chapter running smoothly. However, also 
remember to not only ask what ASPE EMC can do for you, but also what can you do for ASPE EMC. 
Just in case you are not aware, as a member of the ASPE EMC chapter, you are welcome, and 
encouraged, to attend any of the board meetings or technical programs provided by the chapter. If 
you are interested in attending a board meeting, please note they are typically held every month one 
week in advance of the technical program. However, they are not held at the same location as the 
technical program they are held at MCA Detroit located on 8 Mile Road just east of Greenfield Road. 
If you have a desire to become more involved with ASPE EMC or just want to see what the ASPE 
EMC board actually does, feel free to attend a board meeting or two and see the efforts put forth by 
the board that keeps ASPE EMC in place as one of the best chapters in the National Society. 
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I look forward to seeing you, our ASPE EMC members, along with your guest at our upcoming 
meeting on December 16th, 2014 at the Plumbing Industry Training Center for our next venting class 
covering “Horizontal Wet Vent and Vertical Wet Vent” and Technical Programs on “Emergency 
Fixture Design & Engineering” and “Scald Prevention, The venting class is scheduled to begin at 4:30 
PM and the Technical Sessions at 6:00 PM. Please remember to complete your online registrations 
and to sign-in and out of each class and technical session to obtain your CEU’s. 

 
 
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
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President’s Report: January 2015 
I hope everyone enjoyed a wonderful Christmas and New Year’s Eve! With the 
Holiday season behind us and the 2015 calendar year beginning it is time to get 
back to business. The same is true for the ASPE EMC. We have a lot going on 
in 2015 We are starting of 2015 with a bang with the January 20th joint technical 
meeting with ASHRAE covering “Unique Hydronic Details for Domestic water 
Heating” and the January 21st, 2015 “Contemporary Hydronics” seminar both 
featuring Mr. John Siegenthaler, P.E. We will also be continuing with the venting 
class series with “Circuit Venting” being covered by Messrs. Michael Melaragni, 
CPD and Paul Baker. The venting class is scheduled to begin at 4:30 PM and 

the Technical Sessions at 6:00 PM. Please remember to complete your online registrations and to 
sign-in and out of each class, technical session and seminar to obtain your CEU’s. 
 
Coming in February is the Annual Awards Banquet on Saturday, February 7, 2015 at the Shriner’s 
Conference Center in Southfield. The banquet begins at 6:00pm. Look for additional information in 
the Administrative Secretary’s Report. On February 17th, 2015 at the Plumbing Industry Training 
Center will be another venting class covering “Waste Stack Vent and Island Fixture Venting” and 
Technical Programs on “Storm Water Drainage Design, Including Siphonic Drainage” In March we 
have the recognition of World Plumbing Day and our 2nd annual NASPE Race. Remember if you 
need a race car kit they are free to members. The kits will be available at the technical meetings in 
January and February or you can contact any one of the board members. 
 
If you are thinking about taking on a more active role in ASPE EMC, our annual elections will be 
coming soon for the 2015-2016 calendar year. If you are considering becoming a board member or 
board officer or know someone else who may be considering it, please let someone on the current 
board know so we get them added to our annual election ballot. Election Ballots will be distributed to 
all members in good standing sometime in April. At our May meeting will be our annual induction of 
the new board for the upcoming year. As you can see there is a lot going on in the next few months. 
The 2014-2015 ASPE EMC Board has been working very hard to bring you quality programs with 
topics requested and that directly relate to the daily job tasks performed by our members and 
affiliates. I certainly hope you are utilizing & benefiting from the resources being provided. Hope to 
see you at the Plumbing Industry Training Center on January 20th, 2015   
 
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
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VP Technical                                                                                                                                                                
Brianne Hall, P.E., LEED AP BD+C, CPD 
 
Happy New Year! Thank you to the sponsors, instructors, speakers and those who attended our 
December meeting! Our design class series continued in December with our instructors, Mike 
Melaragni and Paul Baker, reviewing Horizontal and Vertical Wet Vents. The January design class 
will cover Circuit Venting. The technical sessions for the December meeting covered two topics, 
Emergency Fixture Design and Engineering and Scald Prevention. 
 
Travis McKnight, a representative for Guardian Plumbing, reviewed Emergency Fixture Design and 
Engineering. He began his presentation with a discussion on understanding the regulatory agency 
requirements. OSHA requires that suitable facilities for quick drenching or flushing of the eyes and 
body be provided within the work area for immediate use, however does not provide specific 
guidelines for meeting this requirement. ANSI developed standard ANSI Z358.1 to provide the 
guideline for emergency fixture design, performance, maintenance, etc. The Michigan Plumbing 
Code, Section 411.1 requires emergency showers and eyewash stations to conform to ANSI Z358.1. 
 
In addition to discussing the regulatory agencies, a review was provided with photos of different types 
of emergency fixtures such as eye/face washes, drench hoses, freeze- resistant fixtures, the types of 
materials the fixtures may be constructed from, and available accessories for the fixtures. An 
important component to provide in emergency fixture design is a thermostatic mixing valve. 
Thermostatic mixing valves for emergency fixtures conforming to ASSE 1071 will limit the 
temperature from being set above 100°F. Per ANSI Z358.1, emergency fixtures are required to 
deliver tepid water, which is defined as 60°F-100°F. 
 
The mixing valve is designed to utilize only cold water to meet the minimum flow requirements of the 
emergency fixture in the event of a hot water failure. In the event of a cold water failure, the mixing 
valves are designed to shut off the hot water flow to prevent the user from being scalded. 
Scald prevention is an important aspect of hot water system design. Ron George, CPD and President 
of Plumb-Tech Design & Consulting Service, LLC, discussed this topic as the 2nd technical session 
at the December meeting. 
 
Ron reviewed the findings in studies completed to determine the amount of exposure time before a 
serious scald burn would occur. It was found that adults exposed to 120°F water would have up to 8 
minutes before a serious scald burn would start to develop. For children and the elderly, it would 
require less time due to thinner skin. A chart displaying the degree of burn based on time and water 
temperature can be found here: 
 
http://www.scaldprevention.org/images/time%20vs%20 temperature%20full.JPG 
Scald prevention requires proper hot water system design including ASSE certified mixing valves, 
installation and maintenance. Additional information can be found on the following website: 
http://www.scaldprevention.org/ 
 
Our January meeting will be a joint meeting with the Detroit ASHRAE Chapter. Our speaker, John 
Siegenthaler, will be presenting on Unique Hydronic Details for Domestic Water Heating. Additional 
information and registration for the Design Class on Venting and Technical Session can be found 
here: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ 
aspe-emc-january-2015-technical-program- registration-15107062631 

. 

 
 
 

http://www.scaldprevention.org/
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Consultant’s Report:                                                                                                                                                 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE/ASPE 
 
As we begin 2015 it’s time to look back and reflect on those associations who helped make the 
Plumbing and Mechanical Industry in Southeastern Michigan the remarkable industry it is today. 
ASPE, ASSE and MBPA, whose members come from all the plumbing and mechanical and related 
disciplines inclusive of the design professionals, contractors, organized labor, manufacturers and 
their representatives. Once a year these organizations recognize one of their own at the ASSE/ 
ASPE Awards Banquet. On Saturday February 7th 2015 this annual event (which began in 1972) will 
take place at the Shriners Silver Garden Events Center in Southfield. 
 
This year’s event is special because the Michigan Chapters of the American Society of Sanitary 
Engineering (ASSE), the American Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE) and the Michigan 
Backflow Prevention Association (MBPA) wish to Honor the Detroit affiliate of the Mechanical 
Contractors Association of America (MCA DETROIT) for its support in man hours and resources for 
the past 26 years of my participation within these organizations. I’ve been and still remain the liaison 
between these organizations and MCA Detroit. MCA Detroit staff has worked with me to provide the 
ASPE/ASSE newsletter which has been judged as one of the best in the plumbing industry. This year 
the awards will include special awards to MCA staff members Theresa Green and Cassandra 
Mudloff. The John R. Lifetime Achievement Award presentation will be given for the first time since 
2006 to an individual who has promoted public health, safety and the betterment of the plumbing 
Industry. This year’s other award winners were carefully selected by their respective organizations 
and are well known throughout the plumbing industry in Southeastern Michigan. The awards are the 
Albert Cohen Award (Inspector of the Year), the John E. Matthews Award (Engineer of the Year), the 
Larry Burkheiser Backflow Award (Cross Connection Person of the Year), Malcolm Wallace Award 
(Manufacturers Representative of the Year), and the much coveted L. Glen Shields Award 
(established by the ASSE Michigan Chapter in 1972). Two mechanical engineering students will be 
the recipients of scholarship money from the John E. Matthews Scholarship Fund. 
 
This year’s keynote speaker is Julius Ballanco, P.E., CPD, and FASPE. Julius is a well-known 
graduate of Stevens Institute of Technology; he is both a Registered Professional Engineer and a 
Licensed Master Plumber. He is president of J.B Engineering and Code Consulting, P.C. He will keep 
you well informed and entertained; you won’t want to miss this! Also in attendance will be national 
representatives of ASSE, ASPE and IAPMO. Attendees will be receiving a 16 page complimentary 
booklet of this historic evening’s event including a brief history leading up to the merger of the 
associations into MCA Detroit in 2006. This history will be presented on two plaques. One plaque will 
be displayed at the Plumbing Industry Training Center and the other will be housed at MCA Detroit.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
The plaques will be presented to representatives from the Plumbing Industry Training Center and 
MCA Detroit. I am hoping you will come out and take part in this historic event honoring MCA Detroit. 
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ASSE International Region 4 Director 
Paul A. Baker 
 
Hello and Happy New Year! Here’s hoping that everyone had a great holiday 
season. Before I begin, I think this may be a good time to take a moment to 
introduce myself. I am a member of Plumbers Local 98 and the lead instructor for 
Plumbers Local 98 Training Center where I teach plumbing and related subjects to 
the apprentice and journey plumbers of the Local Union. I am also the ASSE 
International Region 4 Director. This position, as a member of the ASSE Board of 

Directors, has placed me in a long line of Michigan Chapter members that have had the opportunity 
to make a contribution to ASSE on an international level. I hope to continue the tradition of strong 
Michigan Chapter participation at the international level. 
 
This new year I will begin contributing a report on the news from the ASSE Board of Directors 
meetings. I hope that this will be informative and that it will open lines of communication that will be 
beneficial to the Michigan Chapter members. My original intent is for this to be a quarterly report after 
the Board of Director meetings, however if something of note happens, I will certainly report on it. 
 
The ASSE Annual Meeting was held November 4-7, 2Oklahoma City. This meeting saw the election 
of new officers, of note, Doug Marion was elected to succeed Steve Silber as ASSE International 
President and Dana Colombo was elected to the position of Vice President. The Michigan Chapter 
was well represented at the Awards Presentations. Our very own Barry Pines received the Patrick J. 
Higgins award for his work on codes and standards; he was also honored with the ASSE Fellow. 
Congratulations Barry, these awards are well deserved. 
 
That’s all I have for now. I am always present at the joint ASPE/ ASSE monthly meetings. I believe 
that you may have seen me before and now that I have introduced myself I hope  to meet you at 
future meetings and hear your ideas on the future of the Michigan Chapter and ASSE International. 
Hope to see you soon. 
 

American Society of Sanitary Engineering                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Michigan Chapter                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

Presents 

                                                             The Annual Meeting & Awards Banquet 
Saturday, February 7, 2015 – 6:00 PM                                                                                                                                                                                             

Shriners Conference Center 
                                                                         24350 Southfield Road, Southfield MI 48075 

                                                                               Open Bar – Dinner- Entertainment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Keynote Speaker – JULIUS 

BALLANCO, P.E., CPD, 

FASSE 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: February 2015 
Our 2015 ASPE program year started with a “BANG” with the January 20th joint 
technical meeting with ASHRAE covering “Unique Hydronic Details for Domestic 
water Heating” and the January 21st, 2015 “Contemporary Hydronic” seminar 
were both well attended. I would like personally thank our speaker, for the 
meeting and seminar, Mr. John Siegenthaler, P.E. for providing us with great 
topics and subject matter. If you were unable to attend, you can read the 
February V.P. Technical Report for a good overview. 
 
Our Annual Awards Banquet was held Saturday, February 7, 2015 at the 

Shriner’s Conference Center in Southfield. The banquet began at 6:00pm. 
 
On February 17th, 2015 at the Plumbing Industry Training Center will be another venting class 
covering “Waste Stack Vent and Island Fixture Venting” and Technical Programs on “Storm Water 
Drainage Design, Including Siphonic Drainage” presented by Mr. Ron George of Plumb-Tech Design 
& Consulting Services, LLC. 
 
Recognition of World Plumbing Day (March 9th, 2015), our March Technical Session and our 2nd 
annual NASPE Race will be occurring on March 10th , 2015 and will be here before you know it. Get 
your car kits now and get building. Remember if you need a race car kit they are free to members. 
The kits will be available at the February Technical Meetings or you can contact any of the board 
members to get your kit. 
 
Are you thinking about becoming CPD certified? EMC-ASPE will be providing a review course on 
March 28th at MCA Detroit located at 14801 W. 8 Mile road, Detroit, MI. The 2015 official exam dates 
are April 9-10, 2015. Online registration closes March 12, 2015. To be eligible to take the CPD 
examination, a candidate must possess: 
 

• A minimum of four years of experience in a position of responsibility for the design of 
plumbing systems and possess a baccalaureate degree in a field related to engineering 

• In lieu of an accredited degree, a candidate may substitute up to an additional four years 
of practical experience in the design of plumbing systems, for a total of eight years, or be 
granted a credit of one-half year of practical experience for each full year of education in 
an accredited curriculum related to plumbing engineering 

 
For the first time ever, the exam is going to be an open book style exam. You can find out more about 
CPD certification and the exam on the national society’s website at aspe.org. 

 
ASPE EMC annual elections are coming soon for the 2015- 2016 calendar year. Election Ballots are 
being developed and will be distributed to all members in good standing sometime in April. At our  
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May meeting will be our annual induction of the new board for the upcoming year. Hope to see you at 
the Plumbing Industry Training Center on February 17th, 2015. 
 
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
 
 
March Program  
Pathogen Control by Design 
Speaker: Jeff Gallagher, P.E. 
 
VP Technical  
Brianne Hall, P.E., LEED AP BD+C, CPD 
 
Tremendous beginning to 2015 for our Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE as our January technical 
meeting was sold out. Thank you to the Detroit ASHRAE Chapter for joining us at this technical 
session! It was enjoyable to have our organizations   join   together   for this event and I look forward 
to planning future meetings together. Additionally, I’d like to invite the ASHRAE members, and 
anyone else who works in the industry to attend our monthly programs. There is no cost associated 
with the design classes and technical sessions each month. The only cost associated with our 
monthly meetings is dinner, which you may choose to opt out. Registration is required for our events. 
Anyone who would like to receive our event email invitations, please contact me. 
 
The topic for the vent design class in January was Circuit Venting. Our instructors, Mike Melaragni 
and Paul Baker, will be covering Waste Stack Vent and Island Fixture Venting at the February 
meeting. Our technical session was provided by John Siegenthaler, P.E., who discussed Unique 
Hydronic Details for Domestic Water Heating. 
 
During the meeting, it was stated that nearly all thermally- based renewable heat sources require 
heat storage, with most systems utilizing water as the method of thermal storage. Water is used due 
to the capacity of water to carry heat 3,500 times more efficiently than air. When utilizing a renewable 
heat source, such as a solar thermal system, it is often desirable to utilize this source both for space 
heat and domestic hot water heating. 
 
The presentation discussed the benefits to separating the DHW system from the thermal storage 
tank, the use of an instantaneous DHW subassembly for the separated DHW system and various 
components within the subassembly. 
 
In addition to the use of a solar thermal system as the renewable heat source, the presentation also 
reviewed using geothermal systems and wood/pellet fired boilers to serve as the source for space 
and domestic water heating. 
 
The next day, John Siegenthaler also provided a full day seminar on Contemporary Approaches to 
Hydronic Heating. He discussed multiple topics which included Hydraulic Separation beyond 
Primary/Secondary Piping, Distribution Efficiency, Low Power Pumping, Low Temperature 
Distribution Systems, Mixing Options and Wood-fired Heating systems. 
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Thank you to John Siegenthaler for taking the risk of weather related travel delays during winter to 
provide both presentations!  Despite a tight schedule to get to the airport after the full day seminar 
combined with snowy road conditions, John did make it in time for his flight home to New York. 
Unfortunately, he is speaking at the AHR Expo in Chicago as I’m writing this article and due to winter 
storm Juno; he may be delayed in returning home this week. 
 
The technical sessions for our February meeting is Storm Water Drainage Design, including Siphonic 
Drainage. Our speaker for this session will be Ron George, CPD. Additional information and 
registration for the Design Class on Venting and Technical Session can be found here: 
http://www.eventbrite.com/e/aspe-emc-february-2015 -technical-program-registration-15484401261 
 
My final thoughts for this month is to thank those who for provide feedback on our speaker evaluation 
forms. It provides us with valuable insight on the topics which are important to you and any other 
suggestions to improve our chapter. A meeting is held at the beginning of summer to set the topics 
and schedule for the following year, and I already have quite a few suggestions on topics for next 
year. If you have any suggestions for a technical session, design class, or full day seminar, please let 
any of the Board members know, or include it on your speaker evaluation form. Please contact me at 
bnhall@ftch.com or 248-324-4780 with any questions. 
 
Consultant Report; Continuing Educational Requirements                                                                                                                            
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE/ASPE 
 
ASPE and ASHRAE members numbered 80 plus at a joint meeting January 20, 2015 at the Plumbing 
Industry Training Center, another 40 plus attended a one day seminar the following day. John 
Siegenthaler, P.E. was the presenter. Those who didn’t attend or send someone from their company 
or design firm missed the Unique Technology in Hydronic Details for domestic water heating systems. 
Day two focused on the latest Hydronic Heating Systems utilizing hydraulic separation, distribution 
efficiency & low power pumping. This design criterion is being applied in low temperature distribution 
systems. P.E.s; both sessions were approved for Continuing Education Hours (CEHs), Michigan 
requires continuing education as part of the professional engineering licensing requirements. Our 
monthly meetings are providing and documenting participation in qualifying professional development 
activities. ASPE members who are CPDs, you could be acquiring continuing Education Units (CEUs) 
by attending these meetings to maintain your ASPE, CPD Certification. Required Education Units 
(REUs), (CEUs) and (CEHs) have become a way of life here in Michigan for the licensed 
professionals and the licensed trades. I urge all of our members to take advantage of our professional 
educational offerings and encourage others to do the same. For the non- technical required 
educational offerings and licensing exam review courses I suggest you monitor the Engineering 
Society of Detroit’s (ESDs) web site at www.esd.org.    
 
ASPE Region 2 Affiliate Liaison Report 
Dann Holmes 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/aspe-emc-february-2015%20-technical-program-registration-15484401261
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If you’re like me, you’ve hit the ground running this 
year. Travel in January took me to Toronto, Las 
Vegas and Chicago. 
 
I attended KBIS 2015 (Kitchen & Bath Industry 
Show) held at the Las Vegas Convention Center 
January 20-22. This show was held in conjunction 
with IBS 2015  (NAHB International Builder’s 
Show). This annual event draws in nearly 125,000 
residential design and construction professionals 
including engineers as well as manufacturers and 
their product management teams. 
 

Exhibitors at KBIS/IBS showcase their latest products and designs as well as the improvements 
they’ve made in technical performance. Focusing on plumbing related items, you’ll find everything 
from bar & bath faucets, bath sinks, bathtubs, kitchen faucets, kitchen sinks, showers, shower 
enclosures and water closets. 
 
You’ll also find everything that is hidden behind our walls including all varieties of pipe, fittings, 
valves, backflow devices, and every pipe joining method available to the industry. You should 
experience KBIS/IBS for yourself. Mark your calendar. It will be held January 19-21, 2016 at the same 
venue. 
 
What seemed to be an immediate turnaround, I spent a day recuperating from Las Vegas and 
headed right back out. This time to attend the 2015 AHR Expo (ASHRAE) held in Chicago. This show 
shattered an all-time attendance record of 62,000. People traveled from 140 different countries to 
experience this HVAC/R event. What’s different about the AHR Expo from KBIS/IBS show is not only 
the HVAC/R focus but it is tailored more for the engineering community. 
This was a good opportunity for me to meet with manufacturers from abroad looking to enter the NA 
marketplace. I spoke with quite a few companies seeking advice on exactly how to do this. 
As you can imagine each country has unique performance and health effects testing as well as 
regulatory requirements. Although the United States and Canada try to harmonize many of their 
standards and test, this can still be a daunting and confusing task for someone unfamiliar with them. 
With confusion comes unwarranted expense.  
 
With that said, look for new and innovative companies to add sales engineers and reps firms as they 
seek product approvals from certification bodies and state authorities so they enter into an already 
competitive market. 
 
You may wonder what I found to be one of the most interesting announcements made. It may be long 
overdue but you will see press technology developed for the refrigeration market on your local 
distributor’s shelves soon! 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 2015 
My congratulations go out to Mr. Steven DiBerardine P.E., LEED AP and 
President of Strategic Energy Solutions (S.E.S.) who was chosen as the award 
recipient of the John E. Matthews “Engineer of the Year” award at the 2015 
Annual Awards Banquet held on Saturday, February 7, 2015. 
For those of you who do not know, John E. Matthews P.E., CIPE (CPD), FASSE 
was one of the Plumbing Industry’s most respected and knowledgeable active 
members. John joined the society in 1989. He served as the president for the 
Michigan Chapter of ASPE twice. John was a vice president for the National 
Society of ASPE, past president of ASSE, as well as serving in numerous other 

positions and in other societies (Code Study and Development Group of Southeastern Michigan and 
BOCA International’s Plumbing Code Committee). These are just a few of John accomplishments. 
His expertise prior to retiring was that of a consulting mechanical engineer and specification writer. It 
is because of John’s dedication and commitment to the various societies and committees that the 
John E. Matthews “Engineer of the Year” Award was created. The award is given at the pleasure of 
the chapter to a plumbing engineer recommended by his peers who best exemplifies the 
professionalism displayed by John Matthews during his career. 
 
If you are thinking about having a more active role in our society, please come and join us at a board 
meeting. Members and Non-members alike are welcome to attend these open door meetings. Also, 
speaking of being an active member, remember to keep your eye out for the electronic ballot for the 
election of chapter officers for the upcoming 2015-2016 calendar year and remember, please take the 
time to vote. This is your chapter and we need your input. 
 
Our March 10th, 2015 meeting celebrating World Plumbing Day is upon us. If you have not finished 
building your NASPE racer, you’d better hurry. Racing will be held after the Technical Session 
covering “Pathogen Control by Design” with guest speaker Mr. Jeff Gallagher P.E., the Midwest 
region technical manager of Viega.  
                                                                                                                                                                   
Also, do not forget about the early venting class series with Mike Melaragni and Paul Baker beginning 
at 4:30PM.               
                                                                                                                                                                  
Just a reminder, if you are considering becoming CPD certified, ASPE EMC will be providing a review 
course on March 28th at MCA Detroit, located at 14801 W. 8 Mile Rd., Detroit, MI. The 2015 official 
exam dates are April 9-10, 2015. Online registration closes March 12, 2015. Find out more about 
CPD certification qualifications and the exam requirements on the national society’s website at 
ASPE.org. I look forward to seeing you at the Plumbing Industry Training Center on March 10th, 
2015. 
 
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
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VP Technical:  
Brianne Hall, P.E., LEED AP BD+C, CPD 
 
Welcome to March! As everyone is looking forward to the arrival of warmer 
weather and sunny days, we also have to prepare for the rainy days ahead. I hope 
that we will not have the heavy rain events that occurred last year. Do you know 
our local rainfall rate in inches/hour? Per Figure 1106.1 in the Michigan Plumbing 
Code Section, the rainfall rate is 3 inches/hour for our local area. The rainfall rate is 
used in the design of building storm systems and is determined by data from 

NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration). The City of Detroit requires utilizing 4 
inches/hour design rate. The development of this rainfall rate chart was one of the topics covered 
during our February technical session. 
 
Ron George, CPD was the technical speaker at our February meeting and discussed storm system 
design. He provided a history of roof drainage with pictures of building roof collapses that lead to 
various improvements to storm system designs. For example, the development of the rainfall rate 
sizing charts, the development of ASME Standard A112.6.4. for Roof, Deck and Balcony Drains, and 
overflow systems. 
 
In addition to discussing the traditional storm system design, Ron also included siphonic system 
designs in the presentation. Siphonic action occurs when a pipe is completely filled with fluid and the 
elevation of fluid ingress is higher than the pipe egress. Gravity will cause the fluid to drain out the 
low end and the greater the difference in elevation the higher suction/ velocity/capacity. ASME 
Standard A112.6.9. is the standard for Siphonic Roof Drains. In siphonic drainage, the water fills 
100% of the pipe compared to gravity systems with 70% of the pipe filled with air and 30% with water. 
This allows for smaller pipe sizes in siphonic systems. The combination of smaller pipe sizes and no 
requirement to slope the pipe on siphonic systems can eliminate or lessen the design challenges 
involving interferences with the structure or other trades. 
Siphonic roof drains are designed with a baffle to prevent a water vortex from forming, which forces 
air out of the pipe as it fills with water. As the air is forced out, negative pressure increases and the 
water is pulled off the roof into the pipe system. The high velocity within siphonic systems will create 
higher thrust loads at joints which will impact the requirements for system bracing.   
 
Siphonic systems are required to be installed exactly as designed; any changes to the system layout 
requires the system calculations be reviewed. Siphonic systems are also limited to buildings with 30’ 
maximum vertical height. There are several advantages and disadvantages to utilizing siphonic 
systems; if you are considering designing a building with a siphonic system, contact a manufacturer 
for assistance. For the March meeting, our technical presentation will be on Pathogen Control By 
Design and our design class will cover Combination Waste and Vent Systems. 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aspe-emc-march-2015-technical- program-registration-15935106332 
Please contact me with any questions, suggestions or comments.     

 
Consultant Report:  
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE/ASPE 
 
Members, non-members, mechanical and plumbing engineers, contractors and 
key employees, are you tuned in to your industry professional associations 
such as ASPE, ASHRE, ASSE, MBPA or the Code Study Development 
Committee of Southeastern Michigan? Have you asked yourself where are their 
future leaders going to come from if you’re not involved or participating? These 
professional associations’ leaders are looking for people to mentor and train, in 
order to carry on the business of bringing you the educational tools needed to make you a 
professional, and part of a successful company in Southeastern Michigan. Current leaders are in  
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need of bringing some youth with ambition to their board. New members will contribute new ideas 
and the ability to carry out and accomplish the successes that have made their associations 
noteworthy locally, statewide and nationally. I urge you to get involved and participate. You may start 
by attending some of their board meetings which are open and you may possibly choose to serve on 
a committee. Part of Julius Ballanco’s Key Note Address at the ASSE/ ASPE Awards Banquet 
February 7, 2015 was about the training of future leaders. On another note, the John E. Matthews 
Scholarship Fund has helped four Mechanical Engineering students get through college and a fifth 
will graduate this year. Again, the John E. Matthews Scholarship Fund is in need of locating 
mechanical engineering students in the construction industry and may provide them with scholarship 
money. The John E. Matthews Scholarship Fund is continuing to accept contributions. Please send 
your contributions to the John E. Matthews Scholarship Fund in care of John Nussbaum or Dennis 
Matthews at 14801 West Eight Mile Road. 
  
ASPE National and ASHRE are looking for eligible applicants. ASSE National will give scholarship 
money to members' sons or daughters attending college regardless of the career they are pursuing, 
however they must be eligible when they apply. At the ASSE/ASPE Awards Banquet you heard Julius 
Ballanco’s message regarding the skilled trades and mechanical engineers shortages for the 
Plumbing and Mechanical Industry. After speaking about his own career, he praised the United 
Association for their dynamic training programs that turn out the best plumber and fitters in the 
industry. This is your industry take care of it by actively participating and sharing in the responsibility 
of maintaining.it as those who came before you did. Please read Ron George’s article regarding the 
Code Study Development Committee.  
 
ASPE Region 2 Affiliate Liaison Report  
Dann Holmes 
 
By the time you read this article, maybe, just maybe outdoor temperatures will 
begin to approach their seasonal average. I have my doubts. This year, it’s been 
one deep- freeze after another. I’m thinking Region 2 will set an all-time lowest 
average temperature for the month of February. Doesn’t that just make you want 
to look square into Punxsutawney Phil’s eyes?   As we SPRING forward, we’ll feel 
the warmth of the sun, witness the snow melting, the ground thawing, see trees budding and flowers 
bloom, and hear the wonderful sounds of chirping birds. Ah springtime! :) 
As our SAD (Seasonal Affective Disorder) spirits are lifted we’ll break out the golf clubs (the way I 
golf, I’m better off to just break them!). ASPE Chapters across Region 2 will be ramping up their trade 
show, golf outing and special event Activities. 

 
 
On February 28th & March 21st, the Pittsburgh Chapter will host their “Counseling the Boy Scouts of 
America Plumbing Merit Badge” at the Carnegie Mellon University in Pittsburgh. 
 
On March 10th the Eastern MI Chapter will hold their annual NASPE Car Races at the PITC in Troy. 
March 11th is World Plumbing Day. On this day the Greater Toronto ASPE Chapter will hold their 
next meeting. This is a big deal as they are very close to becoming a full chapter!  
 
Also on March 11th the Northern Ohio Chapter will be touring the Great Lakes Brewery. The Buffalo-
Niagara Chapter is hosting their annual Trade Show March 25 at The Grapevine Banquets in Depew, 
NY. 
 
Western MI has two upcoming events, a tour of the recently updated Bell’s Brewery in Galesburg on 
April 8th. On May 19th they will hold their annual golf at the Quail Ridge GC in Ada.  
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Southwest Ohio will celebrate their annual ASPE Night with the Dayton Dragons on May 29th. You 
can join the Central Ohio Chapter on June 16th for their annual golf outing. In addition to their Boy 
Scout Plumbing Merit Badge events, the Pittsburgh Chapter will be hosting their annual golf outing at 
the River Forest GC in Freeport on June 19th. The Rochester Chapter is also planning a June golf 
outing but has not yet finalized their plans. 
 
The Evansville Satellite Chapter will host their 3rd annual golf outing at the Cambridge GC on June 
25th. Following this, Central Indiana will hold their annual golf  outing at Ironwood GC NE of Indy On 
August 7th. As you see, there is a lot of activity throughout Region 2. So wash the salt off your cars, 
enjoy the longer days of sunshine and drive   to your local ASPE chapter meeting. Engage. 
Contribute. Educate and Learn. Please take time out to participate in the festivities; often these 
events are the main fundraisers for our chapters. For those attending the Brewery tours, find a 
designated driver you can count on. If I could find the time and travel to each of the golf events listed 
here I’d get some real practice in this year. Maybe my clubs would like me more, and vice-versa!  

 
 
 



553 | P a g e  

 
ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: April 2015 
I would like to thank the sponsors who donated prizes for our NASPE Race last 
month and I would like to thank all of the members who participated. 
Congratulations go out to Cindy Zatto for 1st Place, Hank Koppelo for 2nd Place 
and to Tom Zimmerman for 3rd Place. It was another great event. I trust 
everyone had a wonderful Easter. With the holiday and spring break over the 
kids back in school and the weather finally beginning to warm up, it’s time to start 
planning for summer activities. 
 
The Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE is no different. The ASPE EMC Board is 

already settings dates and times for our first summer meeting, at which time we begin planning for the 
2015-2016 technical programs and speakers. If there is a technical session you would like to see 
presented in next year’s program, now is the time to pull aside one of the board members and give 
them your thoughts and ideas, or you can attend the first 2015-2016 summer planning session on 
Saturday, June 13, 2015 and present your ideas in person. As always, we welcome and encourage 
any of our chapter members to attend the open door summer planning session. The meeting will be 
held at MCA Detroit, located on 8 mile Road in Detroit, Michigan and will begin promptly at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Electronic ballots for the election of chapter officers for the upcoming 2015- 2016 calendar year and 
members will be coming to all members electronically during the last week of April 2015. If you do not 
receive yours by May 1, 2015 contact Theresa Green at tgreen@mcadetroit.org. It only takes a few 
moments of your time to complete the form. Please take the time to vote. This is your chapter and we 
need your input and support to keep ASPE EMC one of the best chapters in the society. 
 
Our next chapter technical program is scheduled for April 28, 2015 at the Plumbing Industry Training 
Center in Troy, MI, at 4:30 p.m. Messrs. Mike Melaragni and Paul Baker will be hosting our 7th 
course on venting and will be covering Single Stack Vent Systems. Dinner and vendors’ tabletop 
displays and discussion will begin at 5:30 p.m. At 6:00 PM Mr. Norm Hall P.E., President of the R.L. 
Deppmann Company will be our speaker for the technical session on High Rise Water Distribution – 
Design and Engineering. I look forward to seeing you at the Plumbing Industry Training Center on 
April 28th, 2015. 
 
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
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APRIL PROGRAM                                                                                                                                                                                               
HIGH RISE WATER DISTRIBUTION                                                                                                                                         
Design & Engineering 
                                                                                                                                                                                            
Speaker: Norm Hall, PE, President of 
R.L. Deppmann 
 
Schematic plumbing design may seem similar from one project to another. The similarities end when 
you have a HIGH RISE PLUMBING DESIGN. Norman Hall from R. L. Deppmann Company will 
highlight some of the strategies in cold and hot water design. The challenges of water pressure 
boosting, hot water heating layout and domestic water recirculation in high rise buildings will be the 
topic of this meeting. Norm will also identify how use some of the latest technology in your building 
design. 
 
Norm has been with the R.L. Deppmann company for more than 40 years and in that time has held 
positions in estimating, engineering, sales, and leadership. He is a member of the Eastern Michigan 
Chapter of the American Society of Plumbing Engineers, which presented him with the 2007 John E. 
Matthews Engineer of the Year Award. Norm is also a Past President of the ASHRAE-Detroit Chapter 
and a past president of the ITT Fluid Handling Representatives Association. Norm is a graduate of 
the Wayne State University Engineering School. 
 
ASPE Region 2 Affiliate Liaison Report 
Dann Holmes 
                                                        
Last month at this time, the entire ASPE Region 2 was in an Arctic Freeze, a Polar 
Vortex, a Siberian Express, I could go on and on. I think it’s safe to say we’ve 
weathered that storm; spring is officially here and it’s time to move outdoors. 
 
Grab your golf clubs! Many of our chapters are hosting their annual golf yet; attend 
this month’s meeting for details. I for one, am planning to attend the W MI ASPE tour of Bell’s 
Brewery on April 8th. Don’t worry, I’m the designated driver. 
 
Speaking of warming temperatures, I was fortunate to attend NPE2015: The International Plastics 
Showcase in Orlando, FL the week of March 23rd. It was hot and humid; it rained every day but I 
stayed dry. Why? Because, I was either in a hotel, working a booth or walking over the 1.06 million sq 
ft of exhibitor floor space spread out across two halls. Talk about sore feet. 
 
The event drew more than 65,000 visitors, 2,000+ exhibitors, a record 43 percent of them were from 
outside the US. Putting this into perspective, it is roughly equal to AHR. The show is held every three 
years. When the event returns in 2018, it is expected to be the third largest of all the events in the 
US. 
 
Why plastics? Well, because plastics are in every part of our daily life. Leaving the automobile, 
medical, aerospace and food industries aside, plastics are used heavily throughout the plumbing and 
heating industry. 
 
Consider the wide use of PVC, CPVC, PE, LDPE, HDPE, PE-RT, PP, PP-R, ABS and PEX. I’ll bet at 
least one of these pipe & fitting systems are used on every project you come in contact with. 
 
For any type of plastic material, there are of course “ingredients”. Lots of ingredients! These materials 
along with the wall thickness make up the unique properties of a piping system. Does it bend easy or 
is it rigid? Which is better? Does it matter? How does it hold up when subjected higher temperatures? 
What about acid waste? 
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As most chapters will soon be thinking about topics for next year maybe this would be a good one for 
an ASPE presentation? If you’d like to know more about this topic and the testing that is required for 
plastic pipe and fittings, let me know. I’d like to expand on this further. Let me leave you with one last 
thought on plastic pipe. This year marks the 50th anniversary of NSF/ANSI 14 - Plastics Piping 
System Components and Related Materials. Happy Birthday! 
 

VP Education                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
Mark Lamberson, CPD                                                                                                                                                                                                 
 
I will be covering the topic of last month's technical session, which was prevention 
of pathogens in our plumbing systems by mitigating the risk with design solutions. 
With proper design techniques, the infiltration of these microbes can be 
substantially reduced . 
 

Some of the most common pathogens include Giardia, Sheila and Campylobacter, as well as 
Legionella. The common thread that these organisms share is their residence in a “biofilm” inside the 
plumbing system. One definition of “Biofilm” that I found is “Microbes, organic and inorganic material, 
accumulated amidst a microbial produced organic polymer matrix attached to the inner surface of a 
plumbing system.” Biofilm can occur in many other places besides the inner walls of the piping, but 
that is the focus here. 
 
The designer should focus  on  system  design  parameters to minimize the risk of growth of biofilm 
inside the plumbing system, and at other locations where risks are elevated. Methods to accomplish 
this include flow considerations, adequate temperature ranges within the systems and chemical 
treatment. 
 
Addressing flow: Biofilm and microorganism growth can readily occur in areas of the piping system 
where low flow velocities, or branches serving seldom-used fixtures, among others. If flow is 
maintained through these areas, biofilm growth can be minimized. Methods to accomplish this could 
be loop or series piping systems that eliminate the stagnant portion of the piping. Other methods 
include the use of a circulating system, or timed automatic cycling of fixtures. 
 
Addressing temperature: Water temperature can be used to control pathogens in the piping system, 
as well. In the case of Legionella, domestic cold water temperatures below 72 degrees Fahrenheit will 
cause the organisms to enter a state of dormancy. Hot water temperatures at or above 140 degrees 
Fahrenheit will disinfect the system. Domestic hot water return lines should be maintained at or above 
124 degrees Fahrenheit to ensure that disinfection continues after the water passes the point of use 
and cools.  

 
Other locations for exposure include hot tubs, cooling towers, and decorative fountains. Legionella 
typically enters the body through the lungs in aerosolized liquids present around these types of 
equipment. This equipment should be properly maintained and treated to minimize the growth of 
these microorganisms. 
 
ASHRAE has developed standard 188P to address Legionella associated with building water. The 
standard covers health care, medical treatment, and educational facilities, as well as hotels. The 
standard is used to identify risk factors, like equipment and certain design criteria, related to 
Legionella. It also assesses occupants in elevated exposure groups. This standard is implemented at 
the design stage of the system and concludes with a risk management plan to be implemented by the 
building occupant to ensure that procedures are adhered to that eliminates the risk potential. 
 
Our final two technical sessions will cover high rise plumbing design and should be very informative. 
We hope to see you there! 
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Consultant’s Report 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE/ASPE 
 
A potpourri of information follows for those who participate in the plumbing and 
mechanical industry Members of the Code Study and Development Group 
(CSDG) of Southeastern Michigan met on Friday, March 27, 2015 at the 
Metropolitan Detroit Plumbing Industry Training Center (MDPITC) in Troy 
Michigan. The meeting began with discussions regarding updating the bylaws, 
electing new officers and directors with younger people interested in having a 

voice in the promulgation and passage of plumbing codes and standards here in Michigan and at the 
International Code Council (ICC/IPC). This consensus group of dedicated people rose to the 
occasion and agreed to meet again after the 2015 Group ICC/IPC Committee Action Hearings in 
Memphis, TN from April 19-28, 2015. Ronald L. George was elected to fill the presidency position 
voluntarily vacated by Barry Pines CPD, Barry like John Nussbaum FASPE feels the time has come 
for a younger group to come forward and take over the leadership of the CSDG. This special meeting 
will be well publicized so as to encourage a large turnout of potential candidates to fill positions 
leading to an exciting new CSDG consensus board. Those who are accompanying Barry Pines CPD 
and Ron George CPD, to the ICC Action Hearings will be Paul Bladdick FASSE, Jeremy Brown from 
NSF, Brianne Hall P.E.& William Grayzar CPD. The CPDG members, who participated at the March 
27th, 2015 meeting at the MDPITC in Troy, made their way through 200 of the proposed 285 
proposed code changes. These code changes covered compliance issues pertaining to piping 
materials, fixtures & trim, water supply & distribution, sanitary drainage, vents, indirect/special waste, 
traps & interceptors, grey water recycling systems, traps interceptors & separators, referenced 
standards, special piping (medical gas) and backflow prevention, just to name some. Lively 
discussions were prevalent throughout the day. For some it was a learning experience, for others 
going through the decision process led to additional discussion to approve, deny, modify or just 
attend the hearings and listen. At the end of the day everyone expressed that they were glad they 
participated. All CPDG meetings are open to anyone wanting to observe and/or participate. 
 
Won’t you join us at future meetings? 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: May 2015 
I want to start my article this month by giving you an update on our long time 
ASPE EMC board member Mr. John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE, FASPE. John has 
had to undergo surgery since his accident with his leg and is looking at a long 
road to recovery. Please keep him in your thoughts and prayers. As we come to 
the end of the 2014-2015 year of ASPE technical programs. I would personally 
like to thank the 2014-2015 ASPE EMC Board members who supported me 
throughout the year and who helped ASPE EMC to provide a great year of 
programs and events for the chapter and its members. I have truly enjoyed 
working with each and every one of the board members this year and I am 

inspired by the support and dedication they have provided. I would also like to thank the staff at MCA 
Detroit for their support and dedication to ASPE EMC, as well as other organizations. On behalf of 
the ASPE EMC Board, I would also like to thank all of the tabletop sponsors and technical speakers 
who supported us throughout the year. It is because of your continued support and sponsorship 
through tabletop displays, newsletter advertisements, fliers, etc. that our technical programs are 
supported. A thank you also goes out to all the speakers who were able to share their time and 
expertise. Finally, I would like to thank Messrs. Mike Melaragni, CPD and Paul Baker who prepared 
and presented a fantastic series of courses on venting methodology throughout the year. 
 
The new ASPE EMC Board will begin planning for the 2015-2016 technical programs and speakers 
on Saturday, June 13th, 2015. If there is a technical session you would like to see presented in next 
year’s program, now is the time contact one of the board members and give them your thoughts and 
ideas, or you can attend the first 2015-2016 summer planning session on Saturday, June 13th, 2015 
and present your ideas in person. As always, we welcome and encourage any of our chapter 
members to attend the open door summer planning session. The meeting location has been changed 
and will be announced at the Chapter meeting on May 19th, 2015. I am looking forward to another 
great year of programs. 
 
Dinner and vendor tabletop display and discussions will begin at 5:00 PM followed at 6:00 PM by our 
technical program on High Rise Drainage & Venting - Design & Engineering (Single Stack 2012 MI 
State Code) featuring Mr. Julius Ballanco P.E, CPD, FASPE President of JB Engineering and Code 
Consulting, P.C. I look forward to seeing you at the Plumbing Industry Training Center on May 19th, 
2015.    
 
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
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MAY PROGRAM 
HIGH RISE DRAINAGE & VENTING   
Design & Engineering 
 
[Single Stack 2012 MI Code] Speaker: Julius Ballanco, P.E., CPD, FASPE 
President of JB Engineering & Code Consulting, P.C. The ICC International 
Plumbing Code allows the design of various single stack drainage and venting 
systems. Once a building has multiple stories, a single stack system can result 
in lower cost and a more efficient plumbing system. This program will review the 
design requirements for the three different types of a single stack systems. 
Included will be a single stack design, also known as the Philadelphia single 

stack sovent and waste stack venting. The sizing, layout and design options will be addressed 
[**keeping in mind the 2012 Michigan plumbing Code**] Handling Representative’s Associations. 
Norm is a graduate of the Wayne State University Engineering School.  
 
Julius Ballanco, P.E., CPD, FASPE is President of JB Engineering and Code Consulting, P.C. The 
firm specializes in code and standard consulting in the areas of plumbing, mechanical, life safety and 
fire protection engineering. Mr. Ballanco is currently the President of the American Society of 
Plumbing Engineers Research Foundation. He is Past President of the American Society of Plumbing 
Engineers. Mr. Ballanco previously was head of Plumbing and Mechanical Engineering for Building 
Official and Code Administrators (BOCA®) International, Inc. He is a monthly columnist in both 
Plumbing & Mechanical and PM Engineer magazines. He has authored Illustrated Plumbing Codes 
Design Handbook, Ballanco on Plumbing the BOCA® National Plumbing Code Commentary and the 
Plumbing of Residential Fire Sprinklers and has also co-authored the Illustrated National Plumbing 
Code Design Manual. Mr. Ballanco serves on many national standard committees, including 
ANSI/ASME, IAPMO, ASTM, NSF, ICC, and ASSE. A graduate of Stevens Institute of Technology, 
he is both a Registered Professional Engineer and Licensed Master Plumber. 
 
VP Technical 
Brianne Hall, P.E., LEED AP BD+C, CPD 
 
My first year as a board member of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE is quickly coming to an 
end and I’ve found myself reflecting on the events over the past year. 
 
Last May, during the car ride to the Region2 meeting, discussion about having to search thru emails 
for meeting RSVPs to provide a catering count led to the idea of using Eventbrite. The board 
completed a couple beta tests using Eventbrite for the summer planning session and summer board 
meetings, and decided to start utilizing it for our programs in September. I’ve received positive 
feedback throughout the year, and we will continue to use Eventbrite next year. 
This year we have incorporated design classes into our monthly programs, holding them prior to the 
technical presentation. We have also started providing proof of continuing education credits by 
issuing certificates to all interested attendees. 
 
The first improvement I would like to see is to stop the increasing trend throughout the year of 
members who RSVP for dinner, however do not come to the meeting without providing notification 
that they have a conflict. Dinner is provided free of charge for all members of ASPE, ASSE and 
MBPA, which we would like to maintain. 

 
Next year, we are requesting notification by 3 p.m. the day before our technical meeting. If notice is 
not provided, we will request that you pay for dinner. I will provide reminders about providing 
cancellation in the summer newsletter and will be stated on the future Eventbrite invitations. It is our 
hope that this will encourage everyone to provide cancellation notices which will increase our caterer  
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headcount accuracy, reducing the amount of leftover food, and will positively impact the chapter 
expenditures for each meeting. 
 
The second improvement for next year is to aim to provide a handout of the presentation at the 
meeting. We were able to provide that for a handful of meetings this year and when it was not 
available the presentation was later emailed to those who requested a copy. Based on the feedback 
stated on the evaluation forms, we understand the strong desire to have a handout of the 
presentation available at the time of the meeting and will aim to provide that each month. 
If you have any feedback about this year’s technical programs, the changes that have been 
implemented, or would like to suggest any changes or improvements for next year’s program, please 
contact any of the board members. 
 
Our April meeting kicked off with the 7th and final topic in the vent design class series covering Single 
Stack Vent Systems. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
We have received positive feedback on the design classes and will be continuing to provide design 
classes next year prior to technical presentation.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Our technical presentation discussed High Rise Water Distribution – Design and Engineering. Thank 
you to Norm Hall, P.E., president of the R.L. Deppmann Company for providing this presentation! A 
high rise building is defined by the NFPA as buildings that are 75 ft in height or taller. Detroit is 
ranked 16th in the nation with 166 high rise buildings. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
Designing a high rise water distribution system requires an understanding of all pressure conditions 
and requirements. This requires determining the available water pressure, understanding the state 
and local code requirements with regards to pressure requirements, reviewing the expectations of the 
client to determine the required water pressure at each floor and ensuring that each plumbing fixture 
will receive the minimum required pressure. 
 
The required pressure is calculated by adding the minimum fixture pressure requirement to the 
additional pressure required to account for friction losses within the system and the building elevation. 
 
The available pressure to the building is determined by subtracting the pressure losses acquired thru 
the water meter, backflow prevention device and pipe friction losses from the measured pressure 
available at the exterior building water main connection. 
 
When the required pressure is determined to be higher than the available pressure, a pressure 
booster pump must be installed. 
 
Various methods of high rise plumbing distribution systems were discussed as was the importance of 
identifying pressure zones and sensor locations. Improper sensor location of the critical fixture within 
the system can lead to higher energy usage throughout the year. Hot water and cold water system 
designs were discussed, as well as recirculation systems. 

 
In May, the High Rise Plumbing discussion will continue with High Rise Drainage and Venting – 
Design and Engineering. 
 
Register at this link: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aspe-emc-may-2015-technical-program-
registration-16529591453 
 
The May meeting will be our final technical program until September. Our planning meeting for next 
year’s programs will be held on Saturday, June 13th. If you have suggestions for design classes or  
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aspe-emc-may-2015-technical-program-registration-16529591453
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aspe-emc-may-2015-technical-program-registration-16529591453
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technical presentations for next year, please attend the meeting or contact me with your suggestions 

prior to June 13th.       
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: Summer 2015 
I hope everyone is enjoying their summer activities and taking their long awaited 
vacations to exotic destinations. Although, most people do not think of ASPE 
until the first meeting in September, the ASPE-EMC board members have been 
hard at work planning the upcoming 2015-2016 program calendar. Last year, the 
ASPE board asked its members for input on for technical programs they would 
like ASPE-EMC to provide. Many of you responded and on June 13, 2015, the 
ASPE-EMC board and some chapter members met and used this information to 
plan the calendar for the upcoming 2015-2016 calendar year. The 2015-2016 
Program Calendar will be completed, posted and distributed to the ASPE-EMC 

Chapter members in early August. Just a few highlights of what is in store this year are: 
 
Because of the interest in our early class series on venting last year, we will again include an early 
4:30 PM to 5:30 PM session provided by the Plumbing Industry Training Center (PITC) instructors 
Messrs. Mike Melaragni and Paul Baker. The early sessions this year will be a series on Cross 
Connection and Backflow and will begin with our first meeting in September. We will be holding 
another NASPE Racing event in March to celebrate World Plumbing Day (WPD). World Plumbing day 
is March 11th this year and every year, so mark your calendars and start building your NASPE race 
cars. 
 
Mark your calendars for September 15, 2015 as this will be our first technical program meeting of the 
2015-2016 calendar year. The event will be held at the Plumbing Training Center in Troy, scheduled 
to start early with the 4:30 PM plumbing design class, 5:30 PM social time, vendor tabletop 
discussions and dinner followed by the main presentation at 6:00 PM. Remember you must sign-in 
and sign-out at each meeting to receive a full hour of CEU credit, Those who sign-in, but do not sign-
out will only receive ¾ of a CEU for the session. 
 
Members should be receiving the emails from the National Society promoting the upcoming 2015 
Symposium in St. Louis, MO. The event runs from October 1st - 4th, 2015. I encourage anyone who 
can make the trip to attend. The interaction with fellow colleagues and the technical programs are the 
true highlights of the event. If you plan to attend remember to get registered before July 31st to 
receive the reduced rate and save $50.00. Lastly, I would like thank the members of the ASPE-EMC 
for your support and I look forward to seeing you and your guest at the Plumbing Industry Training 
Center in Troy, MI on September 15th, 2015. Have a great summer! 
 
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
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Administrative Secretary 
Pam Hartsell, CPD 
 
Hello Eastern Michigan Chapter! I’m writing on behalf of our dear friend John 
Nussbaum, who is still in the recovery process. John, when you read this, please 
know that we are all doing our best to make you proud! 
 
First, I wanted to extend a special warm welcome to our new board members, 

Kristin Simoneaux, PE/CPD and Hank Kopello, Kristin Is Senior Mechanical Engineer at Stantech, 
who will be serving as a director. Hank is a Senior Estimator at Bill James Inc., who will be serving as 
our new Treasurer and my personal mentee. We’re excited to have all their new ideas and energy on 
The Board. 
 
Over the past two weeks, Hank, Bill and I were busy preparing our Annual Treasurers Report. We 
always take this opportunity to study our income and expenses from the past few years and look for 
ways to improve our financial health. For instance, over the past two years we’ve seen a drop in 
income and an increase in expenses and we need to figure out how to reverse that trend. This  
year my effort will be put toward training the new Treasurer and increasing our fundraising. We want 
to give our members the best program possible, but we know our volunteer hours alone aren’t 
enough. 
 
Until John’s return, I’ll also be taking notes and issuing meeting minutes for our Board Meetings. Our 
next meeting is scheduled for August 4th, and if you’re interested in knowing what goes on behind the 
scenes, please feel free to join us. We encourage all of our members to join in on the conversations, 
express their concerns and present their ideas. As John always says: “it’s your chapter!”, and I know 
I’m looking forward to another great year with my chapter. See you soon. 
 
VP Technical                                                                                                                                 
Brianne Hall, P.E., LEED AP BD+C, CPD 
 
Hello! Our final technical presentation in May was provided by Julius Ballanco PE, CPD, FASPE on 
the topic of High Rise Drainage and Venting– Design and Engineering. As discussed in my May 
newsletter article, a high rise building is defined as a building with occupied floors at a height of 75 ft 
or greater.  All building codes including local shall be reviewed for design requirements based on the 
building height. 
 
In high rise plumbing, the design approach is shifted from horizontal piping to vertical piping. Vertical 
piping is utilized often in buildings in over 3 stories. Plumbing fixtures on each floor are aligned with 
vertical stacks located near the fixtures, and multiple  stacks  provided  throughout  the   building.   
This allows the horizontal piping installation to be minimized. In addition to discussing high rise 
drainage piping design, Julius also discussed high rise vent design. The requirement for relief vents 
based on the number of branch connections was reviewed as well as Single Stack Venting Systems, 
also known as the Philadelphia Single Stack. In June, my fellow board members and I met to develop 
the technical program for 2015-2016. The details are being finalized after which our yearly program 
will be distributed. We appreciate all of the feedback received thru the evaluations forms, emails, etc. 
regarding suggested program topics for both technical presentations and design classes. I encourage 
you to continue providing feedback and suggestions as it allows us to provide our members with 
beneficial programs. 
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Additional continuing education credits may be obtained throughout the year by following this link: 
https://www.aspe.org/content/read-learn-earn 
 
Each month a new article is published, and 0.1 CEUs will be granted for a passing quiz grade of 90% 
or higher. Please send any questions, suggestions or comments. 
 

ASPE Region 2 Affiliate Liaison Report 
Dann Holmes 
 
When you think about drought conditions, one does not think of ASPE Region 2. 
For the most part, there is not a reason to. The drought that much of the western 
part of our country is now in may still end up affecting your future designs, and 
your product choices. 
 
Although it is still too early to know exactly how this will play-out, you should 
keep yourself tuned into the CEC (California Energy Commission) Title 20, 

Emergency Plumbing Fittings, and Fixtures Efficiency Regulations. 
 
Forgive me for not giving you the full background on this but the CEC started back in 1974 when then 
Governor Ronald Reagan signed the Warren-Alquist  Act, Forgive me for not giving you the full 
background on this but the CEC started back in 1974 when then Governor Ronald Reagan signed the 
Warren-Alquist Act. 
 
The CEC has been around for years but things changed rapidly for the plumbing industry this past 
spring. On April 1, 2015, California Governor Brown ordered the State Water Resources Control 
Board to implement mandatory water reductions. 
 
These new requirements will become effective less than six months from now on January 1, 2016. 

• Toilets (WC) shall not consume more the 1.28 gallons per flush 
• Wall mounted urinals shall not consume more than 0.125 gallons per flush 
• Residential lavatory faucets shall not exceed 1.2 gallons per minute flow rate 
• Kitchen faucets shall not exceed 1.8 gallons per minute flow rate and may have capability 

to increase to 2.2 gallons per minute shortly for filling pots and pans. 
• Public lavatory faucets shall not exceed 0.5 gallon per minute flow rate 

 
These legislative mandates, albeit to lessen a critical water situation, can create unintentional 
consequences. Manufacturers have to design for, test, and certify to these new requirements. This 
process normally takes longer than the time allotted by this bill. Consider the fact that distributors 
must pull their entire existing inventory off the shelf and stock it with new, and yet untested products. 
 
You can imagine how the plumbing industry as a whole is working to comply with this California law. 
All manufacturers are working tirelessly. As for the engineering community, have you given any 
thought of sizing for flow rates that equate to less than Water Sense? 
 
Many buildings have larger water distribution pipes than are needed with today’s water efficiency 
requirements. Soon, those same pipes will flow even less water. 
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We know about biofilm, legionella and other waterborne pathogens, but not enough. It would be nice 
if we could solve the problems we have today from changes implemented just a few years ago before 
we make additional changes. Do not get the wrong impression; I love change. I would prefer it more if 
our industry could do their homework prior to having changes made for them. 
 
Keep in mind, as we try to save drops of water from the end of faucet; we continue to lose billions of 
gallons a year of clean, potable water in our municipal distribution pipes due to aging infrastructure. 
That sounds like a better, more practical place to start conserving water and energy. 
 
There will be more on this topic as the year progresses. For now, keep in mind what starts in 
California has a tendency to spread across the US and Canada. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: September 2015 
September is here and it’s back to school and back to training for the Eastern 
Michigan Chapter (EMC) of ASPE. The ASPE EMC board members  appreciate  
all of the comments, suggestions and questions we received from our chapter 
members last year. We have done our best to listen and have put together 
another great program based on your feedback. I encourage all the ASPE EMC 
members to continue to provide comments, suggestions and questions to your 
board members, so we can continue to provide the best service possible to you, 
our chapter members. 
 

Messrs. Mike Melaragni and Paul Baker put on such a fantastic early design class series on “Venting” 
last year, we have asked them to do it again. This year Mike and Paul will again host an early 
plumbing design class series titled Cross Connection Control and Backflow Prevention. This design 
class series will run from 4:30 PM to 5:30 PM on the same evenings as the technical meetings, the 
same as last year. The technical meeting is scheduled to run from 6:00 PM to 8:00 PM. A catered 
dinner, tabletop vendor product presentations and displays will be provided between the two 
meetings from 5:30 PM to 6:00 PM, also the same as last year. 
 
Something new this year will be a luncheon meeting in December, in lieu of the typical evening 
program. Limbach Company has graciously offered to host this meeting and provide an in depth tour 
of their Pontiac fabrication facility. We will meet at their Pontiac facility at 11:00 AM on December 
15th, 2015. Limbach facility is located at 926 Featherstone St, Pontiac, MI 48342 (right next to the 
Pontiac Silverdome). This is a meeting I am sure you won’t want to miss. Plan ahead and schedule 
for an extended lunch from 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM this December 15th. 
The first Technical Program of the year, Fuel Gas Piping System Design, will be held on September 
15th, 2015 at the Training Center in Troy. The event is scheduled to begin with the early plumbing 
design class series at 4:30 PM, with social time, vendor presentations and dinner at 5:30 PM, 
followed by the main presentation at 6:00 PM. Plan to arrive a few minutes early or stay a few 
minutes later if you want some additional time with the vendors to learn about their latest innovations 
and products. 
 
ASPE EMC will again be utilizing the Eventbrite electronic registration for meetings this year; 
however, the cost to non-members and guest or those that chose to pay for the meetings will be  
$20.00  to cover the dinner. 
 
This fee must be paid in advance. If you are planning to attend all nine (9) of the technical programs 
provided by ASPE EMC at a cost of $180.00, you may strongly want to consider purchasing an ASPE 
membership which only cost $170.00. In addition to being a member of the Eastern Michigan Chapter 
of ASPE, you will be provided annually with one of four (4) Plumbing and Engineering Design 
handbooks or CD’s at no cost, discounts on registration for events such as the National Societies 
Symposiums and Conventions, an electronic copy of the bi-weekly ASPE National Society’s Pipeline  
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publication, a subscription to Plumbing Engineer Magazine, and a host of many other great discounts 
and events. 
 
Remember you can also receive CEU’s by attending the ASPE EMC monthly meetings. So, if you 
know someone looking for CEU’s give them a copy of the 2015-2016 ASPE EMC Program or bring 
them to a meeting as a guest. 
 
I am looking forward to another banner year and I look forward to seeing you, our chapter members 
and guest at the Training Center, in Troy, MI on September 15, 2015. 
 
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
 
SEPT.TECHNICAL PROGRAM 
TOPIC: FUEL GAS PIPING SYSTEM Design 
 
Speaker:  William Grayzar, CPD 
DiClemente Siegel Design Inc. 
 
William Grayzar, CPD - Mr. Grayzar currently serves as president for the Eastern Michigan Chapter 
of ASPE and has over 25 years of experience in the mechanical design field. Bill continues to 
enhance his system engineering skills through additional vocational field training. He is excellent at 
designing HVAC renovations for older buildings for religious, educational, municipal, and automotive 
clients, as well as others. His goal for renovations is to design energy cost saving systems that will 
enhance the system performance of the entire facility. Bill has an excellent working knowledge of 
Michigan’s current building codes and regulations. Bill obtained an Associate’s Degree in 
Architectural Technology from Delta College University Center, Michigan in 1984. 
 
In this presentation we will review terminology, governing codes, various components, distribution 
and design considerations associated with fuel gas piping systems. We will review how operating 
pressures and pressure losses affect system design. We will learn how to determine building total 
load and how to design and size a building fuel gas piping distribution systems. 
 

VP Education:  
Mark Lamberson, CPD 
 
Finally, the new season is underway. Last year was a good one, and the board 
looked at all of the information that was gathered from the questionnaires filled out 
during the programs. We’ve formulated an exciting roster of sessions for this 
season that you will hopefully find interesting and worthwhile. 
 

The 2015 Technical Symposium is also right around the corner. After reviewing the course offerings, 
it was very obvious to me that this will be a great event. There are a couple of items of particular 
interest. The 2015 Technical Symposium is also right around the corner. After reviewing the course 
offerings, it was very obvious to me that this will be a great event. There are a couple of items of 
particular interest. 

 
The Plumbing Design in a Revit World course was phenomenal in Chicago last year. Samuel Leo 
packed an enormous amount of material into a class that was just over an hour in length. This time 
around, three hours has been allocated, so the material covered should be far reaching and in-depth. 
 
The How to Excel at Excel session at the conference was very well received. The conference room 
was standing room only, and it was apparent there was a lot of interest in the topic. This will be  
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another three hour course on Friday that I am looking forward to. I hope you get a chance to attend 
the Symposium and take advantage of all it has to offer. Please look me up if you are in attendance. 
 
The following topic caught my colleagues and me off guard during a recent training session. The 
valve manufacturers have included guidelines for installing check valves in their submittals that may 
have gone unnoticed by many until now… or at least by my colleagues and me. While this is more 
predominantly found in Hydronic systems, you may find this relevant within plumbing systems, as 
well, so I thought it may be prudent to pass this along. 
 
Contrary to common piping practices thus far, check valves are required to have a certain number of 
uninterrupted straight pipe diameters on the inlet and outlet sides, to prevent “chatter” of the check 
valve disc. Due to system turbulence, absence of the required straight pipe can result in premature 
failure of the valves. The space required can vary greatly from one manufacturer to another, so care 
must be taken to select a proper valve for the application, especially when the constraints within the 
building will not allow for the added lengths of piping around pumps and equipment. While this may 
seem fairly harmless in a lot of applications, it becomes quite an issue in an eight or ten inch pump 
riser where there is low overhead clearance to the structure above. 
 
There are some work around to minimize the length required, including straightening vanes in the 
system, lower velocities, and valve selection. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions 
on this topic, or with any possible solutions you may have utilized in the past. This scenario is playing 
out on several projects right now and has surprised everyone that I have spoken to on the subject. I 
hope you enjoy the program we have assembled for this year. At any time, feel free to offer your 
suggestions so that next year can be even better. 
 
ASPE Region 2; Affiliate Liaison Report:  
Dann Holmes 
 
Last month, I wrote about the State of California and their mandatory water 
reduction requirements showerheads and residential faucets. This executive 
order was to take effect on January 2016. 
 
Yes, California as well as other states, is experiencing an unprecedented 
drought. We all need to do our part to contribute to the misuse of potable 
water. 
 
I would like to commend the California Energy Commission (CEC) Title 20 Committee and Plumbing 
Manufactures International (PMI) for working together as professionals to come to agreement on how 
best to implement changes to the order. 

 
Without the constant communications between the CEC, PMI, environmental organizations, and yes, 
Certification Bodies (CB’s) like NSF, this understanding may not have been possible. This  
could have led to a market disruption in the availability of showerheads and faucets that met the new, 
lower flow requirements. It could have left the citizens of California without access to new plumbing 
fixtures.To summarize the compromise, manufacturers, their supply-chain, as well as the public will 
see these changes take place. 
 
Showerheads: 

• Maximum 2.0gpm at 80psi manufactured after July 1, 2016 and prior to July 1, 2018. 
• Maximum 1.8gpm at 80 psi manufactured after July 1, 2018 
• All showerheads shall have a minimum flow rate of 60% of the max flow rate at 20psi 
• All showerheads shall have a minimum flow rate of 75% of the max flow rate at 45psi. 
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Residential Lavatory Faucets: 
 

• Maximum 2.2gpm at 60psi manufactured prior to September 1, 2015 (already past) 
• Maximum 1.5gpm at 60psi manufactured on or after September 1, 2015 and prior to July 

1, 2016 
• Maximum 1.2gpm at 60psi manufactured on or after July 1, 2016 

 
In addition to these changes, there will be no additional markings or labeling requirements for shower 
mixing valves. Manufactures will be able to sell-through existing inventory of public lavatory faucets & 
aerators, kitchen faucets & aerators, water closets and urinals through the end of 2015. 
 
My hat is off to everyone involved in this agreement. It is wonderful when common sense, along with 
a commitment to do the right things necessary is done in unison to address a real problem. 
Congratulations. The next trick is to get the citizens of California to install these new fixtures in their 
homes, enjoy their engineering efficiencies, and reduce their overall potable water usage. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: October 2015 
Chapters’ members spoke out to the Eastern Michigan Board and the National 
Society listened. 
 
The National Society in an attempt to streamline the re-registration process and 
reduce cost did away with the mailed re-registration reminders to chapter 
members a few years ago. The Society replaced it with an electronic re-
registration process, which included electronic emailed reminders and 
notifications to replace the previous  re-registration  process. Although a great 
concept, which was received well by most members, it was not appealing to all. 

Many members voiced concerns with the electronic re-registration process to the Eastern Michigan 
Chapter board members. Your board members relayed the comments and concerns they received 
regarding members not getting the electronic notifications, emails going to their junk folders, or just 
did not want to re-register electronically. Those chapter members, as well as all chapter members, 
will be happy to hear that the National Society listened of these concerns and they have updated the 
re-registration process. Chapter members will now receive one mailed re-registration notification 
annually; if necessary, this will be followed by at least one electronic notification by email and if that is 
not enough the National Society plans to personally call any members who have not responded to the 
previous notifications and would be in danger of allowing their membership to lapse. So I say hats off 
to the chapter members for voicing their opinions and well done to the National Society for listening 
and responding. 
 
2015-2016 Symposium: 
If you missed the 2015-2016 Symposium in St. Louis, Missouri from October 1st, 2015 to October 
4th, 2015 you missed a great opportunity to enhance your knowledge of plumbing systems and 
design as well as network with colleagues across the county. I want to 
thank all of the Eastern Michigan Chapter members who attended the 
symposium. The Eastern Michigan Chapter was well represented with 
nine chapter members (that I know of) in attendance. Also, all of the 
Eastern Michigan chapter members need to be congratulated. Due to 
your dedication and participation the Eastern Michigan Chapter, along 
with many other chapters earned the Chapter Award of Merit presented 
by the National Society. Part of earning this Award comes from white 
papers that have been written by our chapter members on various 
plumbing related topics. If you or another chapter member has or is 
providing a white paper on a plumbing related topic for publication to a trade magazine, newsletter, or 
another media source, please let the EMC board know as this aids our chapter toward receiving this 
award again in the future. Again, Congratulations and Thank You to all the chapter members. I hope 
to see Eastern Michigan well represented again at the 2016-2017 Convention in Phoenix next year! 
Look for additional information about the 2015-2016 Symposium among with the other articles within 
this month’s newsletter. 
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This Month: 
 
Messrs. Mike Melaragni and Paul Baker have begun the design class series on “Cross Connection 
Control and Backflow Prevention”. This will cover Cross Connection Control and the Michigan 
Plumbing Code; this is a class I am sure you won’t want to miss. The design class starts at 4:30 PM 
on October 20th, 2015. Our Technical Program for the evening is titled: “Grease Interceptor Sizing, 
Performance and Installation” and will begin at 6:00 PM. We will have a catered dinner between the 
two events. Also, plan to arrive a few minutes early or stay a few minutes later if you want some 
additional time with the vendors who are sponsoring this meeting to learn about their latest 
innovations and product. I look forward to seeing you, our chapter members, and your esteemed 
guest at the Training Center in Troy, MI October 20th, 2015.    
 
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
 
ASPE Region 2; Affiliate Liaison Report:  
Dann Holmes 
 
Are you ready for some…football? Not me, especially with a home team like the 
Detroit Lions, where we wear brown bags over our heads. Then, how about 
learning more about plumbing design? Yes, you say! Great, then I will see you at 
the ASPE Technical Symposium in St. Louis, MO. Be sure to stop by the NSF 
International booth during the ASPE Product Show. If we have not met each 
other already, we will there. 
 
Have you reviewed the technical sessions and planned your schedule? Some on my list include 
“Proper Use of Cross- Connection Control”, the Engineering Ethics Panel. The course on “Truth and 
Honor, the Relationship between the Manufacturer Rep and the Engineer should be interesting. 
 
I am very interested in the “Navigating the Product Certification Maze” as well as the “Impact of U.S. 
Legionella Guidelines on Plumbing System Design sessions. These, as well as “Differences in Plastic 
Piping Materials” are near, and dear to my heart. 
 
In addition to spending time in St. Louis for the Technical Symposium, I am honored to speak to the 
ASPE St. Louis Chapter during their luncheon meeting on October 6. The topic will be on NSF 
International, Who We Are, and What Do We Do. 
 
I fly home after the St. Louis presentation and turn-around to speak to the W MI ASPE Chapter in 
Kalamazoo, MI during lunch on the 8th then drive to Grand Rapids for dinner to speak to their 
members there on Plastic Pipe, Fittings, Applications and more. 
 
Later this month I will be traveling again. The week of October 19 has me in Nashville, TN attending 
the Plastic Pipe Institute (PPI) Fall Conference. As soon as I return from there, I turn around and 
head to San Antonio, TX for the PMI (Plumbing   Manufacturer International) Fall Conference. 
 
In between all the conferences and technical sessions, I will be attending my local ASPE E MI 
Chapter and ASSE MI Chapter board meetings and chapter meetings. I trust many of you will be 
doing the same. 
 
I anticipate writing next month’s article of events of this month. I guess when I really think about it, I 
am not that disappointed that I will not see the Lions play. I probably could not find the time to watch 
anyway. Let us all make learning new design methods to better our profession one of our most 
important goals this month.  
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VP Technical Report                                                                                                                                                                          
Brianne Hall, P.E., LEED AP BD+C, CPD 
 
Hello! Our 2015-2016 meetings kicked off on September 15th. We received great feedback on our 
vent design class series presented last year by Michael Melaragni and Paul Baker, and decided to 
continue to provide another design class series prior to our technical meetings this year! This year’s 
design class series is focusing on cross connections and backflow prevention, provided by Michael 
Melaragni and Paul Baker. The first class at our September 17th meeting was an introduction to the 
series which included the history and definitions for the terms that will be used throughout the series. 
These term definitions included direct and indirect cross connections, backflow, back pressure, back 
siphonage and flood level rim. 
 
The second design class topic at our Oct. 20th meeting is Cross Connection Control & the Michigan 
Plumbing Code. It is recommended you bring a copy of the Michigan Plumbing Code with you to the 
session, which will begin at 4:30 p.m. 
 
The topic for our September technical session was Fuel Gas Systems, presented by our Eastern 
Michigan ASPE Chapter President, Bill Grayzar. Bill began the presentation with a discussion on 
where natural gas comes from and the production and distribution process. He continued with a 
review of the terms and properties used in discussing natural gas. 
 
Natural gas is classified in three categories: low pressure (less than 5 psi), medium pressure (5 psi to 
100 psi) and high pressure (100 psi to 1000 psi). Bill reviewed the acceptable type materials, 
installation guidelines for underground gas piping and the requirements for the gas pipe as it enters 
the building. 
 
At the end of the session, Bill provided pipe sizing examples allowing the attendees to verify their 
understanding of proper gas line sizing utilizing the gas sizing tables and equivalent pipe lengths. The 
same building layout was provided in the two examples, allowing the attendees to compare the 
difference in pipe sizes based on the pressure of the gas. 
 
The topic for our Oct. 20th technical session is Grease Interceptors. Our speaker, Chas Tevis, 
Division Manager from Highland Tank Co., will be reviewing topics such as: types of grease 
interceptors, codes and standards, and sizing. Register for the October meeting at the following link:  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/ aspe-emc-october-2015-technical-program- registration-18701832685 
Our speaker evaluation forms will be provided at each meeting. Please fill them out and include any 
comments or suggestions you have. We review each form and use your feedback to select the 
meeting topics and for general meeting improvement. 
 
OCT. TECHNICAL PROGRAM 
TOPIC: Grease Interceptor Sizing, Performance and Installation                                                                                           
 
Speaker:  Chas Tevis, Highland Tank Co. 
 
Chas Tevis - Member actively involved with the American Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE), 
Water Environmental and Technology (WEFTEC) and Plumbing and Drainage Institute (PDI). He 
participated, in the Uniform Plumbing Code Task Group, for Fats, Oils, and Grease. He Participated 
in 100 mg/l Task Group for Plumbing and Drainage Institute. He again participated in grease 
interceptor code development for the Canadian Standard Association (CSA B481). Assisted in the 
development and patent of a continuous level probe de- signed to measure fats, oils, and grease in 
grease interceptors. Routine interface, with pretreatment coordinators, inspectors, engineers, and 
facilities on grease interceptor design, sizing, performance, maintenance and compliance issues. In 
this session you will learn about the types of grease interceptors, various sizing methods, codes and  
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standards, maintenance, performance and installation requirements. A review of some case studies 
will also be provided. 
 

VP Education                                                                                                                                                                 
Mark Lamberson, CPD 
 
This month, I wanted to discuss a technology that has become more prevalent on 
jobsites in recent history, the robotic total station. These have been used for years 
by surveyors to identify points on construction sites, but MEP trades are now 
taking advantage of them too, for layout of their systems and components within 
the building. Here is a brief description of how they are used. 
 

Surveyors are on site before anyone. They establish project control points, which are reference points 
that the project is constructed from. Early on, if other firms know they are going to utilize robotic total 
stations on the project, they will request that points be placed in convenient locations for them to use 
too, like at every floor level, or near congested mechanical areas. The construction manager normally 
is very willing to accommodate because this ensures that all parties on the project are working from 
the same points, if they are laying out their work in this manner. Inside the building envelope, layout 
occurs as early as the underground plumbing. All plumbing stub-ups are placed with pinpoint 
accuracy within walls. All hangers are located where they will miss the ductwork in the ceiling space. 
Equipment pads, piping mains and branches, cores, sleeves and floor drains are all items that can be 
laid out easily, and very efficiently. All of this is done without pulling a string from column to column or 
using a tape measure. 
 
The total station uses BIM information to achieve this. All of these previous items are coordinated with 
the other building components in the BIM model. When the time comes, a file is generated from the 
model that contains all of the "X," "Y" and "Z" coordinates of each point. The control points on the 
project are also included in this file. When the total station operator opens the file, they find the 
control points and lock them into the unit, utilizing a surveyor's prism to guide it. Once the unit 
identifies two known control points, it can triangulate its relationship to them and begin layout here, 
From the operator specifies where the starting point is and uses either the prism to locate the points, 
or the unit can also project a laser to each point on the slab, deck or wall. Points are marked and 
color coded to identify the type of item located there, and a worker follows behind and installs that 
item. 
 
There are several advantages to using a system like this in our world. There are productivity gains 
when installing hangers and floor drains. This is far more accurate than a string and tape measure. 
There are also some safety advantages because the need to drill into concrete overhead is 
diminished. This is a very common area where eye injuries occur, not to mention the adverse effects 
of silica. 
 
One negative point on these units is their cost. They were in the range of forty five thousand dollars at 
my last check. The price can climb from there based on other functionality that can be added. 
 
In short, this is a technology that is here to stay for a while. If you would like more information, please 
feel free to contact me. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: November 2015 
Welcome new members: I would like to welcome all of the new members who 
have joined the eastern Michigan chapter of ASPE this year. I also encourage 
each and every one of you, along with all chapter members to continue to share 
your ideas and voice your opinions and concerns about the technical programs 
being provided and any future topics that you think would be of interest to the 
other chapter members. You can voice your opinions, concerns, ideas, etc... with 
any of the board members, we are here to listen. Your comments will help the 
board to ensure we continue to provide you the best service possible and 
provide our members with one of, if not the best, technical programs provided by 

an ASPE Chapter. 
 
Also, as chapter members please know that you are welcome to attend any of our monthly board 
meetings. These meetings occur every month on the Tuesday one week prior to each of our technical 
programs. The meetings are currently being held at DiClemente Siegel Design, Inc.’s Southfield office 
located at 28105 Greenfield Road. The chapter board meetings begin at 4:30 PM. Even if I don’t see 
you at a board meeting, I look forward to seeing you at the monthly technical programs. 
 
This Month: Messrs. Mike Melaragni and Paul Baker have begun the design class series on Cross 
Connection Control and Backflow Prevention and will be covering Reduced Pressure - Zone Principle 
Assemblies. The design class starts at 4:30 PM on November 17, 2015. Our technical program for 
the evening is titled; Fire Protection - Specialty Systems and will begin at 6:00 PM. Our speaker for 
the evening is Mr. Jeff Hausmann, SET with Engineered System Sales. We will have a catered dinner 
between the two events. Also, plan to arrive a few minutes early or stay a few minutes later if you 
want some additional time with the vendors who are sponsoring this meeting to learn about their 
latest innovations and products. 
Upcoming events: 
 
Fall is here and the holidays are fast approaching. With the colder weather and shorter days the 
chapter has decided to try something new this year. In December in lieu of having our typical evening 
meeting at the training center will be having a luncheon meeting off site. The meeting will be from 
11:00 AM to 2:00 PM on December 15, 2015. The meeting will be held at Limbach’s Fabrication 
Facility located in Pontiac, Michigan near the old Silverdome. Attendees will have the opportunity to 
tour Limbach’s facility and see actual fabrication processes being performed and learn how the 
process works from concept start to finished product. 

 
2016 Engineers Week occurs from February 21 – 27. If you know of any special events happening in 
the area let the board know so we can inform all of the chapter members. Look to our V.P. Technical 
Board Member, Brianne Hall’s November article for information about the upcoming ASSE Banquet in 
February. Also, don’t forget World Plumbing Day is March 11th every year… everywhere! 
 



579 | P a g e  

November 2015 

 
Due to popular demand we will again be hosting a NASPE race to celebrate World Plumbing Day. 
This will follow our March 15, 2014 technical session on LEED 4.0 Water Efficiency for Existing 
Buildings to be presented by Mr. Alan Deal, P.E. of Performance Engineering Inc. For those 
newcomers who may not know, NASPE is a cross between NASCAR and ASPE. It is a timed car 
race similar to a Cub Scout Pinewood Derby. We will be looking for car designs that represent World 
Plumbing Day, plumbing products, plumbing tools, etc. If you are interested in  
and friends!      
 
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
 

Affiliate Liaison Report                                                                                                                                                                          
Dann Holmes, ASPE Region 2  
 
Participating and need to get a car kit you can contact any of the chapter board 
members. I will have car kits available at all of the upcoming monthly meetings. Yes, 
it is a kit and you will have to build a car according to the rules that will be provided 
in the flier and in your car kit. The car kits are free to ASPE members. One kit will be 
provided to each participating member. A flier will be forth coming about the event. 

 
I look forward to seeing you, our chapter members, and our r esteemed guests at the Plumbing 
Training Center in Troy, MI on November 17, 2015 and at future events. Lastly, I would like to wish 
everyone a very Happy Thanksgiving shared with family October was a very busy month for the 
plumbing industry. The weather was perfect in St. Louis, MO during the ASPE Technical Symposium. 
The technical sessions offered valuable information, educational enhancements, and countless 
opportunities to network with our peers. 
 
Taking advantage of the interaction with fellow ASPE members from around the county, I looked for 
better ways to increase my effectiveness as your Region 2 Affiliate Liaison. Some of these ideas are 
being considered; I will let you know in a future article if any of them develop into action items. 
 
The Plastics Pipe Institute (PPI) www.plasticpipe.org held their fall conference in Nashville, TN. To 
help our engineering community, they recently released a new, FREE, online software tool that aids 
in designing plastic pressure pipe systems using PEX, PE-RT, and CPVC.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           
 
The PPI Plastic Pipe Design Calculator was developed by the PPI association’s Building and 
Construction Division (BCD). You can download the calculator at                                                                                                                                    
www.plas- ticpipe.org/building-construction/bc-pipe-calculator.html. 
 
While you are visiting the PPI website, be sure to read about this year’s Annual Award Winners. 
Consider working with your local factory or rep agency on a plastic pipe project you have and 
consider submitting it for next year’s competition. 

 
PPI also announced they are reaching out to PVC manufacturers, and vice-versa, to help find 
common ground within the plastic pipe industry. This could mean huge changes    in the future, all  
 
for the good. Keep an eye and ear on these developments. Plumbing Manufacturer’s International 
(PMI) held their fall conference at the Rivewalk in San Antonio, TX during October too.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
This is a great networking event with many of the key people within the industry including companies 
like Kohler, Delta, Symmons, Chase Brass, IAPMO, ICC, Moen; I could go on and on. The important 
thing is some of the topics and speakers presenting there.          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Dr. Marc Edwards from Virginia Tech gave a wonderful, in- depth presentation on Legionella and 
where our industry needs to be looking going forward. Dr. Paul Struman from Montana State  
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University followed with his presentation on his work involving Biofilm. Dr. Struman had numerous 
videos imbedded in his presentation showing the reaction and movement biofilm plays within piping 
systems. Unfortunately, the City of Flint, MI took a bad rap during the entire conference. Yes, Flint 
has recently been in the national news media for the detection of lead in their municipal water 
distribution system. This is not acceptable, PERIOD but as industry professionals, we should have 
never let it get to that point. We will see how the politicians and the water purveyors resolve their 
differences going forward. Finally, if you were not aware, October also brought us the IAPMO and 
ICC code hearings. Safe to say, we do not have many months out of the year with so many important 
plumbing industry events. 
 

VP Technical Report:                                                                                                                                        
Brianne Hall, P.E., LEED AP BD+C, CPD 
 
Our second meeting of the year, on October 20th, began with the second class for 
our 2015-2016 design class series on cross connection control and backflow 
prevention. The design class, provided by Michael Melaragni and Paul Baker, 
focused on cross connection   control and the Michigan Plumbing Code. The 
Michigan Safe Drinking Water Act was discussed with specific references to the 
Rules related to cross connections. To expand on the Safe Water Drinking Act, 

the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality publishes a Cross Connection Rules Manual, 
which is available at the following link:                                                                                         
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/ CrossConnectionManual_251521_7.pdf 
 
The Michigan Plumbing Code references the Safe Drinking Water Act and various sections within the 
code are applicable to cross connection control. The third design class topic at our Nov. 17th meeting 
is Reduced Pressure-Zone Assemblies. It is recommended that you bring a copy of the Michigan 
Plumbing Code with you to the session, which will begin at 4:30 p.m. Our presenter for the October 
20th technical session was Chas Tevis, Division Manager from Highland Tank. The topic of  
discussion was Grease Interceptors. Two types of grease interceptors are defined as follows: Passive 
Grease Interceptors are typically located on the exterior of the building and are based on retention 
time. Hydro-Mechanical Grease Interceptors typically are located within the building and utilize flow 
control. 
 
The discussion for exterior grease interceptors covered advantages and disadvantages of concrete 
vs. steel tanks, above ground vs. below ground installations and maintenance requirements. The 
discussion for Interior grease interceptor reviewed the frequency that the interceptors must be 
cleaned and the importance of the location of the interceptor within the building for ease of 
maintenance. The session closed with a brief discussion on the requirements for oil separators 
serving hydraulic elevator pits. For additional information regarding the requirements for oil 
separators serving elevator pits, I recommend referring to the 2nd half of my article written in 
December 2014 reviewing the presentation provided by Calvin Rogler, Chief of the State of Michigan 
Elevator Safety Division. The December 2014 newsletter can be found at the following link:   
michigan.aspe.org/PDF/Dec14-eletter_web. Pdf 
 
 The topic for our Nov. 17th technical session is Fire Protection – Specialty Systems presented by 
Jeff Hausmann of Engineered System Sales. The session will discuss various clean agent systems 
listed in NFPA 2001. Similarities and differences between the systems will be reviewed as well as the 
advantages and disadvantages of the systems. 
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ASPE EMC Historian/Consultant 
John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE, FASPE 
 
A Recent: Appointment to the World Plumbing Council’s Board of Directors 
To all persons who are engaged in plumbing and mechanical engineering who 
may be unaware, I have some good news to report to you. The 
September/October UA Journal has an article regarding the appointment of 
Tom Bigley, Director of Plumbing Services who has been named to the 
Executive Board of the World Plumbing Council (WPC). A quote by John F 

Kennedy appears under Tom Bigley’s picture in the article which states “Anyone who can solve the 
problem of water will be worthy of two Nobel Prizes – One for peace and one for science.” As stated 
in Tom Bigley’s article, the WPC is looking forward to Tom’s contribution to their efforts and further 
development of the WPC. Tom is expected to assist in the development and promotion of the image 
and standards of the plumbing industry worldwide. His contribution in time and effort toward uniting 
the world plumbing industry, and safeguarding the public health and environment is for the benefit of 
all. Our gratitude and congratulations go to Tom Bigley and the UA for supporting the WPC. The 
Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE celebrates World Plumbing Day each year at their March meeting 
along with conducting the NASPE races. World Plumbing Day falls on the March 11every year. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: December 2015 
Now that December is here, for most of us in Michigan it’s time to start looking 
for ice scrappers, digging out the snow shovels, finishing our holiday shopping, 
and setting up the Christmas decorations. However, students enrolled in 
Lawrence Technological University (LTU) Architectural Engineering Degree 
Program will be hard at work on their 2016 AEI (Architectural Engineering 
Institute) Student Design Competition presentations. Last month the students 
competing in the competition reached out to the board members of the Eastern 
Michigan Chapter (EMC) of ASPE to participate in a working review session for 
their 2016 AEI Student Design Competition presentations. 

 
For the 2016 competition, students are being challenged to address the design, integration, and 
construction issues that must be considered for a 17 story mixed use office building located on 
Boylston Street in Boston Massachusetts. 
 
The emphasis of the AEI Competition is the development and integration of innovative and original 
solutions to the design challenge, collaboration, and peer review, all of which are critical to building 
design and construction. Students are encouraged to work together in multidisciplinary teams and 
consider how the engineered systems enhance the architecture of the building. Through the 
competition process, students will demonstrate the knowledge and skills that will make them valuable 
building industry professionals. The challenging conditions specified for the competition will 
encourage the participants to think creatively and provide innovative solutions. 
 
ASPE EMC Board Members Hank Koppelo, Joseph Hernandez and I attended the November 12, 
2015 review session and had a chance to interact with the students and discuss their current design 
concepts. We were all amazed at innovative design ideas being presented by the students and the 
level of engineering that had been completed to back up their designs. I am hesitant to reveal 
detailed information about their 2016 designs as this is an ongoing competition. But I will tell you, LTU 
has excelled in this competition in past years and this year has two (2) separate teams competing in 
the 2016 competition. LTU has invited ASPE EMC back on December 10, 2015 for another working 
review session and many members of the ASPE EMC Board are looking forward to it. You can learn 
more about the AEI Competition at: http://content.asce.org/ student competition/index.html 
 
Please make note that in lieu of having our typical evening meeting at the training center, will be 
having a luncheon meeting off site. The meeting will be from 11 AM to 2:00 PM on December 15, 
2015. The meeting will be held at Limbach’s Fabrication Facility located at 926 Featherstone Road in 
Pontiac, Michigan near the old Silverdome. Attendees will have the opportunity to tour  
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Limbach’s facility and see actual fabrication processes being performed and learn how the process 
works from concept start to finish product. I look forward to seeing you at Limbach’s facility in Pontiac, 
MI on December 15th, 2015.     
                                       
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
 

VP Technical Report                                                                                                             
Brianne Hall, P.E., LEED AP BD+C, CPD 
 
Hello! Our November meeting started with the 3rd in our series of this year’s design 
classes on cross connection control and backflow prevention. The class, provided by 
Michael Melaragni and Paul Baker, focused on fire sprinkler system backflow 
prevention. 
 

The requirements for backflow prevention as stated in Section 608.16.4 of the Michigan Plumbing 
Code are to provide an ASSE 1015 Double Check Assembly, ASSE 1048 Double Check Fire 
Protection Backflow Prevention Assembly or an ASSE 1047 Reduced Pressure Principal Fire 
Protection Backflow Prevention Assembly. An exception to this requirement is for deluge, pre-action 
or dry pipe fire protection systems. Each type of backflow prevention was examined in addition to 
installation and testing concerns of the backflow assemblies. There will not be a design class at the 
December meeting and will resume in January. 
 
Our technical session was provided by Jeff Hausmann, SET. Jeff discussed the history of specialty 
systems such as Halon 1301, which has been banned due to the use of refrigerants. The current 
clean agent systems utilize either liquid stored within cylinders, inert/compressed gases, or a hybrid 
system. 
 
Jeff discussed various myths associated with clean agent systems. For example, clean agent 
systems are safe for limited exposure and do not suck all of the oxygen out of the room. Fire is 
extinguished when the level of oxygen in a space reaches 16%, clean agent systems reduce oxygen 
levels to 14%. Pike’s Peak in Colorado has oxygen levels at 12.5%; therefore, humans can remain in 
the room and during a clean agent system discharge. 
 
Various advantages and disadvantages were reviewed for the different systems. For example, 
aragonite, inergen and nitrogen compressed gas systems are less expensive to recharge in 
comparison to liquid systems due to the cost of the agent. The session concluded with a video of a 
clean agent system test showing a group of people standing within the room as the system was 
activated. 
 
For our December meeting, rather than our typical evening session we will be holding the meeting 
over lunch. I would appreciate any positive or negative feedback regarding lunch meetings vs. 
evening meetings. We would like to accommodate our members and understand that it may be a 
preference to attend lunch meetings rather than evening meetings. If the December meeting receives 
a positive response, we will consider holding more meetings next year over lunch. 
 
In addition to the meeting time change for December, our meeting will also be held at a different 
location. Our December meeting will be held at Limbach in Pontiac. The meeting will cover the 
fabrication process from start to finish and will include a tour of the facility. Lunch will be provided. 
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Affiliate Liaison Report                                                                                                               
Dann Holmes, ASPE Region 2 
 
Well we have made it through two of the four or five biggest food consumption days of the year. 
Halloween candy is gone, deer hunting season is mostly over, and Tom turkey was cooked. My 
household spent Thanksgiving Day giving thanks to those who came before us and sacrificed to pave 
the way for our nation’s freedom, health, and well-being. I hope your waistline is holding in check; 
mine is not doing so well. It is time to “tighten my belt” and stay focused on eating healthy and limiting 
my food intake the rest of this year. With three holidays left, I will do my best not to entertain large 
portions. Discipline is the word of the month. Let me take this time to wish all of you, your families, 
friends, and ASPE chapter members, a safe and wonderful Hanukkah, a Merry Christmas, and a 
Happy New Year. On a lighter note, pun intended, let me bring you up to date on a few things new for 
Region 2. First, Society has given each Regional Affiliate Liaison an ASPE e-mail address. Please 
update my contact information to include R2AL@ASPE.ORG. 
Bill Grayzar December 2015 Page 3 
 
Brian Henry, ASPE Director of Affiliate Relations, has announced conference calls between the five 
regional affiliates. We have agreed to hold these on a Friday afternoon about every month or so 
starting in the New Year. I would like to hear from you on subjects you would like me to address. 
 
Keep these addresses close by in case you need to reach out to another region. I am assuming you 
can follow the logic with these. 
 
• R1AL@ASPE.ORG – Ken Clark 
• R3AL@ASPE.ORG – Tom Sharp 
• R4AL@ASPE.ORG – Mike Adkins 
• R5AL@ASPE.ORG – Dave Cropper 
 
Keith Bush, CPD and Region 2 Director has information to pass on too. Keith sent a very nice plaque 
to Jim Rodgers, CPD for his PME Engineering Award for 2015. This is an award Region 2 should be 
proud receiving. The big question now is how do we repeat this in 2016? Which one of you will 
nominate an engineer that you know deserves this distinction? Could it be you? We need to keep this 
prestigious award in Region 2 for as long as we can. 
 
I would like to make one suggestion to everyone who will be spending some quality time with his or 
her families in the coming weeks. This is a little different than say, the typical Santa story, but 
nonetheless, this will validate what you do to keep our waterways clean and healthy. 
 
We all like to sit back and watch TV and/or videos during down time. Make this year special. Visit 
www.pbs.org/how- we-got-to-now/home/. Check out the “How We Got To Now” series with Steven 
Johnson, specifically the segment called Clean: Origins of Chlorinating Water. You will not be 
disappointed, and they will thank you. They will be proud of what you do for them every day. 
The best to all of you and remember, once the New Year begins, we begin our focus on  the  ASPE  
Conference  and Expo in Phoenix, AZ from October 28th through November 2nd. 
 
Make this a truly happy, safe, and festive holiday season 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: January 2016 
With the Holiday season behind us and the 2016 calendar year beginning it is 
time to get back to business. The same is true for ASPE-EMC. We have a lot 
going on in 2016.We are starting 2016 with a bang at the January 19, 2016 joint 
technical meeting with ASHRAE. 
                                        
The evening will begin at 4:30 PM with our 4th plumbing design class covering 
backflow prevention being provided by our instructors, Messrs. Michael 
Melaragni, CPD and Paul Baker. The plumbing design class topic will be Non-
Testable Devices and Methods. The design class will be followed by dinner and 

vendor tabletop discussions. We will then move into our technical program for the evening at 
approximately 6:00 PM. The January technical program is a two part program being provided by 
Caleffi Hydronic Solutions. The first part of the program will cover Solving Hydronic Separation 
Problems in Hydronic Systems, while the second part of the program will cover Hydronic and 
Domestic Hot Water System Balancing. Our speaker for the technical programs will be Mr. Jody 
Samuel of Caleffi Hydronic Solutions. Please remember to complete your online registrations and to 
sign-in and out of each class, technical session and seminar to obtain your CEU’s. 
 
Coming in February is the Annual ASSE Awards Banquet. The Banquet will be held on Saturday, 
February 6, 2015 at the Italian American Banquet Center in Livonia, Michigan. The National Society 
of ASPE President Mr. Mitch Clemente, CPD will be the keynote speaker for the evening. The 
banquet is scheduled to begin at 6:00pm. Look for the flier included in this newsletter. Our February 
plumbing design class and technical session will be held on February 16, 2015 at the Plumbing 
Industry Training Center. 
 
On March 15, 2016, in recognition of World Plumbing Day (which is March 11th) our Eastern Chapter 
will be hosting the 3rd Annual NASPE Race. Last year’s prizes included gift cards, plumbing fixtures, 
garbage disposers, etc… Thank you to those representatives that donated prizes. Remember if you 
need a race car kit they are free to members. The kits will be available at the technical meetings in 
January and February or you can contact any one of the board members. Look to the flier in this 
newsletter for more information. 
 
If you are thinking about taking on a more active role in the ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter, our 
annual elections will be coming soon for the 2016- 2017 calendar year. 
 
If you are considering becoming a board member or board officer or know someone else who may be 
considering it, please let someone on the current board know so we get them added to our annual 
election ballot. Election ballots will be distributed to all members in good standing  
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sometime in April. At our May meeting we will have our annual induction of the new board for the 
upcoming year, in addition to our design class and technical session. 
 
As you can see there is a lot going on in the next few months. The 2015-2016 ASPE EMC Board has 
worked very hard to bring you a year filled with quality programs. I certainly hope you are utilizing and 
benefiting from the resources being provided by this ASPE Chapter. Hope to see you at the Plumbing 
Industry Training Center on January 19th, 2016. 
 
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
 
VP Technical Report:                                                                                                                                    
Brianne Hall, P.E., LEED AP BD+C, CPD 
 
Happy New Year! Our December technical meeting was unique for a couple reasons as we held the 
meeting during lunch rather than our typical evening session and the meeting was located at Limbach 
in Pontiac. We appreciate all feedback we have received regarding the change in time and location. If 
you were unable to attend or have additional comments, please speak to any of the Board members 
or add them to any future evaluation form. We would like to provide technical sessions that benefit 
our members and use your feedback about meeting times, locations, or topics to plan our future 
programs. 
 
A design class was not held with our December meeting. The design classes will resume in January, 
with Design Class #4: Non-Testable Devices and Methods. 
 
The speaker for our December meeting was Mark Lamberson who presented on Fabrication: The 
Dissection of Your Design. Mark identified types of construction components that can be fabricated 
off-site as well as the advantages to completing the work off-site. One advantage to fabricating at an 
off-site location is lean construction. When working on the job site, scrap materials are often thrown 
away however when working in a shop setting those materials can be saved and utilized in the future. 
Other advantages to completing work off-site are removing the impact of weather that may delay the 
schedule, the requirement for burn permits on the construction site and storage space on site. 
 
In addition to the advantages, Mark also discussed several reasons that would discourage completing 
the fabrication off-site. These include the requirement for space within the facility to complete the 
fabrication and the proximity from the facility to the job site. Mark reviewed the fabrication process 
from start to finish. This includes completing the model sign off, field verifications, and spooling which 
is breaking down the job into individual fabrication components. He also discussed the importance of 
understanding your limitations based on vehicle transporting of the fabricated components to the job 
site and remaining within those limitations. 
After the presentation, the group was provided a tour of Limbach’s facility and was able to see how 
Limbach is fabricating various components within their shop which will be transported later to the 
construction site. 
 
Thank you to our December meeting sponsor, Limbach, for hosting this event! Our annual joint 
meeting with ASHRAE will be held on January 19th. The presentation will be provided by Jody 
Samuel of Caleffi Hydronic Solutions. He will be presenting on two topics, Air, Dirt, Hydraulic 
Separation and Hydronic and Domestic Hot Water Balancing. Do not forget to register for the January 
session. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: February 2016 
Well it’s hard to believe February is here and Michigan continues to have 
temperatures in the 40’s on a regular basis and according to Punxsutawney Phil, 
we are due for an early spring. This might seem great now, unless you own a ski 
resort. But what impact will the lack of snow fall this winter have on rivers and 
lakes in Michigan this summer? Will charter fi shing suffer as many of the ski 
resorts are suffering now? Will agriculture or your lawns suffer due to limited 
supplies of water for irrigation? Will E. coli levels be elevated at our beaches to 
the point of not being safe for public use? We always have to keep in mind there 
is a balance to nature and the more unusual the weather patterns become the 

more crucial is the need protect city’s water supply. 
 
World Plumbing Day (March 11, 2016) is a great day to think about ways to protect our fresh water 
supplies. World Plumbing day was developed so that each year people all over the world would 
pause to re fl ect on the vital role plumbing plays in preserving their health and way of life, and in 
building sustainable disease free futures for millions in the developing world. This is something to 
think about while you design and build your race cars for the annual NASPE Race. The NASPE race 
was created to recognize World Plumbing Day. We will be racing the cars on March 15, 2016 at the 
conclusion of our monthly technical session. Remember if you need a race car kit they are free to 
members. The kits will be available at the technical meeting in February or you can contact any one 
of the board members. 
 
Just a reminder if you are thinking about taking on a more active role in the ASPE Eastern Michigan 
Chapter, our annual elections will be coming up soon for the 2016-2017 calendar year. Also, as 
always any chapter member is welcome to join us at our monthly board meetings. If you are 
interested in attending a board meeting or being a chapter officer, please feel free to contact me or let 
one of the current Board Members know. We would enjoy having you. 
 
Those of you that attended the 2016 ASSE Awards Banquet on February 6, 2016 had the unique 
opportunity to hear from our keynote speaker, ASPE National President Mr. Mitch Clemente, CPD; 
ASPE Executive Director/ CEO Mr. Billy Smith, FASPE; and ASPE National Secretary / ASPE Region 
2 Director Mr. Keith Bush, CPD, GPD, CSI.  
 
Our February Plumbing Design Class will cover Vacuum Breakers both Atmospheric and Pressure 
and our Technical Session will cover  High Efficiency Domestic Water Heating Design. The presenter 
for the Technical session is Mr. Josh Looper, P.E. of the R.L. Deppmann Company. The Plumbing 
Design Class begins at 4:30 PM and the Technical Session at 6:00 PM.  

 
It was great to see many of you at the ASSE Awards Banquet and I’m looking forward to meeting with 
you at the Plumbing Industry Training Center on February 16th, 2016. 
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
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Affiliate Liaison Report                                                                                                            
Dann Holmes, ASPE Region 2 
 
Having just returned from the 2016 AHR Expo in Orlando, FL, one wonders how 
many industry professionals attended this annual event and what is the state of 
the HVAC/R industry. Although the official numbers are not available at the time 
of this writing, early indications show this to be the largest AHR  Expo  ever in the 
southeast. Preregistration stood at 32,509. The last time the show was in Orlando 
the figure was around 28,000. Keep in mind, weather along the northeastern 

corridor caused many flight delays and cancellations. AHR is claiming 60,000 eventually walked the 
exhibit floor. If this is correct, then this rivals expos held in Chicago and suggests the health of 
HVAC/R industry is quite good. Exhibitors of all types were there. Legend introduced their new Hyper 
Pure PE-RT tubing available in sizes up to 2”. Dow Chemical was in their booth as part of this historic 
market launch. This new product carries a listing for hot and cold potable water use and as an added 
bonus, manufactured in the USA. Uponor displayed their new 3” PEX along with the Milwaukee 
expansion tool specially designed to work with their joining method. It should be noted, this too is 
manufactured in the USA. 
 
Uponor displayed their new 3” PEX along with the Milwaukee expansion tool specially designed to 
work with their joining method. It should be noted, this too is manufactured in the USA. 
Victaulic was certainly proud to talk about their new coupling designed to handle steam applications 
up to 150psi. The groove is set further back than you might be accustomed to, so be sure to contact 
your local representative for additional information. 
 
Aquatic NA now has their certification listings for their PP-RCT fusion piping system. You can be sure 
you will be hearing much more about this product in the future. In fact, Plumbing Contractor Magazine 
recently wrote a story about this in their November 2015 issue. 
 
Trust me when I say there were many more innovative products on display but I do not have enough 
space in our newsletters to give manufacturers and the ASHRAE educational seminars their just 
deserve. I would like to improve on this in the future. 
 
It was a pleasure seeing Billy Smith, Executive Director/ CEO of ASPE along with Brian Henry, 
Director of Affiliate Relations at ASPE working the show floor. You can image Brian was pulling out all 
the stops seeking corporate sponsors for the 2016 ASPE Convention and Expo in Phoenix, AZ in late 
October. Certification bodies were well represented too including the CSA Group, Indirect CC-ES, 
TUV SUD America, IAPMO, Radiant  Professionals Alliance, UL LLC, and NSF International. 
 
Start planning today to attend both the 2016 ASPE Convention and the Expo in Phoenix from 
October 28 to November 2 as well as the 2017 AHR Expo in Las Vegas from January 30 to February 
1. 
 
Show your industry support and let us work together to make our industry attendee numbers the 
largest they have ever been. 
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VP Technical Report 
Brianne Hall, P.E., LEED AP BD+C, CPD 
 
Thank you to the Detroit ASHRAE Chapter for joining us for an annual meeting on January 19th! 
Our 4th design class in our cross connection series covered Non-Testable Devices and Methods. The 
methods include air gap separation and barometric loops. Non-Testable Devices include hose 
connection vacuum breakers, backflow preventers for beverage dispensing equipment, laboratory 
faucet vacuum breakers and other similar devices. Each method or device was presented with 
discussion on where usage is appropriate and if applicable the associated ASSE standard. Our 
technical sessions were presented by Jody Samuell of Caleffi, Jody covered two topics, Hydraulic 
Separation and System Balancing. Jody discussed the importance of a properly balanced system and 
how to achieve it by utilizing balancing valves within the system. Several types of balancing valves 
were examined including variable orifice, fixed or direct reading balancing valves and dynamic 
balancing valves. He reviewed how each type of valve worked with the advantages and 
disadvantages of each type of valve. 
 
He also discussed the importance of hydraulic separation within a system and the available options 
for achieving separation. In addition to reviewing sizing a hydraulic separator, other functions that a 
hydraulic separator can provide were discussed. A hydraulic separator can also have air and dirt 
removal built-in to allow for one piece of equipment to perform three functions. 
Our February meeting will be held on February 16th. The topic for the design class held from 4:30 
p.m.-5:30 p.m. will be Atmospheric and Pressure Vacuum Breakers. Our technical session will be on 
High Efficiency Domestic Water Heating Design and will be presented by Josh Looper, P.E. from the 
R.L. Deppmann Company. Register for the February session.  
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 2016 
If you missed the 2016 Michigan Chapter of ASSE Awards Banquet, you missed 
a great event. I would like to thank ASPE National Society President Mr. Mitch 
Clemente, CPD, ASPE National Society Executive Director/CEO and Secretary 
Mr. Billy Smith and ASPE Region 2 Director Mr. Keith Bush, CPD, GPD, CSI for 
attending the event. Congratulations go out to Ms. Brianne Hall P.E., LEED AP 
BD+C, CPD of FTC&H who was chosen as the 2015 recipient of the John E. 
Matthews “Engineer of the Year” award, Mr. Chad Kundinger of Kerr Pump and 
Supply who received the Malcolm Wallace Award, and to Mr. Barry Pines, 
FASSE, CPD who received the  John R. Nussbaum Lifetime Achievement Award 

at the 2016 ASSE Annual Awards Banquet. Next time you see them at one of the monthly technical 
sessions, take a moment to stop by and congratulate them. 
 
Just a reminder, if you are considering becoming CPD certified, registration for the upcoming CPD 
exam, on March 31st, 2016 and April 1st, 2016, will be closing on March 11th, 2016. If you are 
planning to take the exam, get signed up quickly. 
 
For those requiring CPD recertification, you can visit ASPE National Society website at ASPE.org, 
where they have made the recertification process simple and easy. Please remember chapter 
members are responsible for maintaining their own records regarding their CPD recertification. 
 
I hope everyone has finished building their NASPE race car for our annual race in celebration of 
World Plumbing Day. We will be racing the cars on March 15th, 2016 at the conclusion of our monthly 
technical session. Remember if you need a race car kit they are free to members. If you need a kit 
please feel free to contact me 
. 
Our March Plumbing Design Class will cover Double Check Valve Assemblies and our Technical 
Session will cover LEED 4.0 Water Efficiency for Existing Buildings. The presenter for the Technical 
session is Mr. Alan Deal, P.E. of Performance Engineering Group in Livonia, MI. The Plumbing 
Design Class begins at 4:30 PM and the Technical Session at 6:00 PM.I look forward to seeing you 
at the Plumbing Industry Training Center on March 15th, 2016.   
 
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
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TOPIC: LEED 4.0 Water Efficiency for Existing Buildings:  
Speaker Alan Deal, P.E. 
 
Performance Engineering, Livonia, MI What are the changes with the new LEED 4.0 
guidelines? This session will identify the intent, requirements and paths to 
compliance with the new guidelines. Learn to recognize the various ways to reduce 
water consumption in all areas of the facility. The implementation of metering 
strategies and requirements to foster better water resource management will be 
reviewed. These topics will be discussed along with the specific metrics and synergies between 
multiple credits that must be reached for mechanical systems, plumbing and storm water systems in 
order to achieve or maintain a LEED certified facility. 
 
Alan is president of Performance Engineering Group, Inc. Performance Engineering Group has been 
actively involved in designing and marketing domestic hot water and Hydronic heating systems since 
1964. Performance Engineering Group has been involved with hundreds of energy conservation 
projects across a broad spectrum of market segments, including renewable energy and waste energy 
solutions. They specialize in providing complete, engineered packages to the installation contractor 
including materials and design and are an active trade ally with all commercial and multi-family 
Energy Optimization providers in the State of Michigan. Alan has received many industry awards 
including multiple ASHRAE technology awards for energy conservation activities, ASPE-Eastern 
Michigan Chapter Engineer of the year, and a Radiant Panel Association Hall of Fame nominee. 
 
VP Technical Report 
Brianne Hall, P.E., LEED AP BD+C, CPD 
 
Hello! Our February meeting started with the 5th design class in our cross connection series with the 
topic of vacuum breakers. Vacuum breakers are utilized to prevent backflow thru back- siphonage. In 
piping systems, a siphon occurs when the system pressure is below atmospheric pressure. Vacuum 
breakers stop the backflo by introducing air to the piping system to break the siphon. Vacuum 
breakers can provide high and low hazard protection. 
 
Three types of vacuum breakers were reviewed, Atmospheric (ASSE Standard 1001), Pressure 
(ASSE Standard 1020) and Spill-Resistant (ASSE Standard 1056). The components and operation of 
each device were presented as well as the different code requirements for each. The topic for our 
next design class on March 15th will be Double Check Valve Assemblies. 
 
The technical session was presented by Josh Looper, P.E. from R L Deppmann Company on the 
topic of High Efficient Water Heater System Design. Josh began the presentation by providing a 
review of the different types of systems, tank type with combustion and storage in the same unit and 
separately, instantaneous and tankless water heaters. Josh discussed the factors which impact 
energy usage for the various systems which included tank heat losses, efficiency of the various 
systems and cycling. His presentation indicated that the tank heat losses are negligible, tankless 
heaters have a 5%-8% greater efficiency over tank type and the cycling efficiency on low turn-down 
2%-7% lower than high-turn down heaters. 
 
He also reviewed sizing for the different types of systems and discussed the importance of 
understanding how different manufacturers and methods for sizing vary. The best way to ensure that 
you are obtaining a properly sized system is to understand all of the assumptions and factors  
utilized in the sizing method and make the necessary adjustments for your system design 
requirements. 
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Our next meeting will be held on March 15th. The design class will be held from 4:30 p.m.–5:30 p.m. 
with the technical session beginning at 6:00 p.m. Our technical session will be presented by Alan 
Deal, P.E. of Performance Engineering Group. Alan will be speaking about LEED 4.0 Water 
Efficiency for Existing Buildings. At the conclusion of the technical session, we will be celebrating 
World Plumbing Day with our annual NASPE Car Races. Do not forget to register for the March 
meeting. 
 

Affiliate Liaison Report  
Dann Holmes, ASPE Region 2 
 
Having just returned from the 2016 AHR Ah yes, the days are getting longer and 
the weather is letting us know spring is just around the corner. Of course, Mother 
Nature will always get the last laugh. 
 
How many of you are aware of The State of The Society video presentation by 
Mitch Clemente? It was released on February 19 on   the ASPE Facebook page. 
The video is slightly over 30 minutes long and contains valuable information. I 

believe it would be a nice addition to your local chapter board meetings. Ask one of your board 
members about it. 
 
 After the first round of the ASPE Chapter Membership Tournament, we have chapters in the running 
to become overall champions! 
 
Toronto, Buffalo-Niagara, and Rochester chapters are doing well and made it to round two. 
Unfortunately, we have two Region 2 chapters competing against each other, Eastern MI and 
Philadelphia and that can never end well. 
 
Central Ohio, Cleveland, Southwestern Ohio, Central Indiana, Evansville, Johnstown, Rochester, and 
Western MI all have a chance in the constellation round. Keep up the great work and build your 
memberships. 
 
I am happy to report I was able to attend the Ohio Association of Plumbing Inspectors (OAPI) 
conference in Dublin. It is a nice way to build relationships with our regulatory officials. 
Next month, I will travel to Evansville to take part in the ASPE-JATC trade show at the UA Local 136 
training center. The following day, I will give a presentation to our Evansville ASPE members. 
Keep an eye here for exciting news in the near future as well in upcoming ASPE press releases. 
Things are moving in the right direction for all of us. I cannot wait to tell you more about them. Now, 
take some time and clean up the golf clubs and fishing rods. You are going to need them very soon. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: April 2016 
Hopefully we have finally seen our last blast of winter weather. As Spring break 
winds to a close, it is time to get ready for those summer projects. 
 
For my spring break, I had the opportunity to attended Uponor 2016 Connections 
Convention and Exposition in Las Vegas, NV. During the breakout sessions 
provided at the Convention, I gained valuable insight into the current use, and 
the future of, cross-linked polyethylene (PEX) piping systems for both  residential 
and commercial applications. The highlight of the show was the formal 
introduction of 3” PEX tubing and the associated tooling. The exposition was 

impressive with a full scale stud wall structure with various fixtures from sinks and lavatories to 
washing machine wall boxes and sprinkler heads, utilizing various ceiling and wall PEX tubing 
installation configurations. The open stud construction made it easy to see how PEX tubing is actually 
run and connected within stud wall construction. Radiant heating and cooling installations were also 
displayed. In addition, the exposition also included hands-on tool and computer aided design 
software demonstrations and a display of various fitting configurations, hangers, supports and tooling 
products were available. 
 
The show also hosted brand visionary speaker Ken Schmidt, former director of communications for 
Harley Davidson, internationally recognized keynote speaker Ryan Avery, who is a world champion 
public speaker, and motivational speaker Doug Hanson. If you ever have the opportunity to listen to 
anyone of these speakers take advantage of it, I thoroughly enjoyed each one of them. 
 
Speaking of speakers, you won’t want to miss the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE’s, April 2016 
Technical Session. We have presenter Mark Allen of Beacon Medaes returning to discuss Medical 
Gas Code Changes. As you might remember two-years ago, Mark Allen provided a phenomenal full 
day seminar on Medical Gas Design. In addition to the technical program, we will be hosting our early 
Plumbing Design Class series on cross connection and backflow. This month will cover Reduced 
Pressure-Zone Principle Assemblies. The Plumbing Design Class begins at 4:30 PM and the 
Technical Session at 6:00 PM. 
 
Coming in May will be the election and induction of ASPE EMC board officers for the upcoming 2016-
2017 calendar year. If you are considering a board position, contact any of the current ASPE EMC 
board members as soon as possible, as nominations will be closing on the 1st of May 2016. 
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The Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE will soon be settings dates and times for our first summer 
meeting to begin planning for the 2016-2017 technical programs and speakers. If there is a technical 
session you would like to see presented in next year’s program, now is the time to pull aside one of 
the Board members and give them your thoughts and ideas. The Board always welcomes and 
encourages feedback from our chapter members. Also, as a chapter member, you are always 
welcome to attend any chapter board meeting as well as the monthly technical sessions. I look 
forward to seeing you using your member benefits by joining us at the Plumbing Industry Training 
Center on April 19th, 2016. 
 
Bill Grayzar, CPD 
 
APRIL TECHNICAL PROGRAMS TOPIC: MEDICAL GAS CODE CHANGES,  
By Mark Allen 
 
This session will identify recent updates to the NFPA Codes as they directly relate 
to and impact the design and installation of medical gas piping systems. Mr. Allen 
has been involved in medical gas industry since 1978. He started out of college 
with one of the earliest certification firms back when “certification” of Medical gas 
Systems was just gaining credence. After seven years he transitioned to a major 
manufacturer in 1985 and has held various technical and marketing roles. He now 
proudly works for Beacon Medaes, the innovation leader in the medical gas 
products industry. He has been involved in virtually all aspects of medical gas work, including 
regulatory, testing and certification, marketing, and product development over the last 23 years.  He 
is an active member of the National Fire Protection Association Technical Committee on Medical Gas 
and Vacuum Systems and has been involved with that Committee since the 1987 edition. He is also 
an active member of the Canadian Standards Association Technical Committee on Medical Gas and 
Vacuum Systems. He has recently been honored as a special expert by the MGPHO Verifier’s 
Organization. 
 
VP Technical Report 
Brianne Hall, P.E., LEED AP BD+C, CPD 
 
Hello! Only a couple meetings remain this year which will complete our design class series on cross 
connections and backflow prevention and technical sessions reviewing Medical Gas Code Changes 
and Storm Water Drainage Design. If you have any suggestions for design classes or technical 
sessions for next year, please either share them with any Board member, include them on the 
program evaluation forms, or attend our June planning session (date TBD). 
 
Our March design class covered double check valves and assemblies, which have been a part of 
plumbing systems with field testing for over 100 years. Double check valves are non- testable, non-
repairable devices which provide low hazard protection against back-siphonage and back-pressure. 
 
Double check assemblies provide the same low hazard protection however, are both testable and 
repairable. The assembly consists of two shut-off valves with four test cocks for testing and air 
removal. The code and test requirements for these assemblies were reviewed during the class, as 
well as the applicable ASSE standards applying to both double check valves and assemblies. 
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Our technical session topic was LEED v4 and the changes related to water efficiency was presented 
by Alan Deal of Performance Engineering. Focusing on existing buildings and obtaining the indoor 
water use prerequisite/credit requires either reducing water usage by 150% or 120% of current code 
based on the building’s original occupancy date or metering water usage which for the credit includes 
sub-metering systems such as irrigation and cooling towers. Various methods of reducing water 
usage, such as replacing existing plumbing fixtures with higher efficiency fixtures were discussed. 
 
A new addition to the water usage reduction is the ability to include process water used for items 
such as dishwashers, ice machines and spray valves. This allows for additional savings under this 
credit and must be accounted for within the prerequisite. 
 
Two additional credits discussed with methods for achieving points were cooling tower water use and 
outdoor water savings. Both credits include installing sub-meters as a method to achieve the points. 
Following the discussion on LEED v4, our presenter spoke about Legionella and ASHRAE Standard 
188. The increase of legionella outbreaks requires a change in the way facilities are both designed 
and maintained. In the future, it can be expected that changes will be required for the design and 
installation of building piping distribution systems to prevent legionella outbreaks. 
 
Thank you to Bill Grayzar for holding our annual NASPE car race at our March meeting! It is great to 
see the creativity everyone puts into the car design and watching the races. Congratulations to the 
winners! April’s design class will review reduced pressure-zone principle assemblies. The technical 
session will be presented by Mark Allen of Beacon Medaes on Medical Gas Code Changes. Pleas 
register for the April Class. 

 
Affiliate Liaison Report 
Dann Holmes, ASPE Region 2 
 
In my article last month, I told you about “The State of The Society” video 
presentation by Mitch Clemente. I hope you    had a chance to view it. If not, please 
visit this YouTube link to watch his ASPE video, https://youtu.be/   GrgEMxM792M. 
There is a wealth of knowledge packed into one-half hour. 
 

Left standing in the Sweet 16 round of the ASPE Chapter Membership Tournament, we have 
Philadelphia and Toronto. Eastern Michigan lost to Philly by just 0.68%. It is nice to know our 
remaining Chapters in contention are on opposite sides of the bracket. Philly took on Kansas City and 
Toronto took on Virginia Blue Ridge to enter the Elite 8. Come-on Region 2, we are rooting for you.  
 
If you read the recent ASPE Pipeline last week you might 
have read about a cat that slipped out of the bag prior to an 
official press release, so I can now inform you that ASPE 
and NSF International have signed an MOU. Under this 
agreement, both organizations will work cooperatively on 
many fronts and are very excited to give ASPE members 
access to so  
much new information. We can elaborate on this 
opportunity once the press release is official. Stay tuned. 
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I travelled to Evansville, IN recently to take part in the third annual joint ASPE-JATC trade show at the 
UA Local 136 training center. It was an incredible event. There were upwards of 425 apprentices, 
instructors, and building officials that visited our manufacturers. I was honored to be able to take part 
in this event. It was such a huge success: make plans to attend the fourth annual joint ASPE-JATC 
trade show in Evansville. 
 
To top off the week, I was invited to present an In-Depth Look into NSF to our Evansville ASPE 
members. I count my blessings every day 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: May 2016 
As we come to the end of another great year of ASPE technical programs, I 
would personally like to thank all of the 2015-2016 ASPE EMC Board and the 
Chapter Members who supported me over the last two years and who helped 
ASPE EMC to provide top notch programs and events for the Chapter and its 
Members. I have truly enjoyed working with each and every one of the Board 
Members and I am inspired by the support and dedication they provided. I would 
like to thank Theresa Green of MCA Detroit who continues to serve as the 
Chapter’s newsletter editor and webmaster. She does a masterful job of editing 
our newsletters and continues to keep our website current with the latest 

information regarding the Society. I would like to thank Pam Hartsell for stepping in as Administrative 
Secretary while John Nussbaum has been recovering. As the past Chapter Treasurer, she also has 
been assisting Hank Koppelo our Chapter Treasurer with the Chapter finances. Thanks to their 
accurate record keeping, I am happy to report the chapter is financially stable. 
 
I would like to thank Amanda Belcher who has been an instrumental part of increasing our Chapter 
membership over the past two years from 83 members to the current count of 106 members. I would 
like to thank both Brianne Hall and Mark Lamberson for developing and implementing an electronic 
sign-up and attendance tracking for our technical sessions and the issuance of Continuing Education 
Units (CEU) for Chapter Members. 
 
I would like to thank veteran board members Joe Hernandez, Dann Holmes and George Johnston 
who continue to serve the Chapter and are always providing valuable input and are willing to take on 
any task assigned to them. 
 
I would like to thank our newest board members, Kristin Simoneaux and Theresa Allen, for regularly 
attending the 2015-2016 Chapter Board meetings and for providing valuable insight, for comment and 
service as well as for becoming nominees for positions on the 2016-2017 Board. 
Finally, I would like to thank Messrs. Mike Melaragni, CPD and Paul Baker who once again prepared 
and presented a fantastic Plumbing Design Class Series on Cross Connection and Backflow 
throughout the year, in addition to our monthly technical programs. After serving two years as your 
chapter president, I feel it is time to allow someone else the opportunity to serve as the chapter 
president. A changing of the guard, so to speak, will help to ensure that our chapter stays fresh with 
new ideas and concepts and remains current with the times. I have truly enjoyed serving as your 
chapter president and look forward to continuing to serve the Chapter in the role of V.P. Legislative 
for the 2016-2017 calendar year. 

 
On behalf of the ASPE EMC, I would also like to thank all of the tabletop sponsors who supported us 
throughout the past two years. It is because of your continued support and sponsorship through 
tabletop displays, newsletter advertisements, fliers, etc. that we are able to present our technical 
programs and keep our Chapter financially stable. 
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The new ASPE EMC Board will begin planning for the 2016- 2017 calendar year of technical 
programs and speakers on Saturday, June 11, 2016. If there is a technical session you would like to 
see presented in next year’s program, now is the time contact one of the Board Members and give 
them your thoughts and ideas, or you can attend the first 2016-2017 summer planning session on 
Saturday, June 11, 2016 and present your ideas in person. As always, we welcome and encourage 
any of our Chapter Members to attend the open door summer planning session. The meeting with 
begin at 8:30 AM and is expected to conclude between 1:00 PM and 2:00 PM. 
   
The meeting will be held at the DiClemente Siegel Design Inc. office in Southfield, Michigan, located 
at 28105 Greenfield Road, Southfield, Michigan. 
 
As members of the Eastern Michigan Chapter of ASPE, I encourage each of you to continue to 
express your ideas, opinions, concerns, questions, etc… to the Chapter Board, after all, it is your 
chapter and we are here to serve you, as members and represent you as part of the National Society 
of ASPE. 
 
Thanks to all of the members who took the time to participate in our electronic election of the 2016-
2017 chapter officers. The new Board Officers, for the 2016- 2017 calendar year, will be officially 
sworn in at the May meeting, which is scheduled for May 17, 2016. 
 
Training Center in Troy, MI. Dinner and vendor table top displays and discussions will begin at 5:00 
PM followed The May meeting will be held at the Plumbing Industry at 6:00 PM by our technical 
program on Storm Water Drainage System Design featuring Mr. Ron George, CPD, President of 
Plumb-Tech Design & Consulting Services, LLC 
 
I have thoroughly enjoyed serving as your chapter president and I look forward to seeing you at the 
Plumbing Industry Training Center on May 17, 2016 and perhaps at the 2016-2017 program planning 
session on June 11, 2016. 
 

MAY TECHNICAL PROGRAMS                                                                                                                                                                                                    
TOPIC: STORM WATER DRAINAGE SYSTEM DESIGN 
 
Speaker: Ron George, CPD: Plumb-Tech Design & Consulting, LLC 
 
In this presentation we will review storm water drainage system design 
considerations and applicable code requirements. We will review the various 
design options for primary and secondary systems. We will learn how to properly 
design and size both primary and secondary gravity storm water drainage 

systems. 
 
Mr. George is the president of Plumb-Tech Design & Consulting Services LLC and oversees all 
operations and oversees all design and consulting projects. Mr. George is very familiar with the 
plumbing and mechanical codes and standards and sits on numerous plumbing & mechanical  
 
 
codes and standards committees. He has over 32 years of experience designing plumbing and 
mechanical systems for several major architectural, engineering, and design & construction firms.  
 
He has served as an expert witness in many cases and performs forensic investigations all around 
the United States. He has designed plumbing, mechanical, and fire protection systems for building 
types including airports, stadiums, industrial manufacturing facilities, office buildings, commercial and 
retail buildings, hospitals, laboratories, prisons, jails, hotels, apartment buildings, military projects, 
high rise and educational facilities. 
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VP Technical Report 
Brianne Hall, P.E., LEED AP BD+C, CPD 
 
Hello! We are one meeting away from completing the 2015-2106 technical programs! Our design 
series on cross connections and backflow prevention ended in April and we hope that you found this 
series of classes to be beneficial. If you have any suggestions for design classes or technical 
sessions for next year, please either share them with any board member, include them on the 
program evaluation forms, or attend our June planning session (date TBD). 
 
The final design class covered reduced pressure principal backflow preventers (ASSE 1013). 
Reduced pressure principal backflow preventers can be used for high or low hazards, protect against 
backpressure or back-siphonage, and can provide containment or isolation. 
 
Potable water systems are required by code to be protected by a reduced pressure backflow 
preventer or reduced pressure detector assembly. There are several installation requirements for the 
devices, such as a minimum of 12” above grade to the lowest point of the assembly to allow for 
access and any assembly that is installed 5’ above grade must be provided with a platform that will 
support a person. The assemblies have the potential to discharge a large amount of water and drain 
lines must be provided and sized in order to accommodate the potential discharge. 
 
The technical session on Medical Gas Updates was provided by Mark Allen of Beacon Medaes. 
NFPA 99 – 2015 has a small number of changes due to the limited amount of time between the 
release of the 2012 version and the start of the revision period for the 2015 version. It is anticipated 
that more changes will be included within the 2018 version. One item discussed within the 
presentation is Section 1.3.4 of NFPA 99 -2015.  This requires that the governing authority of the 
facility must designate the category of space in the facility.  
 
The categories apply to both activities and visitors. The requirements for piped gases for each 
category have not changed, however the categories and their requirements have now been included 
within Chapter 5. 
 
Also, within Chapter 5, the allowable methods for alarms and communication have been more clearly 
defined. Section 5.1.9.2.3.2 provides the system requirements if communication is achieved by 
means other than wire. 
 
Regarding the usage of valves within piped gas systems, Section 5.1.4.1.6 has now allowed for the 
usage of valves other than ball valves. The valves must meet pressure drop requirements as stated 
within that section of the code. 

 
Mark also discussed NFPA 99 – 2018. This version is currently in the public comment period of the 
first draft, which ends on May 16th. Mark reviewed several of the proposed changes that may be 
included within NFPA 99-2018. 
 
Our final technical session, on May 17th, will be presented by Ron George, CPD on the topic of 
Storm Water Drainage System Design. Please register for the May session. 
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VP Education Report 
Mark Lamberson, CPD 
 
Recently, I have been asked some practical questions about cleanouts. The 
minimum requirements established by the code can be misinterpreted or 
misunderstood. During the first five years of my career, I spent countless hours 
cleaning plugged sewers and can tell you some of the findings I have had in the 
field when using cleanouts for what they are intended for... cleaning out a 
plugged sewer line. 
 

The first issue that I find on new projects is the use of twelve inch diameter sewers in commercial 
underground designs. Once the sewer is sized above ten inch diameter, it must have manholes at 
every change in direction and reduction in size. This means that reducing wyes are not acceptable 
and any change in direction requires a manhole to be installed until the pipe reduces to ten inch. 
There are not many building owners that like having a manhole cover in their new floor. I will typically 
request that the underground piping be divided into two smaller lines to get around this issue. 
 
The next issue I have been asked about is the overuse of cleanouts. We see design drawings that 
show a cleanout at a change in direction, and then another change in direction ten feet away with 
another cleanout represented. The code does state that cleanouts are required at every change in 
direction, but it also allows for an exemption if another cleanout is within forty feet. 
I will also tell you that a cleanout installed in a hung sewer main will probably never be used to clean 
the sewer. Usually, they are used as points of connection for new work. The logic behind this is very 
simple. If I am called to clean a sewer that is plugged, I would have to be out of my mind to go four or 
five feet below the flood level rim of the fixtures and open a cleanout. I would probably damage 
anything on the floor below me, I would probably be covered in raw sewage, and there is not an easy 
way to get the flopping sewer machine cable from the floor elevation up to the cleanout in the ceiling 
without being beaten by it or creating a bigger mess. 
 
The right way to do this would be to locate a cleanout above the water level in the piping system. This 
may include removing a water closet or locating a stack upstairs. This can even include going up on 
the roof and running the machine down a vent stack. 
 
Another item to note is the length of sewer cable that I used to carry on my service van. I had two 
hundred feet minimum at all times, and I have run three hundred feet on occasion, if necessary. The 
complications associated with running two or three hundred feet of cable are not ideal, but it is an 
option if the blockage is that far down the line. Knowing this, it is far more advantageous to install a 
few well placed cleanouts instead of a multitude of useless ones in the ceiling below. 
Another problem I have seen comes with a no hub cast iron system. We prefer to install no hub blind 
plugs, or caps, in the place of a cleanout. I have been forced to replace these with cast iron  
cleanout adapters and brass plugs by commissioning agents in the past. The issue with this is the 
brass cleanout plug will corrode just enough to not be easily removable. When this happens, I loosen 
the no hub coupling and pull the whole assembly off. It sounds a lot like loosening the no  
hub coupling to remove the blind plug, doesn't it? Also, cleanout plugs are just one more place to 
have a leak. 
 
The code minimums really are functional if the locations of the cleanouts are thought out in advance. 
We haven't even touched on the use of sewer jetters or cameras to further enhance their use. The 
bottom line though, is that this is my opinion. If you aren't sure about what is acceptable in a locale, 
ask your contractor or the local inspector for their opinion. 
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Brianne Hall, President  
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: Summer 2016 
The year of the second female President has arrived…. for the Eastern Michigan 
Chapter of ASPE!  
 
For the members I have not yet had the opportunity to meet, I have served on the 
board for two years in the position of VP Technical and AYP Liason.  In addition to 
serving on our local ASPE board, I am also involved with other local plumbing 
organizations such as ASSE Michigan Chapter, and the Code Study and 
Development Group of Southeastern Michigan. In future newsletters, I will writing 

an article about these organizations, as well as a newly formed group, and their goals. 
 
As the former VP Technical, I would like to thank our membership for a successful 2015-2016 
program! Over the past couple years, we have implemented improvements by streamlining the 
registration process, providing certificates as a proof of attendance for maintaining credentials, and 
most importantly providing both design and technical classes that provide members with information 
that assists them in their job. Our board strives for continuous improvement to the programs for you 
and with feedback your feedback, it will continue to evolve. 
 
I am excited to welcome two new board members for 2016-2017:  Theresa Allen, PE, CPD, LEED 
AP, GPD is serving as VP Technical and Kristin Simoneaux, PE, LEED AP, CPD is serving as VP 
Membership. This year we also have past board members take on new positions and others will 
remain on the board serving as directors.  
 
I recommend that if you have considered being involved with the board to attend a board meeting. 
This is not a requirement however will help provide a better understanding of the responsibilities of 
the positions and the behind the scenes work that the board completes both for our local chapter and 
with the national society. If you are interested in attending, contact me any time during the year and I 
can provide you with date and location of the board meeting. 
 
Thank you to all our members for providing program feedback, for future class suggestions and to 
those who participated in the Summer Planning Session. Theresa’s VP Technical article provides 
more information about our upcoming program. In addition to our monthly programs, we are planning 
a full day seminar on steam design this fall.  The details for this full day seminar will be available 
soon. 
 
The bi-annual ASPE Convention is being held in Phoenix, AZ from Thursday Oct. 27th – Wednesday 
Nov. 2.  The expo and technical classes begin on Monday Oct. 31st, ending on Wednesday Nov. 
2nd.  A Green Plumbing Design workshop starts on Thursday Oct. 27th- Friday  
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Oct. 28th, with the exam at the end of the course. Additionally, there will be a full day Woman of 
ASPE Leadership Forum held on Friday Oct. 28th. The business portion of the convention begins on 
Saturday Oct. 29th – Sunday Oct. 30th.  Our chapter will be represented by 5 delegates who will 
attend committee meetings and attend the business meeting.  If you would like any additional 
information about the convention, it can be found at this link: 
http://events.ntpshow.com/ASPE2016/Public/mainhall.aspx?ID=9270&sortMenu=101000 
 
Note that the early bird registration ends on Sept. 28th.  If you do plan to attend, please let one of the 
board members know, we want to see you there! 
 
As a final note, I’d like to thank Bill Grayzar, CPD for serving as our President for the past two years, 
as well as all of the board members for volunteering their time. I have found it rewarding to serve on 
the board with individuals who share a common goal and understand the importance of working as a 
team.  
 
Enjoy the remainder of summer and I will be looking forward to seeing you at our September meeting. 
 
Please contact me at with any comments or suggestions. 
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 
 

Affiliate Liaison Report 
Dann Holmes, ASPE Region 2 
 
Although we are in the dog days of summer, it is time to think about going back-to-
school, college and the start of a new educational season by visiting your local 
ASPE chapter. 
 
Most of you are aware each of the five ASPE regions holds their annual Chapter 
President’s meeting in early June. I have been fortunate to attending these 

meetings 
since 2011. This year, the Cleveland Chapter was host to Region 2. It was a wonderful event. They 
showed some of the best Cleveland has to offer in a short time. They may have set a new standard 
for other chapters to emulate. Friendly competition amongst chapters is good for everyone.  
 
Cleveland went to work on the manufacturers 
early to ask if they would be interested in 
sponsoring (supporting) the Region 2 Chapter 
Presidents Meeting. It sounded like a great 
idea! Why not, but like any good business 
decision one must ask “what’s in it for me”? 
 
Cleveland had the answer. Interaction! What 
would be better than to host a party, bringing 
everyone together into a social setting? This 
included reps, manufacturers, engineers, and 
presidents, V.P. technical, past presidents and 
their spouses. 
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The Cleveland Chapter made sure all sponsors 
where recognized. There were many. Here is 
the line-card listing them all. Our entire region 
thanks each and every one of them for their 
gracious support. 
 
I would be remiss if I did not talk about the 
other great things we did in Cleveland. We 
attended an Indians baseball game with 
excellent seating that included access to 
unlimited food and beverages. Yes, we were 
walking. The game ended with a wonderful 
fireworks display. 
 
 

 
After the game, many walked to a local bowling alley to indulge further into the areas entertainment. 
 
The question now is what can we do as Region 
2 to better support the companies that support 
us? We have some ideas and with any luck, 
we can reach out to these companies at a 
national level during the upcoming ASPE 
Conference and Expo in Phoenix, AZ. 
 
The following day was all work that included 
additional acknowledgments from Keith Bush, 
CPD Region 2 Director. Two plaques were 
presented. The Pittsburgh Chapter was 
awarded for their outstanding educational 
training related to plumbing with the Boy 
Scouts of America. The Eastern Michigan 
Chapter for their work in opposition to an 
ongoing legislative effort by state officials not 
requiring annual inspections on residential backflow devices. 
 
The bar has been set extremely high for The Eastern Michigan Chapter; they will be host to the 2017 
Region 2 President’s Meeting. Send in your suggestions now. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: September 2016 
Hello everyone!  
 
The time has come to kick off the 2016-2017 technical meetings beginning with the 
release of the Eastern Michigan ASPE 2016-2017 program. The program can be 
viewed or downloaded as a pdf here: http://eastern-michigan.aspe.org/index-3.html 
Please review the program and mark your calendar to save the dates for the 
meetings.    
 

In addition to our monthly technical programs, we will also be holding a full day steam seminar 
sponsored by Merlo Energy on October 12th from 8:00 a.m – 4:30 p.m.  The seminar will include a 
steam board to demonstrate a working system with all the components. Please refer to the flyer 
included this newsletter with detailed information about the seminar. Limited seating will be available 
and it is recommended to register early. The link for registration can be found here: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aspe-emc-steam-design-seminar-tickets-27431462242 
 
I wanted to remind everyone again this month that the bi-annual ASPE Convention is being held in 
Phoenix, AZ from Thursday Oct. 27th – Wednesday Nov. 2.  The expo and technical classes begin 
on Monday Oct. 31st, ending on Wednesday Nov. 2nd.  A Green Plumbing Design workshop starts 
on Thursday Oct. 27th- Friday Oct. 28th, with the exam at the end of the course. Additionally, there 
will be a full day Woman of ASPE Leadership Forum held on Friday Oct. 28th. The business portion 
of the convention begins on Saturday Oct. 29th – Sunday Oct. 30th.  Early bird registration ends on 
Sept. 28th.  If you would like any additional information about the convention, it can be found at this 
link: http://events.ntpshow.com/ASPE2016/Public/mainhall.aspx?ID=9270&sortMenu=101000 
 
If you do plan to attend, please let one of the board members know, we want to see you there! 
 
One final note, I would like to thank the board members, the speakers who will be presenting this 
year, our sponsors and Theresa Green for the work that they have completed over the summer to 
assemble our 2016-2017 technical program and our full day steam design class.  Our successful 
programs each year are a direct result of the dedication of those who have volunteered their time and 
is appreciated. 
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 

 
 

 
 
 

http://eastern-michigan.aspe.org/index-3.html
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aspe-emc-steam-design-seminar-tickets-27431462242
http://events.ntpshow.com/ASPE2016/Public/mainhall.aspx?ID=9270&sortMenu=101000
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: October 2016 
Hello!  
 
In addition to our monthly meeting on Oct. 11th, we are holding a full day steam 
seminar sponsored by Merlo Energy on October 12th from 8:00 a.m – 4:30 p.m.  
The seminar will include a steam board to demonstrate a working system with all 
the components. Please refer to the flyer included this newsletter with detailed 
information about the seminar. Limited seating will be available and it is 
recommended to register early. The link for registration can be found here: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aspe-emc-steam-design-seminar-tickets-27431462242 
 
 
Our bi-annual ASPE Convention is being held in Phoenix, AZ from Thursday Oct. 27th – Wednesday 
Nov. 2.  The expo and technical classes begin on Monday Oct. 31st, ending on Wednesday Nov. 
2nd.  If you would like any additional information about the convention, it can be found at this link: 
http://events.ntpshow.com/ASPE2016/Public/mainhall.aspx?ID=9270&sortMenu=101000 
 
Our chapter will be well represented in Phoenix and I’m looking forward to seeing everyone there! 
 
The Michigan Chapter of ASSE will be hosting their annual banquet on Saturday, Feb 4th.   The 
registration flyer and raffle tickets will be available soon.  It is a great event, bringing together local 
and national members from multiple organizations and companies involved in the plumbing industry. 
 
In addition to these events, Eastern Michigan is in the process of planning to host the Region 2 
Presidents Meeting this year. This meeting is held in late May/early June each year, with the location 
rotating between all of the Region 2 chapters.  This meeting is attended by the Presidents and Past 
Presidents of each chapter within Region 2, our Region 2 Director, Keith Bush, as well as 
representation from the national board.  This meeting provides the opportunity for the National Board 
to discuss society business with us, it allows us to provide feedback to them, and also discussion 
between the chapters about the meetings they are holding with their membership.   
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 

 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aspe-emc-steam-design-seminar-tickets-27431462242
http://events.ntpshow.com/ASPE2016/Public/mainhall.aspx?ID=9270&sortMenu=101000
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: November 2016 
Hello from Phoenix, AZ and the 2016 ASPE Convention! 
 
I am getting ready to attend Day #2 of the business meetings. Day #1 consisted of 
meetings for various committees and working groups, followed by the start of the 
business meetings which included the candidate’s speeches and Q&A session for 
those running for positions on the National Board.  
 
Day #1 also had some additional excitement as we were notified that Donald 

Trump would be holding a rally at the convention center on a different level, while we were in our 
business meeting. The convention center worked to ensure that the event did not affect our event, 
and we only noticed the increased security and the crowds of people outside the building. 
 
The business agenda for today will begin with the voting on the proposed by-law changes, followed 
by the elections for National Officers, and distribution of awards. I will follow up with additional 
information regarding the business meeting, committee meetings and convention in my December 
newsletter article.  
 
On the local chapter level, our board members Bill Grayzar, Joe Hernandez, Pam Hartsell and 
Theresa Allen, recently were at LTU assisting the Architectural Engineering students with their 
national AEI design competition projects, at the request of Professor Ralph Nelson. They spoke with 
two competition teams about their current designs and offered any help/suggestions we could think of 
to ensure their buildings would be realistically successful.  
 
We feel it is important to mentor the younger generation and provide exposure to our industry.  We 
look at these types of programs as a board and discuss how we could be involved.  Please share with 
the board members if you are involved with any types of similar programs, or perhaps are aware of 
them but may not have the time to dedicate to them.  I would like to start including these in the 
newsletter to make our membership aware of them and hope that as a chapter we will be able to find 
additional volunteer opportunities. 
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: December 2016 
Happy Holidays! I have a few items from the ASPE National Convention in Phoenix 
that I would like to highlight.    
 
One of the items on the agenda for the business meeting was for the delegates to 
elect a new national board for 2016-2018. The new national board is listed here:  
https://www.aspe.org/content/aspe-announces-2016%E2%80%932018-board-
directors 
 

Also, at the business meeting, Eastern Michigan was recognized at the business meeting as a 
National Research Foundation Contributor, and received the Awards of Merit for Membership 
Retention and Membership Growth. 
 
Congratulations to Dann Holmes, who was presented at the Biannual Banquet with the Peter 
Warshaw Award for his service on the Society's behalf. 
 
In addition to the business meeting, board members participated in meeting specific to committees or 
positions that they are involved with to discuss ideas with national representatives as well as 
representatives from other chapters.   
 
We also were able to tend various technical sessions, which helps provide new ideas for topics and 
presentations to bring to our chapter meetings.  
 
The upcoming national events are the Technical Symposium which will be held in Montreal, Canada 
on October 19-22, 2017. The next Convention and Exposition will be held September 28-Oct 3, 2018 
in Atlanta, GA. 
 
A few upcoming dates to be aware of for 2017: 

• The 2017 CPD Exam Registrations opens on 1/4/17 and closes on 3/24/17.  The exam dates 
are 4/6/17 and 4/7/17. 

• The dates for the 2017 CPDT exam have not yet been announced. 

 
If you are planning to an exam and would be interested in a review class, please speak with me or 
any of the board members. Review classes have been held in the past and can be planned in the 
future if there is interest. 
 
Also, if there are any members interested in obtaining the GPD Certification, please let me or any of 
the board members know that you are interested. I will be contacting ASPE National about the 
program and determine the requirements to have the class and exam brought to our local area. 
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 

https://www.aspe.org/content/aspe-announces-2016%E2%80%932018-board-directors
https://www.aspe.org/content/aspe-announces-2016%E2%80%932018-board-directors
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: January 2017 
Happy New Year! 
 
Our January meeting is coming up quickly, on January 10th, to avoid our meeting 
conflicting with the Detroit ASHRAE Chapter Mtg on the 17th.  We will be holding 
our joint meeting with the Detroit ASHRAE Chapter in February covering Building 
Water Health and also have our annual NASPE car races in celebration of World 
Plumbing Day at our March meeting.  It is never too early to start working on your 
winning car design! 

 
The annual ASSE Banquet will be held on February 4th at the Italian American Banquet Hall in 
Livonia. A flyer for registration is included in the newsletter and is due by January 16th.  Raffle tickets 
are still available, proceeds go to the John E. Matthews Scholarship fund.  The prizes this year 
include a 55” LG 4K Super UHD LED Smart TV, a Roku 4K Streaming Media Player and a 500 GB 
Xbox. You can contact myself or any other ASSE board member to purchase your tickets. 
 
The John E. Matthews Scholarship fund is still accepting applicants.  The scholarship is limited to 3rd 
or 4th year mechanical engineering students, maintaining a GPA of 3.0 or higher.  Please contact me 
for additional information. 
 
In addition to the John E. Matthews Scholarship offered by the ASSE Michigan Chapter, ASPE 
National offers the Alfred Steele Scholarship which is open to ASPE members and their immediate 
families, enrolled in an engineering program with a 3.0 GPA or higher.  The link for this scholarship 
application may be found here: https://www.aspe.org/SteeleScholarship 
 
The deadline to apply for the Alfred Steele Scholarship is 1/31/17. 
 
As I mentioned last month, few upcoming dates to be aware of for 2017: 
 
The 2017 CPD Exam Registrations opens on 1/4/17 and closes on 3/24/17.  The exam dates are 
4/6/17 and 4/7/17. 
 
The dates for the 2017 CPDT exam have not yet been announced. 
 
If you are planning to an exam and would be interested in a review class, please speak with me or 
any of the board members. Review classes have been held in the past, and can be planned in the 
future if there is interest. 

 
 

https://www.aspe.org/SteeleScholarship
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Also, if there are any members interested in obtaining the GPD Certification, please let me or any of 
the board members know that you are interested. I will be contacting ASPE National about the 
program and determine the requirements to have the class and exam brought to our local area. 
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: February 2017 
Hello! 
 
The annual ASSE banquet was held on February 4th at the Italian American 
Banquet Hall.  This unique event brings together the different organizations as well 
as individuals who are involved in the plumbing industry. Several of the Eastern 
Michigan Board members were present at banquet as well as ASPE Region 2 
Director Keith Bush with his wife Patty. Thank you to all of those who attended, 
sponsored or purchased raffle tickets in the support of the John E. Matthews 

Scholarship fund. 
 
Congratulations to Dann Holmes, who was selected to receive the L. Glen Shields Award at the 
annual ASSE banquet.  Dann is extremely dedicated to his work and professional organizations. It 
has been an honor to serve with him on 
multiple organization boards and to witness as 
he was recognized for his contributions as he 
was presented with the award. 
 
Engineers Week will be celebrated this month 
from February 19th-25th.  ASPE National has 
developed a PowerPoint presentation that 
could be utilized for students to understand the 
role of a plumbing engineer. Anyone who is 
interested in utilizing this presentation as part 
of Engineers Week activities can contact 
members of the board. If you are aware of a 
school looking for presenters, but are unable to 
provide the presentation, please contact a 
board member and we can work together to 
find someone available to provide the 
presentation.  
 
In the December newsletter, Pam Hartsell 
wrote an article describing the Future City 
Competition sponsored by the Engineering 
Society of Detroit (ESD) which was held on 
January 23rd.  Pam was joined by Theresa 
Allen to serve as judges, which they enjoyed  
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and were impressed with the great models and presentations this year.  
 
A few upcoming dates to be aware of for 2017 regarding the CPD exam: The 2017 CPD exam 
registration is now open and closes on 3/24/17.  The exam dates are 4/6/17 and 4/7/17. 
 
The dates for the 2017 CPDT exam have not yet been announced. 
 
If you are planning to an exam and would be interested in a review class, please speak with me or 
any of the board members. 
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 2017 
Hello! 
 
On March 11th, we celebrate World Plumbing Day which was established by the 
World Plumbing Council.  A few facts that can be found on the literature promoting 
World Plumbing Day: 
 

• 1.1 billion people do not have access to safe water supplies 
• 2.6 billion people do not have access to improved sanitation 
• 3.1 million children die each year from water related diseases. 

 
The World Plumbing Day literature has provided a few suggestions on how to save energy and water: 
 

• When cleaning your driveway, using a broom rather than a garden hose saves 13 gpm. 
• To determine if you toilet tank has a leak, add food coloring to the tank.  If it seeps into the 

bowl without flushing, you a have leak.  Repairing the leak can save 1,000 gallons per 
month. 

• Utilizing a hose nozzle while washing your car can save up to 100 gallons per wash. 
 
We will be celebrating World Plumbing Day at our March 14th with our annual NASPE races. 
 
In addition to World Plumbing Day, on March 7th-9th, the Flint Water Infrastructure Summit will be 
held in Flint.  Our ASPE chapter and the Michigan ASSE Chapter will have an exhibit booth at the 
conference. Governor Synder will be providing the keynote address, and there will be many different 
technical sessions held throughout the 3 day summit, including a presentation by Dann Holmes.  We 
hope that some of our members are able to attend this event. 
 
A few upcoming dates to be aware of for 2017 regarding the CPD exam: 
 
The 2017 CPD exam registration is now open and closes on 3/24/17.  The exam dates are 4/6/17 
and 4/7/17.  
 
The dates for the 2017 CPDT exam have not yet been announced. 
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: April 2017 
Hello! 
 
We are nearing the end of our 2016-2017 year and it is time to vote for the 2017-
2018 Eastern Michigan ASPE Board. You will be receiving an email with the 
election ballot and we appreciate you taking the time to complete and return the 
ballot.  
 
We always encourage new additions to the board and members are welcome to 

attend our board meetings.  If you have interest but have questions regarding the positions or level of 
commitment, please reach out to one the board members for additional information.  I regret not 
becoming involved earlier in my career, however at that time I did not realize the professional and 

personal growth I would achieve by volunteering my time. Don’t make my mistake!       

 
Important news from the national level, the ASPE National PE Working Group is actively working 
towards achieving the goal of obtaining support from 10 states (minimum) to have a plumbing option 
within the Mechanical Engineering Principles and Practice of Engineering examination. NCEES will 
begin working with ASPE to take the next steps to develop this option once we have the support of 10 
states.   
 
A few key items to note: 
-The goal is to achieve plumbing as an option within the existing Mechanical Engineering Principles 
and Practice exam. The group is not attempting to pursue Plumbing Engineering as a separate 
designation.   
-Currently licensed engineers will not be impacted. 
-Two states, Ohio and Arizona have provided their support. 
- At least two letters have been submitted by registered professional engineers to our state licensing 
bureau to consider this request. 
 
I am a member of the National PE Working Group and can answer any questions as well as advise 
you on how to support this effort.  
 
On our local level, are looking forward to hosting the Region 2 President’s Meeting in June.  This 
event brings together 2 members of each board within Region 2, Keith Bush, and our Region 2 
Director in addition to other members from our National Board.  We will host a dinner for all the 
guests on Friday June 2nd and providing breakfast/lunch at the meeting space on Saturday June 3rd. 
Additionally, it is Detroit Grand Prix weekend and we have invited all guests to arrive early to  
attend the free day at the Grand Prix on Friday June 2nd.  I would like to thank the sponsors in 
advance for assisting us in ensuring all attendees enjoy their visit to Detroit! 
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: May 2017 
Hello! 
 
The end of the 2016-2017 program has arrived and there are a few business items 
I would like to address. 
 
1.) The 2017-2018 Eastern Michigan ASPE Board will be sworn in at our May 

9th technical meetings.  Thank you to all members in good standing who 
voted! Voting will close on May 8th. 

 
2.) We will be holding our planning meeting for 2017-2018 in June and you will receive an 

Eventbrite notice when the date is finalized. We invite anyone with input regarding the topics 
for next year’s programs to attend.  Alternately, you may contact a board member and rely 
your suggestions to them. 

 
3.) Our chapter is excited about hosting the Region 2 President’s Meeting in June.  This event 

brings together 2 members of each board within Region 2, Keith Bush, and our Region 2 
Director in addition to other members from our National Board.  We will host a dinner for all 
the guests on Friday June 2nd and providing breakfast/lunch at the meeting space on 
Saturday June 3rd. Additionally, it is Detroit Grand Prix weekend and we have invited all 
guests to arrive early to attend the free day at the Grand Prix on Friday June 2nd.  I would like 
to thank the sponsors in advance for assisting us in ensuring all attendees enjoy their visit to 
Detroit! 

 
4.) The ASPE National Technical Symposium will be held in Montreal, Quebec on Oct. 19th-

22nd.  You will need a passport to travel to Canada and it is recommended you obtain your 
passport now. Registration for the Technical Symposium is now open and can be found here: 
http://2017tech.aspe.org/ 

 
I also have a few thoughts that I would wish to share as this year comes to an end. 
 
1. I was in Los Angeles in early April to attend the ASSE International Mid-Year meetings.  While 

I was there, I had the opportunity to attend April LA Chapter meeting. It is interesting to see 
the ways other chapters run their meetings and provided me with potential ideas to improve 
our meetings.  For our members who travel for work, I encourage you to attend a local chapter 
meeting and bring back any ideas to improve our program.   
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2. Thank you to all the board members, sponsors, presenters and members for supporting our 
program. Our programs success is a reflection of the hard work that is provided by volunteers 
and I am grateful for the all of the individuals who are willing to volunteer their time. 

 
Watch for the next newsletter to be sent out in the middle of summer! 
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: Summer 2017 
Hello! 
 
Summer has arrived and our Eastern Michigan ASPE Board has already began 
planning the technical program for next year.  We met on Saturday June 24th to 
develop our list of topics and appreciate the input provided by our members thru 
email suggestions, feedback on our program evaluations throughout the year and 
for the members who joined us at the planning meeting.   
 

Our 2016-2017 year ended with our chapter holding the ASPE Region 2 President’s Meeting which 
was very successful. Attendance included board members from each of the chapters within Region 2, 
as well as Keith Bush, Region 2 Director and Carol Johnson, ASPE National VP Legislative. 
 
Our event was held at the Detroit Marriott Renaissance Center.  On Friday June 2nd, Dann Holmes 
and I went with the guests who arrived in town early to the Detroit Grand Prix for Free Prix Day.  On 
Friday evening, all of our guests, platinum and gold sponsors and several Eastern Michigan ASPE 
Board Members spent the evening on the Detroit Princess Riverboat.  It was a beautiful evening for a 
dinner cruise. 
 
We held our business meeting on Saturday June 3rd.  This provides the opportunity for each chapter 
to discuss their year including technical programs, membership, AYP and WOA events as well as the 
opportunity to discuss any business presented by the ASPE National Board or that we would like 
Keith Bush as our Region 2 Director to discuss with the National Board.   
 
Thank you to all of our sponsors and the Eastern Michigan Board member for helping to make the 
event a success!  I have received positive feedback from many of the attendees about the Detroit 
snack themed gift bags, the social events and the meeting location.   
 
As a reminder, the ASPE National Technical Symposium will be held in Montreal, Quebec on Oct. 
19th-22nd.  You will need a passport to travel to Canada and it is recommended you start the process 
to obtain your passport now as it can take 6-8 weeks. Registration for the Technical Symposium is 
now open and can be found here: http://2017tech.aspe.org/ 
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 

 
 

 
 
 

http://2017tech.aspe.org/
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Affiliate Liaison Report 
Dann Holmes, ASPE Region 2 
 
Summer is here! With that said, do I really need  to  write  more? Actually, I must 
because there is so much to share with our ASPE Region 2 engineering community. 
 
Region 2 President’s Meeting 
This year’s Region 2 
President’s meeting was hosted 

by the Eastern Michigan Chapter in Detroit in 
early June. The meeting was a success. Some 
arrived early and attended the Detroit Grand Prix 
(Indy Car) time trials and assorted races. The 
event was held on Belle Isle in the middle of the 
Detroit River. Friday happened to be free preview 
day including bus transportation. We all had a 
blast. Some enjoyed themselves enough to 
recommend all future president’s meetings be 
held in Detroit. This of course would violate our 
chapter rotation hosting policies, but it was a 
welcomed comment to hear. 

 
The evening was spent on the Princess Riverboat 
as we floated up and back down the Detroit River. 
We couldn’t have asked for better weather and 
seeing Detroit lite up brightly to the north and 
Windsor, ON Canada to the south. Yes, you read 
that correctly. This is the only spot in the 
continental US where Canada is south of the 
United States. 
 
Surely, we must thank our sponsors for their time 
and financial support. The Burke Agency, 
Balfrey-Johnston Inc., Moen, Kerr Pump & 
Supply, Limbach, and NSF. Without them, an 

annual meeting of this caliber would not have been possible. 
 
Our Region 2 Director, Keith Bush, CPD, CSI 
conducted a very productive meeting. We are thankful 
that Carol Johnson, VP Legislative could join us too. 
 
We have a long list of action items to work through. 
Expect to read more on those in future articles. 
 
Keith also presented the Cleveland, SW Ohio, and E 
MI Chapters with Directors Awards. 
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PME Magazine Reps of the Year 
I would like to take a moment to congratulate BWA South in Hilliard, OH for being selected as the 
2017 Rep Agency of the Year by PME Magazine. This is a great recognition by one of own ASPE 
Region 2 supporters. 
 
Roof Drain Testing 
Other big news for our industry is how do you size roof drains to the latest requirements of the IPC 
when there is little, to no reliable data available? For this reason, NSF International has built a 
cutting-edge roof drain test rig. The test rig is now running continuously collecting the exact data you 
will need to perform your calculations. To my knowledge, this is the only active 3rd- party test rig in 
the county. Going forward, be sure to ask the roof drain manufacturers calling on you for their latest 
data and how and where they collected it. 
 
The E MI Chapter will hold their September 12, 2017 meeting will be hosted by NSF and part of that 
meeting will be an extensive tour of our laboratories including the new roof drain test rig. You might 
consider putting this date on your calendar and join us. 
 
One last think to squeeze in, are you working on any school renovation projects this summer? If so, 
you might be required to take extra steps to eliminate any lead in the potable water system. To help 
you and school officials navigate through this sensitive topic, NSF has created a new website. Please 
visit www. leadfreeschools.org for additional information. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: September 2017 
Hello! 
 
The ASPE National Technical Symposium will be held in Montreal, Quebec on Oct. 
19th-22nd.  You will need a passport to travel to Canada.  If you do not have your 
passport, you may need to pay for expedited rate to ensure it arrives on time.  
Please review the expected delivery times prior to submitting your application. 
Registration for the Technical Symposium is open and can be found here: 
http://2017tech.aspe.org/ 

 
If any members are attending, please let us know.  A group from the Eastern Michigan ASPE Board 
will be attending and we will send out a phone list of those attending. A schedule of events and the 
list of the technical programs can be found on the website posted above. 
 
As part of the ASPE membership, all members receive one of the four ASPE handbooks each year. 
Additionally, all four versions of the handbook can be located on the website at this link:  
https://www.aspe.org/content/aspe-plumbing-engineering-design-handbooks-volumes-1-4 
This may be helpful to new members who have not been a member long enough to receive all 
handbooks, or if you don’t not have access to your books and need to reference them.  Please check 
that you are logged into the site when trying to view the handbooks, as this feature is only for 
members. 
 
The ASSE Michigan Chapter will be holding their annual banquet on January 27, 2018. The John E. 
Matthews Scholarship Fund is now accepting applications from eligible college students.  
The eligibility requirements are:  

• Applicant must desire a career in the Mechanical /Plumbing Engineering field. 
• Applicant must be admitted to an accredited Engineering School, College, and / or 

University.  
• Applicant must be able to maintain a grade point average of 3.0 to be eligible for 

scholarship money. 
• Applicant must be able to maintain a grade point average of 3.0 in the mandatory classes 

he or she must have in the field of mechanical engineering to graduate in order to be 
eligible for scholarship money. 

 
Please share this information with any students who may be eligible and contact me for the 
application. 
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 

 
 

http://2017tech.aspe.org/
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: October 2017 
Hello! 
 
It was wonderful seeing everyone at our September meeting at NSF!  If you were 
unable to attend, hopefully you will be joining us for the October meeting. 
 
Several members are looking forward to and will be attending the ASPE Technical 
Symposium in Montreal.  Please contact me if you are attending and would like to 
be added to the phone list that will be emailed to those attending. I am looking 

forward to the trip and will be writing about my experience in next month's newsletter. 
 
Have you considered becoming a board member for our chapter? I encourage anyone who is 
interested in being a member of our board to attend one of our meetings, which are typically a week 
before our technical meetings.  Please contact me for the time and location. I can also provide you 
with information regarding the responsibilities of each position and the time commitment involved with 
the various positions.   
 
The ASSE Michigan Chapter will be holding their annual banquet on January 27, 2018. The John E. 
Matthews Scholarship Fund is now accepting applications from eligible college students.  
The eligibility requirements are:  

• Applicant must desire a career in the Mechanical /Plumbing Engineering field. 
• Applicant must be admitted to an accredited Engineering School, College, and / or 

University.  
• Applicant must be able to maintain a grade point average of 3.0 to be eligible for 

scholarship money. 
• Applicant must be able to maintain a grade point average of 3.0 in the mandatory classes 

he or she must have in the field of mechanical engineering to graduate in order to be 
eligible for scholarship money. 

 
Please share this information with any students who may be eligible and contact me for the 
application.  
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 

 
 
 
 

 
 



644 | P a g e  

October 2017 
 

Affiliate Liaison Report 
Dann Holmes, ASPE Region 2 
 
What a blast! Montréal is truly a beautiful city. In all 
of North America, it is the city where one can 
experience what a European city is like without 
traveling overseas. For those of us who did travel, 
let it be known this was the second highest 
attended ASPE Technical Symposium on record. 

 
Thursday as most attendees were arriving, AYP members were busy 
with committee meetings, a networking breakfast and their leadership 
academy. Registration and companies frantically preparing for the 
product show followed. Check out the ASPE Facebook page to see 
some of the event photos. 
 
The weather could not have cooperated better, well above 
temperatures I was forecasting in last month’s article. In the evening, 
people were out in droves. It was great to meet so many ASPE 
members along my way. Strolling the city was a refreshing 
experience. 
 
The Friday morning ASPE Welcome Breakfast & Awards Ceremony was not well attended. At best, 
the room was less than half-full. It appeared to some of us that did attend that maybe our ASPE 
members did not realize this was more than just a breakfast. It was a time to reward our chapters for 
their accomplishments. Many missed their own accolades. 
 
To make matters worse, the Friday am product show was not well attended either. Looking back, it 
seems most members used their Friday morning to visit local attractions before starting their technical 
sessions. Planners of future symposiums might consider adding time to the event schedule for 
attendees wishing to enjoy the sights and sounds of their chosen host city. On the other hand, the 
technical sessions were very well attended. The courses I attended were informative, good questions 
were asked from the audience, and at times were contentious. It is always good to challenge a 
speaker with facts, not emotions, and the speaker needs to respond in kind, with facts, not their 
product’s capability. This is how we all learn. 
 
Because of overlapping time frames, I could not attend all the early morning committee meetings. I 
did sit in on the Long Range Planning and Research meetings though. There were some really good 
discussions with great ideas, especially when one considers these started at 7:15am Saturday and 
Sunday. You’ll read or hear about these in other newsletter articles or by attending your next chapter 
meeting. 
 
The ASPE Saturday Night Party at the Grévin Wax Museum was very interesting. Some of the people 
on display were truly lifelike, others not so much. I’d like to close by saying that one of the best 
takeaways for me was Terry Fox and our own AYP winner, Kari Lynn Rosteck. Kari grew up in 
Toronto where Terry Fox is idolized, and rightly so. Terry fought cancer in the late ‘70’s and early 
80’s. He brought attention to this disease by attempting to run across Canada. Although he passed 
on before he could complete his goal, he lives on in every young Canadian. They all participate in the 
“Terry Fox Run” in school growing up. Here is a picture of a proud Kari, duplicating the pose of the 
wax figure of Terry.  
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A WOA’s Young Professional Perspective on ASPE’s 2017 Technical 
Symposium 
Kari Rosteck 
 
What a success! I never thought I could get so excited about plumbing. Attending 
ASPE’s 2017 Technical Symposium was an amazing experience all thanks to the 
passionate attendees, unique technical sessions, fun evening activities and 
informative tours. 
 

The four-day event started with a crash course on business development. Fellow young professionals 
and myself were taught the secret ingredients of growing mindshare, retaining client relationships, 
and when to go after a lead. 
 
The symposium progressed to the Product Show where I was able to ask all my questions to an array 
of technical and sales staff on the latest and greatest plumbing products. Then came all the technical 
sessions. Their topics ranged from the fundamentals of plumbing design to innovations in medical 
gas design. 
 
One of the most valuable opportunities from the symposium, in my opinion, was the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant tour. Montreal houses the third largest Waste Water Treatment Plant in the world 
and yes, it even comes with some funny smells! We learnt about and toured every stage of the 
treatment process from the pumping station to the sludge incinerators. 
 
I would like to share some of the important takeaways and lessons learned from my experience at 
ASPE’s 2017 Technical Symposium: 
 

• Get to know the National Board Members – they have a wealth of knowledge! 
• Attend and participate in the Committee Meetings–  understand their direction and find 

ways to get involved! 
• Get ready to feel motivated to update your specifications when you get back to the office – 

the technical sessions always mention new items to consider! 
• Introduce yourself to everyone - you can truly learn things from anyone who attends with 

all the unique backgrounds and experience levels 
 

All in all, I want to thank WOA for the opportunity to attend my first trip to ASPE’s 2017 Technical 
Symposium with the WOA Technical Symposium Scholarship. I want to give special thanks to the 
Montreal ASPE Chapter for hosting such an amazing event and all of my fellow ASPE members for 
creating such an inclusive and encouraging atmosphere. Bravo! 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: November 2017 
Hello! 
 
The ASPE Technical Symposium was held in Montreal in October. The days were 
filled with educational events and networking, with a little sightseeing and fun.  
Thursday, the first day consisted of a full day AYP leadership forum which a couple 
of our members attended.  A product show was held on Thursday evening and 
Friday morning, with many vendors attending to display their product line.   
 

Classes began on Friday afternoon, continued all day Saturday and Sunday morning.  There was a 
wide variety of topics at varying technical levels available for attendees to choose from.  Dann 
Holmes was one of the speakers this year, providing a session on Prevention of Disease and Injury 
Associated with Building Water Systems.  
 
Evenings provided us an opportunity to explore Montreal while visiting with friends from other 
chapters around the country.  There were many beautiful sights to see in Montreal such as the Notre 
Dame Basilica, Old Town and The Grevin Wax Museum which was the site of closing party for the 
symposium. 
 
Mark your calendars for the ASPE Convention next year in Atlanta, Sept. 28-Oct 3, 2018! 
 
We hope you enjoyed the tours we attended in our September and October meetings.  If there are 
other facilities or system installations you are interested in seeing next year, please remember to 
complete the program evaluation form or speak with one of the board members for our June planning 
session. 
 
As I have mentioned that past couple months, the ASSE Michigan Chapter will be holding their 
annual banquet on January 27, 2018. The John E. Matthews Scholarship Fund is now accepting 
applications from eligible college students.  
 
The eligibility requirements are:  

• Applicant must desire a career in the Mechanical /Plumbing Engineering field. 
• Applicant must be admitted to an accredited Engineering School, College, and / or 

University.  
• Applicant must be able to maintain a grade point average of 3.0 to be eligible for 

scholarship money. 
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• Applicant must be able to maintain a grade point average of 3.0 in the mandatory classes 
he or she must have in the field of mechanical engineering to graduate in order to be 
eligible for scholarship money. 

 
Please share this information with any students who may be eligible and contact me for the 
application.  
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 

 

 

 



650 | P a g e  

November 2017 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



651 | P a g e  

 
ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: December 2017 
Hello! 
 
The holiday season has arrived, and I have 3 requests for the Eastern Michigan 
ASPE members to fulfill during the month of December: 
1.) Win 
2.) Reflect 
3.) Pay It Forward 
 

Confused as to what I am talking about? Feeling that you already have enough to do in the month of 
December? My requests will not take much of your time and perhaps your curiosity will lead you to 
read my entire article.  I always wonder how many of the recipients read my monthly reports. 
 
1.) Win 
 

You have two opportunities to test your luck. 
 

A.) On December 12th at our monthly meeting in a 50/50 raffle.  Tickets may be 
purchased at the sign in/out desk, cash only. 

B.) On January 27th at the ASSE Annual Banquet. Tickets will be on sale at the 
December and January ASPE meetings, or by contacting any member of the 
ASSE Board (myself included). 

 
2.) Reflect 
 

Have you considered becoming involved with our chapter board?  
 

 December marks the halfway point our 2017-2018 chapter officers and directors.  The 2018-
2019 ballot will be distributed to our members in April.  This provides times to attend one of 
the board meetings, which are typically a week prior to the technical program, or talk to a 
current chapter officer about their position responsibilities.  

 
Through the addition of new officers to the board and the rotation of current officers, our 
chapter continues to develop new ideas and maintain the quality of benefits offered to our 
members. 

 
3.) Pay it Forward: 
 

A couple minutes of your time will assist a future engineer. 
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I have not received a single request for an application for the John E. Matthews Scholarship.  
The Eastern Michigan ASPE Chapter has approx. 100 members, making it difficult to believe 
that no one knows a single eligible candidate.  

 
 Please read the requirements below and pass the following link to an eligible student. 
Contacting me for an  application is no longer required, it can be found here:  http://eastern-
michigan.aspe.org/PDF/Michigan_Chapter_ASSE_Scholarship_Application_Form.pdf 

 
The ASSE Michigan Chapter will be holding their annual banquet on January 27, 2018. The John E. 
Matthews Scholarship Fund is accepting applications from eligible college students until January 1, 
2018.  
 
The eligibility requirements are:  

• Applicant must desire a career in the Mechanical /Plumbing Engineering field. 
• Applicant must be admitted to an accredited Engineering School, College, and / or 

University.  
• Applicant must be able to maintain a grade point average of 3.0 to be eligible for 

scholarship money. 
• Applicant must be able to maintain a grade point average of 3.0 in the mandatory classes 

he or she must have in the field of mechanical engineering to graduate in order to be 
eligible for scholarship money. 

 
Did you read the entire article? Send me an email or mention it to me at the December meeting. 
Skipped my article however this last paragraph caught your eye as you skimmed the newsletter?  
Provide me with recommendations on how to improve the newsletter.   

 
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://eastern-michigan.aspe.org/PDF/Michigan_Chapter_ASSE_Scholarship_Application_Form.pdf
http://eastern-michigan.aspe.org/PDF/Michigan_Chapter_ASSE_Scholarship_Application_Form.pdf
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: January 2018 
Happy New Year! 
 
I hope that you all had an enjoyable holiday season with family and friends!  
 
If you missed the latest edition of the ASPE Pipeline, information was provided for 
an Intermediate Revit MEP Workshop to be held in Troy on March 2nd.  The 
detailed information and registration can be found here:    
https://aspe.org/revit2018 

 
Class size is limited to 8 people, please register soon to ensure your spot in the class! 
 
There are a few other upcoming dates/deadlines to be aware of: 
 
1/8/18: Sponsorship and table registrations for the ASSE Michigan Chapter Banquet are due! Refer 
to the registration form within this newsletter for additional information. 
 
1/8/18:  Deadline for the proposed changes for the 2021 International Plumbing Code.  Changes can 
be submitted online at: https://www.cdpaccess.com/ 
 
1/9/18: Bring your domestic water heater questions our January meeting, “Who’s In Hot Water”.  We 
will be holding a panel discussion with a cross section of industry representatives for various types of 
water heaters.   
 
1/15/18: The deadline for the call for presenters for the 2018 ASPE Convention and Exposition in 
Atlanta on September 28-October 3rd.  If you are interested in presenting, additional information can 
be found here: 
https://www.aspe.org/CallforPresenters 
 
1/27/18: Annual ASSE Michigan Chapter Banquet 
 
1/31/18: The deadline to apply for the ASPE National Alfred Steele Scholarship.  Additional 
information can be found here: 
https://www.aspe.org/SteeleScholarship 

 
3/22/18: Registration for the 4/5-4/6 CPD exam closes.  Registration and additional information can 
be found here:  
https://aspe.org/CPDExam 
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 
 

https://aspe.org/revit2018
https://www.cdpaccess.com/
https://www.aspe.org/CallforPresenters
https://www.aspe.org/SteeleScholarship
https://aspe.org/CPDExam
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: February 2018 
Hello! 
 
At our January meeting, we were presented with a gift card courtesy of Bob Taylor 
from McWane Plumbing Group to give away as a door prize.  We will be continuing 
this thru the May meeting.  Please be sure to get a ticket when signing in at the 
door for a chance to win!  If anyone else is interested in providing a door prize, you 
may bring it to the meeting and we will draw multiple winners that evening. 
 

On January 27th, the Michigan ASSE Chapter held their Annual Awards Banquet.  Anyone who has 
planned an event for 100+ people know the challenges which come with it, and despite the 
challenges, I truly enjoy this event.  This year the attendees, in addition to the Michigan ASSE 
Chapter board members, included representatives from ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter, NSF, The 
Plumbing Industry Training Center, MCA Detroit, R.L. Deppmann, Lochinvar, Limbach, Michigan 
Backflow Prevention Association, the Ohio ASSE Chapter, and the family of John E. Matthews.  In 
addition to the attendees, we were grateful to those who became an event sponsor but could not 
attend.  (Refer to the banquet photos for display of sponsors) 
 
Congratulations to the award winners for this year: 
 

• Malcolm Wallace Award: Bob Thomas, Diversified Spec Sales 
• Larry Burkheiser Award: Matt Hicks, Medxcel 
• John E. Matthews: Mark Lamberson, CPD, Limbach 
• L. Glen Shields: Paul Baker, Plumbing Industry Training Center 
• John R. Nussbaum: Paul Bladdick, FASSE 

 
Dennis Matthews was also presented with a Past President pin and a plaque recognizing his 
dedication to the ASSE Chapter.  Dennis has served as Treasurer, the administrator of the John E. 
Matthews scholarship fund and President. 
 
It was a fun evening and I hope that we will have more Eastern Michigan ASPE members attend next 
year.  
 
At our May meeting, the 2018-2019 Eastern Michigan ASPE Board will be sworn into office.  If you 
are interested in serving as a board member, please contact me by mid-March.  Our ballots will be 
distributed in April and due prior to the May meeting. 
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Reminders: 
 
3/2/18:  ASPE National REVIT Workshop in Troy, MI.  Registration and additional information can be 
found here: 
https://aspe.org/revit2018 
 
3/22/18: Registration for the 4/5-4/6 CPD exam closes.  Registration and additional information can 
be found here:  
https://aspe.org/CPDExam 
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://aspe.org/revit2018
https://aspe.org/CPDExam
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: March 2018 
Hello! 
 
March brings our annual celebration of World Plumbing Day at our March 13th 
meeting with the NASPE races. For those with children in 1st-6th grade, they may 
participate in a World Plumbing Day Poster contest sponsored by the International 
Water Sanitation & Health Foundation and IAPMO.  Cash prizes are awarded to 
the top 3 posters to the student as well as the school the student attends. 
Information on this contest is located here: 

http://www.iwsh.org/Pages/WorldPlumbingDayPosterContest.aspx  
   
For more general information about World Plumbing Day, please refer to this link: 
http://www.worldplumbing.org/worldplumbingday/ 
 
The proposed changes to the 2012 International Plumbing Code were published at the end of 
February.  These proposed changes will be discussed at the Code Committee Action Hearings April 
18-20th in Columbus, Ohio.  The Code Study and Development Group of Southeastern Michigan will 
be meeting to review the proposed changes in March and will have members in attendance at the 
hearings to testify in favor or against the proposed changes.  Additional information about the current 
code cycle can be found here: https://www.iccsafe.org/codes-tech-support/codes/code-
development/current-code-development-cycle/ 
Anyone interested in attending the Code Study and Development Group meetings can contact me for 
the dates and times. 
 
In April, we will be finalizing and sending out the ballot for the 2018-2019 Eastern Michigan ASPE 
Board.  If you are interested in becoming involved with the board, please contact one of our board 
members for additional information. 
 
Save the dates for the annual ASPE Convention and Exposition which will be held in Atlanta, GA on 
September 28th-October 3rd.  The website for the convention is being populated with information 
including a tentative schedule.  Registration is not yet open and we will include a message in the 
newsletter when it is open for those who want to register and obtain the early bird rates.  For more 
information on the annual convention, go here: http://expo.aspe.org/ASPE2018/Public/Enter.aspx 
 
One final reminder, registration for the April CPD exam closes on March 22nd! 
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 

 
 
 

http://www.iwsh.org/Pages/WorldPlumbingDayPosterContest.aspx
http://www.worldplumbing.org/worldplumbingday/
https://www.iccsafe.org/codes-tech-support/codes/code-development/current-code-development-cycle/
https://www.iccsafe.org/codes-tech-support/codes/code-development/current-code-development-cycle/
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: April 2018 
Hello! 
 

Congratulations to the winners of our annual NASPE races! Theresa Allen took 
first place with a time of 3.43, Mark Lamberson and Adrienne Bennett took 2nd and 
3rd with times of 3.57 and 3.62.  The races are held every March to celebrate 
World Plumbing Day, it is never too early to start working on your car for next year! 
 
Another month has flown by and only 2 monthly technical programs remain for the 

year.  At our May meeting, the new 2018-2019 ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter board members will 
be sworn in.  All members will be receiving an email in the next couple weeks containing a link to vote 
for the new board members.  Please take a few minutes to submit your ballot! 
 
The board will be meeting in June to discuss the technical topics for next year and invites anyone 
interested in participating in the discussion.  If you have ideas for either the design class or technical 
program, please submit them to any board member or include them on your April or May program 
evaluation form.   
 
Did you know that anyone can submit changes to the International Plumbing Code and Uniform 
Plumbing Code?  We are currently in the 2021 International Plumbing Code cycle and the proposed 
changes were published at the end of February.  These proposed changes will be discussed at the 
Code Committee Action Hearings April 18-20th in Columbus, Ohio. Jeremy Brown, Ron George, Bill 
Grayzar, Bill Weidendorf and I will be attending the hearings to speak about the proposed changes 
this year.  If you are interested in learning more about how you can impact the code language, speak 
with any member of The Code Study and Development Group of Southeastern Michigan.  Our 
members can provide guidance on how you can submit proposed changes in the future and when the 
next cycle begins.  Additional information about the current code cycle can be found here: 
https://www.iccsafe.org/codes-tech-support/codes/code-development/current-code-development-
cycle/ 
 
 
The annual ASPE Convention and Exposition will be held in Atlanta, GA on September 28th-October 
3rd.  The website for the convention is being populated with information including a tentative 
schedule.  Registration is anticipated to open this month.  For more information on the annual 
convention, go here: http://expo.aspe.org/ASPE2018/Public/Enter.aspx 
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 

 
 
 

https://www.iccsafe.org/codes-tech-support/codes/code-development/current-code-development-cycle/
https://www.iccsafe.org/codes-tech-support/codes/code-development/current-code-development-cycle/
http://expo.aspe.org/ASPE2018/Public/Enter.aspx
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: May 2018 
Hello! 
 
Thank you to all the Eastern Michigan ASPE members who voted in our 2018-
2019 elections!  At last count, we had approximately 40% participation from our 
members which is the most ballots returned in the last 3 years.  Your participation 
in the future of our chapter is greatly appreciated! 
 
The 2018-2019 Eastern Michigan ASPE board will be: 

• President: Theresa Allen, P.E., CPD, LEED AP BD+C, GGP 
• V.P. Technical: Mark Lamberson, CPD 
• V.P. Legislative: Bill Grayzar, CPD 
• V.P. Membership: Kristin Simoneaux 
• V.P. Education: Brianne Hall, P.E., CPD, LEED AP BD+C, GGP 
• Treasurer: Hank Koppelo, CPD 
• Administrative Secretary: Frank Tistle 
• Corresponding Secretary: George Johnston II 
• Chapter Affiliate/Liaison: Dann Holmes 
• AYP Liaison: Kari Rosteck  
• Board Members: Amanda Belcher, LEED GA; Pam Hartsell, CPD; Michael Melaragni, 

CPD; John Nussbaum, IPP, FASSE, FASPE; and Cindy Zatto. 
• Newsletter Editor: Theresa Green 

 
Congratulations to Mark Lamberson!  Mark conducted another successful Constructability Seminar on 
April 27th at the Limbach Facility in Pontiac.  Additionally, he has been selected to provide this 
program at the annual ASPE Convention and Exposition this fall in Atlanta.  
 
A few items to note before I sign off with my last article as President.  Our Summer Planning Session 
for the 2018-2019 design and technical programs is going to be held on June 23rd.  If you have 
suggested topics, please attend the meeting or speak with a board member prior to the meeting.  We 
review all suggested topics received and work to implement those into the programs. 
 
The annual ASPE Convention and Exposition will be held in Atlanta, GA on September 28th-October 
3rd.  The website for the convention is continuously being updated with information.  Registration for 
the convention and hotel is now open! For more information on the annual convention, go here: 
http://expo.aspe.org/ASPE2018/Public/Enter.aspx 

 
Please feel free to contact me with comments, questions, suggestions this week, this month, in 6 
months, next year.  I will be happy to assist you. It has been an honor to serve as the first female 
President of the Eastern Michigan ASPE Chapter! 
 
Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, GGP, LEED AP BD&C 

http://expo.aspe.org/ASPE2018/Public/Enter.aspx
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2018-2020 
Theresa Card, President  
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: Summer 2018 
Hello, everyone, from your new EMC President (former VPT)! 
Our May meeting was a great success, as Julius Ballanco, PE, CPD, FASPE, 
helped us bring in a good crowd to learn all about venting! Mike Melaragni, CPD, 
and Paul Baker started the evening off with a code overview of venting according 
to the Michigan Plumbing Code. Thank you to our great speakers! Also, a big 
THANK YOU to our sponsors for the evening: Balfrey & Johnston, Burke Agency, 
KL McCoy and Diversified Sales.  
 

During the May meeting we also installed the 2018-2019 ASPE EMC Board. Most Board members 
stayed in the same positions, except the following: I am now President; Mark Lamberson, CPD is our 
new VP Technical; Brianne Hall, PE, CPD, LEED AP BD+C, GGP is our new VP Education and Kari 
Rosteck is our new AYP Liaison! If you are ever interested in joining the Board or even just coming to 
a monthly board meeting – please let any member of the Board know and we will gladly try to 
convince you to get more involved. 
 
I hope you all enjoyed the 2017-2018 programs, and please reach out to any board member if you 
have suggestions for future program locations/topics/speakers/etc. We had the annual Programming 
meeting on Saturday, June 23rd. Thank you to all who came out and participated; I think we will have 
a great year with a lot of very good speakers and topics! Stay tuned for the Program to come out in 
August! Please note, in response to some member comments, we will be trying more off-site 
meetings and testing out some mid-day meetings during the hectic winter months. We hope to get 
your feedback on these changes. 
 
This year our design class sessions will all focus on the theme of steam! Mike Melaragni, CPD and 
Paul Baker from the Plumbing Industry Training Center I know will put on a great series of classes for 
us all to get more familiar with this tricky topic. Although new steam systems are not that common, so 
many of us deal with retrofits and renovations of hospitals, institutions, etc. that all run on steam – 
and everyone who has dealt with it knows that it is very important to design and modify these systems 
correctly! 
 
A friendly reminder that the ASPE National Convention and Expo is this September 28- October 3rd 
in Atlanta! There are a number of good, pre-convention events like a Green Plumbing Designer 
(GPD) Workshop, The Women of ASPE (WOA) Leadership Forum, A Golf Outing and a volunteer 
event Saturday morning put together by the WOA.  WOA will be joining forces with the Girl Scouts of 
Atlanta on Saturday, September 29. During this 1/2 day event, WOA is inviting ASPE members to 
participate in this volunteer opportunity and help introduce and inspire young girls to embrace and 
celebrate the world of STEM. The event is limited to 35 volunteers. The  
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deadline to register for this even and for the Early Bird Convention rates is August 28. More info can 
be found here: http://expo.aspe.org/ASPE2018/Public/MainHall.aspx?ID=10927&sortMenu=101000 
 
If you do plan to attend, please let one of the board members know so we can meet-up while there! 
 
We will be sending 5 delegates to the business meeting held before the Convention: Brianne Hall, 
Hank Koppelo, Kari Rosteck, Kristin Simoneaux and myself. 
 
I would like to end my first Presidential article with the most important item: THANK YOU to Brianne 
Hall, PE, CPD, LEED AP BD+C, GGP for being our first EMC female President the past two years! 
She did a fantastic job of keeping us all inline, leading our meetings and helping us make a run for 
the Award of Merit! All Board members as well as our talented Design Session Presenters (Mike and 
Paul) also deserve all our thanks, as they volunteer countless hours to try and make our Chapter the 
best in the Region. 
 
Looking forward to a great ASPE year! 
 
Theresa Allen (Card), PE, CPD, GPD 
 
PS – I did get married this summer, so you will soon know me as Theresa Card. You know, once I get 
done doing a whole pile of paperwork and running around town to government agencies! 

 
VP Technical Report 
Mark Lamberson, CPD 
 
Greetings ASPE Eastern Michigan chapter! It has been a good start to the summer 
this year. We held our annual planning meeting for the 2018-2019 design and 
technical sessions, and once again, it looks like next year will be a good one. All of 
the board members are fervently working on the meetings they    will 
 
be leading. It takes a lot of effort to pull everything together quickly so we can get 

the program issued in August. We are looking forward to some new and interesting topics for next 
year! 
I am in the throes of finalizing three presentations for the ASPE convention in September. The 
Society Education Committee expressed a great interest in providing courses based on contractor 
perspectives, so I dove in with both feet. I will be presenting a plumbing fabrication class and two 
constructability classes at the convention. I am looking forward to the opportunity to present in 
Atlanta. I hope to see you there. 
 
Finally, I had written a couple of years ago about a wolf preserve that my daughter and I volunteered 
at in Colorado, Mission: Wolf. Over the last two years, I have continued to volunteer for this 
organization and the great work it does in rescuing and caring for wolves. This year has been no 
different, as I have helped them with the layout of a plumbing system for a new shop facility and art 
studio, and aided them with selecting and procuring their plumbing materials and fixtures. 

 
I am sad to say that I received a message from Kent Weber, one of the founders of Mission: Wolf 
stating that they are in the cross hairs of the Spring Creek fire that originated near Fort Garland, 
Colorado. As of this writing, the fire has consumed approximately 105,000 acres of land and is 47 
percent contained. It is consuming about 16 acres per minute, and is Colorado’s 3rd largest wildfire in 
history. 
 
My thoughts are with Kent, his volunteers and the 32 wolves they care for. They are currently in a 
pre-evacuation zone and are not sure if they will need to leave the property. They are looking for  

http://expo.aspe.org/ASPE2018/Public/MainHall.aspx?ID=10927&sortMenu=101000
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volunteers for a number of tasks and supplies. If you are interested in learning more, please visit the 
sites below. 
 
In closing, as we enjoy the beautiful and sometimes HOT weather we have seen this summer, please 
don’t forget to fully extinguish fires by dousing them with water. Coals can smolder for long periods of 
time and reignite long after you have left the area. 
See you in September! 
 
https://missionwolf.org/visit/  
https://www.facebook.com/missionwolfcolorado/  
https://www.facebook.com/HuerfanoCountyOEM 
 

ASPE Region 2 President’s Meeting recap 
Every summer, Region 2 chapter president’s, along with our Region 2 Director meet 
for an ASPE required annual meeting. The venue changes every year giving each 
chapter an opportunity to highlight the uniqueness of their community. 
 
This past June 8-9th our gracious host was the Evansville, IN satellite chapter. 
Aspecial Thank You goes out to Sam Schenk, those assisting him, and of course 
the Gold, Silver, and Bronze sponsors that help offset some of the costs of this 
meeting. 

Platinum Sponsor – McWane Plumbing Technical Services (AB&I Foundry, Husky, Wade, and Tyler). 
 
Silver Sponsor – Viega; and Bronze Sponsors – Victaulic, ASPE Central OH, and P-M & Associates. 
We could not meet our national requirements without the support of sponsors like these. We are 
grateful. 
 
For future meetings, we need to find better ways to spread this expense across the entirety of Region 
2. 
 
We had a wonderful time. Because there was a casino attached to our hotel, I understand some 
people were fortunate enough to leave with more money than they arrived with. I was not one of them 
because I don’t gamble. The live music was great too! 
 
We had a packed room. Attending guests included Blair Minyard (AYP Liaison) and Vincent 
Falkowski (VP Membership). Region 2 attendees were Keith Bush, Director; Eric Cunningham 
(Buffalo-Niagara); Gary Borgmann (Central IN); Bill Deardurff (Central OH); John Varga (Cleveland); 
Brianne Hall (Eastern MI); Sam Schenk and Greg Farmer (Evansville IN); Brian Young (Greater 
Toronto); Steve Kormanik and Jim Spinelli (Johnstown, PA); Eric Reese and Don Ditter (Pittsburgh, 
PA); Jennifer Wengender (Rochester, NY); Ron Bartley (Southwestern OH); and Chuck Shoudel and 
John Cassady (Western MI). Yours truly represented you as our affiliate liaison. 
  
Blair kicked off our meeting with an announcement that Zurn is offering a $300/chapter event 
sponsorship. There is an application process. The sponsorship can’t be used in conjunction with 
other vendors of that said event. For those 35 and under AYPs, Zurn is also sponsoring a 50-person 
Top Golf event at the upcoming ASPE Convention and Expo in Atlanta. You’ll find this as a line item 
when registering. Blair also announced she will be working with Pittsburgh and Johnstown on a future 
leadership event for the 2019 Technical Symposium. 
 
Vincent (Vinny) spoke on ways to reach out to new members and retain existing members. 
Do we really know much about the person sitting next to us during an ASPE meeting? How about the 
person sitting a row, or two up and over? Have you introduced yourself? If they are a new face, what 
brought them in? What is going to keep them coming back? Consider learning more about the ASPE  

https://missionwolf.org/visit/
https://www.facebook.com/missionwolfcolorado/
https://www.facebook.com/HuerfanoCountyOEM


675 | P a g e  

Summer 2018 

 
Ambassador Program – a hand shake between a new member and a board member. While at it, 
learn more about the WELCOME acronym. I’d like you to take a moment while reading this and visit 
the www.aspepride.org website to learn much more of what we can all do to build our membership. 
 
Each president followed with summaries of their chapters’ successes and what isn’t working too well. 
Forgive me, there isn’t enough space here to recap those presentations. 
Keith Bush closed out our meeting with awards. Sam Schenk was given a certificate of appreciation; 
Steve Kormanik for building a veterans monument for the Johnstown community; to the Rochester 
Chapter for teaming up with other organizations; and lastly to the Southwestern Ohio Chapter for 
being innovative in their outreach including Kentucky and reaching out to members. 
 
Thank you to all new and current ASPE members, our loyal manufactures and to you for taking time 
to read this article. All the best to you in your career. 
 
Dann Holmes – ASPE Region 2 Affiliate Liaison 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: September 2018 
Hello from your EMC President- 
I hope you all had a great summer and are ready for the next ASPE program year 
to start. We have worked to put together a very diverse program this year with 
some new, exciting speakers. We also are going to have lunch meetings during 
the colder winter months to try and help alleviate driving at night with the snow 
possibilities during this time. If you haven’t looked at this year’s program yet, 
please check it out here: http://eastern-michigan.aspe.org/index-3.html 
 

We will be making updates to the Program as we solidify more details – so please check the website 
for the most up to date version.  
 
The ASPE Convention in Atlanta is coming up September 28th thru October 3rd – we hope to see 
you there. Please let one of the board members know if you will be in attendance so we can get 
together as a Chapter there at some point. Since this is a Convention year, your delegates will be 
voting on the new Society Board positions as well as Bylaw changes. We are having a meeting on 
the 19th of this month to discuss these items - an Eventbrite went out earlier – we hope to see you 
there: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aspe-emc-meeting-to-discuss-society-elections-and-bylaws-
tickets-49244361210 
 
There are a couple awards that will be announced at the Convention: 
 

• Eastern Michigan Chapter will be receiving the Chapter Award of Merit along with the 
Membership Retention Award 
 

• Brianne Hall won the Special Award of Appreciation 
 

Congratulations to us and Brianne! A list of all awards can be found here: 
http://expo.aspe.org/ASPE2018/Public/Content.aspx?ID=11275&sortMenu=106009 
 
Lastly, the Society Standing Committees are looking for help! If you would like to join a Standing 
Committee please fill out the application form here: https://aspe.org/content/committees 
 
See you all on the 11th! 
 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, GPD 

 
 
 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aspe-emc-meeting-to-discuss-society-elections-and-bylaws-tickets-49244361210
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/aspe-emc-meeting-to-discuss-society-elections-and-bylaws-tickets-49244361210
http://expo.aspe.org/ASPE2018/Public/Content.aspx?ID=11275&sortMenu=106009
https://aspe.org/content/committees
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: October 2018 
I hope everyone who came to the September meeting enjoyed the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant tour and the presentations at NSF. I know I learned a lot! We 
have a number of great meetings to look forward to this program year and I hope 
to see more of you at the October meeting which will be all about Steam and back 
at the Plumbing Industry Training Center.  
 
A number of our members will be going to the ASPE Convention in Atlanta at the 
end of September. If you haven’t let a board member know you will be attending, 

please shoot me an email so we can be sure to let you know when our members get together! There 
are so many good technical sessions lined up for the Convention, I am having a hard time deciding 
which to go to! Our very own Mark Lamberson will be teaching multiple constructability seminars at 
the Convention – we are VERY proud to have such a knowledgeable teacher in our Chapter! Also, 
Brianne will be running up-opposed for the Society VP Legislative ticket and we are also very proud 
to support her in this effort!  
 
We have such a great chapter with so many amazing members! Yet, we always are looking for more 
members to network with, to connect with and to become lifelong resources for. I encourage you all to 
reach out to the people in your office who aren’t ASPE members and bring them to a meeting; 
especially interns and student workers. If cost of meeting attendance or membership is an issue, 
please reach out to Kristin our VPM and let’s talk! 
 
Some Society reminders: 

• Certifications: 
o 2018 CPDT exam registration deadline is October 11th.  
o 2019 CPD exam will take place April 4th and 5th and registration will open in 

December. 
o If you are interested in taking either of these exams Kari Rosteck, our AYP Liaison, is 

looking at setting up a study group so send her an email if you want to be a part of the 
study group. 

• Did you know that ASPE has a merchandise store where you can buy ASPE-branded items, 
such as apparel, hats, backpacks, and more? Yep! We have tons of items available for 
purchase that you can have branded with your chapter’s logo or the Society’s logo. Take a 
look at the attached flyer or online at http://www.aspe.org/aspemerch 

• The Society Standing Committees are looking for help! If you would like to join a Standing 
Committee please fill out the application form here: https://aspe.org/content/committees 
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• If you know a plumbing or Architectural Engineering student – the Alfred Steele Scholarship is 

a great way to get some extra cash for school: https://aspe.org/SteeleScholarship. It is open to 
all ASPE members and their immediate families. Student memberships are only $30 – and if 
even that scares you, again, reach out to Kristin and let’s talk. Finding sponsorships to cover 
student memberships is something we are very willing to do! 
 

See you all on the 9th! I look forward to telling you all about the Convention in my next article. 
 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, GPD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
October 2018 



685 | P a g e  

 

 
 

October 2018 



686 | P a g e  

 



687 | P a g e  

 
ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: November 2018 
I hope everyone is adjusting to the colder weather, I know I am not. I am already 
anxiously waiting next summer. In the meantime, though, at least there seems to 
be plenty of work going around and plenty of good ASPE meetings to attend! 
 
Our chapter had a FANTASTIC showing at the Convention this year – 12+ 
members! I hope everyone got as much out of it as I did. A really full product show 
that was so engaging that even though the power went out for hours – people did 
not leave the show floor and continued to learn and engage with vendors and 

peers. The technical sessions were also good. I learned about automatic control valves, tankless 
heaters, pump selection, emergency fixtures and some tips on hot water recirculation systems (which 
also turned into a Legionella discussion). Mark Lamberson also presented multiple sessions on 
Constructability that were well received, and I heard rave reviews about! 
 
As far as the Society business meetings, with the help of Parliamentarian Michael we moved through 
the bylaw amendments at record pace. For those curious about which amendments passed, please 
email me. As for our new Society Board of Directors they are: 
 
• President: Carol Johnson, CPD, LEED AP, CFI, FASPE 
• VP Technical: Don Strickland, CPD, GPD, FASPE 
• VP Education: Blair Minyard, PE, CDT, CPD 
• VP Legislative: Brianne N. Hall, PE, CPD, LEED AP BD+C, GGP (CONGRATS!!) 
• VP Membership: Vincent (Vinny) Falkowski, PE, PMP, CCM 
• VP Affiliate: Thomas P. Sharp 
• Treasurer: Jim Zebrowski, PE, CPD, FASPE 
• AYP Liaison: Christoph Lohr, PE, CPD, LEED AP BD+C, ASSE 6020 
• CEO/Director: Billy Smith, FASPE 
• Region 2 Director: Keith Bush, CPD, GPD, CSI 
 
We also got to meet the new Society Sr. Director of Technical & Regulatory Affairs, Ramiro Mata. 
 
Finally, please mark your calendars for next year’s Technical Symposium in Pittsburgh, October 24-
27th, 2019 and the 2020 Convention which will be in New Orleans, September 11-16th. 
 
A reminder about the Alfred Steele Scholarship: it is a great way to get some extra cash for school! 

Go to https://aspe.org/SteeleScholarship. It is open to all ASPE members and their immediate 
families. There are always a limited number of applicants – so your odds are good! Our very 
own Rachel Gendich won the scholarship a couple years ago! See you all in November for a 
great meeting that I know will be a huge success! 
 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, GPD 
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VP Membership Report 
Kristin Simoneaux 
  
We had five delegates representing the Eastern Michigan chapter at the ASPE 
delegate meeting in Atlanta last month. Two of us were new to the experience. For 
those that have never been but have wondered what a delegate does at these 
meetings, we voted…a LOT. We voted on bylaws and also the ASPE society 
positions. For each change to the ASPE bylaws, the proposed    change was 
explained by the person who proposed the change. Then the floor was opened for 

anyone to ask questions and/or comment on the change. Once the delegates had no more questions/ 
comments, we voted to accept or deny the change using wireless, electronic devices. 
  
This year was different than past years as we had a mediator to help keep us on track and to move 
things along. There was, at times, exciting debates over the proposed change. 
We also had the opportunity to attend meetings for the different committees of ASPE like the 
Membership Committee that I attended. ASPE has some innovating ideas to help increase 
membership and pull in younger members. The ASPE website will be getting a much needed 
overhaul to make access to member only information easier to use. 

 
I highly recommend to members who have not had a chance to experience being a delegate to offer 
to be one at our next delegate meeting in 2020. It is an excellent opportunity to learn about the inner 
workings of ASPE, network with other professionals, and have some fun! 

 
 
 
 



689 | P a g e  

November 2018 
 

 
 

AYP Liaison 
Kari Rosteck 
  
What was it like to be a delegate at ASPE’s 2018 Convention & Expo? 
The room is quiet. Everyone staring at the two large screens at the front of the 
room. Both candidates’ names are up there waiting for the final count to appear 
beside them. Yikes! The tension in the room is unbearable. 
 

I took a glance around and couldn’t help but notice the tall flags from all the ASPE Chapters across 
North America. It felt like being in a huge parade with hundreds of people. I guess it wasn’t far from it. 
The ASPE parade! Conquering the bylaw voting process like a piece of cake all thanks to our frank 
parliamentarian. However, the crowd feels much different than the day before. Still and waiting. 
 
This was the last vote of the Business meeting, the vote for our next ASPE Society President. I think 
to myself – has my vote represented our chapter well? Did I ask the candidates all the questions our 
chapter needed to make the right decision? 
 
I thought back to the last Chapter meeting we had before heading to the ASPE 2018 Convention. We 
first went over all the bylaws and discussed our voting strategy. When it came time to talk about the 
candidates, everyone seemed torn. We deliberated for what felt like hours. Going around the table 
talking about our interactions with each candidate, how we thought they would fit the role and what 
the candidates background was within ASPE. We asked ourselves, what have they accomplished 
over the past few years for our Society? How will they meet their goals and hold themselves 
accountable? 

 
So, I came to the Convention as a delegate with a series of questions for each candidate; hoping that 
this will help me make a thoughtful decision on behalf of our chapter. We were given lots of time to 
interact with each candidate and get a feel for their aspirations for ASPE at the Society level. My 
favorite topic of discussion was the growing need to attract and retain our members. As an ASPE 
young professional myself, I know many reasons that could make it hard to join this amazing society. 
How were we going to battle them, together? It was extremely encouraging, however, to see so many 
young professionals at the committee meeting earlier this weekend. We shared so many ideas 
between chapters and were able to talk through many common successes and failures. 
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My mind stops wandering and I find myself staring at the 4 delegates beside me from the Eastern 
Michigan Chapter. From the looks on their faces I could tell this was the hardest decision of the day. 
Two exceptional candidates running for one pretty exciting position. The chance to lead our unique 
and prosperous group of Plumbing Engineers and Affiliates. 
  
The numbers finally jumped on the screen as if they were trying to scare us. It took a second to 
register who had a higher number of votes and before I knew it the crowd was roaring in delight. I 
joined in cheering before I even realized who our next President was - Carol Johnson!! What a race! I 
cheered even louder, but for all the candidates, the dedication in this Society is contagious and I can’t 
wait to see what’s in store for this great group of professionals. Hooray to our new Board of Directors 
and thank you to everyone for creating such a fun and exciting Delegate experience! 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: December 2018 
I trust everyone had a good Thanksgiving Holiday and had their fill of turkey, pie 
and football. Thanks you everyone who came out to November’s meeting on 
Steam Traps and Fire Protection. Judging from the evaluation responses – I think 
we will try and do more than one session on Fire Protection next program year. 
Please remember to RSVP for our meetings, it not only helps us give an accurate 
head count to the caterer, but also ensure we can contact you with important 
information about the session beforehand, like email out the session handouts that 
are too large for us to print for everyone. 

 
Next up: ASPE needs you! All of the Standing Committees are looking for volunteers to join their 
group. No matter what your interests in the plumbing world, there is a Standing Committee that I 
know we would benefit from you being a part of. You can find a list of all the committees below as 
well as here: https://aspe.org/content/committees. If you would like to make a difference and help 
represent Eastern Michigan at the national level, please consider filling out an application today! The 
application can also be found at the link above, in the first paragraph. Don’t be scared of the time 
commitment; many of your current Board members are also members of one (or more!) Standing 
Committees and if you are curious about what this volunteer effort entails, please reach out to me 
and I will find someone to tell you all about it. I, personally, am on the Credentialing Committee and 
although it means I can’t help you study for the CPD or CPDT-  I find it very rewarding to put forth my 
time to help ensure both these programs are a success and fair.  
 
THESE COMMITTEES NEED YOU! 

• Bylaws  

• Credentialing  

• Education 

• Finance 

• Legislative 

• Long-Range Planning 

• Membership 

• Nominating 

• Publication and PEDH 

• Technical and Research 

• Design Standards 

 
Another reminder about the Alfred Steele Scholarship: it is a great way to get some extra cash for 
school! Go to https://aspe.org/SteeleScholarship. It is open to all ASPE members and their immediate 
families. Applications are due soon, so don’t delay! 
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It’s never too early to start planning something for the 2019 Engineer’s Week! Next year those of us 
in the Engineering profession will be celebrated February 17th -23rd.  This is a great time to educate 
young people in college, high school or even younger about what we do and why it is important to 
society. You can find more information: http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-week 
 
See you all in December for a great LUNCH meeting that I hope all will enjoy. If we don’t see you 
then – have a very Happy Holidays! 
 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, GPD 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-week
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: January 2019 
I hope those that joined us for the panel discussion at LTU in December had a 
good time and learned a little something. We hope to continue to engage with 
local students and expand our outreach efforts. 
 
CPD Test & Review Class Scholarship 
Reminder that registration for the 2019 CPD test is open! The test is scheduled for 
April 2nd and 3rd, 2019. If you are planning on taking the CPD next year and are 
interested in attending any of Society’s CPD review classes 

(www.aspe.org/cpdreviewclass) – please let Kristin Simoneaux know 
(Kristin.simoneaux@stantec.com) right now! The Eastern Michigan Chapter would like to sponsor 
one of our members to attend! Sponsorship would include the price the registration.  
 
Scholarships for Students 
Two scholarship reminders: 

• The Alfred Steele Scholarship: Go to https://aspe.org/SteeleScholarship. It is open to all ASPE 
members and their immediate families. Applications are due January 31st, so don’t delay! 

• ASSE John E. Matthews Scholarship: Go to http://eastern-
michigan.aspe.org/PDF/Michigan_Chapter_ASSE_Scholarship_Application_Form.pdf and fill 
out the form today! 
 

Other Important Dates 

• Next ASPE Webinar: Jan. 10, 2019 - Drainage Selection for Hygienic Applications, Rosemont, 
IL – Instructors: Scott Steindler & James Hunt 

• ASSE Annual Banquet: Jan. 26, 2019 

• Next ASPE Workshops:  
o Feb. 21, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. - Intermediate Plumbing Design Workshop, Irvine, CA – 

Instructor: Peter A. Kraut 
o Feb. 28 – Mar. 1, 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. – Basic Plumbing Design II, Pittsburgh, PA – 

Instructor: Michael Danielson 
o Feb. 22, 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. – Medical Gas Design, Irvine, CA – Instructor: Mark 

Allen 
o Feb. 27, 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. – Medical Gas Design, Pittsburgh, PA - Instructor: Mark 

Allen 

• Engineers Weeks – Feb. 17 – 23, 2019 http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-
week 

• World Plumbing Day – Mar. 11, 2019 

• Healthcare Infection Transmission Systems (HITS) Conference – Aug. 6-8, 2019,  Buffalo, NY 

• NSF Legionella Conference – Sept. 11-13, 2019, Los Angeles, CA 
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See you all in January for a great LUNCH meeting at Limbach! Wishing you all a very Happy New 
Year and a great and profitable 2019! 
 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, GPD 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



698 | P a g e  

 
ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: February 2019 
Is it spring yet? I hope I am not the only one that is already done with the cold and 
ice and snow. I hope everyone enjoyed the January presentation at Limbach and 
the ASSE Annual Banquet.  
 
A couple reminders of some important announcements: 
 
CPD Test & Review Class Scholarship 
Reminder that registration for the 2019 CPD test is open! The test is scheduled for 

April 2nd and 3rd, 2019. If you are planning on taking the CPD next year and are interested in 
attending any of Society’s CPD review classes (www.aspe.org/cpdreviewclass) – please let Kristin 
Simoneaux know (Kristin.simoneaux@stantec.com) right now! The Eastern Michigan Chapter would 
like to sponsor one of our members to attend! Sponsorship would include the price the registration.  
 
ASPE National Standing Committees 
Next up: ASPE needs you! All of the Standing Committees are looking for volunteers to join their 
group. No matter what your interests in the plumbing world, there is a Standing Committee that I 
know we would benefit from you being a part of. You can find a list of all the committees below as 
well as here: https://aspe.org/content/committees. If you would like to make a difference and help 
represent Eastern Michigan at the national level, please consider filling out an application today!  
 
THESE COMMITTEES NEED YOU! 

• Bylaws  

• Credentialing  

• Education 

• Finance 

• Legislative 

• Long-Range Planning 

• Membership 

• Nominating 

• Publication and PEDH 

• Technical and Research 

• Design Standards 
 
Become a mentor or mentee! 
Do you have some great engineering or networking knowledge? Do you want to mentor a young 
ASPE member during their path to their PE or CPD? Or are you a member who wants a mentor  
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to guide you along your professional or technical knowledge path? Then please fill out the ASPE 
mentor program application today! Go to: https://www.aspe.org/aspe-mentoring-program and check it 
out! I was a mentee to Bryan Hutton, current Region 5 Director, for 2 years and it was a great 
experience! 
 
Other Important Dates 

• Next ASPE Workshops:  

• Feb. 21, 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. - Intermediate Plumbing Design Workshop, Irvine, CA – 
Instructor: Peter A. Kraut 

• Feb. 28 – Mar. 1, 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. – Basic Plumbing Design II, Pittsburgh, PA – 
Instructor: Michael Danielson 

• Feb. 22, 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. – Medical Gas Design, Irvine, CA – Instructor: Mark Allen 

• Feb. 27, 8:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. – Medical Gas Design, Pittsburgh, PA - Instructor: Mark Allen 

• Engineers Weeks – Feb. 17 – 23, 2019 http://www.discovere.org/our-programs/engineers-
week 

• World Plumbing Day – Mar. 11, 2019 

• Healthcare Infection Transmission Systems (HITS) Conference – Aug. 6-8, 2019,  Buffalo, NY 

• NSF Legionella Conference – Sept. 11-13, 2019, Los Angeles, CA 
 
I hope everyone stays warm and safe during these “sporty” winter months with the ice and snow. I will 
see you at our next meeting on the 19th at the Gem Theatre! Be sure to register early, since this is a 
joint event with ASHRAE we normally sell out! 
 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, GPD 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 2019 
I hope everyone enjoyed our joint ASPE and ASHRAE meeting. We had a good 
attendance and it was great to see people from our two group mingle! I also hope 
some of you were able to get out and do something for Engineer’s Week, which 
was February 17-23rd.  
 
ASSE Awards Banquet Recap 
Congratulations to the award recipients from this year’s ASSE Michigan Chapter 
Awards Banquet that was held on January 26th! This year’s award recipients 

were: 
 
Albert Cohen Award: Ken Nightlinger 
 
Malcolm Wallace Award: Rick Johnston 
 
Larry Burkheiser Award: Chad Walker 
 
John E. Matthews Award: Pamela Hartsell, CPD (woohoo, go Pam!!) 
 
L. Glen Shields Award: Esteban Cabello, P.E., FASPE (great job, Esteban!!) 
 
Lawrence Tech Students Need Your Help! 
At the last meeting, we were asked by Lawrence Tech students to help them get some input from our 
industry, specifically from those of us who are part of ASHRAE and ASPE. If you would be so kind as 
to help them out please email Liping Liu (lliu1@ltu.edu) or Ali Fallahi (afallahi@ltu.edu) with answers 
to the following questions: 
 
• Do you use ASHRAE standards at work? 
• How has ASHRAE impacted your product development and testing? 
• How will you measure these impacts? 
 
Next Month is our NASPE Races! 
In honor of World Plumbing Day (March 11th) we will again be having our NASPE races at March’s 
meeting. If you would like to participate and create a pinewood derby car – please let me know and I 
can drop one off to you! For more information on World Plumbing Day go to: 
https://www.worldplumbing.org/activities/ 
 
Important Dates 
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Save the date for the 2019 ASPE Technical Symposium this fall! This year it will be located in 
Pittsburgh, PA and it will take place October 24-27, 2019 at the Wyndham Grand Pittsburgh 
Downtown. We hope to see you there! 
 
Reminder that CPD exam registration closes March 21st and it has been extended to three days 
(April 3, 4 and 5)! 
 
And finally, a big CONGRATULATIONS to ASPE for surpassing 6500 members! This effort would not 
be feasible without all the hard work and dedicated that volunteers, like our own Kristin Simoneaux – 
VP Membership! 
 
See you all in March back at the PITC! 
 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, GPD 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: April 2019 
Spring is here! Finally! And with it comes plans of spring breaks and summer 
vacations. It also means we are reaching the end of this ASPE program year. I 
hope you all will enjoy the last two meetings we have. April will talk about Lean 
Construction (with focus on what that means during design) and May we will have 
a night of steam – including the Armstrong Steam Board that will show us in real 
time how all the different types of steam traps work! I hope to see you there! 
 

ASPE Eastern Michigan Board 
May’s meeting is also where we will be swearing in the new Chapter Board members. All members 
will be receiving an email in the next couple weeks containing a link to vote for the new board 
members. Please take a few minutes to submit your ballot! If you are interested in becoming a board 
member, please let me know! We always welcome new ideas and talent! 
 
Summer Planning Meeting 
As always, we will be having our summer planning meeting one Saturday in June to discuss the 
technical topics for next year’s programs. We invite anyone interested to attend ad participate. If you 
have ideas for either the design class or technical programs, please submit them to any board 
member or include them in your April or May program evaluation. The date for the summer planning 
will be announced soon. 
 
2019 ASPE Technical Symposium 
Save the date for the 2019 ASPE Technical Symposium this fall! This year it will be located in 
Pittsburgh, PA and it will take place October 24-27, 2019 at the Wyndham Grand Pittsburgh 
Downtown. Registration will be opening soon! 
 
Other items I want to make you aware of: 
 

• ASPE National’s website will be getting an upgrade soon with a lot of fun new features 
including “ASPE Connect.” The new site will allow more sharing of information and remote 
networking capabilities. Keep an eye out! Some members are testing the functions, so don’t 
be surprised if you see an invite from someone to connect! 

• Have you renewed your membership recently? My renewal is every April and I was pleasantly 
surprised to see a code for a FREE WEBINAR included in my renewal confirmation package. 
It is good for any ASPE webinar. How cool! 

• We should all take comfort knowing our dedicated Michigan Code Study group and ASPE 
society personnel are reviewing proposed code changes (in all States) and making sure  
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the health of the nation is preserved. There have been recent Illinois and Michigan Plumbing Code 
proposed changes that would have had a serious and negative impact on our designs – but with the 
involvement of our Code Study Group, NSF and ASPE those changes have been removed. If you are 
looking for more information, feel free to contact Brianne Hall, EMC’s former president and current 
ASPE National VP Legislative.  
 
Hope to see you April 9th, 
 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, GPD 
 

Affiliate Liaison Report 
Dann Holmes, ASPE Region 2 
  
A Tribute to My Father and the Tools of Life 
As a young boy, I would watch my father work on everything in our home. It did not 
matter what type of system it was. Electrical, plumbing, mechanical, air-
conditioning, carpentry, woodworking, and vehicle maintenance seemed to be one 
of his daily chores. Working two jobs during the week and tackling the “to-do” lists 
during a series of late nights or over a weekend. I just took it for granted; Dad 

knows how to do everything! 
 
Since I did not have a concept of what he was doing, I stayed back and waited to see what the result 
of his work would be. As I grew older, Dad would pull me into a project. I am sure it was because with 
seven kids, he needed the help, but little did I realize he was passing on to me one of the Tools of 
Life. 
 
At the time, I did not possess enough muscle to break loose some of the rusty parts under the hood 
of our cars, but I learned there was a lubricant that would help. In fact, I knew where to find it in my 
Dad’s basement workshop. Dad, I said, I can get that for you! Therefore, I would run down the stairs, 
into his workshop, and back to the garage as fast as I could. 
 
As a project would progress, Dad would ask for more tools. Heck, I can get those too. Tell me what 
you need. I would make a mental note and search the items out. Did he want an opened- end or 
boxed-end wrench? What is the difference? Why does it matter? Knuckles, he would say. Dad was 
often short and to the point with his responses. What do you mean I would ask? He would show his 
knuckles and tell me how it happened. Ouch. 
 
As a young man, I worked in manufacturing. I learned to fabricate raw steel into finished goods. This 
helped me understand the importance of having the right tool for each step of the operation. If not, 
cost overruns or quality issues sprung up quickly. 
 
As in life, my job took a turn and I found myself working “temporarily” in a tool warehouse.  Not just 
tools, but also all types of tools. Aisles and aisles full of them, stacked to the ceiling. Tools I never 
knew existed, or why.  Wow I said, wait until Dad sees this place! He is going to like what I am doing 
now. 
 
Coming from manufacturing and witnessing how this family- owned business was trying to “stamp 
anchors” by hand for a nuclear power plant, I quickly realized there is a better, faster way. Whom 
better to ask for help than Dad? He took time to visit my new workplace and I explained our  

 
 



710 | P a g e  

April 2019 
 
current process. The next day, he had built a jig that would increase our production a hundred-fold. 
Not only in quantity, but quality. The company took notice. 
 
As time went on, I was hired full-time. I did not know it but this began my career in the plumbing and 
heating industry. 
  
Another anchor order came in for the power plant, a large order. Since I was making just enough 
money to live on, I knew in the back of my mind that one-day I am going to need tools like those that 
my father has. I am going to need the right tools. I asked the owner if I could work for tools instead of 
money. 
 
Where to start? Dad suggested bringing home some of those industrial tool catalogs and make a list. 
Great idea. Thanks Dad. 
 
I was a kid in a candy store flipping through tool catalogs creating a Christmas wish list. So many 
choices, what to do? Dad taught me another lesson. Negotiation. One catalog had a Master 
Mechanics Set. It was on the inside front cover of the thickest catalog. It was their centerfold; the best 
set they made. Dad, I said, they are not going to go for that, he said, fine, but start at the top and 
work your way down, do not negotiate from the bottom up. Again, great idea, thanks Dad. 
 
The next day, sweating with anticipation, and nervous because of possible rejection, I presented my 
“wish list” to the owner. He jumped back in his chair, and then he opened up the price book. He was 
shocked. I stood firm, but my legs were weak. As any good business man would do, he picked up the 
phone and called the manufacturers rep. They talked, and then came his reply. 
 
Dann, you have yourself a deal, in fact, I will throw in another $300 worth of tools of your choice to 
your list. Wow, I could not wait to get home and tell Dad because we were going to have to make 
room for more tools in our house and garage. 
 
As I grew in the tool business, I began to realize the importance of having the right tool to do the job 
right. Contractors bid construction projects low. The winning contractor must figure out how they can 
make money. I became a person the construction industry experts would come to when they had to 
find ways to reduce labor costs. I was a person that when I walked through your door, I had 
something new to show. This always brought me back to my early years when I would tell Dad, I 
could get that for you. 
 
As the years went on, tools became a staple present under the Christmas tree, for Father’s Day, or 
Dad’s birthday. Other members of our family did well in this area too. I would seek out the latest and 
greatest low-cost tools coming to market thinking to myself, at some point, this gem will be useful. 
This is going to be the right tool, at the right time for my Dad and without damage to a knuckle. 
 
Sadly, in his later years, dementia had taken its toll on my father. He could no longer work with tools 
or complete a task. We had to remove almost all tools from the house and garage. Fortunately, when 
he did need work done, I was one of seven sons and daughters that would do the work he could no 
longer do while he watched and handed us the right tool. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: May 2019 
Thank you to all the members who voted in our 2019-2020 elections! We had over 
30% participation. Your participation in the future of our Chapter is always greatly 
appreciated. 
 
2019-2020 ASPE Eastern Michigan Board 

President: Theresa Card, P.E., CPD, LEED AP BD+C 
V.P. Technical: Kristin Simoneaux, P.E., CPD, LEED 
V.P. Legislative: Bill Grayzar, CPD 
V.P. Membership: Frank Tistle, CWS 
V. P. Education: Brianne Hall, P.E., CPD, LEED AP BD+C, GGP 
Treasurer: Pamela Hartsell, CPD 
Administrative Secretary: Hank Koppelo, CPD 
Corresponding Secretary: George Johnston II 
Chapter Affiliate/Liaison: Dann Holms 
AYP Liaison: George Bellman 
Newsletter Editor and Webmaster: Theresa Green 

 
Board Members: Amanda Belcher, LEED GA; Michael Melaragni, CPD, John Nussbaum, IPP, 
FASSE, FASPE, Mark Lamberson, CPD and Kari Rosteck. 
 
Summer Planning Meeting 
As always, we will be having our summer planning meeting one Saturday in June to discuss the 
technical topics for next year’s programs. We invite anyone interested to attend ad participate. If you 
have ideas for either the design class or technical programs, please submit them to any board 
member or include them in your April or May program evaluation. The date for the summer planning 
meeting is June 8th. An Eventbrite invitation was sent out. 
 
2019 ASPE Technical Symposium 
Save the date for the 2019 ASPE Technical Symposium this fall! This year it will be located in 
Pittsburgh, PA and it will take place October 24-27, 2019 at the Wyndham Grand Pittsburgh 
Downtown. Registration is open now so book your spot and room reservation today! 
aspe.org/2019tech. 
 
WOA scholarship will help a deserving member attend the 2019 ASPE Tech Symposium 
The scholarship will cover the registration fee, special events, roundtrip airfare, hotel 
accommodations, airport transportation, and meals, as well as a one-year ASPE membership 
renewal. To be eligible, you must be a female student enrolled in an engineering program at a  
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college/university or employed in the engineering field with less than five years of work experience. 
Applications are due May 31st! 
 
https://www.aspe.org/2019Tech/images/woa_scholarship_application_2019.pdf 
 
Members are needed to join our Mentoring Program 
The program is currently in need of mentors who are experienced in the following areas: CPD, GPD, 
CPDT, and Society/Chapter leadership. ASPE's Mentoring Program connects ASPE members who 
have a particular skill set (mentors) with individuals (mentees) who are searching to acquire the same 
skills to develop and make progress toward their personal and professional goals. If you are 
interested in being a mentor, please fill out the form at aspe.org/become-mentor. 
 
And lastly, have you checked out ASPE Connect yet? I think as focus groups are formed on the site it 
will become a valuable tool in our industry! https://connect.aspe.org/home 
 
Hope to see you all May 14th!  
 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, GPD 

 

 

 

https://www.aspe.org/2019Tech/images/woa_scholarship_application_2019.pdf
https://connect.aspe.org/home
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: Summer 2019 
Our May meeting was a fantastic event with Merlo Energy bringing in great, 
knowledgeable speakers and the working Armstrong steam board. If you missed 
it, you really missed out. Thank you to our great speakers! Also, a big THANK 
YOU to our sponsors for the evening: Merlo Energy and Nibco 
 
During the May meeting we also installed the 2019-2020 ASPE EMC Board. Most 
Board members stayed in the same positions, except the following: Kristin 
Simoneaux is our new VP Technical; Frank Tistle is VP Membership, Pam Hartsell 

is our Treasurer, Hank Koppelo is our Administrative Secretary and George Bellman is our new AYP 
Liaison! If you are ever interested in joining the Board or even just coming to a monthly board 
meeting – please let any member of the Board know and we will gladly try to convince you to get 
more involved. 
 
I hope you all enjoyed the 2018-2020 programs, and please reach out to any board member if you 
have suggestions for future program locations/topics/speakers/etc. We had the annual Programming 
meeting on Saturday, June 8th. Thank you to all who came out and participated; I think we will have 
an amazingly diverse year with a lot of very desirable speakers and topics! Stay tuned for the 
Program to come out in early/mid-August!  
 
June 1st Dann Holmes and I attended the Region 2 President’s meeting. This was a good opportunity 
to sit with our other Region 2 Presidents and Board members and hear updates from Society (via our 
very special guest, Carol Johnson!!) and share what our Chapter has been up to the past year. Carol 
informed us that that ASPE Society is really going to focus on public health mission, our need for 
proper education for our members and more research into the areas of plumbing that are…antiquated 
and no longer at pace with the changes seen in the industry. A couple of other items from the 
President’s meeting: 
 

• Are you interested in being part of the Society’s Nominating committee?? We are in need of at 
least one Region 2 representative. For more information, contact myself or Keith Bush (our 
Region Director). 

• ASPE Has teamed with ASAEF to offer a 3 hour Fire Protection course to members and 
nonmembers! https://www.aspe.org/FireProtectionCourse The course is only $100 and will 
provide a solid understanding of FP system basics.  

• This will be Keith’s last term as Region 2 Director – so if you are interested in stepping up and 
taking over his illustrious legacy -please let someone know! 
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• Eastern Michigan received 2 Regional Awards: Excellence in Education and an award for our 
AYP and WOA programs we had throughout the year. Go us! Special thanks to Mark 
Lamberson and Kari Rosteck for being our outstanding VP Tech and AYP Liaison last year. If 
you see then, give them a high five! 

• Dann Holmes also received an appreciation award for all his hard work for Region 2 as our 
Affiliate Liaison. Please give Dann a congratulations next time you see him. We appreciate 
you, Dann, and all you do! 

 
A friendly reminder that the ASPE Technical Symposium is October 24th-27th in Pittsburgh, PA. The 
GPD workshop and AYP Leadership Academy will again be special events held before the 
Symposium. Sign up now as these tend to sell out! If you do plan to attend any of the Syposium, 
please let one of the board members know so we can meet-up while there! 
 
Society has also rolled out a couple new, great things on the website recently – ASPE Connect 
(which I hope you are all enjoying) and a new Education portal. Check these out and let me know if 
you have any questions or feedback for Society. Also stay tuned for the brand-new website ASPE will 
be rolling out! 
 
Looking forward to a great ASPE year! 
Theresa Card PE, CPD, GPD 
 

VP Technical Report 
Kristin Simoneaux, P.E., CPD, LEED 
 
Greetings from your new Vice President Technical! On June 8th we held our annual 
planning meeting for the 2019-2020 technical and design sessions. We had many 
great suggestions on topics for the next year. After narrowing down the options, we 
have a very interesting year lined up. We have gone through all the meeting review 
comments and are trying a few changes this year. The vendors that sponsor a table 

will have more face time opportunities with members during meetings. If you have suggestions on 
how we can improve our meetings, please let me or one of the board members know! 
 
Our May meeting went well! We had 44 people in attendance. Merlo Energy wowed the audience 
with their portable steam system, “The Steam Board,” and videos of what happens when steam 
systems go wrong (if you hear loud knocking, run!). 
 
This left many with a deep respect for the sheer power of the systems and how dangerous they can 
be when mistreated. 
  
Please join us for the September meeting. We will be doing a deep dive into venting in the first part of 
a two part program. If you have questions on venting applications, this is the class for you! 
Hopefully the summer is going well and everyone is staying cool. The excessive rain we have 
experienced this year has impacted many of us. From flooding to power outages, the storms have 
made life interesting. One aspect though that many have overlooked is the impact on vacationers and 
summer activities. With lake levels at near record highs, there has been a large increase in boating 
accidents and rescues required. The deeper water is hiding hazards like break walls, pylons, jetties, 
etc. The water currents are also stronger. While out having fun, please be safe while out on the 
water. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: September 2019 
I hope you all had a great summer and are ready for the next ASPE program year 
to start. We have worked to put together a very diverse program this year with 
some new, exciting speakers and some highly requested topics. Check out this 
year’s program at: https://eastern-michigan.aspe.org/ 
 
We will be making updates to the Program as we solidify more details – so please 
check the website for the most up to date version.  
 

Notes on this Year’s Program: Please note that the September and March meetings will NOT be 
held on the second Tuesday. This is due to conflicts with ASHRAE Detroit’s programming. We try to 
coordinate throughout the summer with our local ASHRAE to make sure our programs do not conflict. 
This year, due to ASHRAE’s joint meetings with SMACNA and AIA, we needed to move two of our 
meetings. We hope you appreciate our joint effort to provide great programs on different days to allow 
both group’s memberships to attend as much education content as possible. 
 
A message about the Increase in Sponsorships: As some of you may have noticed we have 
increased the cost of most sponsorship opportunities by $50. We have not increased prices in…well, 
at least since I have been here for 5 years. We hope this does not cause a burden to any of our 
gracious sponsors. If you have any issues, please reach out to any board member. We will be adding 
a benefit to the tabletop sponsorships along with the increase in cost: you will be provided a 3-4 
minute time during dinner to come up to the front of the room and participate in a product interview. 
An AYP member will be interviewing one of your tabletop staff about the products you brought with 
you to showcase. We hope this additional exposure will make the added cost of the tabletop more 
appealing. Your feedback is welcome as we explore idea to not only help offset cost of meetings but 
also increase member awareness of our Sponsor’s products. 
 
NEW!!! ASPE EMC JOBS PROGRAM! In this bustling job market I have had many companies and 
candidates reach out to me asking about a local jobs program to help connect plumbing engineers 
looking for a new opportunity to those companies looking to fill vacancies. I have previously been 
directing companies to ASPE national’s job board (https://careers.aspe.org/jobs/) but your EMC board 
has decided to start our own jobs program (tip of the hat to Chicago Chapter for the idea). If you are a 
company looking to hire a new employee or an engineering looking for the next stage in your career – 
simply email jobs.aspe.emc@gmail.com and we will (1) post Company’s job openings in our 
Newsletter and (2) confidentially connect job seekers with companies looking. All information sent to 
jobs.aspe.emc@gmail.com is completely confidential and you will be asked for confirmation before 
your resume is passed on to any company. We hope this added benefit will help all involved. 
Currently I will be the one monitoring the email account, and solemnly promise to not just send good 

candidates to my own company      . 

 
 

https://eastern-michigan.aspe.org/
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CPD and CPDT Candidates! We will again be having our 50/50 raffles during our meetings this year. 
Proceeds going to a scholarship fund for those looking to take the CPD/CPDT exam that would like to 
attend a national study session/need financial help with study resources. We understand not all 
employers are willing to pay for these certifications – but your local board believes these are 
invaluable credentials for any and all plumbing engineers to obtain. Please contact any one on the 
board if you are looking to take the CPD or CPDT exam this year and are looking for some financial 
help.  
 
ASPE EMC’s 45th Anniversary! Our local Chapter’s 45th anniversary will be next year. In 
anticipation of this outstanding achievement John Nussbaum, Joe Hernandez and Pam Hartsell are 
helping me put together a consolidated history of the Chapter. YOU TOO CAN HELP! If you have old 
pictures or information from your time in the Chapter, please email me! I appreciate your help in trying 
to put together a great booklet for next year. 
 
A friendly reminder that the ASPE Technical Symposium is October 24th-27th in Pittsburgh, PA. The 
GPD workshop and AYP Leadership Academy will again be special events held before the 
Symposium. Sign up now as these tend to sell out! If you do plan to attend any of the Syposium, 
please let one of the board members know so we can meet-up while there! 
 
See you all on the 17th (third Tuesday)@ the Plumbing Industry Training Center! 
 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, GPD 
 
AYP Liaison Report 
George Bellman 
 
The latest adventure. 
 
Hey everyone! I have to tell you about my amazing adventure at this year's United Associations (UA) 
Industry Day. This was a great experience to see the people who make the buildings on plan into 
reality. 
 
First stop was to drop of the duffle gift bag given to me at check-in to my car… on the other side of 
campus. Did I mention all the lots were nearly full when I arrived? On my way back to the events, I 
took the opportunity to wander through the campus. I saw groups of people moving through the 
buildings being led by instructors to testing room, tradesmen swapping stories casually in the hall, 
and yellow signs with the UA seal scotch-taped to nearly every classroom I passed with topics like 
introduction to metal buildings, refrigerant and electrical controls, and oxy fuel cutting and shielded 
arc welding… 
 
By the time my curiosity of what was going on throughout the campus was sated, I was standing in 
front of the many UA show and mobile classroom trailers that were set up in a nearby lot. I’m talking 
product installation models, future green technologies, fire protection valve assemblies, and even a 
welder performance and destructive testing mobile unit. Talk about showcasing! My personal favorite 
was the fire protection trailer which had to of had over a dozen different setups – everything from dry 
valve to deluge systems. Very cool assemblies indeed. 
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Finally, I was ready to properly take in my most anticipated event - the apprentice contest. Now, in all 
honesty, I haven’t been to any job sites where construction and welding were going on around me. 
It’s always been after the fact when the mechanical systems are mostly in place. But now, this was 
my ticket to see the action up close. Contestants were demonstrating their craft pipefitting, 
assembling HVAC equipment and ductwork, and welding all under one roof! I took in these 
experiences and allowed the bustle of the crowd to wash over me. This was what today was all about 
– the craft. 
 
If you weren’t able to stop by this year, I highly recommend marking this on your calendar for next 
year. The apprentice contest alone will give you a new appreciation for the skilled work that goes into 
literally building our future. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: October 2019 
I hope you all were able to join us for the September meeting on Venting – Part 1. 
I always learn something new about venting every time Paul Baker & Mike 
Melaragni teach us! They really are a fantastic resource for our Chapter. Give 
them a hearty “thank you” the next time you see them, please, so they know their 
efforts are appreciated. We also wish Mike a speedy recovery for his ankle! 
 

A reminder to check out this year’s current program at: https://eastern-
michigan.aspe.org/. We will be making updates to the Program as we solidify 

more details – so please check the website for the most up to date version.  
 

We have such a great chapter with so many amazing members! Yet, we always are looking for more 
members to network with, to connect with and to become lifelong resources for. I encourage you all to 
reach out to the people in your office who aren’t ASPE members and bring them to a meeting; 
especially interns and student workers. If cost of meeting attendance or membership is an issue, 
please reach out to Frank Tistle our VPM and let’s talk! 
 
Important Reminders/Announcements: 
 

• CPD and CPDT Candidates! We will again be having our 50/50 raffles during our meetings 
this year. Proceeds going to a scholarship fund for those looking to take the CPD/CPDT exam 
that would like to attend a national study session/need financial help with study resources. 
ASPE has also just announced the locations and dates for the 2 review classes taking place: 

o Phoenix on February 8-9 
o Atlanta on February 22-23 

• ASPE EMC Jobs Program! If you are a company looking to hire a new employee or an 
engineering looking for the next stage in your career – simply email 
jobs.aspe.emc@gmail.com and we will (1) post Company’s job openings in our Newsletter 
and (2) confidentially connect job seekers with companies looking. All information sent to 
jobs.aspe.emc@gmail.com is completely confidential and you will be asked for confirmation 
before your resume is passed on to any company. We hope this added benefit will help all 
involved.  

• ASPE EMC’s 45th Anniversary! Our local Chapter’s 45th anniversary will be next year and 
YOU TOO CAN HELP! If you have old pictures or information from your time in the Chapter, 
please email me! I appreciate your help in trying to put together a great booklet for next year. 
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• Tech Symposium: A friendly reminder that the ASPE Technical Symposium is October 24th-
27th in Pittsburgh, PA. The GPD workshop and AYP Leadership Academy will again be 
special events held before the Symposium. Sign up now as these tend to sell out! If you do 
plan to attend any of the Symposium, please let one of the board members know so we can 
meet-up while there! 

• Alfred Steele Scholarship: If you know a plumbing or Architectural Engineering student – the 
Alfred Steele Scholarship is a great way to get some extra cash for school: 
https://aspe.org/SteeleScholarship. It is open to all ASPE members and their immediate 
families. Student memberships are only $30 – and if even that scares you, again, reach out to 
Kristin and let’s talk. Finding sponsorships to cover student memberships is something we are 
very willing to do! 
 

See you all on October 8th! 
 
Cheers, 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, GPD 
 

Affiliate Liaison Report 
Dann Holmes, ASPE Region 2 
 
Where do we go from here? 
For most of 2019, I have written articles on the HITS Conference in Buffalo, NY, the 
Legionella Conference in Los Angeles, CA, and of course the ASPE Technical 
Symposium in Pittsburgh, PA. These events all share a common theme, 
Waterborne Pathogens. 
 

Note I did not write that the theme was “Legionella”. Don’t get me wrong, Legionella is a real threat. It 
can make people sick with a mild form of pneumonia called Pontiac Fever, or worse, kill you or a 
loved one if Legionnaires’ disease is contracted and not properly diagnosed, and treated in time. 
 
Legionella is the bacteria that most of the manufacturers, engineers, and consultants involved in 
plumbing are concentrating on. I don’t blame them, but as professionals delivering safe, clean, 
potable water systems to humans, we cannot afford to make this mistake. We must do a better job. 
Take the “Legionella” blinders off and take a full 360-degree HAI (Healthcare Acquired Infection) look 
around you. 
 
In early October of this year, three infants died from a pseudomonas outbreak in the NICU at the 
Geisinger Medical Center in Danville, PA. Eight other premature babies staying in the same NICU 
survived. There is no greater fear for a parent than to lose a child, especially an infant. 
Pseudomonas bacteria is a common germ in healthcare environments. It is also extremely adaptive. 
Another name is Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR). Be sure to add this acronym to your vocabulary. 
 
Carbapenem-resistant gram-negative bacteria, namely, carbapenem-resistant Enterobacteriaceae 
(CRE), Acinetobacter baumannii (CRAB) and Pseudomonas aeruginosa  (CRPsA),  are  an  
emerging  cause  of healthcare acquired infection that pose a significant threat to public health. The 
WHO published guidelines on this subject in 2017. You can download a free copy by clicking here. 
Or, visit https://www. who.int/infection-prevention/publications/guidelines-cre/en/ 
 
Those that know me, know I am not an engineer, nor an infection preventionist. I don’t pretend to be 
one, but I can tell you the science of plumbing engineering, design, codes, installation, and 
maintenance of building water systems is heading in a new direction. What you know today will be 
the “old school” ways of doing things in the very near future. This should be exciting news for all the 
AYPs. 
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ASPE is addressing some of these issues with two groups. The Long-Range Planning Committee 
(LRPC) and the newly formed Legionella Working Group (LWG). The LWG is looking to develop a 
premise plumbing specific design guide for commercial buildings. There will be a healthcare related 
sub- group looking to do the same. As everyone knows, healthcare systems are some of the most 
complex plumbing systems known and require special attention. I am happy to report, our Region 2 
Director, Keith Bush, CPD, CSI, GPD will chair the LRPC and will sit on the LWG too. 
 
In addition to the design guide(s), the LWG will review conflicts in the plumbing codes, LEED and/or 
WELL buildings, water velocities, stagnation, water quality, filtration, ultra-filtration, disinfection and 
much, much more. 
 
Buckle yourself in. The road to safer, cleaner, healthier, potable water systems just might get a little 
bumpy along the way. Be sure to continue to do your research, learn, seek advice, and enjoy the ride 
as we transition into a new Water Safety Culture. 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: November 2019 
October’s meeting was a great success and Norm Hall delivered another great 
lesson on domestic hot water recirculation systems. A big thank you to our 
tabletop sponsors, without whom we wouldn’t be able to have free meetings for 
members: Balfrey & Johnston, RL Deppmann, Diversified Spec Sales, New 
Century Sales/Meek Beck and Lochinvar! Support those that support the Chapter! 
 
Speaking of Balfrey & Johnston – we want to send a heartfelt 
CONGRATULATIONS on their 60th Anniversary! That is a huge accomplishment 

and they have been such an integral part of our ASPE Chapter and plumbing community. I hope you 
were able to attend one of their Anniversary parties to help them celebrate. 
 
ASPE is starting a Legionella working group and they are looking for help! This group will be looking 
at trying to cut through all the different codes and standards and bring our members a comprehensive 
guide on what we should be doing to protect our buildings’ occupants. If you are interested, please 
reach out to Keith Bush, our Region 2 Director. 
 
CEUs, CEUs, CEUs. So there is some important information you need to know about the new CEU 
process we have. We are now using a new process to issue CEUs for our meetings. Instead of 
getting a certificate emailed to you from our VPE, your CEUs will only be available online at your 
education.aspe.org account. They should be uploaded about 2 weeks after the Chapter meetings. If 
at any time you don’t see your CEU appear, please contact a board member. I hope you enjoy this 
new process as it makes things on our end much more streamlined. 
 
Important Reminders/Announcements: 
    

• Just announced: free webinar for ASPE members is being held on November 7 
The one-hour webinar Miami-Dade – the Future of FOG Control at 2 p.m. EST will dive into 
the requirements and regulations of one of the most progressive, stringent, and 
comprehensive FOG ordinances to date: Miami-Dade County’s FOG 2.0. This webinar awards 
0.1 CEU, and thanks to IPEX it is free for ASPE members. You can learn more and register 
here. 

 

• CPD and CPDT Candidates! We will again be having our 50/50 raffles during our meetings 
this year. Proceeds going to a scholarship fund for those looking to take the CPD/CPDT exam 

that would like to attend a national study session/need financial help with study resources. 
ASPE has also just announced the locations and dates for the 2 review classes taking place: 

o Phoenix on February 8-9 
o Atlanta on February 22-23 
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• ASPE EMC Jobs Program! If you are a company looking to hire a new employee or an 
engineering looking for the next stage in your career – simply email 
jobs.aspe.emc@gmail.com and we will (1) post Company’s job openings in our Newsletter 
and (2) confidentially connect job seekers with companies looking. All information sent to 
jobs.aspe.emc@gmail.com is completely confidential and you will be asked for confirmation 
before your resume is passed on to any company. We hope this added benefit will help all 
involved.  

• ASPE EMC’s 45th Anniversary! Our local Chapter’s 45th anniversary will be next year and 
YOU TOO CAN HELP! If you have old pictures or information from your time in the Chapter, 
please email me! I appreciate your help in trying to put together a great booklet for next year. 

• Alfred Steele Scholarship: If you know a plumbing or Architectural Engineering student – the 
Alfred Steele Scholarship is a great way to get some extra cash for school: 
https://aspe.org/SteeleScholarship. It is open to all ASPE members and their immediate 
families. Student memberships are only $30 – and if even that scares you, again, reach out to 
Kristin and let’s talk. Finding sponsorships to cover student memberships is something we are 
very willing to do! 

 
See you all on November 12th! 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, GPD 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: December 2019 
If you were able to make it out to the November meeting – I hope you found it 
worth the effort through the weather! Our apologies to the attendees that we were 
not able to finish the program and we hope our fix is acceptable. For those not in 
attendance, we had a late start to allow people to sludge to the meeting and thus 
cut the seminar short so as not to run until 9pm. We have moved schedules 
around and we will now be having Venting Part 3 in March and we have moved 
March’s design session (from Bill Grayzar on plumbing code updates) to May.  
 

A big thank you to our November tabletop sponsors, without whom we wouldn’t be able to have free 
meetings for members: Taggart Knight and JW Sales! Support those that support the Chapter! 
 
Please keep an eye out to the online program as we make changes as situations call for some 
seminar switching. You can always find the latest program information here in the latest newsletter as 
well as on the website: https://eastern-michigan.aspe.org/index-3.html. You will see some 
happenings going on as we work with SMSHE to put on a 2-day workshop in April, as well as offer a 
monthly meeting in April. Stay tuned!! 
 
Congratulations are in order for 
our chapter once again as we 
received the Award of Merit for 
the 2018-2019 program year. 
We received the award at the 
2019 Technical Symposium this 
past October in Pittsburgh. 
Thanks to all our board 
members for putting in the extra 
effort it takes for us to even 
qualify for this award, let alone 
to achieve it.  

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 



734 | P a g e  

December 2019 

 
We also had multiple members receive a new award from national – the Award of Excellence 
Challenge Coin. Please give a congratulatory pat on the back to Brianne Hall, Dann Holmes, Bill 
Grayzar, Pam Hartsell and myself. We hope to see more members earn this fun new recognition for 
all their hard work.  

 
 
The Tech Symposium this year had the highest attendance EVER! ASPE National staff did a fantastic 
job with everything and Pittsburgh Chapter put together a great goody bag for attendees! You can 
see all the fun pictures here: https://aspe.smugmug.com/Events/2019-Tech-Symposium. I, myself, 
had a great time not only networking with familiar friends and new ones, but also the technical 
seminars were very well done. Mostly the seminars I attended dealt with hot water supply and 
recirculation systems design. We talked about temperatures to store water at, supply temperatures, 
return temperatures, automatic balancing valves, and thermostatic mixing valves  
and the code updates that affect all these items! I also learned a lot about snow melting, which was 
very apropos since I had my first snow melt job currently in SD phase.  
 
Important Reminders/Announcements: 
 

• CEUs: We are now using a new process to issue CEUs for our meetings. Instead of getting a 
certificate emailed to you from our VPE, your CEUs will only be available online at your 
education.aspe.org account. They should be uploaded about 2 weeks after the Chapter 
meetings. If at any time you don’t see your CEU appear, please contact a board member. I 
hope you enjoy this new process as it makes things on our end much more streamlined. 

• ASPE is starting a Legionella working group and they are looking for help! This group will be 
looking at trying to cut through all the different codes and standards and bring our members a 
comprehensive guide on what we should be doing to protect our buildings’  

 
 



735 | P a g e  

December 2019 

 
 

occupants. If you are interested, please reach out to Keith Bush, our Region 2 Director. 

• ASPE EMC Jobs Program! If you are a company looking to hire a new employee or an 
engineering looking for the next stage in your career – simply email 
jobs.aspe.emc@gmail.com and we will (1) post Company’s job openings in our Newsletter 
and (2) confidentially connect job seekers with companies looking. All information sent to 
jobs.aspe.emc@gmail.com is completely confidential and you will be asked for confirmation 
before your resume is passed on to any company. We hope this added benefit will help all 
involved.  

• ASPE EMC’s 45th Anniversary! Our local Chapter’s 45th anniversary will be next year and 
YOU TOO CAN HELP! If you have old pictures or information from your time in the Chapter, 
please email me! I appreciate your help in trying to put together a great booklet for next year. 

• Alfred Steele Scholarship: If you know a plumbing or Architectural Engineering student – the 
Alfred Steele Scholarship is a great way to get some extra cash for school: 
https://aspe.org/SteeleScholarship. It is open to all ASPE members and their immediate 
families. Student memberships are only $30 – and if even that scares you, again, reach out to 
Kristin and let’s talk. Finding sponsorships to cover student memberships is something we are 
very willing to do! 

 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, GPD 
 

Comments from the Commissioner 
Kari Rosteck 
 
Is My Sump Pump Undersized or Are We Forgetting an Important Installation Step? 
With only a year of commissioning experience, I am already going on project 
number three with sump pump issues. It has made me wonder, what’s the 
underlying factor here? Consequentially, I felt the urge to share my experiences 
with the plumbing design community. Maybe my story will save you from the 

numerous RFI’s that come after something doesn’t work? 
 
One day this past September, I arrived onsite at 7am with hopes of functionally testing the project’s 
only elevator sump pump. The construction manager had told me they tested the pump a few days 
earlier with water and was slightly annoyed that he had to test it again so I could verify its 
functionality. I insisted I had to witness the test first hand, verify the alarms were communicating to 
the Building Management System, etc. and he went to grab the hose to escape any further 
explanation. 
 
So, we hook up the hose to the mop sink that is 20’ from the elevator and start filling the pit. To 
describe the piping layout quickly, the pit is about 8’ below the finished floor and the pump’s piping 
has a horizontally installed check valve about 3’ downstream of the pump and an isolation valve in 
the riser 3’ downstream of the check valve. The riser is about 18’ and brings the piping to the first-
floor ceiling and over to the mop sink 20’ away. Throw in a couple elbows and we have ourselves a 
nicely installed system. A system that didn’t work. 
 
“Shut off the water!” the CM yelled to me standing in an elevator shaft that seemed to be sinking.  

 
The water was going up his boots. I ran back over to the mop sink and shut off the cold water. What 
just happened? We were just filling the pit with water. At a certain water level, the pump kicked on. At 
the next water level, the alarm went off and I silenced it. And two minutes later the water was still 
rising and flooding in the elevator pit. “So, I thought you said it was working just yesterday?” He 
glared at me. Sometimes I need to keep my comments to myself. There was clearly a problem here. I  
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unfortunately (or maybe fortunately) had to run to a meeting shortly after making a mess in the 
elevator pit and the story unfolds as such: 
 
The construction team cleaned and dried out the pit after draining all the piping downstream of the 
pump (note, they did not drain the piping after the first test they did). They then re-did the water test 
without a hitch. So, the main difference we noticed between a functioning sump pump and a non-
functioning sump pump was if the riser was full of water after the check valve or not. 
 
The construction team then began to question the pump’s capacity. With an 18’ riser, elbows, pipe 
friction, losses at the isolation valve, check valve and throw in cracking pressure of the check valve; 
the team thought the pump should handle 28-30’ of pressure when the pump was only sized for 25’. 
After numerous emails back and forth with the engineer, RFI’s, and time wasted can you guess what 
the problem was? A weep hole. 
 
Per the installation instructions, you are supposed to drill a small weep hole in between the pump and 
the check valve to release the air pressure. A tiny little hole (that by the way sprays a lot of water 
when the pump is running so make sure you specify a guard/cover as to not get the control panels 
wet) allowed the sump pump to function with either a downstream riser full of water or empty. In either 
scenario it worked every time. So, I bet your wondering, what happened at the other two projects? 
Well luckily one of them was in the design phase where I was able to walk the site and realize the 
piping head pressure was going to be more than what was specified in the schedules. And the other 
scenario was actually with regards to the size of the check valves where the pump discharge piping 
was 2” and a 4” check valve was installed. Not sure where the communication went wrong there... I 
hope in the 5 minutes it took you to read this article it’ll save your next project from numerous RFI’s, 
site visits and lost time. Maybe your first question will be – “don’t cry about it, is there a weep hole?” 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: January 2020 
I hope you all had a great holiday season and we look forward to seeing you in the 
New Year for the January meeting. This will be our annual joint meeting with 
ASHRAE. It will be a well-attended event, so be sure to RSVP in a timely fashion! 
And also remember that for both organizations, registration closes the Friday 
before the meeting! 
 
We continue to make some changes to the programs in 2020, so please keep an 
eye out to the online program. You can always find the latest program information 

here in the latest newsletter as well as on the website: https://eastern-michigan.aspe.org/index-
3.html.  
 
Important Reminders/Announcements: 

• New ASPE Website: Have you checked out the new ASPE.org website yet? Now all your 
logins will be the same for aspe.org, ASPE Connect and your ASPE Education page. Since 
EMC is using the new process to issue CEUs for our meetings, please check your transcript at 
your education.aspe.org account. CEUs for Chapter meetings should be uploaded about 2 
weeks after the Chapter meetings. If at any time you don’t see your CEU appear, please 
contact a board member. I hope you enjoy this new process as it makes things on our end 
much more streamlined. Also please note that May 2019’s meeting CEUs were sent to 
National in December, so those certificates should also be in your transcript by the time you 
see this article. 

• Know anyone who is interested in taking the CPD exam in 2020? If so, please let them know 
that we have some scholarship money available to try and send a candidate to the ASPE 
sponsored CPD review class in Atlanta in February. If you or someone you know is interested, 
please contact an EMC board member! 

• ASPE EMC Jobs Program! If you are a company looking to hire a new employee or an 
engineering looking for the next stage in your career – simply email 
jobs.aspe.emc@gmail.com and we will (1) post Company’s job openings in our Newsletter 
and (2) confidentially connect job seekers with companies looking. All information sent to 
jobs.aspe.emc@gmail.com is completely confidential and you will be asked for confirmation 
before your resume is passed on to any company. We hope this added benefit will help all 
involved.  

• ASPE EMC’s 45th Anniversary! Our local Chapter’s 45th anniversary will be next year and 
YOU TOO CAN HELP! If you have old pictures or information from your time in the Chapter, 
please email me! I appreciate your help in trying to put together a great booklet for next year. 

 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, GPD 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 
 

President’s Report: February 2020 
Our joint meeting with ASHAE was a great success! We had just around 90 
attendees and the presentations were very entertaining; who knew you could be 
captivated by a presentation on differential pressure control?! I hope those that 
attended enjoyed themselves as well. 
 
We have been making some adjustments to our yearly program information here 
in the latest newsletter as well as on the website: https://eastern-
michigan.aspe.org/index-3.html.  

 
NASPE Races are back @ March’s meeting! Our annual pinewood derby race to celebrate World 
plumbing Day will take place at the March meeting. If you would like to participate, see Bill Grayzar or 
myself to get a car kit and have fun! 
 
Michael Pietrzak is our CPD Review Class Scholarship Winner! Michael works at PBA and will be 
taking the CPD this year. To help him on this great career advancement, we will be giving Michael 
some help to attend the CPD Review class in Atlanta at the end of February. Let’s wish Michael luck 
on the test and THANK YOU to all who have participated in the 50/50 raffles at meetings – it is this 
money that allows us to help young members like Michael! We look forward to hearing from Michael 
in April’s newsletter. 
 
ASPE/SMSHE Symposium – Save the Dates! April 7th and 8th ASPE EMC and SMSHE will be 
holding a symposium to cover healthcare related topics. The Symposium will take place at NSF in 
Ann Arbor and all members (and non-members) are encouraged to attend. We already have some 
great, reputable speakers lined up – and more are on the way. Stay tuned for more information! 
 
DELTA renews it’s WOA Sponsorship! A HUGE thank you to Delta for renewing their sponsorship of 
WOA. Through their generosity WOA liaisons have been able to put on local programs and charity 
events, the WOA board has been able to sponsor a young member to attend the national Tech 
Symposium and Convention each year, and it has helped fund the bi-annual Leadership Forum at 
Conventions. 
 
AYP Leadership Webinars. This three-part series includes interactive learning and seeks to create 
confidence in the use of conflict resolution tools. Each webinar will increase your knowledge of 
effective ways to resolve conflict and seek opportunities within a situation. Find out more: 
https://education.aspe.org/products/leadership-development-series-presented-by-aspe-young-
professionals-ayp#tab-product_tab_content 
 

 
 

https://eastern-michigan.aspe.org/index-3.html
https://eastern-michigan.aspe.org/index-3.html
https://education.aspe.org/products/leadership-development-series-presented-by-aspe-young-professionals-ayp#tab-product_tab_content
https://education.aspe.org/products/leadership-development-series-presented-by-aspe-young-professionals-ayp#tab-product_tab_content
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ASPE EMC Jobs Program! If you are a company looking to hire a new employee or an engineering 
looking for the next stage in your career – simply email jobs.aspe.emc@gmail.com and we will (1) 
post Company’s job openings in our Newsletter and (2) confidentially connect job seekers with 
companies looking. All information sent to jobs.aspe.emc@gmail.com is completely confidential and 
you will be asked for confirmation before your resume is passed on to any company. We hope this 
added benefit will help all involved.  
 
Cheers, 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, GPD 
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: March 2020 
I don’t know about you, but I am done with winter. I need a sun that produces 
heat! Despite what any ground hog says, it sure looks like spring is still far away. 
In the meantime, though, the February meeting was great and I am diligently 
working on my pinewood derby car for our March NASPE races! 
Be sure to check out the most current yearly program information here in the latest 
newsletter as well as on the website: https://eastern-michigan.aspe.org/index-
3.html.  
 

Join the Board – If you’d like to be a part of the Eastern Michigan Chapter board, please let us know! 
We are looking for volunteers to help fill up our board as we have some people who need to step 
down. No matter how many hours you are willing to give, we have a board slot we can use you in! 
Being on a local board not only helps you understand all that goes into putting on events and creating 
opportunities for your fellow engineers, but is rewarding and, let’s face it- we have the best board 
around! We all support and encourage each other in our duties as well as in life!  
 
ASPE/SMSHE Symposium – Save the Dates! April 7th and 8th ASPE EMC and SMSHE will be 
holding a symposium to cover healthcare related topics. The Symposium will take place at NSF in 
Ann Arbor and all members (and non-members) are encouraged to attend. We already have some 
great, reputable speakers lined up – and more are on the way. Stay tuned for more information! 
 
ZURN renews it’s AYP Sponsorship! A HUGE thank you to Zurn for renewing their sponsorship of 
AYP. Although I have aged out of AYP, I thoroughly enjoyed my time in the group and still regularly 
talk to others around the country that I met by being active in AYP since the beginning back in 
Orlando. 
 
AYP Leadership Webinars. This three-part series includes interactive learning and seeks to create 
confidence in the use of conflict resolution tools. Each webinar will increase your knowledge of 
effective ways to resolve conflict and seek opportunities within a situation. Find out more: 
https://education.aspe.org/products/leadership-development-series-presented-by-aspe-young-
professionals-ayp#tab-product_tab_content 
 
ASPE EMC Jobs Program! If you are a company looking to hire a new employee or an engineering 
looking for the next stage in your career – simply email jobs.aspe.emc@gmail.com and we will (1) 
post Company’s job openings in our Newsletter and (2) confidentially connect job seekers with 
companies looking. All information sent to jobs.aspe.emc@gmail.com is completely  
confidential and you will be asked for confirmation before your resume is passed on to any company. 
We hope this added benefit will help all involved.  
 
 
 
 

https://education.aspe.org/products/leadership-development-series-presented-by-aspe-young-professionals-ayp#tab-product_tab_content
https://education.aspe.org/products/leadership-development-series-presented-by-aspe-young-professionals-ayp#tab-product_tab_content
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And finally, this year’s Convention in New Orleans is sure to be a sow stopper. Wen registration 
comes out, be sure to book your hotel fast! Information on the convention can be found here: 
https://expo.aspe.org/ 
 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, GPD 
 

AYP Liaison Report 
George Bellman 
  
The latest adventure to the Detroit Symphony Orchestra Hall 
Hey everyone! Thank you to everyone who came to the joint ASPE+ASHRAE 
Detroit Symphony Orchestra hall event this past month. I first would like to thank the 
sponsors and significant contributors to the event: 
 

Jennifer Block of Victaulic (sponsor)  
Zivoko Dimetrieski of Victaulic (sponsor) 
 Rebecca Godwin of DSO (sponsor) 
Aaron Frantz of Young Engineers of ASHRAE  
Kari Rosteck of ASPE 
 
Our tour guide for the evening was the DSO’s Director of Facilities Management, Mr. Daniel 
Saunders. Mr. Saunders's background is in HVAC, Boilers, Chillers, and Energy Management, and 
he is a Certified Energy  Manager. 
 
At the start of our tour, Mr. Saunders was very excited and proud to share with us what has been 
going on at the DSO. This building has been the heart of musical talent for over 100 years; the 
attention and care to acoustic design are apparent in every facet. The first part of our tour was on the 
Orchestra Hall’s upper balcony. As we looked out over the stage prepared for the nights' performance 
and up at the detailed ceiling with its antique chandeliers and ornate exhaust grilles, Mr. Saunders 
continued into how challenging the 2,000 seat Orchestra Hall was to maintain with a 100% outdoor 
air unit. The stage, lower and upper balcony seating and instrument storage each had their own 
temperature and humidity requirements. The most critical of which was the instrument storage room, 
which houses legendary instruments such as Stradivarius violins and Steinway pianos. And yes, they 
are often played at the Orchestra Hall. 
 
After a quick photo to capture the spectacle, we traveled back to the 3rd-floor landing outside the 
Orchestra Hall to marvel at the gold color scheme and a quarter of million-dollar high- efficiency 
lighting upgrades throughout the atrium. 
  
The center fixtures seemed to defy gravity as they extended through the whole of the atrium to the 
first floor — cladded in glass, the light fixtures had a close resemblance to floating pillars of jade. 
 
The mechanical rooms were up next — an orchestra of another kind. Everyone was chatting about 
the steam system, glycol heating system, and sound insulation covering every inch of the mechanical 
room (walls, equipment, ducts, and pipes); and were pointing out the stark absence of mechanical 
sounds one would typically hear in a densely packed place such as this. Walking through the room 
had a feeling like walking through a tunnel pass in the mountains — with the mountain humming 
along in a happy mood. A question surfaced after walking into another room housing the twin 
centrifugal chillers: How is it possible to service all this? These particular chillers were entombed in 
the basement with nothing more than a small 3’-0”x6’-8” door for access. But the answer was simple, 
of course – piece by piece. 
 
 

https://expo.aspe.org/
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Mr. Saunders had one final item on the adjenda for us to see. He had just finished upgrading the 
DSO’s HVAC controls along with having a Chiller Plant Manager installed! After we filed into a large 
conference room we all looked up at a large tv screen depicting every piece of equipment on the 
premises. Anything you’d ever want to know about was accessible through this system. The 
temperature at any sensor? Done. Humidity readouts? There. This was a composer of facilities most 
sought after tool and a perfect crescendo to the tour. 
 
Even though the tour now had ended the second act had now begun – our sponsors had also 
purchased front row tickets for everyone to see that nights show! After an exciting night, I was 
certainly ready to sit, relax, and enjoy the most beautiful Mozart, Ravel, and Schumann that no pair of 
headphones could ever replicate.  
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ASPE Eastern Michigan Chapter 

Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: April 2020 
First, thank you to everyone who came out to the March meeting! I know it was a 
transitional time in early March with all the Covid 19 stuff just starting to come out. 
I hope those that attended found it informational and enjoyed the NASPE races! 
Thank you to Diversified Spec Sales, Kohler, Taggart Knight, and Burke Agency 
for donating NASPE prizes! Double thanks to Diversified Spec an Taggart Knight 
for also hosting tabletops! 
 
We also gave Michael Pietrzak the remainder of the CPD Review Class 

Scholarship – good luck, Michael, and all the others who plan to take the CPD exam this year. In 
case you didn’t hear yet, the CPD exam has been moved to accommodate members in areas where 
test centers are closed. Visit https://www.aspe.org/education-credentialing/cpd/exam/ to see the most 
up to date information. 
 
NO APRIL MEETING – As you can imagine, we are all dealing with the new normal now with the 
Covid 19 healthcare situation we find ourselves in. In order to not compromise on the quality of 
programming, we have decided to cancel the April meeting and save that topic and presenters for 
some time in the next program year. We hope you understand. 
 
MAY MEETING – We are hoping to still have a meeting in May over the internet. We will keep you 
updated as to the status of this meeting. If we feel we cannot deliver the right content in the best 
format, this meeting will also be cancelled and the topic/presenter moved to another month in the 
next program year. Please check your email often to see updates on programming! 
EMC 2020-2021 Board – In the next few weeks you will receive an email to vote on the next Eastern 
Michigan Chapter Board. Please respond! The new officers will be installed during the May meeting 
(if it happens).  
 
ASPE/SMSHE Symposium – Postponed! The inaugural Healthcare Symposium with SMSHE has 
been postponed due to the current “stay at home” situation we find ourselves in. Stay tuned for the 
exact dates the Symposium will take place this fall. Rest assured, this program will happen, and it will 
be very exciting when it does! 
 
ASPE EMC Jobs Program! We have a junior engineer looking for work! If your company is interested 
in knowing more simply email jobs.aspe.emc@gmail.com and we will tell you more about this 
applicant. We also have (2) jobs posted – check out the website and newsletter. All information sent 
to jobs.aspe.emc@gmail.com is completely confidential.  

 

 
 



754 | P a g e  

April 2020 

 
As far as I know the Convention in New Orleans is still going to take place. Wen registration comes 
out, be sure to book your hotel fast! Information on the convention can be found here: 
https://expo.aspe.org/ 
 
Please keep an eye out on your emails to see what we will do about May’s Chapter meeting! 
 
Cheers, 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, GPD 

 
Affiliate Liaison Report 
Dann Holmes, ASPE Region 2 
 
Coulda, Woulda, Shoulda 
 
The human brain is amazing. It is always looking to find ways to rationalize the 
actions we take every minute of our day. This may lead to dreams we’re left trying 
to make sense of, or guilt we feel for things that have happened around us but are 
completely out of our control. Our brains need order. Nice, clean and  neat order 

supported by reason. 
 
Many of us are asking how did we get ourselves into this global COVID-19 pandemic? What affect 
will this invisible coronavirus have on me, my family, my workplace, my job, my friends, my 
investments, and the neighbors down the street that I hardly know. 
 
Scientifically, there is so much that is unknown about this coronavirus that we find it difficult to 
process the complexity of this outbreak. It seems to have come out of nowhere. It is surreal, and our 
minds need clarity. 
 
Using social media sites like Facebook as your source for reliable medical information only makes 
things worse. Have you noticed that suddenly everyone you know on FB, knows everything there is to 
know about the COVID-19 coronavirus including what temperature the hot water in a building should 
be to kill it! Really? Based on what science? Was a research study conducted, peer-reviewed and 
referenced? Heck no, it is what they believe to be so, so it must be. 
 
To help further, people begin to look for political reasons for the outbreak. Will the Republican or 
Democratic party be able to claim victory over this 21st century plague? Don’t let the fact that this 
coronavirus was first traced to Wuhan, the capital city of Hubei Province in the People’s Republic of 
China, a communist country, cloud your critical thinking skills. Nah, let’s capitalize on this crisis for 
political gain. I’d like to remind everyone, the coronavirus doesn’t care what political party you prefer, 
what religion you practice, the color of your hair or what your height and/or weight is. 
 
It will do its best to find a home in you to multiply and if need be, kill you and anyone you encounter. 
 
Everyone that takes the time to read this article has already had to make drastic changes to their 
daily routines. Schools are closed, states are implementing stay-at-home, or shelter- in-place orders. 
All meetings, conferences and expos planned over the next few months have been cancelled. As a 
society, we are transitioning. To what? It is too early to tell but these lessons learned now will stay 
with our children for many, many years to come. 
 
Are we taking the necessary steps to “flatten the coronavirus curve”? Yes, most of us are. At least we 
hope we’re doing the right things by following the daily guidance given by the experts. Experts that 
want validation testing and testing data. Not by listening to the journalist that interprets what the 
experts are saying and writing pieces designed to “click- bait” to their website. Fearmongering. 

https://expo.aspe.org/
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The last thought I’d like to leave you with is the unintended consequences of fighting COVID-19; 
Stagnant Water. We have left hundreds of thousands of buildings and manufacturing plants around 
the world vacant. The microbes in water are like the coronavirus, they don’t care who, or what you 
are. They will do what they need to do to survive. So, when you return to your workplace, be sure that 
you do not make a cup of coffee, drink from a faucet, take a shower, start-up your cooling tower, etc. 
until a full coordinated flushing of the facility takes place. 
 
We don’t need our brains keeping us up at night telling us we coulda, woulda, shoulda controlled the 
water in our building when we can plan for what we need to do now. 
 
Stay safe, stay healthy and look after your loved ones.  
 
CPD Scholarship Winner 
Michael Pietrzak, Peter Basso Associates 
 
First, I would like to thank the entire Eastern Michigan ASPE chapter for raising funds and creating 
this great opportunity to go to Atlanta and take the prep course for this year’s CPD test. I would also 
like to thank Newcomb and Boyd for allowing us the opportunity to be in their building for the 
weekend. I found that this course was very beneficial and anyone that needs that extra guidance 
should look into taking this class. It is only offered twice a year and the class space is limited, but the 
hands- on material focused information is exactly what is needed. 
 
I took the CPD test last year after having my second child (a son) and went into the test with about a 
weeks worth of hard studying of anything I could in the CPD Manual. I was a bit overwhelmed 
knowing that there were 100 questions and 65 were based on design. In my head I thought this 
meant studying every single formula instead of simplifying what areas I needed to focus on. Well as 
you can imagine I didn’t pass the first time; I came close but didn’t make the cut. This year I was 
going to do everything in my power to be prepared and that is where the ASPE Eastern chapter came 
in with the scholarship. I saw the email on Monday morning and by Wednesday I found out that I was 
the winner after the original winner decided not to take the test this year. This was huge and I knew 
right then and there that I was going to own this test. It allowed me the opportunity to get to Atlanta, 
where previously I wouldn’t have been able to make it there, and really get the areas of focus nailed 
down. 
 
A little about the course and how the entire weekend started. If you are unfamiliar with a flight from 
Detroit to Atlanta, it only takes about 1hr and 45 mins from takeoff to landing and if you hit a great jet 
stream you can land in Atlanta in 1hr 30 mins. The airport is about 20 mins away from the downtown 
Atlanta area in an Uber or Lyft and the hotels that ASPE recommends staying at. 
 
I stayed at the Hilton Hotel and it was about a 5 min walk to the Newcomb and Boyd offices. 

 
The only downfall to this walk was that there were not any good breakfast spots that I could find 
walking around until it was too late. 
 
The class started at 8 AM on Saturday morning with a brief intro on who our teacher was, where he 
came from and a bit about his background in the industry. There are 2 different teachers for the CPD 
training course and ours in Atlanta was David Bailey, CPD, GPD, FASPE. Saturday was a busy day 
in class with the larger bulk load of material gone over during this session. We exclusively went over 
the CPD manual chapter by chapter in detail and tried to gain as much knowledge as we could from 
each chapter. After the conclusion of each chapter we would take a short 5 or 6 question practice 
exam as a class. This would allow us a chance to see the type of content that will be on the CPD test 
and give us a firsthand test of using the equations necessary to answer the questions. This was the 
most helpful part of the course. Many of the people that took the course haven’t had to use math to  
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figure out a lot of these problems in years because in most office settings you have spreadsheets that 
do the work for you. 
 
For me, it has been over 15 years since I have used most of the math needed in doing any of the 
equations. 
 
As the day went on, I could sense that my comfortability with the exam had grown. We decided as a 
class to stay a little longer than the 4 PM end time for Saturday’s class and get more prep questions 
and material in. That way Sunday’s class could be really focused on the last few chapters in the book 
and taking 2 different practice exams. David had a bunch of questions ready on Sunday for us and 
we got into them to make sure everyone was comfortable. We ended up taking a 35-question practice 
test directly from ASPE that gave a very good idea of the type of questions that will be on this year’s 
exam. I missed 5 questions on the practice test, two of which I didn’t slow down enough to read it all, 
so I missed them. This was the part of the class that I really enjoyed. Each question we went over, we 
took the time to look at the solution. Some people got different answers to the questions and we went 
over how and where any mistakes might have occurred in solving the problems. There was one in 
particular that I remembered from last year's test (a slight variation of it), but it stood out because I 
knew I got it wrong on the test. We went over every step in figuring it out and I could see what area I 
screwed up in. I know that if this question comes up again, I will be able to solve it no problem. 
 
Overall if you are interested in taking the CPD test at any time in your career, this course should 
strongly be considered. It is very helpful. The conversations regarding the test preparation and how to 
take the test really made me feel better about taking it this year. The one rule that was drilled into us 
was to go through the entire test when you get there and answer any of the easy short answer 
questions first before moving onto any of the math specific questions. This was a helpful tip to me 
since I went 1-100 last year only skipping a few questions until the end knowing that I had no idea of 
the answer. This will help you make the best use of your time and not have to rush at the very end. 
The test is only 3.5 hours long and it is strongly advised to take the whole time to check and double 
check your work and to get the easy questions out of the way first to maximize your time. The other 
important thing that David told us was get familiar with your CPD Manual since it will be your biggest 
tool in your test-taking arsenal. Know the chapters and material covered in it and you will do great on 
the test. 
 
Once again thank you to everyone that donated and made this scholarship a possibility. I look 
forward to knowing that I will have the best chance given to me to pass my upcoming test and 
become a Certified Plumbing Designer. 
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Non Profit Corporation, local Chapter Not Authorized to Speak for the Society 

 
President’s Report: April 2020 
I hope you are all well and holding up at home during this very unprecedented 
time. I also hope by the time this newsletter goes out that things have started to 
return back to ‘normal.’ I know we are all taking things day by day and week by 
week. Stay positive, obey the Governor’s Stay Home orders, be kind to others and 
we will all get through this!  
 
2020-2021 EMC BOARD: 
Thank you to all the members who participated in the online voting for the 2020-

2021 EMC Board!  
 
Your new board will be comprised of the following: 
 

• President – Pam Hartsell 

• VP Tech – Theresa Card 

• VP Legislative – Bill Grayzar 

• VP Education – Kristin Simoneaux 

• VP Membership – Amanda Belcher 

• Treasurer – Rachel Gendich 

• Affiliate Liaison – Dann Holmes 

• Administrative Secretary – Brianne Hall 

• Corresponding Secretary - George Johnston II 

• AYP Liaison – George Bellman 

• WOA Liaison – Theresa Card 

• Website & Newsletter Editor – Theresa Green 

• Directors – Mike Melaragni, Kari Rosteck, John Nussbaum 
 

Congratulations to the next board and a big THANK YOU to all our current board members: Kristin 
Simoneaux, Bill Grayzar, Brianne Hall, Frank Tistle, Pam Hartsell, Dann Holmes, Hank Koppelo, 
George Johnston II, George Bellman , Theresa Green, Mike Melaragni, Kari Rosteck and Amanda 
Belcher! Please thank a Board member the next time you see them. We are all volunteers that 
sincerely try to make this Chapter successful and to provide you, our members, with all the education 
and camaraderie you need. 

 
MAY MEETING IS A GO:  
 We are excited to say we WILL be having a May meeting on Tuesday March 12th at Noon EDT. This 
will be a virtual meeting. The topic is ‘Water Filtration’ and a big THANK YOU to Frank Tistle and 
Pentair for stepping up to help provide us a great program to end the year. Check out the rest of the 
newsletter for more information.  
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We know a lot of people were excited for our original May program on the Hunter’s Curve updates. 
Rest assured we plan to provide that same program in the 2020-2021 program year. So stay tuned 
and we hope to see you there! 
 

 
 
SUMMER PLANNING MEETING: 
As always, we will be having our summer planning meeting one Saturday in June to discuss the 
technical topics for next year’s programs. We invite anyone interested to attend and participate. If you 
have ideas for either the design class or technical programs, please submit them to any board 
member or include them in your April or May program evaluation. The date for the summer planning 
meeting is TBD. An Eventbrite invitation will be sent out once we have a date and time selected. 
There will be an online attendance option in case anyone would like to attend but can’t be there in 
person. 
 
ASPE EMC JOBS PROGRAM: 
We have a junior engineer looking for work! If your company is interested in knowing more simply 
email jobs.aspe.emc@gmail.com and we will tell you more about this applicant. We also have (2) 
jobs posted – check out the website and newsletter. All information sent to 
jobs.aspe.emc@gmail.com is completely confidential.  
 
2020 CONVENTION IN NOLA: 
As far as I know the Convention in New Orleans is still going to take place. Wen registration comes 
out, be sure to book your hotel fast! Information on the convention can be found here: 
https://expo.aspe.org/ 
 
If you plan to attend the Convention, please let a Board member know. We like to orchestrate a 
Chapter meet-up every time and order Chapter T-shirts for all members who will attend.  

 
45TH ANNIVERSAY: 
Our local Chapter’s 45th anniversary will be this December! If you have old pictures or information 
from your time in the Chapter, please email me or any Board member! John Nussbaum has been 
working tirelessly during our Quarantine time to help put together a great History Book encompassing 
all 45 years of this Chapter’s past. He has done a great job, but we will need help from YOU! Please 
look in your records/archives and see if you have any information or photos you can share with us to 
add into the History book. Thank you, John, for all your help! 
 
 

https://expo.aspe.org/
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PARTING THANK YOUs: 
Thank you to all our Affiliates who make it possible for us to do what we do. I am very thankful that we 
have such great companies that support their local Chapter and make it possible for us to offer great 
programming at no charge to our members. So please, now and always – SUPPORT THOSE THAT 
SUPPORT THE CHAPTER.  
 
Finally, thank you for allowing me to be your President for the past 2 years and represent this 
amazing Chapter. I hope to serve you well as VPT again and provide some stand out programs to 
draw large crowds and attract more members.  
 
I hope you can join us in May and I wish everyone a fantastic summer! 
 
Theresa Card, PE, CPD, GPD 
 
 

VP Legislative Report 
William Grayzar, CPD 
  
I hope this newsletter finds you staying safe and healthy during the Coronavirus 
“Stay at Home” and “Social Distancing” orders. We all are hoping that this will be 
over soon and we can get back to our regular daily activities and we can once again 
enjoy the company of our friends and co-workers. I know I miss meeting with my 
fellow EMC-ASPE members in person. 
 

Since the first of the year, the National Society Legislative Committee has been busy. The following is 
a brief review of just some of the recent items in which the National Legislative Committee has been 
involved: 
 
In late February, the V.P. Legislative for the National Society (our own Ms. Brianne Hall) drafted a 
position statement developed in response to remarks on the current water eÆciency standards on 
restroom fixtures by President Trump. The position statement opposed further decreases in restroom 
fixture flow rates below U.S. WaterSense requirements until such time as suÆcient data can be 
provided indicating that this will not have negative eRects on public safety and the performance of the 
plumbing system as a whole. The Legislative Committee was in favor of supporting the position 
statement. 
 
On March 10th, The North Carolina Building Code commission passed an amendment overturning 
their code language restricting the use of PVC pipe and fitting in high rise buildings, in which the top 
occupied floor exceeds 75 feet (23m) in height. ASPE’s Legislative committee was asked to review a 
letter drafted in opposition of the change and consider providing support to the position. This item is 
still under review by the Legislative Committee. 
  
In mid-March, the Nation Society of ASPE had been asked to participate in a coalition currently 
consisting of The Vinyl Institute, Plastic Pipe Institute, Plastic Pipe & Fittings Association, Plastics 
Industry Association and American Chemistry Council. The intent of the coalition was to oppose 
California Bill AB 3015, which basically would prohibit the use of plastic DWV piping in public 
buildings in the state. The request of the coalition was for ASPE to join as a partner in submitting a 
letter in opposition to the California Bill. This item is still under review by the Legislative Committee. 
 
In late March, ASPE had been requested to provide support along with several organizations for a 
proposal by "the Department of Housing and Urban Development's (HUD) to recognize the 2009 ICC 
A117.1 Accessible and Usable Buildings and Facilities standard (2009 ICC A117.1), 2009 
International Building Code (IBC), 2012 IBC, 2015 IBC, and 2018 IBC as safe harbors for compliance  
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with the Fair Housing Act’s (FHA) accessibility requirements. The Legislative Committee was in favor 
of updating the code language to reference the more recent codes. 
 
Above are just some of the items the National Society has been addressing and that I have been 
involved with on behalf of the Eastern Michigan Chapter. I would like to thank you for allowing me to 
serve as the V.P. Legislative for EMC-ASPE and to represent the chapter at the National Society 
level. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone soon, in the meantime I hope you are, and remain, healthy and 
well. 
 
 
Affiliate Liaison Report 
Dann Holmes, ASPE Region 2 
  
Returning to Work After CoVID-19? Beware! 
 
The Chinese Wuhan virus (aka CoVID-19) has disrupted our lives more than 
anyone could have dreamt. Most of us feel like we’ve been sleeping through a 
nightmare while awake. As we gain reliable data and insight into this virus, we’re   
beginning   to   look   forward to getting our lives back to normal; let’s call it “our 
new normal”. Those of us that enjoy working or need to work to support our loved ones will be 
returning to our place of employment soon. We’ll catch up with our coworkers, exchange happy and 
sad stories on what we had to do during our stay-home mandate. 
 
What about the water that has been sitting in the pipes in our building and those of our clients while 
we’ve been confined to our homes? Over the past years we’ve done our best to install low-flow 
fixtures wherever and whenever we could. This was noble, it seemed to be the right thing to do. We 
were “saving water”. But whom could have imagined a pandemic like the Wuhan virus and the 
unintended consequences related to our building water systems? Has anyone addressed this in the 
emergency response section of their water management plan? I’m guessing not. 
 
A building that has been closed for an extended period or has had limited access is most at risk to the 
people returning to that facility. Reduction in building water usage creates hazardous conditions ripe 
for bacteria growth, other pathogens and corrosion concerns. 

 
Plumbing systems and associated equipment like cooling towers, pools, decorative fountains, hot 
tubs, ice machines, drinking fountains, bottle fillers, and kitchen equipment are just a few of the 
locations you must pay attention to. Going around the building and flushing a few fixtures will not 
minimize problems that lurk in these pipes. There is a sequence to flushing that should be executed 
correctly and it starts with a full understanding of the building water system and the risks associated 
at every change of direction and usage. 
  
If there hasn’t been a continuous call for water at a level that the building was designed for, then 
there is an increased risk that the floor drains and trench drains may have dried out. This could lead 
to sewer gases entering the built environment. 
 
Water sitting in pipes also gives way to leaching of chemicals like lead. LEAD? We haven’t added 
lead to building plumbing systems since 2014! Maybe so, but how many buildings do you know of in 
your local area that were designed and built before 2014? Unless you’re in a brand- new city, then 
the answer is most all of them. 
 
 



761 | P a g e  

May 2020 
 
Here is more to think about. If your building is near a residential community, then chances are the 
municipal water lines feeding that area have seen higher than normal demand. Not bad. But what if 
your facility is in a commercial/ industrial park and the entire area has been vacant for 1-2 months. 
That entire area has not had a call for water. When the demand ramps up, then the biofilm and 
sediment that has accumulated in those lines will be stirred up and make their way into your building 
too. You should consider coordinating with your municipality to flush the fire hydrants before you 
begin to bring your building back online! 
 
The industry is gathering plenty of data on the dilemmas poised by this pandemic and guidelines are 
being written to address these problems. The CDC and the Washington State Department of  

 
Health have created good reference material. I know AWWA, ASPE and NSF are working together to 
push out more information. ASHRAE is putting a task force together to develop an HVAC response to 
buildings with low occupancy or buildings that are unoccupied. 
 
Lessons learned during CoVID-19 will be referenced by plumbing and mechanical engineers forever. 
In the meantime, contact me and I can send you a nice 1-page printable PDF to post for quick 
reference on this topic. 

 
 
 


